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LETTER Cx 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 
3 | * 


Y ; 
| wy Whitehall, July gf 1713. 


| E are all running headlong into the 
greateſt confuſion imaginable. Sir 
Thomas Hanmer “ is gone into the 


country this morning, I believe much diſcontent- 


ed; and I am very apprehenſive, neither Lord 


Angleſey, nor he, will continue long with us. I 
heartily wiſh you were here, for you might cer- 
tainly be of great uſe to us, by your ks to 
reconcile, and by repreſenting to them the infalli- 


ble conſequences of theſe diviſions. We had letters 


this morning from Ireland. What is the reaſon 


I had none from you? Adieu. I hope your want 


of health is not the cauſe. | 
VoL. XV: A LE T- 


Speaker of the Houſe of Commons. 


+ Arthur, who was joint Vice-T reaſurer of W with rd- 8 


ward Earl of Clarendon, 


— — — NN "OR — ———{—C———— — 
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IT. TR: CLEV. 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT». 


1 i - | Whitehall, July 30, 1713. 
f HIS Po ſe'nnight, the Queen goes to Hamp- 
8 ton-Court, and the Monday following to 
Windſor. I fancy, by that time, Mr Bromly * 
1 will be Secretary of State, in the room of my 
Lord +. Lord Treaſurer was abroad this even- 
ing, for the firſt time, after a fortnight's illneſs. 
IT hear there came a dozen of letters from you, 
by the fame poſt, to your friends here. My Lord 
Treaſurer defires you'll make all poſſible haſte 
over, for we want you extremely, 


2 * 23 


L ET T E RAR CLXVI. 


MR LEWIS TO DR SWIFT. 


— ow [4 * * 
— — — 2 


I hitehall, Augujt 6, 1713. 

HAVE fo often, and in ſo preſſing a man- 
ner, defired you to come over, that, if what 

1 have already ſaid has no effect, I ſhall deſpair 
of better ſucceſs by any further arguments. If I 
were 


: = 2. = 


William Bromly, Eſq; appointed Secretary of State, Aug. 
17, 1713, in the room of William Earl of Dartmouth, made 


Lord Privy. Seal. 
+ Daricmouth, to whom Mr Lewis had been Sceretary. 


CORRESPONDENCE =» 


were to recapitulate the ſeveral reaſons you offer 


to the contrary, and anſwer them ſeparately, I 
ſhould grow peeviſh ; which I have no way to 
avoid, but by telling you in general, it is all 
wrong. You and [ have already laid it down for 
a maxim, that we muſt ſerve Lord T * 
without receiving orders, or particular laſtguce 
tions; and I do not yet {ee a reaſon tdy ch 


that rule. His mind has been communi 


freely to you than any other +; but you, will not 
underſtand it. Fhe deſires of great men are 


commands; at leaſt the only ones, I hope, they 
ever will be able to uſe. You have a mind to ſtay 
in Ireland till October; and defire me to give my 
opinion, whether you ſhould come ſooner. 1 
anſwer, yes. Then you bid me conſider again; 
that is, you would have me ſay, I am of opinion 
you ſhould ſtay till October. When judges 
would have a jury change their verdict, they bid 
then confider again; when a man is determined 
to marry a Aman, and his friend adviſes him 
againſt it, he aſks his opinion again; and if his 
friend is fo ll; as not to alter His 0 vice, he mar- 
rics without it. I am as much in the ſpleen now 
I am anſwering your letter, as you were when 


you writ it, Come over; you will cure yourſelf 
and me too. Adieu. 


42 LE T- 


* Treaſurer. 


I By this it appears, that the late LorJ So 4 was miſtake, 
when he ſaid, that Swift was employed, not truſted. 


| 


- * 
* 
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4 DEAN SWIF T's 


LET. T E N cLixvn. 
MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 


Paris, Auguſt 15-6, 1713. 

| A* I did not expect, my good friend Jona- 
, to have received a letter from you 

at Dublin, ſo I am ſure I did not intend to write 
one thither to you; but Mr Rofingrave * thinks 
it may do him ſervice, in recommending him to 


you. If ſo, I am very glad of it; for it can be 


of no other uſe imaginable. I have writ letters 
now above twenty-two years. I have taken towns, 
deſtroyed fleets, made treaties, and ſettled com- 
merce. in letters. And what of all this? Why, 
nothing ; but that J have had ſome ſubject to 
write 


* Thomas Roſingrave, a celebrated performer in muſic. 
When he arrived in Ireland, he played a voluntary at St Pa- 
trick's cathedral; Dr Pratt, then provoſt of Dublin- college, ard 


the Dean, being preſent. The Doctor, who happened to dine 


at the deanry the ſame day, was ſo extravagant in his encomi- 
ums on Roſingrave's voluntary, that feveral of the company 
ſaid they wiſhed they had heard it. Do you? ſaid Swift; then 
you ſhall hear it (till : And he immediately ſang out fo lively, 
and yet fo ridiculous an imitation of it, that all the company 
were kept in continual laughter, except one old gentleman, who 
fat with great compoſure; and though he littened, yet ſhewed 
neither curioſity nor approbation, After the entertainment, he 
was aſked by ſo 16 of the company, how it happened that he 
had been no iy acc by the muſic? To which he anfwered, 
with great gravity, that he heard Mr Roſingrave play it bimſcit 
be fore. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 5 


write upon. But to write a letter, only becauſe 
Mr Rofingrave has a mind to carry one in his 
pocket, to tell you that you are ſure of a friend- 
ſhip which can never do you three-pence worth 
of good, and to with you well in England very 
ſoon, when I do not know when I am likely to 
be there myſelf: All this, I ſay, is very abſurd 
for a letter, eſpecially when J have this day writ- 
ten a dozen much more to the purpoſe. It I had 
ſeen your manuſcript “; if I received Dr Parnell's 


poem; if I had any news of Landen being taken; 


why, well and good: But as I know no more, 
than that the Duke of Shrewſbury deſigns for 
England within three weeks; that I muſt ſtay 
here till ſomebody elſe comes, and then brings 
me neceſſarily to ſay, good Mr Dean, that I am 
like the fellow in the Rehearſal, who did not 
know if he was to be merry or ſerious, or in 
what way or mood to act his part. One thing 
only I am aftured of, that J love you very well; 
and am, moſt fincerely and faithfully, dear Sir, 
your ſervant and brother +, 


M. PRIOR. 


Lord and Lady Shrewſbury give their ſervice to 
you. Vanhomrigh has run terribly here in debt; 
and, being in durance, has ſent to his mother 


upon pecuniary concerns. Adieu, once more. 


. | What 


* Of the Hiſtory of the Peace of Utrecht; 
+ He was one of the ſixteen, 


- 


* 1. SS. 44 * e * 
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6 DEAN SWIFT's 


What we are PEEING or what is become of us, 
J know not. 


 Prudens futuri temporis exitum 
Caligingſa nocte permit Deus, 
R . 


This is all the Latin and wr ring I can at pre- 
ſent ſpare you. | 

Pray give my ſervice to your Chancellor *, and 
be much acquainted with Judge Nutely, and love 
him very well for my ſake. Adieu. Once more, 
find out my couſin Pennyfather, and Nutely, (if 
he is not too grave for you); and, according to 
the laudable cuſtom of your country, drink this 
Louis out, for a token of my generoſity, and your 
ſobriety. And now, I think, I have furniſhed 
out a very pretty letter. 


LE E211 nen 


DR SMALRIDGE (AFTERWARDS BISHOP OF 
' BRISTOL) TO DR SWIFT. 


MR Dr ax, | September 2 1713. 
HEN you was ſo kind as to favour the 
maſter of the Temple +, and me, with 


your company at the chaplain's table at Ken- 


ſington, 


* Sir Conſtantine Phipps. 
+ Dr Sherlock, afterwards biſhop of London, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 5 


fington, there dined with us one Mr Fiddes +, 
a well-deſerving clergyman, whoſe circumſtances, 
we told you, were not at all ſuitable to his me- 


rits. You expreſſed, on that occaſion, ſo gene- 
rous a concern for him, and fo great a readineſs - 


to do him any good offices which might lie in 
your way, that he ſeems to think he ſhould be 
wanting to himſelf, if he did not endeavour to 
cultivate an intereſt with one ſo willing and ſo 
able to ſerve him. He bas therefore made re- 
peated inſtances to me, that I would remind 
you of him, which I ſhould not have hearkened 


to, were I not aſſured, that you would excuſe, 


if not thank me, for furnithing you/with an 
opportunity of doing a generous. and good- 
natured thing. You will not, I fancy, think a 
formal application to any great man in his behalf, 
either proper or requiſite z but if you ſhould, 
upon the peruſal of one or two of his ſermons, 
think as well of them as I do, and ſhould, in 
converſation with my Lord Treafurer, expreſs 
a good opinion of the author, one kind word 
from you, ſeaſonably dropped, might determine 
his fortune, and give you the ſatisfaction of 
having made him and his family happy as they 
can with to be. I am, Sir, your moſt humble 
ſervant, GEO. SMALRIDGE. 


LET- 


+ Richard Fiddes, afterwards D. D. author of a EE of 
Divinity, the Life of Cardinal Wolſey, &c, 
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LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS TO DR SWIFT. 


8 IR, Dublin, OF. 10, 1713. 

HAD the favour of your kind letter of the 

twenty-ſecond of September, and had ſooner 
acknowledged it, if I had not been prevented by 
the conſtant hurry. we have been in, with re- 
lation to the city and parliament affairs. 

I heartily congratulate your fafe arrival in 
London; and return you, with all the gratitude 
nab my thanks for the great trouble you 
have given yourſelf, as well on behalf of my ſon 
in particular, as of this kingdom in general. 
And I am ſorry you ould venture ſo far as to 
burn your fingers ; but you prove, ſuch misfor- 


-tunes often happen to gentlemen, who have a 


hearty zeal for the intereſt of their friends. But 


this comfort attends them, that the burning goes 


off ſoon; whereas the credit and honour of 

ſerving one's. friend, laſt always. The account 
you ſent me of Mr Worfley's being an envoy, 
was new, and had not reached us before your 
letter came. I know not how ſufficiently to ac- 
knowledge the obligations you have laid on me; 
but aſſure you, if you have any commands on 
this ſide of the water, there is no one will be 
more proud of being honoured with them, than 


he who is, with very great reſpect, your moſt 


obedient humble ſervant, > CON, PHIPPS. 
DE, LE 1 — 
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LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS TO DR SWIFT. 


Dear SIR, Dublin, Oct. 24, 1713. 
AM indebted to you for your kind letters of 
the eighth and tenth inſtant, and 1 very 


heartily acknowledge the obligation. That of 


the eighth gave me a great many melancholy 
thoughts, when I reflected upon the danger our 
conſtitution is in, by the neglect and ſupineneſs 
of our friends, and the vigilance and unanimity 
of our enemies: But I hope your parliament 
proving fo good, will awaken our friends, and 
unite them more firmly, and make them more 
active. 

That part of your letter of the tenth, which 
related to my ſon, gave me a great ſatisfaction; 
for though your commiſſioners here have heard 
nothing of it, yet I believed Mr Keightly might 
bring over full inſtructions in it: But he is ar- 


rived, and knows nothing of it; fo that what- 


ever good intentions my Lord Treaſurer had in 
relation to my fon, his Lordſhip has forgotten 


to give any directions concerning him; for, with 


him, things are juſt as they were when you left 
Dublin. If you will be ſo kind to put his Lord- 
ſhip in mind of it, you will be very — 4 

I cannot diſcharge the part of a friend, if I 


omit to let you know, that your great neighbour 


* AL 


* 
x 
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at St Pulcher's is very angry with you. He 
accuſeth you for going away without taking your 
leave of him, and intends in a little time to com- 
pel you to reſide at your deanry. He lays ſome 
other things to your charge, which you fhall 
know in a little time. 

We hourly expect my Lord Lieutenant *. 
The Whigs begin to be ſenſible they muſt expect 


no great countenance from him; and begin to 


be a little down in the mouth, ſince they find 
Broderick is not to be their Speaker +. I am, 
with very great truth, your moſt obedient ſer- 
vant. 


r En. C 


DR DAVENANT T TO DR SWIFT, 


SIR, Windſor, Nov. 3, 1713. 
OU have the character of employing, in 
good offices to others, the honour and 


happineſs you have of being often with my Lord 
Treaſurer. This uſe of your acceſs to him, is 


an uncommon inſtance of generoſity, deſerving 


the higheſt praiſes ; for, moſt commonly, men 


are moſt apt to convert ſuch advantages to their 
Own 


* Duke of Shrewſbury. | 
+ He was, however, choſen Speaker, by a majority of four 


voices. 
| Inſpector-General of the exports and imports, 
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own ſingle intereſt, without any regard of others, 


though, in my poor opinion, not ſo wiſely. Acts 


of friendſhip create friends, even among ſtran- 
gers, that taſte not of them; and, in my expe- 
rience, I hardly ever knew a man friendly in 


the courſe of his proceedings, but he was ſup- 


ported in the world; ingratitude being the vice, 
of which the generality of men are moſt aſham- 
ed to be thought guilty. 5 54 
My ſon “ and I have reaſons to return to your 
our thanks, for what you have already done of 


this kind in his favour, and we beg the conti- 


nuance of- it. Miniſters of ſtate have ſuch mul- 
tiplicity of buſineſs, that it is no wonder if they 


forget low individuals; and in ſuch a cafe, pri- 


vate perſons muſt be beholden to ſome good- 
natured man, . to put thoſe in power in mind of 
them; otherwiſe they may be forgotten, till old 
age overtakes them. Such well- diſpoſed remem- 
brancers deſerve acceſs, familiarity, and intereſt 


with great men; and, perhaps, they are the 


molt uſeful ſervants they can countenance in 
their hours of leifure. : 

I need not tell you, that, in point of time, he 
is above all pretenders to foreign buſineſs; that 
his affairs have now depended almoſt three years; 
that, in the interim, it has gone very hard with 
him; and, that he gave a very carly inſtance of 


his zeal to the preſent adminiſtration: But what 


he 


* Henry Davenant, Eſq; who had been employed i in Germa- 
ny as Reſident, 
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he builds his hopes moſt upon, is the promiſe 


my Lord Treaſurer was pleaſed to make to the 
Duke of Shrewſbury, juſt as his Grace left 
Windſor, that a proviſion ſhould be made for 
Mr Davenant. We mult intreat you to find 
fome lucky moment, of reprefeating to my Lord, 
that the young man is preſſed by a nearer con- 
cern than that of making his fortune, and that 
lovers can hardly be perſuaded to be as patient 
as other men. The Duke has carried his miſtreſs 
from him, and will not conſent to make him 
happy, till he ſees him in ſome way of being ſet- 
tled, in which how anxious any delay muſt be 
(poleflion depending upon it) he leaves you to 
judge, who have ſo well ſtudied mankind, and 
who know, that love is a paſſion, in one of his 
age, much ſtronger than ambition. I beg your 
pardon for this long trouble; and am, Sir, your 


molt humble and obedient ſervant, 
CHA. DAVENANT. 


LETTER cLXXII. 


THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. 


- 


Docrok, Nov. 3, 1713. Eleven o clock at night. 


HOPE your ſervant has told you, I ſent to 
beg the favour of you to come hither to to- 
night; but ſince you could not conveniently, I 
hope you will not deny me the ſatisfaction of 
I ſeeing 


3. 2. -- » 0: AE On. 
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ſecing you to-morrow morning. My Lord joins 


with me in that requeſt, and will fee no com- 
pany but you. I hope you will come before 
ten o'clock, becauſe he is to go at that hour to 
Windfor. I beg your pardon for ſending ſo 


early, as I have ordered thera to carry this; hut 


the fear of your being gone abroad, it they went 
later, accaſioned that trouble given you, by, Sir, 
your moſt ſincere and moſt faithful humbleder- 


ant, MI. ORMOND. 


LETTER ͤũ ́ 


TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD. 


On the Death of his Daughter the Marchioneſs 


of Caermarthen. 


Mr LoRp, November 21, 1713. 
OUR Lordſhip is the perſon in the world 


to whom every body ought to be filent 


upon ſuch an occaſion as this, which is only to 


be ſupported by the greateſt wiſdom and ſtrength 


of mind; wherein, God knows, the wiſeſt and 
beſt of us, who would preſume to offer their 
thoughts, are far your inferiors. - It is true, in- 
deed, that a great misfortune is apt to weaken 
the mind, and diſturb the underſtanding. This, 
indeed, might be ſome pretence to us to admini- 
ſter our conſolations, if we had been wholly 
ſtrangers to the perſon gone. But, my Lord, 

Vol. XV. B whoever 
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whoever had the honour to know her, wants a 


comforter as much as your Lordſhip ; becauſe, 
though their loſs is not ſo great, yet they have 
not the ſame firmneſs and prudence, to ſupport 


the want of a friend, a patrone(s, a benefactor, 


as you have to ſupport that of a daughter. My 
Lord, both religion and reaſon forbid me to have 
the leaſt concern for that Lady's death, upon 
her own account: And he muit be an ill Chri- 
ſtian, or-a perfect ſtranger to her virtues, who 
would not with himſelf, with all ſubmiſſion to 
God Almighty's will, in her condition. But your 
Lordſhip, who hath loſt ſuch a daughter; and 
we, who have loſt ſuch a friend ; and the world, 
which hath loſt ſuch an example; have, in our 
ſeveral degrees, greater cauſe to lament, than per- 
haps was ever given by any private perſon be- 
fore. For, my Lord, I have fat down to think 
of every amiable quzility that could enter into 
the compoſition of a Lady, and could not ſingle 
out one which ſhe did not poſicis, in as high a 
perfection as human nature is capable of. But, 
as to your Lordſhip's own particular, as it is an 
unconceivable misfortune, to bave loſt ſuch a 
daughter; ſo it is a poſſeſſion which few can 
boaſt of, to have had ſuch a daughter. I have 
often ſaid to your Lordſhip, that I never knew 
any one, by many degrees, ſo happy in their do- 
meſtics as you; and Jaffirm you are ſo ſtill, tho? 
not by ſo many degrees: From whence it is very 
obvious, that your Lordilp ſhould reflect upon 
. what 


1 
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what you have left, and not upon what you 
have loft. 8 

To ſay the truth, my Lord, you began to be 
too happy for a mortal; much more happy than 
is uſual with the diſpenſations of providence 
long to continue. You had been the great in- 
ſtrument of preſerving your country from fo- 
reign and domeſtic ruin: You have had the feli- 
city of eſtabliſhing your family in the greateſt. 
' luftre, without any obligation to the bounty of 
your prince, or any induſtry of your own: You 
have triumphed over the violence and treachery 
of your enemies, by your courage and abilities; 
and, by the ſteadineſs of your temper, over the 
inconſtancy and caprice of your friends. Per- 
haps your Lordſhip has felt too much compla- 
cency within yourſelf, upon this univerſal ſucceſs : 
And God Almighty, who would not diſappoint 
your endeavours for the public, thonght fit to 
puniſh you with a domeſtic loſs, where he knew 
your heart was moſt expoſed and, at the ſame 
time, has fulfilled his own wiſe purpoſes, by re- 
warding, in a better life, that excellent creature 
he has taken from you. | 
I é know not, my Lord, why I write this to 
you, nor hardly what I am writing. I am ſure 
it is not from any compliance with form; it is 
not from thinking that I can give your Lordſhip 
any eaſe. 1 think ic was an impulſe upon me, 
that I ſhould ſay ſomething : And whether I 
ſhall ſend you what I have written, I am yet in 
doubt, &c. | 

. B 2 
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JUDGE NUTLEY TO DR SWIFT. 


SIR, Dublin, Nov. 27, 1713. 
CAN'T help telling you, that I think you do 
me great wrong, in charging me with being 
too civil, and with want of plainneſs in my let- 
ters to you. If you will be abundant in your 
favours to me, how can I forbear thanking you? 
and if you will call that by a wrong name, that 
is your fault, and not mine. I hope I ſhall be 
able to convince you of your miſtake, by putting 
you in the place of the party obliged ; and then 
I will ſhew you, that I can be as ready as you are 
in doing good offices for a friend; and when 
T have done them, can treat you as you do me, 
as if you were the benefactor, and I had received 
the favour. I ath ſorry I did not kcep the copy 
of my letter to you, that I might compare it. 
with that which I ſhall have from you, when- 
ever I ſhall be ſo happy as to receive one from 
you upon that ſubje& ; for I am thoroughly 
perſuaded, you will then as much out-do me in 
civility of expreſſion „as you do now in the power 
of conferring favours. 
By this time, I hope, I have ſatisfied you, 
that it is fit for me (and I am reſolved) to ex- 
preſs the ſenſe J have of your friendſhip, in as 


high a manner as I can, until I have an oppor- 
tunity 


4 
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tunity of making a better return: But to ſhew 
you, that it is as uneaſy to me to write civil things, 
as it can be to you to read them, I will, as often 
as I can, do you ſervices, that I may not be at. 
the trouble, or bear the reproach, of being com- 
plaiſant. 

I am fo much a philoſopher as to know, that 
to be great, is to be, but not to be thought, mi- 
ſerable, and I am of the opinion of thoſe among 
them, who allow retaliation ; and therefore, ſince 
you have declared your intention of loading me 
with cares, I will, as far as I can, make you ſen- 
ſible of the hurt you do me, by laying a like 
burthen upon you. 3 

I thank you moſt ſincerely for the clear and 
full information you have given me of your 
grand church affair. It entirely agrees with my 
judgment; for I do think, that what you pro- 
poſe, will be the beſt ſervice that has been done 
to this church and kingdom ſince the Reſtora- 
tion; and the doing it ſoon, will be of great ad- 
vantage to the Queen's. affairs at this juncture. 
For it has been given out among the party, that 
the miniſtry have an eye towards the Whigs; 
and that, if they now exert themſelves, they 
will ſoon have an open declaration in their fa- 
vour. We have a remarkable proof of this; 
for Mr Brodrick has engaged a conſiderable 
number of the parliament-men (many of them 
not of his party) to promile him their votes for 
Speaker, by telling them he has the approbation 
of the miniſtry and Lord Lieutenant; and ſince 

: 3 his 
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his Grace has made known her Majeſty's plea- 
ſure, a new word is given out, that the liber- 
ties of the people are in the laſt danger, and 
that the Crown is attempting the nomination of 
a Speaker. I own I am no politician; but I 
think I underſtand. the poſture of affairs here.: 
And I am aſſured, that the church-party is ſo 
ſtrong, that if any thing be done on your ſide, 
to excite their zeal, and diſcourage their adver- 
ſaries, there will be but a ſhort ſtruggle here. 
But if the Whigs are permitted to hope, or, what 
is as bad, to boaſt of their expectations, and no- 
thing is done to enable others to confute them, 
they will, "ts probable, be able to give trouble 
to the government; and what is now eaſy to be 
effected, will become difficult by delay: And 
I fear, the want of doing this in time, will oc- 
caſion ſome uneaſineſs to the Duke of Shrewſ- 
bury; for to this is owing the doubtful diſpute, 
who {hall be Speaker. 
I have ſhewed your letter to the gentleman 
| chiefly concerned in it. This I did, becauſe 1 
25 knew it would produce a full expreſſion of his 
2 ſentiments; and I can aſſure you, whatever occa- 
' fon may have been given you to think what you 
ſay in your letter, he has a true ſenſe of your 
friendihip to him. I will be guarantee, that, 
according to the power it has, he will be ready 
to ſerve you, and that in kind. 
\ My Lord Chancellor will ſend you his own 
thanks. I am, moſt truly and ſincerely, 
| Tour's, &c. 
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MR POPE TO DR SWIFT *. 


9 1R, | Binfield, Dec. 8, 1713. 
OT to trouble you at preſent with a recital 
of all my obligations to you, I thall only 
mention two things, which I take particularly 
kind of you : Your defire that I ſhould write to 
you; and your propoſal of giving me twenty 
guineas to change my religion; which laſt you 
muſt give me leave to make the fubject of this 
letter. . 
Sure, no clergyman ever offered ſo much out 

of his own purſe, for the ſake of any religion. 
Tis almoſt as many pieces of gold, as an apoſtle 
could get of ſilver from'the prieſts of old, on a 
much more valuable conſideration. I believe it 
will be better worth my while, to propoſe a change 
of my faith, by ſubſcription, than a tranſlation of 
Homer : And, to convince you how well diſpoſed 
I am to the reformation, I ſhall be content, if 
you can prevail with my Lord 'Treafurer, and the 
miniſtry, to riſe to the fame ſum, each of them, 
on this pious account, as my Lord Halifax has 
done on the profane one. I am afraid there is 


no 


* This letter was wrote by Mr Pope, in anſwer to one from 
Dr Swift, wherein he had jocoſely made an offer to his friend, 
of. a ſum of money, ex cauſa reſigionis, or, in plain Engliſh, to 
induce Mr Pope to change his religion, Orrery, 
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no being at once a poet and a good Chriſtian 
and I am very much ſtraitened between two, while 
the Whigs ſeem willing to contribute as much 
to continue me the one, as you would to make 
me the other. But if you can move every man 
in the government, who has above ten thouſand - 
pounds a-year, to ſubſcribe as much as yourſelf, 
I ſhall become a convert, as moſt men do, when 
the Lord turns it to my intereſt. I know they 
have the truth of religion ſo much at heart, that 
they'd certainly give more 'to have one good 
ſubject tranſlated from Popery to the Church of 
England, than twenty Heatheniſh authors out of 
any unknown tongue into our's. I therefore 
commiſſion you, Mx Dax, with full authority, 
to tranſact this affair in my name, and to pr opoſe 
as follows. Firſt, That as to the head of our 
church, the Pope, I may engage to renounce his 
power, whenſoever I ſhall receive any particular 
indulgences from the head of your church, the 
ueen. 

As to communion in one kind, I ſhall alſo pro- 
miſe to change it for a communion in both, as 
ſoon as the miniſtry will allow me. 

For in vocations to ſaints, mine ſhall be turned 
to dedications to ſinners, when I ſhall find the 
great ones of this world, as willing to do me any 
good, as I believe thoſe of the other are. 

You ſee I ſhall not be obſtinate in the main 
points. But there is one article I muſt reſerve, 
and which you ſcemed not unwilling to allow me, 

: „Far 
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Prayer for the dead. There are people to whoſe 
ſouls I wiſh as well as to my own: And I muſt 
crave leave humbly to lay before them, that tho' 
the ſubſcriptions above mentioned, will ſuffice for 
myſelf, there are neceflary perquiſites and addi- 
tions, which I muſt demand on the ſcore of this 
charitable article. It is alſo to be conſidered, that 
the greater part of thoſe whoſe ſouls I am moſt. 
concerned for, were unfortunately heretics, ſchiſ- 
matics, pocts, painters, or perſons of ſuch lives 
and manners, as few or no- churches are willing 
to ſave. The expence will therefore be the great- 
er, to make an effectual provifion for the ſaid 
ſouls. 

Old Dryden, though a Roman Catholic, was a 
poet; and it is revealed in the, viſions of ſome an- 
tient ſaints, that no poet was ever ſaved under 
ſome hundred of maſſes. I cannot ſet his delivery 
from purgatory, at leſs than fifty n Ster- 
ling. 

Walſh. was not only a Socinian, but (what 
you'll own is harder to be ſaved) a Whig. He 
cannot modeſtly be rated at leſs than an hundred. 

L'Eftrange being a Tory, we compute him but 
at twenty pounds; which I hope no friend of the 
party can deny to give, to keep him from damn- 
ing in the next life, conſidering they never gave 
him ſixpence to keep him from ſtarving in this. 

All this together amounts to one hundred and 
ſeventy pounds. 

In che next place, I muſt deſire you to repre- 

ſent, 
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ſent, that there are ſeveral of my friends yet liv- 
ing, whom I defien, God willing, to outlive, in 
conſideration of legacies; out of which it is a 
doctrine in the Reformed Church, that not, a 
farthing all be allowed to ſave their ſouls who 
pave t them. : 


There is one“ * ® who will die within theſe 


few months, with , one Mr Jervas, who 


hath grievouſly offended, in making the likeneſs 
of almoſt all things in heaven above, and in earth 
below; and one Mr Gay, an unhappy youth, 
ho writes paſtorals during the time of divine 
ſervice ; whoſe caſe is the more deplorable, as he 
hath miſerably laviſhed away all that ſilver he 
ſhould have reſerved for his ſoul's health, in but- 


tons and loops for his coat. 


I cannot pretend to have theſe people honeſtly 
ſaved, under ſome hundred pounds, whether you 
confider the difficulty of ſuch a work, or the ex- 
treme love and tenderneſs I bear them, which 
will infallibly make me-puſh this charity as far as 
I am able. There is but one more, whoſe ſalva- 
tion I inſiſt upon, and then I have done: But 
indeed it may prove of fo much greater charge 
than all the reſt, that I will only lay the caſe be- 
fore you and the miniſtry, and leave to their pru- 
dence and generoſity, what ſum they ſhall think 
fit to beſtow upon it. | r 

The perſon I mean, is Dr Swift, a dignified 


clergyman ;z but one, who, by his own confeſſion, 
has compoſed more libels than ſermons. If it be 


true, 


| 
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true; what I have heard often affirmed by inno- 
cent people, That too much wit is dangerous to 
ſalvation, this unfortunate gentleman muſt cer- 
tainly be damned to all eternity. But I hope his 
long experience in the world, and frequent con- 
ver ſation with great men, will cauſe bim (as it has 
ſome others) to have leſs and leſs wit every day. 
Be it as it will, J ſhould not think my own ſoul 
deſerved to be ſaved, if I did not endeavour to 
fave his; for I have all the obligations in nature 
to him. He has brought me into better company 
than I cared for; made me merrier, when I was 
ſick, than I had a mind to be, and put me upon 
making poems, on purpoſe that he might alter 
them, &c. 

I once thought I could never have difcharged 
my debt to his kindn#fs ; but have lately been in- 
formed, to my unſpeakable comfort, that I have 
more than paid it all. For Monf. de Montagne 
has aſſured me, “ That the perſon, who receiyes 
« benefit, obliges the giver:“ For ſince the 
chief endeavour of one friend, is to do good to 
the other ; he who adminiſters both the matter 
and occaſion, is the man who is liberal. At this 
rate it is impoſlible Dr Swift ſhould be ever out 
of my debt, as matters ſtang already: And for 
the future, he may expect 0; ily more obligations 
from his molt faithful, affœctionate, humble ſer- 


vants ©: =2ZOPE 


I have finiſhed the Rape of the Lock ; but I be- 


lieve I may ſtay heye till Chriſtmas, without hin- 
derance of butincis. 


LET. 
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LET YER - CLIXVI, 


BRSWIFT To DR STERNE, BISHOP or DROMORE. 


Mr LoRp, London, Dec. 19, 1713. 


I HAVE two letters from you to acknow- 


ledge, one of the fifth, and the other of 
the eleventh inſtant. I am very glad it lies in 
my way to do any ſervice to Mr Worral *, and 
that his merits and my inclinations agree ſo well. 
TI wrote this poſt to Dr Syne, to admit him. I 
am glad your Lordſhip thinks of removing your _ 
palace to the old, or ſome better place. I with 
I were near enough to give my approbation 
and if you do not chuſe till ſummer, I ſhall, 
God willing, attend you. Your ſecond letter 
is about Dr Marſh, who is one I always loved, 
and have ſhewn it lately, by doing every thing 
he could defire from a brother. I ſhould be 
glad, for ſome reaſons, that he would get a re- 
commendation from the Lord Lieutenant, or 
at leaſt that he be named. I cannot ſay more 
at this diſtance, but aſſure him, that all due 
care is taken of him. I have had an old ſcheme, 
as your Lordſhip may remember, of dividing the 
biſhoprics of Kilmore and Ardagh +. I adviſed 
＋4 1 | It 


* See note preceding the firſt letter to Mr Worral in this 
collection. * 15 | 
+ Theſe ſees were then vacant, and were granted the month 
following to the Lord I. icutenant's chaplain, Dr Godwyn, 
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it many months ago, and repeated it lately; and 
the Queen and miniſtry, I ſuppoſe, are fallen 
into it. I did likewiſe lay very earneſtly before 
proper perſons, the juſtice, and indeed neceſſity, 
of chuſing to promote thoſe of the kingdom; 
which advice has been hearkened to, and I hope 
will be followed. I would likewiſe ſay ſomething 
in relation to a friend of your Lordſhip's ; but 
I can only venture thus much, that it was not 
to be done, and you may eaſily gueſs the reaſons. 
I know not who are named among you, for 
the preferments; and, my Lord, this is a very 
nice point to talk of, at the diſtance lam. I 
know a perſon there, better qualified, perhaps, 
than any that will ſucceed. But, my Lord, our 
thoughts here are, that your kingdom leans too 
much one way; and, believe me, it cannot do 
ſo long, while the Queen and adminiſtration here 
act upon ſo very different a foot. This is more 
than I care to ſay; and I will for once venture 
to ſtep farther, than, perhaps, diſcretion ſhould 
let me, that I never ſaw ſo great a firmneſs in 
the Court, as there now is, to purſue thoſe mea- 
ſures upon which this miniſtry began, whatever 
| ſome people may pretend to think to the contrary: 
And were certain objections, made againſt ſome 
perſons we both know, removed, I believe I 


might have been inſtrumental to the ſervice of 


ſome, whom I much eſteem. Pick what you 

can out of all this, and believe me to be ever 

your's, &c. | EOS? | 
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DEE Cen 
LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY To DR SWIFT. 


28 IB; | Daecember 26, 1713. 
X/7FOUR's of December the 8th I have re- 
ceived, and have obeyed your commands; 


but am much troubled to find, that the trade of 


doing ill offices is ſtill continued. As for my part, 
J can entirely clear myſelf, from either writing or 
ſaying any thing to any one's prejudice upon this 
occaſion *; and if others have wounded me in 
the dark, it is no more than they have done be- 
fore: For Archbiſhop Tillotſon formerly remem- 
bered, that if he ſhould hearken to what the Iriſh 
clergy ſaid of one another, there was not a man 
in the whole country, that ought to be preferred. 
We. are now adjourned for a fortnight, and 
the Commons for three weeks. I hear our Lord 
Lieutenant is not well pleaſed, that we have ad- 
journed ſhort of them; and fancy the Queen 
will not be well pleaſed, that the Commons have 
had ſo little regard to the diſpatch of public bu- 
ſineſs, as to make ſo long an adjournment as 
three weeks : And indeed they lately ſeem to 
FRY oe TS | intimate, 


2 There was at this time a great difference between the 
Houſe of Lords and Commons in Ireland, about the Lord 
Chancellor Phipps of that kingdom; the latter addrefling the 


Queen to remove him from his poſt, and the former addreſſing 


in his favour. 


8 


Him before the Lords, in England. But if they 


no very wiſe errand. I queſtion. not but that 
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intimate, that if the Lord Chancellor “ is not 
removed by that time, they will give her Majeſty - 

no more money; and ſome of them do not ſtick 3 
to ſay as much; and think it a duty incumbent | 
on the Crown, to turn out that miniſter (how in- 
nocent ſoever he be) whom the Commons have 
addreſſed againſt. Y 

I think it is plain to any who know the ſtate of 
affairs here, that no party hath ſtrength enough 
directly to oppoſe a money bill in this kingdom, 
when the government thinks fit to exert itfelf, as 
to be ſure it always will do upon ſuch occafions : 
And the half-pay officers, no doubt, will readily 
come in to that ſupply, out of which they are to 
receive their pay. But ſhould all fail, yet the 
Queen ſtill may make herſelf eaſy, by diſbanding 
two or three regiments, and ſtriking off ſome un- 
neceſſary penſions. 

Hobbes, in his Behemoth, talks of a heighth 
in time as well as place; and if ever there was a 
heighth in time here, it is certainly now : For 
ſome men ſcem to carry things higher, according 
to their poor power, than\they did in England in 
1641. And now they thre&en, (and, I am pretty 
well aſſured, have refolved Won i) that if the | 
Chancellor is not ditcarded, they will impeach 4 


have no more to ſay againſt him, than what 
their addreſs contains, I think they will go upon 


C 2 | you 
* Sir Conſtantine Phipps, 
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— 


you will receive the votes, addreſſes, and repre. 


ſentations of both. Houſes from other hands, and 
therefore I have not troubled you with them: 
But if the Parliament ſhall continue to ſit, you 
may expect a great product of that kind; for 
the Commons have taken upon themſelves to be 
a court of judicature, have taken examinations 
out of the Judges hands about murder, (which 
is treaſon here) without ever applying to the 
government for them; and, before trial, have 
voted the ſheriffs and officers to have done their 
duty, and acquitted themſelves well, when poſſi- 
bly the time may yet come, that ſome may ſtill 
be hanged for that fact; which, in my poor opi- 
nion, is entirely deſtructive of liberty, and the 
freedom of elections. I am your moſt bumble 
ſervant, &c. 


EET TER CLAXVIIL. 


TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN X. 


My Loxp, London, Dec. 31, 1713. 
OUR Grace's letter, which I received but 

laſt poſt, is of an earlier date than what 

have fince arrived. We- have reccived the ad- 
dreſs for removing the Chancellor, and the 
counter addreſſes from the Lords and Convo- 
cation; and you will know, before this reaches 
| T9, vou, 


„Dr William King. 


,. . dh Ac, 
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you, our ſentiments of them here. I am at a / 
loſs what to ſay in this whole affair. When 
] writ to you before, I dropt a word, on pur- 
poſe for you to take notice of; that our Court 
ſeemed reſolved to be very firm in their reſolu- 
tions about Ireland. I think it impoſſible for 
the two kingdoms to proceed long upon a diffe- 
rent ſcheme of politics. The controverſy with 
the city I am not maſter of: It took its riſe be- 
fore I ever concerned myſelf with the affairs of 
Ireland, farther than to be an inſtrument of do- 
ing ſome ſerviccs to the kingdom, for which I 
have been ill requited. But, my Lord, the 
queſtion with us here, is, whether there was a 
neceſſity that the other party ſhould be a majori- 
ty? There was put into my hands, a liſt of your 
Houſe of Commons, by ſome who know the 
kingdom well: I defired they would (as we of- 
ten do here) ſet a mark on the names of thoſe 
who would be for the miniſtry. I found they 
amounted to 243; which, I think, comes with- 
in ſeven of an equality. Twenty names beſide 
they could not determine upon: So that, ſuppoſe 
eight to be of the ſame fide, there would be a. 
majority by one. But, beſides, we reckon that 
the firſt number, '143, would eafily riſe to a 
great majority, by the influence of the govern- 
ment, if that had been thought fit, This is de- 
monſtration to us: For the Government there, 
has more influence than the Court here; and 
yet our Court carried it for many years, againſt 
C3; — 
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a natural majority, and a much greater one. I 
ſhall not examine the reaſons among you, for 
proceeding. otherwiſe : But your Grace will find, 
that we are determined upon the concluſion z 
which is, that Ireland muſt proceed on the ſame 
foot with England. I am of opinion, my Lord, 
that nothing could do more hurt to the Whig- 
party in both kingdoms, than their manner of 
proceeding in your Houſe of Commons : It will 
confirm the Crown and miniſtry, that there can 
be no ſafety while thoſe people are able to give 
diſturbance : And, indeed, the effects it hath 
already produced here, are hardly to be believed. 
Neither do we here think it worth our while, 
to. be oppoſed, and encourage our enemies, only. 
for ſeventy thouſand pounds a-year; to ſupply 
which it may not be hard to find other expedients. 
And, when there ſhall be occaſion for a parlia- 
ment, we are confident a new one may be called, 
with a majority of men in the intereſt of the 
Queen and church. For, when the preſent 
majority. pretends to regard either, we look up- 
on ſuch profeflions to ſiguify no more, than it 
they were penned by my. Lord. Wharton or Mr. 
Moleſworth. I have ſuffered very much by my 
tenderneſs to ſome perſons of that party, which 
I {till preſerve z but I believe it will not be long 
in my power, to ſerve thoſe who may want it. 
It would be endleſs to recount to your Grace, the 
reproaches that have been made me on account 
of your neighbour. | 
| It 


Ig & +3 — 
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It is true, my Lord, we do not care to be 


troubled with the affairs of Ireland: But, there 


being no war, nor meeting of parliament, we 
have leiſure at preſent. Beſides, we look on ur- 
ſelves as touched in the tendereſt part. We: 
know the Whig-party are preparing to attack us 
next Seſſion; and their prevailing in Ireland, 
would, we think, be a great ſtrength and encou- 
ragement to them here: Beſides, our remiſſneſs 


would diſhearten our friends, and make them 


think we acted a trimming game. There are 
ſome things which we much wonder at, as they 
are repreſented. The addreſs for removing the 
Chancellor, is grounded upon two facts; in the 
former of which he was only concerned with 
ſeveral others: The criminal was poor and peni- 
tent, and a noli proſequi was no illegal thing. As 
to Moor's buſineſs, the Chancellor's ſpeech on 
that occaſion had been tranſmitted hither, and 
ſeems to clear him from the imputation of pre- 
judging. Another ching we wondered at, is, to 
find the Commons, in their votes, approve the 
ſending for the guards, by whom a man was 
killed. Such a thing would, they ſay, look 
monſtrous in England. 

Your Grace feems to think, they will not 
break on money-matters : But we are taught an- 
other opinion, That they will not paſs the great 
bill, until they have ſatisfaftion about the Chan- 
cellor. And what the conſequence of that will 


be, I ſuppoſe you may gueſs from 1. you know 
by this time. | 


My 
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My Lord, we can judge ho otherwiſe here, 
than by the repreſentation made to us. I ſincere- 
ly look upon your Grace, to be matter of as much 
wiſdom and ſagacity as any perſon I have known; 
and from my particular reſpect to you, and your 
great abilities, ſhall never preſume to centure 
your proceedings, until I am fully appriſed of 
the motives: Your Grace is looked on here, as 
altogether in the other party, which I do never 
allow, when it is ſaid to me. * conceive you to 
follow the dictates of your reaſon ang conſcicnce; 
and whoever does that, will, in pubtie manage- 
ment, often differ, as well from one ſide as an- 


other. 
As to myſelf, I take Ireland to be the worſt 


: place to be in while the parliament ſits ; and pro- 
bably I may thiak the ſame of England in a month 
or two. I have few obligations (further than per- 
ſonal friendſhip and civilities) to any party: I 
have nothing to atk for, but a little money to pay 
my debts ; which, 1 doubt, they never will give 
me. And, wanting wiſdom to judge better, I 
follow thoſe who I think are for preſerving the 
conſtitution in church and ſtate, without examin- 
ing whether they do fo from a principle of virtue 
or of intereſt, &c. 


LET: 
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L E TT E R CLXXIX. 
LORD PRIMATE LINDSAY TO DR SWIFT. 


8 1R, January 5, 1713-14. 
OUR's I received the 2d inſtant, and im- 
mediately got Mr Juſtice Nutley to write to 

the biſhop of Killaloe “, at Kells, to know of him, 
whether, if we could get him tranſlated to the 
biſhoprick of Raphoe, he would accept of it: 
And this day we received his anſwer, that it was 
not worth his while, to carry his family ſo far 
northwards, for ſo little advantage as that bi- 


ſhoprick would bring him; his own being up- 


wards of a thouſand pounds a-year, and Raphoe 
not much above eleven hundred. The reaſon 
why I got Judge Nutley to write, was becauſe I 
apprehended it might ſeem irkſome to him to be 
perſuaded by myſelf: to accept of what I left; 
though at the ſame time I can aſſure you, I have 
done little more than ſaved myſelf whole by that 


| biſhoprick : And he might, if he pleaſed, in a 


little time, have received 1600 l. or 1700 l. for 
fines ; ſo that if this comes time time enough to 
your hands, you will prevent any further motion 
that way. But if Meath drops, I believe it would 
be an acceptable poſt; and the truth is, he hath 
always, in the worſt of times, voted honeſtly, 
and behaved himſelf as a true ſon of the church. 

| s In 

* Dr William Lloyd. 
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In the mean time, be aſſured the Judge knows 
not that you are concerned in this affair. 

There is a gentleman, whom I believe you 
muſt have heard of, Dr Andrew Hamilton *, 
archdeacon of Raphoe, a man of good learning 
and abilities, and one of great intereſt in that 
country, whom I could wiſh you would move 
for (fince the biſhop of Killaloe refuſeth) to ſuc- 
ceed me in Raphoe, as one that is the moſt 
likely to do good in that part of the country, of 
any one man I know. 

And now be pleaſed to accept my thanks for 
the great ſervices you have done me; and as you, 
have contributed much to my advancement, fo I 
muſt deſire you, upon occaſion, to give me your 
farther aſſiſtance for the ſervice of the church. 

The Parliament is prorogued to the 18th in- 

ſtant; but the Whigs continuing obſtinate, and 
deaf to all perſuaſions, to carry on the Queen's 
buſineſs with peace and gentleneſs, we conclude 
it muſt be diſſolved. 
If this ſhould not come time enough to your 
hands, to prevent the biſhop of Killaloe's letter 
for a tranſlation to Raphoe, I will labour all I 
can to make him eaſy. I am, &c. 


LE T- 


* Though recommended by the Primate to ſucceed him in 
the ſce of Raphoe, he was not preferred to it; Dr Edward 
Bynge being then advanced to that biſhoprick. 

\ 
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Li BP; (PE Bi M 
THE EARL OF ANGLESEY TO DR SWIFT. 


Mu Dean, *' Dublin, Fan. 16, 1713-14. 
OU judged extremely right of me, that I 
ſhould, with great pleaſure, receive what 

you tell me, that my endeavours to ſerve her 

_ Majeſty, in this kingdom, are agreeable to my 

Lord Treaſurer, and the reſt of the miniſters. I 

have formerly ſo freely expreſſed to you the ho- 

nour I muſt always have for his Lordſhip, that I 

think I cannot explain myſelf more fully on that 

ſubject. But what his Lordſhip has already done 
for the church, and the church intereſt here, 
and what we have aſſurance will ſoon be done, 
will give his Lordſhip ſo entire a command in the 
affections of all honeſt men here, (which are not 

a few) that, I am perſuaded, he will ſoon find 

Ireland an eaſy part of the adminiſtration. For 

it is my firm opinion, that ſteady and vigorous 

meaſures will ſo ſtrengthen the hands of our 
friends in both kingdoms, that, after the efforts 
of deſpair (which never laſt long) are over, her 

Majeſty, and her miniſters, will receive but little 

trouble from the faction, either on this, or your 

ide of the water. 
You are very kind to us, in your od offices 
for Mr Phipps ; becauſe a mark of favour, ſo ſea- 
ſonably 
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ſonably as at this time, conferred on Lord Chan- 
cellor's ſon, will have a much greater influence, 
and reach farther than his Lordſhip's perſon. I 
am preparing for my journey, and I hope I ſhall 
be able to lay ſuch a ſtate of this kingdom before 
my Lord Treaſurer, as may prevent future diſap- 
pointments, when it ſhall be thought neceſſary to 
hold a parliament. If this parliament is not to 
ſit after the preſent prorogation, I do think, were 
I with you, I could offer ſome reaſons why the 
filling the vacant biſhopricks ſhould be deferred 
for a little time. I praiſe God for his great 
goodneſs, in reſtoring her Majeſty to her health; 
the bleſſing of which, if we had no other way of 
knowing, we might learn from the mortification 
it has given a certain ſet of men here. 1175 

I ſhall trouble you with no compliments, be- 
cauſe I hope ſoon to tell you, how much 1 am, 
dear Sir, your's, | 
| | ANGLESEY. 
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LET T E R CLXXXI, 


The EARL of PETERBORoWw, (being abroad in 
embaſſies) from Sicily, to DR SWIFT. 


March 5, 1713-14. 


' QUERIES for DR SWI r, next Saturday, 


at dinner. 


HET HER any great man, or miniſter, 

has favoured the Earl of Peterborow 
with one ſingle line ſince he left England; for, 
as yet, he has not received one word from any 
of them, nor his friend of St Patrick? 

Whether, if they do not write, till they know 
what to write, he ſhall ever hear from them? 

Whether any thing can be more unfortunate, 
than to be overcome when ſtrongeſt, outwitted, 


having moſt wit, and baffled, having moſt money. 


Whether betwwixt two flodls (Reverend Dean) 
be not a good old proverb, which may give ſub- 
ject for daily meditation and mortification ? 

I ſend the lazy ſcribbler a letter from the ex- 
tremities of the carth, where I paſs my time, ad- 
miring the humility and patience of that power 
heretofore ſo terrible; and the new ſcene which 
we ice, to wit, the Moſt Chriſtian King, waiting 
with ſo much reſignation and reſpect, to know 
the Emperor's pleaſure as to peace or war. 

Vol. XV. D | Where 
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Where I reflect, with admiration, upon the po- 
litics of thoſe, who, breaking with the old allies, 
dare not make uſe of the new ones; who, pulling 
down the old rubbiſh and ſtructure, do not erect 
a new fabric on ſolid foundations. But this is 
not ſo much to the purpoſe ; for in the world of 
of the moon, provided toaſtings continue, the 
church and ſtate can be in no danger. 

But, alas! in this unmerry country, where we 
have time to think, and are under the neceflity 
of thinking; where impiouſly we make uſe of 
reaſon, without a blind reſignation to providence, 
the bottle, or chance; what opinion, think you, 
we have of the preſent management in the refined 
parts of the world, where there are juſt motives 
of fear? When neither ſteadineſs nor conduct 
appears, and when the evil feems to come on 
apace, can- it be believed, that extraordinary re- 
medies are not thought of? 

Heavens ! what is our fate? What might have 
been our portion, and what do we ſee in the age 
we live in? France and England, the kings of 
Spain and Sicily, perplexed and confounded by 
a headſtrong youth *; one, who has loſt ſo many 
kingdoms by pride and folly; and all theſe 


powerful nations at a gaze, ignorant of their de- 


ſtiny; not capable of forming a ſcheme, which 
they can maintain, againſt a Prince, who has 
neither ſhips, money, nor conduct. Some of 
the miniſters aſſiſted and ſupported with abſolute 


5 power, 
Chatles the Twelfth of Sweden. / 
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power, others with a Parliament at their diſpoſal, 
and the moſt inconſiderable of them with the In- 
dies at their tail. 

And what do I ſee in the centre, as it were, of 
ignorance and bigotry? The firſt requeſt of a 
Parliament to their King, is to employ effectual 
means againſt the increaſe of prieſts, the idle de- 
vourers of the fat of the land. We ſee churches, 
ſhut up by the order of the Pope, ſet open by 
dragoons, to the general content of the people. 
To conclude ; it fell| out, that one of our ac- 
quaintance * found himſelf, at a great table, the 
only excommunicated perſon by his Holineſs ; the 
reſt of the company eating and toaſting, under 
anathemas, with the onde of a hardened he- 
retic. | 

Look upon the oroſe I ſend you. See, never- 
theleſs, what a, ſneaking figure he makes at the 
foot of the parſon. Who could expect this from 
him? But he thinks, reſolves, and executes. . 

If you can gueſs from whence this comes, ad- 


_ dreſs your letter to him, 4 Meſfſreurs 8 * 
Fretti Sacerdotti, Genoa. 


D 2 TIET . 


* Probably the Rev. Mr George Berkeley, fellow of Dublin- 
college, who went chaplzin and ſecretary to the Earl of Peter- 
vorow to Sicily, at the recommendation of Dr Swift. 
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Lorn Tan ksungn OxroRD To DR Sethe: 
in a counterfeit hand, with a bill; when the 
Printer Morphew was proſecuted by the Houſe 
of Lords, for the Pamphlet, intituled, The Pu- 
blic Spirit of the Whigs +, 


5 dor fd thna ail Letter with bill L. g00. 
Received Mar. 14, 1713-14. 


W edneſday Night. 
HAVE heard, that ſome honeſt men, who 


are very innocent, are under trouble, touch- 
ing a printed pamphlet. A friend of mine, an 
obſcure perſon, but charitable, puts the: incloſed 
bill in your hands, to anſwer ſuch exigencies, as 
their caſe may immediately require. And I find 
he will do more, this being only for the preſent. 
If this comes ſafe to your hands, it is enough. 


LET 


% 


+ This pamphlet was written in anſwer to a tract of Sir Rich- 
ard Stecle's, called the Criſis, and publiſhed on the ſecond of 
March, 1713-14. All the Scots Lords then in London, went 
to the Queen, and complained of the affront put on them and | 
their nation by the author; upon which, a proclamation was 
publiſhed by her Majeſty, offering a reward of three hundred 
pounds to diſcover him. 
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/ 


LERED: XV R CLXXXIII. 


A Letter from an Informer to LoR D TREASURER, | 
offering to diſcover the Author of the Pamphlet, 


called, The Public Spirit of the 77 higs. 


March 18, 1713-14. 


URSUANT to her Majeſty's proclamation 

of the fifteenth of this inſtant March, for 
diſcovering the author of a falfe, malicious, and 
factious libel, intituled, The Public Spirit of the 
IWhigs ; wherein her Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed 
to promiſe a reward of three hundred pounds, to 
be paid by your Lordſhip ; which faid difcovery 
I can make. But your Lordſhip, or ſome per- 
ſons under your Lordſhip, have got ſuch an ill 
name in paying ſuch rewards : Inſtance two poor 
men, vis. John Greenwood, and John Bouch, 


who took and brought to juſtice ſix perſons, vul- 
garly Mohocks ; which the ſaid two poor men 


never received more than twenty pounds, and the 
latter thirty; and they had no partners concern- 
cd with them, as appears by the Attorney-Gene- 
ral's reports to your Lordſhip; which if I ſhould 
be ſo ſerved, to cauſe any perſons to be puniſhed, 
and be no better rewarded, will be no encourage- 
ment for me to do it ; for theſe two poor men 
being ſo plain a precedent for me to go by. Your 
Lordſhip's moſt humble and moſt obedient ſer⸗ 
vant, | L. M. 
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Humorous Lines by Lord Treaſurer OxrorD, 
{ent to DR SWIFT, DR AkBuTHNoOT, MR 
e and MR Gay. EL 


_ 


— 


* 14. 1714. Back Stairs, paſt 8521 
. 


N a ſummons ſo large, which all clergy contains, 
I muſt turn Diſmal's * convert, or part with 


* 


„* 


A 
* 


my brains, 
Should I ſcruple to quit the back ſtairs for your 1 
blind ones, 9 | 


Or refuſe your true juncto + for one. of 


The following is their Anſaer to his Lordſhip, chiefly 
 evritten by the Dean. 


Let not the Whigs our Tory club rebuke ; 
Give us our Earl 2, the devil take their Duke ||. 
DPuzdem que attinent ad Seriblerum, 
Want your aſſiſtance now to clear em. 
One day it will be no diſgrace, 
In ſcribbler to have had a place. 
| Come. 
* Diſmal was Lord Nottingham. | 
+ Dr Swift, Dr Arbuthnott, Mr Pope, and Mr Gay, were. 
writing the hiſtory of Martinus Scriblerus ; and theſe four Wits, 
in conjunction, are ſtiled by Lord Treaſurer, A junio, 
+ Of Oxford. 
Of Marlborough. 
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Come then, my Lord, and take your part in 


The important hiſtory of Martin. 
THE DEAN. 
A pox on all ſenders 


For any pretenders, 

Who tell us theſe troubleſome ſtories, 
In their dull hum-drum key, 
Of arma virumque, 

* Hanonie qui primus ab oris. 
A pox too on Hanmer, 

Who prates like his gran-mere, 
And all his old friends would rebuke: 
In ſpite of the carl 

Give us but our Earl, 
The devil may take their Duke. 
Then come and take part in 
The memoirs of Martin; 


Lay down your white ſtaff and grey habit : 


For truſt us, friend Mortimer, 


Should you live years forty more, 


Hec olim meminiſſe juvabit, 


The duchy of Hainault: 
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LETTER CLAXSV. 
More Lines of Humour, by Loxv TREASURER. 


April 14, 1714. 
HONOUR the men, Sir, 
| Who are ready to anſwer, 
When I aſk them to ſtand by the Queen; z 
In ſpite of orators, 
And blood-thirſty praters, 
Whoſe hatred I highly eſteem. 
Let our faith's defender 
Keep out every pretender, | 
And long enjoy her own; 
Thus you four, five, 


May merrily live, 
Till _—_— is dead as a ſtone. | 


nn n 
THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIPT. 


BROTHER , April 24, 1714. 
SHOULD ſooner have thanked you for 
your letter, but that I hoped to have ſeen 
you here by this time. You cannot imagine 
how 

* The Duke of Ormond was one of the ſixteen brothers ; the 
Duchels, therefore, calls Swift brother in her Lord's right. 


See the note to a letter from Lord Marley to the Dean, dated 
July 17, 1714. 
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how much I am grieved, when I find people I 

with well to, run counter to their own intereſt ; 
and give their enemies ſuch advantages, by be- 
ing fo hard upon their friends, as to conclude, 
if they are not without fault, they are not to 
be ſupported, or ſcarce converſed with. For- 
tune is a very pretty gentlewoman ;z but how ſoon 
ſhe may be changed, nobody can tell. Fretting 
her, with the ſceing all ſhe does for people only 
makes them deſpiſe her, may make her ſo ſick, 
as to alter her complexion ; but I hope our 
friends will find her conſtant, in ſpite of all they 
do to ſhock her. And remember the * ſtory of 
the arrows, that were very cafily broke fingly ; 
but when tied up cloſe together, no ſtrength of 
man could hurt them. But that you may never 


feel 


* In this letter, the Ducheſs alludes to the diviſion then ſub- 
ſiſting among the miniſters at court; and it is probable, that 
the hint about the ſtory of the arrows, produced the poem called 
the Faggot, which the Dean wrote about this time. It is ſaid, 
ander the title, to have been written in the vear 1713, when 
the Queen's miniſters were quarrelling among themſelves. It 
begins thus: 


Obſerve the dying father ſpeak; 

Try, lads, can you this bundle break ? LF, 
Then bids the youngeſt of the ſix 

Take up a heap of well-bound ſticks. | 

They thought it was an old man's maggot, 

And {trove by to break the faggot. 

In vain : The complicated wands, 

Were much too ſtyong for all their hands. 

See, ſaid the fire, how ſoon 'tis done: 

Then took and broke them one by one. 
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feel any ill conſequences from whatever may hap- 


pen, are the ſincere wiſhes of, brother, your's, 


with all ſiſterly affection, M. ORMOND. 


LETTER CLXXXVIL 
To THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 


My LoRp, London, May 18, 1714. 
HAD done myſelf the honour of writing to 
your Excellency, above a month before 
your's of March 'the 5th came to my hands. 
The Saturdays dinners have not been refumed 
ſince the Queen's return from Windſor ; and I 
am not ſorry, ſince it became ſo mingled an 


aſſembly, and of ſo little uſe either to buſineſs or 


converſation : So that I was content to read your 
queries to our two great friends. The Treaſu- 
rer ſtuck at them all; but the Secretary acquit- 
ted himſelf of the firſt, by aſſuring me he wo 


often written to your Excellency. 


I was told the other day, of an anſwer you. 
made to ſomebody abroad, who enquired of you 
the ſtate and diſpoſitions of our Court: That you 


could not tell, for you had been out of England 


a fortnight. In your letter, you mention the 


world of the moon, and apply it to England ; 


but the moon changes but once in four weeks. 
By both theſe inſtances, it appears you have a 
better opinion of our ſteadineſs than we deſerve ; 

* yy for 


-_ 
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for I do not remember, fince you left us, that 
we have continued above four days in the'fame 
view, or four minutes with any manner of con- 
cert. I aſſure you, my Lord, for the concern I 
| have for the common cauſe, with relation to 
affairs both at home and abroad, and from the 
perſonal love I bear to our friends in power, I 
never led a life ſo thoroughly uneaſy as I do at 
preſent. Our ſituation is ſo bad, that our ene- 
mies could not, without abundance of invention 
and ability, have placed us ſo ill, if we had left it 
entirely to their management. For my own part, 
my head turns round; and, after every conver- 
ſation, I come away juſt one degree worſe in- 
formed than I went. I am glad, for the honour 
of our nation, to find, by your Excellency's letter, 
that ſome other Courts have a ſhare of frenzy, 
though not equal, nor of the ſame nature with 
our's. The height of honeſt men's withes at pre- 
ſent, is to rub off this Seſſion ; after which nobody 
has the impudence to expect that we ſhall not 
immediately fall to pieces: Nor is any thing I 
write, the leaſt ſecret, even to a Whig footman. 

The Queen is pretty well at preſent ; but the 
leaſt diſorder ſhe has, puts all in alarm; and when 
it is over, we act as if ſhe were immortal. Nei- 
ther is it poſlible, to perſuade people to make any 
preparations againſt an evil day. There is a ne- 
goctation now on hand, which, I hope, will not 
be abortive : The States-General are willing to 
declare themſelves fully fatisfic with the peace 


and 
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and Queen's meaſures, &c. and that is too po- 
pular a matter to flight. It is impoſſible to 
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tell you, whether the Prince of Hanover intends 


to come over or no. I ſhould think the latter, 
by the accounts I have ſeen. Yet our adverſaries 
continue ſtrenuouſly to aſſert otherwiſe, and very 
induſtriouſly give out, that the Lord Treaſurer 
is at bottom; which has given ſome jealouſies, 
not only to his beſt friends, but to ſome I ſhall 
not name ; yet I am confident they do him 
wrong. This formidable journey is the perpe- 
tual ſubje& both of Court and coffee-houſe chat. 

Our myſterious and unconcerted ways'of 'pro- 
ceeding, have, as it is natural, taught every body 
to be refiners, and to reaſon themſelves into a 
thouſand various conjectures : Even I, who con- 


verſe moſt with people in power, am not free 


from this evil: And particularly, I thought my- 


ſelf twenty times in the right, by drawing con- 


cluſions very regularly from premiſes which have 
proved wholly wrong. I think this, however, 
to be a plain proof, that we act altogether by 
chance; and that the game, ſuch as it is, plays 
itſelf. | 
By the preſent incloſed in your Excellency's 
letter, I find the Sicilians to be bad delineators, 
and worſe poets. As ſneakingly as the Prince 
looks at the Biſhop's foot, I could have made 
him look ten times worſe ; and have done more 
right to the piece, by placing your Excellency 
there repreſenting your Miſtreſs the Queen, and 
k [ delivering 


; 
! 
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delivering the crown to the Biſhop, with orders 
where to place it. I ſhould like your new King 
very well, if he would make Sicily his conſtant 
reſidence, and uſe Savoy only as a commendam. 
Old books have given me great ideas of that 
iſland. I imagine every acre there worth three 
in England; and that a wiſe prince, in ſuch a 
ſituation, would, after ſome years, be able to 
make what figure he pleaſed in the Mediterra- 


ncan. 


The Duke df 1 not liking the wea- 


ther on our fide the water, continues in Ireland, 


although he formally took his leave there ſix 
weeks ago. Tom Harley is every hour expected 
here, and writes me word, he has ſucceeded at 
Hanover to his wiſhes. Lord Strafford writes 
the ſame, and gives himſelf no little merit upon 
it, 

Barber the printer was, ſome time ago, in 
great diſtreſs, upon printing a pamphlet, of 
which evil tongues -would needs call me the 
author “: He was brought before your Houſe, 
which addreſſed the Queen in a body, who kind- 
ly publiſhed a proclamation, with 3ool. to dif- 
cover. The fault was calling the Scots a fierce 


poor northern people. So well protected are : 


thoſe who ſcribble for the government. Upon 
which, I now put one query to your Excellency, 
What has a man, without employment, to do 
among miniſters, when he can neither ſerye him- 
ſelf, his friends, nor the public? 

Vor. XV. E ©: 5M 


* The Public Spirit of the Whigs, 
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In my former letter, which I ſuppoſe was ſent 
to Paris to meet you there, I gave you joy of 
the government of Minorca. One advantage 
you have by being abroad, that you keep your 
friends; and I can name almoſt a dozen great 
men, who thoroughly hate one another, yet all 


love your Lordſhip. If you have a mind to pre- 


ſerve their friendſhip, keep at a. diſtance ; or 
come over, and ſhew your power, by reconciling 
at leaſt two of them; and remember, at the 


ſame time, that this laſt is an impoſlibility. If. 


your Excellency were here, I would ſpeak to 
you without any conſtraint ; but the fear of ac- 


cidents, in the conveyance of this letter, makes 


me keep to generals. I am ſure you would have 
prevented a great deal of ill, if you had conti- 
nued among us ; but people of my level muſt be 
content to have their opinion aſked, and to ſee 
it not followed, altho' I have always given it with 
the utmoſt freedom and impartiality. I have 
troubled you too much ; and, as a long letter 


from you is the moſt agreeable thing one can re- 


ceive, ſo the moſt agreeable return would be a 
ſhort one. I am ever, with the. greateſt reſpe& 
and truth, - : 
My Logp, | 
- — | Your Fxcellency's 
Moſt obedient, and 
Moſt humble ſervant. 


LET. 
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L E T TR CUREIENT. 
CHIVERTON CHARL TON, ESQ, CAPTAIN 
OF THE YEOMEN OF THE GUARD, 


10 DR SWIFT, 


81 R, | May 22, 1714. 
EARING from honeſt John “, that you 


ſtill perſiſt in your reſolution of retiring 


into the country, I cannot but give you my 
thoughts of it, at the fame time that I am ſenſible 
how intruding it may appear 1n me to trouble 


you with what I think: But you have an un- 


lucky quality, which expoſes you to the forward- 
neſs of thoſe who love you; I mean, good na- 
ture. From which, though I did not always 
ſuſpect you guilty of it, I now promiſe myſelf 


an eaſy pardon. So that, without being in much 


pain as to the cenſure you may paſs upon my 
aſſuraace, I thall go on gravely to tell you, I 
am entirely againſt your deſign. 

I confeſs a juſt indignation at ſeveral things, 
and particularly as the return your fervices have 
met with, may give you a difguſt to the Court; 
and that retirement may afford a pleafing pro- 
ſpect to you, dies have lived ſo long in the 
hurry, and hav 
load of buſineſs; and the more fo at this junc- 


ture, when the diſtraction among your friends RR 
E 2 | enough. 


* Alderman Barber, 


orne ſo great a ſhare of the 
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enough to make any one ſick of a courtier's life. 


But on theſe very accounts, you ſhould chuſe 


to ſleep; and convince the world, that you are 


as much above private reſentment, where the 
public is concerned, as you are incapable of be- 
ing tired out in the ſervice of your country; and 
that you are neither afraid, nor unwilling, to face 
a ſtorm in a good cauſe. 

It is true, you have leſs. reaſon than any one 
I know, to regard what the world ſays of you; 
for I know none, te whom the world hath been 
more unjuſt. Yet fince the moſt generous re- 
venge is to make-the ungrateful appear yet more 
ungrateful, you ſhould ſtill perſecute the public 
with freſh obligations; and the rather, becauſe 
ſome there are of a temper to acknowledge be- 
nefits ; and it is to be hoped, the reſt may not 
always continue ſtupid. At leaſt (ſuppoſe the 
worſt) the attempt to do good, carries along with 
it a ſecret ſatisfaction, with which if yoh are not 
ſenſibly affected, I am at a loſs how to account 
for many of your actions. I remember very 


well, what you have ſometimes ſaid upon this 


ſubje&, as if you were now grown uſeleſs, &c. 
To which I have this to anſwer, that though 
your efforts are in vain to-day, ſome unforeſeen 
accident may make them otherwiſe to-morrow z 


and that, ſhould you, by your abſence, loſe any 


happy opportunity, you will be the firſt to re- 
proach yourſelf with running away, and be the 


Laſt man in the world to pardon it, If I denied 


felf< 
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ſelf-intereſt to be at the bottom of all J have ſaid, 
I know you would think I ly'd villainouſly, and 
perhaps not think amiſs ; for I ſtill flatter my- 
ſelf with the continuance of that favour you 
have, on many occaſions, been pleaſed to ſhew 
me; and am vain enough to fancy, I ſhould be 
a a conſiderable loſer, if you were where I could 
not have an opportunity of clubbing my ſhilling 
with you now and then gt good eating. But as 
much as I am concerned on this account, I am 
not ſo ſelfith to ſay what I have done, if it were 
not my real opinion; which, whether you re- 
gard or not, I could not deny myſelf the ſatiſ- 
faction of ſpeaking it, and of aſſuring you, that 
I am, with the utmoſt ſincerity and reſpect, Sir, 
your moſt obliged, and moſt taithful humble 
ſervant, S 
CH. CHARLTON. 


My Lady Ducheſs “, I can anſwer for her, is 
very much your ſervant, though I have not her 
commands to fay ſo. She is gone to ſee the 
Duke of Beaufort, who is ſo ill, *tis feared he 
cannot recover. She went this morning ſo early, 
I have had no particular account how he is ; but 
am told, he does nothing but doze. The meſ- 
ſenger came to her at three in the morning; and 
ſhe went away immediately afterwards. 

Lady Betty deſires me to thank you for your 
letter; ; and would be glad, ſince the Provoſt is 

E 3 graciouſly 


Of Ormond. 
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graciouſly pleaſed to ſtay her Majeſty's time, to 
know where it is he deſigns to ſtay. | 
_ Honeſt Townſhend and I have the ſatisfaction 
to drink your health, as often as we do drink 
together. Whether you approve of your being 
toaſted with the biſhop of London, and ſuch 
people, I cannot tell. 

My ſervant is juſt now come from the Ducheſs, 
of Ormond, and gives ſuch an account of the 
Duke of Beaufort, that it is thought he cannot. 
poſſibly recover. 


4 


n r N Garn 


MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 


8 IR, London, une 8, 1714. 
INCE you went out of the town, my Lord 
Clarendon was appointed envoy extraor- 
dinary to Hanover, in the room of Lord Paget; 


and by making uſe of thoſe friends, which I en- 


tirely owe to you, he hath accepted me for his 
ſecretary. This day, by appointment, I met his 
Lordſhip at Mr Secretary Bromley's office *: 
He then ordered me to be ready by Saturday. 
L am quite off from the Ducheſs of Monmouth +. 

* Bromley was joint ſecretary with Bolingbroke. 


+ Mr Gay had been ſecretary, or domeſtic Reward to the 
Ducheſs, widow of the Duke. of Monmouth, who was beheaded. 
in the firſt ycar of King James II. | 


he 


ed 
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Mr Lewis was very ready to ſerve me upon this 
occaſion, as were Dr Arbuthnott, and Mr Ford. 
I am every day attending my Lord Treaſurer for 
his bounty, in order to ſet me out; which he 

hath promiſed me upon the following petition, 


which I ſent him by Dr Arbuthnott. 


The Epigrammatical Petition of Fohn Gay. 


I'm no more to converſe with the ſwains, 
But to go where fine people reſort : 
One can live without money on plains, 
But never without it at Court 
If, when with the ſwains I did gambol, 
I array'd me in filver and blue ; 
When abroad, and in Courts, I ſhall ramble, 
Pray, my Lord, how much money will do? 


We had the honour of the "Treaſurer's com- 
pany laſt Saturday, when we ſat upon” Scrib- 
lerus *. Pope is in town, and hath brought. 
with him the firſt book of Homer. 


I am to be at Mr Lewis's this evening, with 
the Provoſt+, Mr Ford, Parnell,. and Pope. It 
is thought my Lord Clarendon will make but a 
ſhort ſtay at Hanover. If it was poſſible that 
any recommendation could be procured, to make 
me more diſtinguiſhed than ordinary, during 


my 


„Memoirs of Martinus Scriblerus ; a joint work of Pope, 
Arbuthnott, and others. See Pope's works. 


1 Of Dublin-college, Dr Benjamin Pratt, 
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my ſtay at that Court, I ſhould think myſelf 
very happy, if you could contrive any method 
to proſecute it; for J am told, that their civilities 
very rarely deſcend fo low as the ſecretary, I 
have all the reaſon in the world, to acknowledge 
this as wholly owing to you. And the many 
' favours I have received from you, purely out of 
your love for doing good, aſſures me you will 
not forget me in my abſence. As for myſelf, 
whether I am at home or abroad, gratitude will 
always put me in mind of the man, to whom I 
owe ſo many benefits. I am your moſt obliged 
humble ſervant, "GA LF 


DRL 3 {6 KN CAC 


DR SWIFT TO MISS ESTHER VANHOMRIGH.. 


Upper Letcomb, near Wantage, Berks,, 
June 38, 1714. 
HAVE not much news to tell you from 
hence, nor have I had one line from any 
body fince I left London, of which I am very 
glad: But, to ſay the truth, I believe I ſhall not 
ſtay here ſo long as I intended. I am at a clergy- 
man's houſe, whom I love very well; but he is 
ſuch a melancholy thoughtful man, partly from 
nature, and partly by a ſolitary life, that I ſhall 
ſoon catch the ſpleen from him. Out of caſe 
and complailance, I deſire him not to alter any 


of 
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of his methods for me; ſo we dine exactly be- 
tween twelve and one. At eight we have ſome 
bread and butter, and a glaſs of ale; and at ten 
he goes to bed. Wine is a ſtranger, except a 


little I ſent him; of which, one evening in two, 


we have a pint between us. His wife has been 


this month twenty miles off, at her father's, and 


will not return theſe ten days. I never ſaw her; 
and perhaps the houſe will be worſe when ſhe 
comes. I read all day, or walk; and do not 
ſpeak as many words as I have now wrote, in 
three days : So that, in ſhort, I have a mind to 
ſteal to Ireland, unleſs I find myſelf take more 
to this way of living, ſo different, in every cir- 


cumſtance, from what I left. This is the firſt 


ſyllable I have wrote to any body ſince you ſaw 
me. I ſhall be glad to hear from you, not as 
you are a Londoner, but as a friend ; for I care 


not three-pence for news, nor have heard one 


ſyllable ſince I came here. The Pretender, or 
Duke of Cambridge, may both be landed, and I 


never the wiſer : But if this place were ten times 


worſe, nothing ſhall make me return to town, 
while things are in the ſituation I left them. I 


give a guinea a week for my board, and can eat 
any thing. | 
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LET TE; -CXCL 
MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT. 


„ DAR Sin, London, June 8, 1714. 
HAVE incloſed all the letters that have come 
to my hands. I ſaw my Lord Treaſurer to- 

day, who aſked me where you were gone? I 

told his Lordſhip you were in Berkſhire *, He 

anſwered, it is very well ; I ſuppoſe I ſhall ſoon 
hear from him. My Lord Bolingbroke was very 
merry. with me upon your journey, and hoped 
the world would be the better for your retire- 
ment, and that I ſhould ſoon be the midwife. 

The ſchiſm bill was read the ſecond time yeſter- 

day, and committed for to-morrow, without a 

diviſion. Every body is in the greateſt conſter- 

nation at your retirement, and wonders at the 
cauſe, I tell them, it is for your health's ſake. 

Mr Gay is made ſecretary to my Lord Claren- 

don, and is very well pleaſed with his promotion. 

The Queen is ſo well, that the Sicilian Ambaſſa- 

dor 


* Swift having in vain endeavoured to bring about a recon- 
ciliation between Lord Oxford and Lord Bolingbroke, retired 
about. this time to the houſe of a friend, the Rev. My Gerie, at 
Wantage, in Berkſhire, who is ſtill living. Write was there, 
he wrote a diſcourſe, called, Free thoughts on theepreſent ſtate of 
affairs, and ſent it up to London: But ſome difference of opi- 


nion between him and Lord Bolingbroke, prevented its publica- 


tion at that time. The Queen died about ten weeks afterwards, 
and the diſcourſe has been ſince printed in his works, 


ta 


ri 


th 
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dor hath his audience to-night. She can walk, 
thank God, and is very well recovered. vir, 
your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

TDTYRANTE®. 


L ITT. En 


DR ARB UTHNO TTC, THE QUEEN'S DOMESTIC 


PHYSICIAN, TO DR SWIFT. 


DAR BROTHER +, St Fames's, June 12, 1714. 
AM glad your proud ſtomach is come down, 
and that you ſubmit to write to your friends, 

I was of opinion, that if they managed you right, 

they might bring you to be even fond of an ar- 

ticle in the Poſt-Boy, or Flying-Poſt. As for 


the preſent ſtate of our Court affairs, I thank 


God, I am almoſt as ignorant as you are, to my 
great eaſe and comfort, I have never enquired 
about any thing, ſince my Lady Maſham told 
the dragon j, that ſhe would carry no more 


meſſages, nor meddle nor make, &c. I don't 


know whether things were quite ſo bad when 
you went. The dragon _—_— this bill 5 pretty 
well, 


* Alderman Barber made a preſent of Dr Swift's picture, 
taken in the early time of his life, to the univerſity of Oxford. 

+ One of the ſixteen. 

Lord Treaſurer Oxford. 

8 To prevent the growth of ſchiſm, and for the farther ſecu- 
rity of the Church of England, as by law eſtabliſhed. It paſſed 
the Houſe of Lords, 13th June, 1714. 
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well, for you know, that is his forte: And I be- 


lieve, at the rate they go on, they will do mif- 
chief to themſelves, and good to nobody elſe. 

Lou know, that Gay goes to Hanover, and 
my Lord Treaſurer has promiſed to equip him. 
Monday is the day of departure; and he is now 


dancing attendance, for money to buy him ſhoes, 


ſtockings, and linen. 'The Ducheſs has turned 


him off *, which I am afraid will make the poor 


man's condition worſe, inſtead of better. 

The dragon was with us on Saturday night laſt, 
after having ſent us really a moſt excellent copy of 
verſes. I really believe, when he lays down, he 


will prove a very good poet. I remember the 


firſt part of his verſes, was complaining of ill 
uſage; and at laſt he concludes, 


ce He that cares not to rule, will be "wo to obey, 
C When ſummon'd by Gat, Pope, Parnell, 
and Gay.” 


Parnell has been thinking of going chaplain to my 
Lord Clarendon +; but they will not ſay whether 
he ſhould or not. I am to meet our club at the 
Pall-Mall coffee-houſe, about one to day, where 


we cannot fail to remember you. The Queen is 


in good health; much in the ſame circumſtances 


with the e een I mentioned, in attendance 


J 


I upon 


® The Ducheſs of Monmouth, to whom he had been ſecres» 
tary. 
+ Who was {ent by the Queen to the Court of Hanover. 


1 
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upon her miniſters, for ſomething ſhe cannot 
obtain. My Lord and my Lady Maſham, and 


Lady Fair, remember you kindly ; and none with 
more · ſincere reſpect, than your affectionate bro- 
ther, and humble ſervant, 


JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 


E ET T 1 1 cn 


DR SWIFT TO THE EARL OF OXFORD *, 


My Loxrn, 73 Mite 1414s 
HEN I was with you, I have ſaid more 

than once, that I would never allow 

quality or ſtation made any real difference be- 
tween men. Being now abſent, and forgotten, I 


have changed my mind. You have a thouſand 


people who can pretend they love you, with as 
much appearance of fincerity as I; fo that, ac- 
cording to common juſtice, I can have but a thou- 
ſandth part in return of what I give. And this dif- 
ference is wholly owing to your ſtation. And the 
misfortune is {till the greater, becauſe Ialways loved 
you juſt ſo much the worſe for your ſtation. For 
in your public capacity, you have often angered 
me to the heart; but as a private man, never once. 


Nog > F a 


* This letter was written from Berkſhire, after the DoQor 
had wholly quitted the miniſtry, upon finding it impoſſible 
reconcile the miſunderitandings between the * — | 
the Secretary. Si. 
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90 that if I only look towards myſelf, I could 
with you a private man to-morrow. For I have 
nothing to aſk, at leaſt nothing that you will 
give, which is the ſame thing. And then you 
would fee whether I ſhould not, with much more 
willingneſs, attend you in a retirement, whenever 
you pleaſe to give me leave, than ever I did at 
London or Windſor. For theſe ſentiments I will 
never write to you, if I can help it, otherwiſe | 
than as to a private perſon, nor allow myſelf to 
have been obliged by you in any other capacity. 
The memory of one great inſtance of your 
candour and juſtice, I will carry to my grave; that 
having been in a manner domeſtic with you for 
almoſt four years, it was never in the power of 
any public or concealed enemy, to make you think 
ill of me, though malice and envy were often em- 


ployed to that end. If I live, poſterity ſhall know 


that and more; which, though you, and ſome- 
body that ſhall be nameleſs, feem to value leſs 


than I could wiſh, is all the return I can make 


you. Will you give me leave to fay, how I would 


defire to ſtand in your memory ? as one who was 


truly ſenſible of the honour you did him, though 
he was too proud to be vain vpon it; as one 
who was neither aſſuming, officious, nor teaſing, 
who never wilfully miſrepreſented perſons or facts 
to you, nor conſulted his paſſions when he gave 
a character; and, laſtly, as one whoſe indiſgre- 
tions proceeded altogether from a weak head, and 
not an ill heart. I will add one thing more, 

which 
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which is the higheſt compliment I can make, that 
I never was afraid of offending you, nor am now 
in any pain for the manner I write to you in. I 
have ſaid enough, and, like one at your levee, 
having made my bow, I ſhrink back into the 
croud, I am, my Lord, Re. 


LI T n , CN 


MR POPE TO DR SWIET. 


June 18, 1714. 


me to make at any other time for writ- 
ing to you, I ſhall uſe none now, to a man who 
has owned himſelf as ſplenetic as a cat in the 
country. In that circumſtance, I know by expe- 


rience, a letter is a very uſeful, as well as amuſing. 


thing. If you are too buſied in ſtate affairs to 
read it, yet you may find entertainment in folding 
it into divers figures; either Moubling it into py- 
ramidical, or twiſting it into a ſerpentine form; 


or, if your diſpoſition ſhould not be ſo mathema- 


tical, in taking it with you to that place where 
men of ſtudious minds are apt to fit longer than 


ordinary; where, after an abrupt diviſion of the 


paper, it may not be unpleaſant to try to fit and 
rejoin the broken lines together. All theſe a- 


muſements I am no ſtranger to in the country; 


and doubt notg but by this time you begin to re- 


liſh them in your preſent contemplative ſituation. - 


F 2 1 


4 


HATEVER apologies it might become 


4 


„% DEAN SWIFT: 


I remember a man who was thought to have | 
fome knowledge in the world, uſed to affirm, 
that no people in town ever complained they 
were forgotten by their friends in the country. 
But my increaſing experience convinces me he 

—was miſtaken ; for I find a great many here grie- 
voufly complaining of you upon this ſcore. I 
am told further, that you treat the few you cor- 

| reipond with, in a very arrogant ſtyle ; and tell 
1 you admire at their inſolence, in diſturbing 
your meditations, or even enquiring of your re- 
treat “: But this I will not poſitively aſſert, be- 
cauic I never received any ſuch inſulting epiſtte 
from you. My Lord Oxford ſays, you have not 
written to him once ſince you went. But this 
perhaps may be only policy in him, or you ; apd 
I, who am half a Whig, muſt not entirely credit 
any thing he affirms. At Button's it is reported 
you are gone to Hanover, and that Gay goes on- 
ly on an embaily to you. Others apprehend ſome 
dangerous State-Treatiſe from your retirement 
and a Wit, who affects to imitate Balſac, ſays, 
That the miniſtry now, are like thoſe Heathens of 
old, who received their oracles from the woods. 
The Gentlemen of the Roman-Catholic perſua- 
fion are not unwilling to credit me, when I whiſ- 
per, that you are gone to meet ſome Jeſuits com- 
miſſioned 
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' * Some time before the death of Q. Anne, when her miniſters 
were quarrellingy.and the Dean could not reconcile them, he re- 
tired to a friend's houſe in Berkſhire, and never ſaw them after. 
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miſſioned from the Court of Rome, in order to 
ſettle the moſt convenient methods to be taken for 
the coming of the Pretender. Dr Arbuthnott is 
ſingular in his opinion, and imagines your only 
- deſign is to attend at full leiſure, to the life and 
adventures of Scriblerus *. This indeed niuſt be 
granted of greater importance than all the reſt ; 
and I with I could promiſe ſo well of you. The 
top of my own ambition is to contribute to that 
great work, and I ſhall tranſlate Homer by the 
ye. Mr Gay has acquainted you what progreſs. 
I have made in it. I can't name Mr Gay, with- 
out all the acknowledgments which I ſhall ever 
owe you on his account. If I writ this in verſe,, 
I would tell you, you are like the ſun ; and while 
men imagine you to be retired or abſent, are 
hourly exerting your indulgence, and bringing 
things to maturity for their advantage. Of all 
the world, you are the man, (without flattery) 
who ſerve your friends with the leaſt oſtentation: 
It is almoſt ingratitude to thank you, conſidering: 
your temper; and this is the period of all my 
letter, which I fear you will think the moſt im- 
pertinent. I am, with trueſt affection, your's, &c.. 2 


* This project (in which the principal perſons engaged were 
Dr Arbuthnott, Dr Swift, and Mr Pope) was, to write a com- 
plete ſatire in proſe upon the abuſes in every branch of ſcience, 
compriſed in the hiſtory of the life and writings of Scriblerus. 
Of which only ſome detached parts and fragments were done; 
ſuch as, the Memoirs of Scriblerus, the Travels of Gulliver, the 
Treatiſe of the Profund, the Literal Criticiſms on Virgil. &c. 
arb. 
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THOMAS HARLEY, ESQ. TO DR SWIFT. 


SIR, June 19, 1714. 
OUR letter gave me a great deal of plea- 
- ſure. I do not mean only the ſatisfaction 
one muſt always find in hearing from ſo good 
a friend, who has diſtinguiſhed himſelf in the 


— 


world, and formed a new character, which no 
body is vain enough to pretend to imitate. But 


you muſt know, the moment after you diſappear- 
ed, I found it was to no purpoſe to be unconcern- 
ed, and to flight (as I really have done) all the 
filly ſtories and ſchemes I met with every day; 
the effects of ſelf-conceit, and a frightened, haſty 
deſire of gain. They aſked me, Has not the 
Dean left the town ? Is not Dr Swift gone into 


the country? Yes. And I would have gone in- 


to the country too, if I had not learned, one 
cannot be hurt, till one turns one's back : For 
which reaſon, I will 90 no more on their er- 
rands. But ſeriouſly, you never heard ſuch 
bellowing about the town, of the ſtate of the 
nation, eſpecially among the ſharpers, ſellers of 
bear-ſkins , and the reſt of that kind; nor 

ſuch 


* Stock-jobbers. He who ſells that of which he is not poſe 
ſeſſed, is faid, proverbially, to ſell the bear's ſkin, while the 
bear runs into the woods, And it being common for ſtock- 
jobbers to make contracts for transferring ſtock at a future time, 
though they were not poſſeſſed of the ſtock to be W 
they were called ſellers of bear-Akins. 
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ſuch crying and ſqualjng among the Ladies: In- 
ſomuch that it has at laſt reached the Houſe of 


Commons; which I am ſorry for, becauſe it is 


hot and unealy ſitting there in this ſeaſon of the 
year, But I was told to-day, that in ſome coun- 
tries, people are forced to watch day and night, 
to keep wild beaſts out of their corn. Do you 
not pity me, for yielding to ſuch grave ſayings, 
to be ſtifled every day in the Houſe of Com- 
mons ? 1 | 

When I was out of England, I uſed to receive 
four or five letters each poſt, with this paſſage : 
As for what paſſes here, you will be informed 
© by others much better; therefore I ſhall not 
trouble you with any thing of that ſort.” 
You will give leave to uſe it now, as my excuſe 
to you for not writing news. I hope honeſt 
Gay will be better ſupplied by ſome friend or 


other. Before I received your direction, I had | 


ordered my ſervant, who comes next Monday 
out of Herefordſhire, to leave your horſe at 


the Crown in Farrington, where you can eaſily - 


ſend for him. I hear he was ſo fat, they could 


not travel him till he was taken down; and TI 


ordered he ſhould go ſhort journies : He is of 
a good breed, and therefore I hope will prove 
well; if not, uſe him like a baſtard, and I will 
chuſe another for you, I am, Sir, your moſt 
faithful humble ſervant, T. HARLEY.* 


LET- 


* This gentleman was couſin to the Lord Treaſurer. He 


died in January 1737, and left his eſtate to Edward Harley, Eſq, 
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MR THOMAS, SECRETARY TO LORD TREA- 
SURER, TO DR SWIFT. 


ge 


Rx v. SIR, 8 June 22, 1714. 

T was with ſome difficulty, that I prevailed 

with myſelf to forear acknowledging your 
kind letter. I can only tell you, it ſhall be the 

* buſineſs of my life, to endeavour to deſerve the 
opinion you expreſs of me, and thereby to re- 
commend myſelf to the continuance of your 
friendſhip. 

My Lord Treaſurer does, upon all e 
do juſtice to your merit; and has expreſſed to 
all his friends, the great eſteem he has for ſo 
hearty and honeſt a friend, and particularly on 
occaſion of the letter you mention to have lately 
writ to him. And all his friends can inform 
you, with what pleaſure he communicated it to 
them. 

And now for buſinebs ; ; Iam to acquaint you, 
that laſt Thurſday I received the 501. (which 
now waits your orders) and dated your receipt 
accordingly, which I delivered to Mr Wetham, 
who paid me the money. 

l do not pretend to tell you how matters go. 
Our friend ſays very bad. I am ſanguine enough 
to hope not worſe. I am, with all poſſible eſteem, . 
ever your's. 
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IL. E T T EN COU 
. 1 


DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


DE AR BROTHER, Kenſington, Fune 26, 1714. 
HAD almoſt reſolved not to write to you, 
for fear of diſturbing fo happy a ſtate as you 

deſcribe. On the other hand, a little of the & 

devil, that cannot endure any body ſhould enjoy 

a paradiſe, almoſt provoked me to give you a 

long and mates 4: ſtate of our affairs. For 

you muft know/ that it is juſt my own caſe. I 

have with great induſtry endeavoured to live in 

ignorance, but at the ſame time would enjoy Ken- 
ſington Garden; and then ſome. buſy diſcontent- 
ed body or another comes juſt croſs me, and be- 
gins a diſmal ſtory; and, before J go to ſupper, 


1 am as full of grievance as the moſt knowing of 
them. 


I will plague you a little, by telling you the 
drag on dies hard. He is now kicking and cuffing 
about him like the devil; and you know parlia- 
mentary management is the forte, but no hopes 
of any ſettlement between the two champions. 
The dragon ſaid laſt night to my Lady Maſham 
and me, that it is with great induſtry he keeps 
his friends, who are very numerous, from pull- 
ing all to pieces. Gay had a hundred pounds 
in que time, and went away a happy man. I 
have ſolicited both Lord Treaſurer and Bord Bo- 
lingbroke ſtr ongly for the Parnelian, and gave 


them 
N. 
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them a memorial the other day. Lord Treaſu- 


rer ſpeaks mighty affectionately of him, which 
you know is an ill ſign in eccleſiaſtical prefer- 
ments. Witneſs ſome, that you and I know, 
when the contrary was the beſt ſign in the world. 
Pray remember Martin *, who is an innocent 
fellow, and will not diſturb your ſolitude. The 
ridicule of medicine is ſo copious a ſubject, that 
I muſt only here and there touch it. I have 
made him ſtudy phyſic from the apothecary's 
bill, where there is a good- plentiful field for 
ſatire upon the preſent practice. One of his pro- 
jects was, by a ſtamp upon bliſtering plaiſters, and 
melilot by the yard, to raiſe money for the go- 
vernment, and to give it to Ratcliffe and others 


to farm. But there was like to be a petition from 


the inhabitants of London and Weſtminſter, who 
had no mind to be flea'd. There was a problem 
about the doſes of purging medicines publithed 
four years ago, ſhewing, that they ought to be 
in proportion to the bulk of the patient. - From 
thence Martin endeavours to determine the que- 
ſtion about the weight of the ancient men, by 
the doſes of phylic that were given them. One 
of his beſt inventions, was a ma of diſeaſes for 
the three cavities of the body, and one for the 
external parts ; juſt like the four quarters of the 
world. Then the great diſeaſes are like capital 
cities, with their {ymptoms all like ſtreets and 
ſuburbs, with the roads that lead to other diſ- 

: | caſes. 


Martinus Scriblerus, of whom Pope, Arbuthnott, and 
others, were to write the memoirs. 
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eaſes. It is thicker ſet with towns, than any Flan- 
ders map you ever ſaw. Ratcliffe is painted at 
the corner of the map, contending for the uni- 
verſal empire of this world; and the reſt of the 
phyſicians oppoſing his ambitious deſigns, with - 
a project of a treaty of partition to {ertle peace. 
There is an excellent ſubject of ridicule from 
ſome of the German phyſicians, who ſet up a 
ſenſitive ſoul, as a ſort of a firſt miniſter to the 
rational. Helmont calls him Archæus. Dolæus 
calls! him Microcoſmetor. He has under him 
ſeveral other genii, that reſide in the particular 
parts of the body, particularly prince Cardime- 
lech, in the heart; Gaſteronax, in the ſtomach; 
and the Plaſtic Pr ince, in the organs of genera- 
tion. I believe I could make you laugh at whe EX= 
plication of diſtempers, from the wars and allian- 
ces of thoſe princes; and how the firſt miniſter 
gets the better of his miſtreſs, Anima Rationalis. 
The beſt is, that it is making repriſals upon 
the politicians, who are ſure to allegoriſe all the 
animal œconomy into ſtate affairs. Pope has 
been collecting high flights of poetry, which are 
very good ; they are to be ſolemn nonſenſe. | 
I thought upon the following the other day, 
as I was going into my coach, the duſt being 
troubleſome : 


'The duſt in ſmaller particles aroſe, 

Than thoſe which fluid bodies do compoſe : 
Contraries in extremes do often meet; 

Twas now ſo dry, that you might call it wet, 


1 


\ 
42 DEAN SWIF T's 


I don't give you theſe hints to divert you, but 
that you may have your thoughts, and work 
upon them. | 
I know you love me heartily; and yet I will 
not own, that you love me better than I love 
you. My Lord and Lady Maſham love you too, 
and read your letter to me with pleaſure. My 
Lady fays ſhe will write to you, whether you 
write to her or not. Dear friend, adieu. 


* 


L E T T E A cxcvnm. 
MR JOUN BARBER TO DR SWIFT. 


HoNOURED SIR, London, July 6, 1714. 
| HAD vour's of the 3d inſtant, and am hear- 
3 tily glad of your being in health, which I 
hope will continne. Pray draw what bills you 
pleaſe : VII pay them on demand. 
I fortunately met Lord Bolingbroke e 
the minute I had your letter. 1 attacked him 
for ſome wine, and he immediately ordered you 
two dozen of, red French wine, and one dozen of 
ſtrong Arizana white wine. The hamper will be 
{ſent to-morrow by Robert Stone, the Wantage 
carrier, and will be there on Friday. I am afraid 
it will coſt you 5s. to George, my Lord's butler; 
but I would 40 nothing without order. My 
$ Lord bid me tell you this morning, that he will 
E write to you, and let you know, that as great a 
I philoſopher 


f 
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philoſopher as you are, you have had the pip; 
that the public affairs are carried on, with the 


ſame zeal, and quick diſpatch, as when you was 


there; nay, that they are improved in ſeveral 
particulars z that the ſame good underſtanding 


continues; that he hopes the world will be the 


better for your retirement; that your inimitable ' 
pen was never more wanted than now; and more, 


which I cannot remember. I believe he expects 
you ſhould write to him. He ſpoke many affec- 
tionate and handſome things in your favour. I 


told him your ſtory of the ſpaniel, which made 
him laugh heartily. I am, &c. 
L. E T T E NM Gen 
MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT- 


S IR, Lambert-Hill, Fuly 6, 1714. 


Thankfully acknowledge the receipt of a pac- 


Þ ket * ſent laſt Sunday. I have ſhewn it on- 
ly to one perſon, who is charmed with it, and 


will make ſome ſmall alterations and additions to 
it, with your leave. You will the eaſier give 


leave, when I tell you, that it is one of the beſt 
pens in England. Pray favour me with a line. 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedient ſervant, . 


JOHN BARBER. 


Indorſed thus by the Dean : 
Fohn Barbers letter about the pamphlet. 


VoL. XV. G LET. 
Probably, Free thoughts on the preſent ſlate of affairs. 
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„ TK O00 
MR THOMAS, SECRETARY TO LORD TREA» 


SURER, TO DR SWIFT. 


| Rev. SR, Ju 6, 1714. 
T SHOULD not have preſumed to break in 


upon your retirements, nor ſo much as en- 


quire for your addreſs, had not the incloſed 


given me a fair occaſion to aſk after your health. 


I need not add any thing to what the papers 
will inform you touching that affair. The per- 


ſon mentioned in the Baron's letter, has not yet 
called upon me. When you have indorſed the 
letter of attorney, pleaſe to return that, and the 
Baron's letter, that I may follow his directions. 
I dare not mention any thing of politics, to one 


that has purpoſely withdrawn himſelf from the 


din of it. I ſhall only tell you, that your friends 
applaud your conduct, with relation to your own 
eaſe 3 but they think it hard you ſhould abdicate 


at a juncture your friendſhip ſeems to be of the 


moſt uſe to them. I am ſure ſome of them want 
your advice, as well as aſſiſtance. You will for- 
give this digreſſion from buſineſs, when I tell 
you, I ſhall not repeat this trouble, not having 
ſo much as kept a copy of your direction. You 
may direct your commands to me, under cover 
to our common friend. I hope you believe me 
too ſenſible of obligations, to need formal aflur- 

| ances 


: 
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ances of the ſincere reſpect, (DR I am, 
Rev. Sir, your moſt obedient and moſt humble 
ſervant, WILLIAM THOMAS. 


L 1 T I 
ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ, TO DR SWIFT. 


9 I R, Whitehall, July 6, 1714. 
OU give me ſuch good reaſons for your 
defire of knowing what becomes of our 
grand affair, that, to oblige you, and perhaps 
to give myſelf vent, I will tell you what I think 
on it. The two Ladies * ſeem to have deter- 
mined the fall of the dragon , and to entertain 
a chimerical notion, that there ſhall be no Mon- 
ſieur le Premier, but that all power ſhall reſide 
in one, and profit in the other. 'The man of 
Mercury ꝙ ſoothes them in this notion, with. 
great dexterity and reaſon ; for he will be Mon- 
ſieur le Premier then of courſe, by virtue of the 
little ſeal. | His character is too bad to carry the 
great enſigns; therefore he takes another me- 
thod, and I think it very artful, viz. to con- 
tinue his preſent ſtation, to which the power 
may altogether be as properly attached as to the 
wand. In this brangle I am no otherwiſe con- 
cerned, than that I muſt loſe part of the pleaſure 

„„ I 

* The Queen, and Lady Somerſet. 
+ Lord Treafurer Oxford, + Lord Bolingbroke. 
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I had in the converſation of my friends. And 
that I am really apprehenſive the two Ladies may 
ſuffer by the undertaking ; for the man of Mer- 
cury's bottom is too narrow, his faults of the 
firſt magnitude; and we cannot find, that there 
is any ſcheme in the world how to. proceed, 
Mercurialis * complains, that the dragon + has 
uſed him. barbarouſly ; that he is in with the 
democraticals, and never conferred a ſingle obli- 
gation upon him ſince he had the wand. Le 
temps nous eclaircira. 

I propoſe to move on the 2d of Auguſt to 
Bath, and to ſtay there, or go from thence, 
according as our chaos ſettles here. I believe 1 
ſhall not go to Abercathy, otherwiſe L would 
attend you. Shall not we meet at Bath? Before 
I began this paragraph, I ſhould have added 
ſomething to the former, which is, that the 
the dragon is accuſed of having betrayed his 
friends yeſterday, upon the matter of the three 
explanatory articles of the Spaniſh treaty of com- 
merce, which he allowed not to be beneficial ; 
and that the Queen might better preſs for their 
being changed, if it was the ſenſe of the Houſe 
they ought to be ſo. The addrefs then mo 
without a negative. 

I thank you for the account you gave me of 
the farm in Buckinghamſhire. I could like the 


thing, and the price too, very well ; but when 


it comes to a point, I own my weakneſs to you. 


N | l 


* Lord Bolingbroke. + Lord Freaſurer. 
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I can't work myſelf up to a reſolution, whilſt I 
have any hope of the 200 l. a-year I told you of 
in my own pariſh ; it lies now at ſale: If I miſs, 
I would catch greedily at the other. 
When I am at the Bath, I will ſet down. * 


hints you deſire. 


L ET T EN 


CHARLES FORD, ESQ; * TO DR SWIFT-.- 


Indorſed, Affairs go worſe. London, July 6. * 


F Barber be not a very great blockhead, I 
ſhall ſoon ſend you a letter in print, in an- 
ſwer to your laſt : I hope it may be next poſt, for 
he had it on Sunday. I took. care to blot out 
the e's out of onely, and the a's out of ſcheame, 
which I ſappoſe is the meaning of your queſtion, 
whether I corrected it ? 1 don't know any other 
alteration is wanted; and I made none, except in 
one paragraph, that I changed the preſent to the: 
| paſt tenſe four times; and I am not ſure I did. 
right in it neither. There is ſo great a tenderneſs: 
and regard all along to the that I could have 
wiſhed this expreſſion had been out, [the uncer- 
tain timorous nature of the J. But there 
was no ſtriking it out, without ſpoiling the beauty 
G 3 of 


This gentleman was by the Dean's intereſt made Gazetteer. 
See the Dean's Letter to Mrs Dingley, dated July 1, 1712. 
+, The year is omitted, but it ſhould be 1774. 
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of the paſſage ; and, as if I had been the author 


myſelf, I preferred beauty to diſcretion. I really 
think it is at leaſt equal to any thing you have 
writ; and I dare ſay, it will do 2. dine as 
matters ſtand at preſent *. 

The Colonel g, and his friends, give the game 
for loſt on their ſide; and I believe, by next week, 
we ſhall ſee Lord Bolingbroke at the head of af- 
fairs. The Biſhop of Rocheſter + is to be Lord 
Privy Seal. They talk of ſeveral other alterations, 


as, that my Lord Trevor is to be Preſident of the 


Council; Lord Abingdon, Lord Chamberlain; 
Lord Angleſey, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland; 
that My Bromley l is to go out, and a great many 
more in leſſer employments. I fancy theſe re- 
Ports are ſpread, to draw in as many as they can 
to oppole the new ſcheme. I can hardly think 
any body will be turned out of the Cabinet, ex- 
cept the Treaſurer and the Privy Scal 5. Perhaps 
my Lord Paulet J may lay down. Certainly the 
| Secretary 


* Tt is not known, that the Dean publiſhed, or was about to 
publiſh, any thing at this time, except the Free Thoughts. It is 
therefore probable, that this tract was printing, or printed, when 
the Dean ſuppreſſed it for the freaſons mentioned before. The 
words, however, which Mr Ford ſays he could have wiſhed to 
have blotted aut, but ſpared for the beauty of the paſſage, are 
not to be found in the copy printed in the Dean's works; nor is 
it caly to determine, where they originally ſtood. 

+ Lord Oxford. 

+ Sce Lewis's Letter of Auguſt 10, 1714. 

I} Secretary for the Northern Provinces, 

& Lord Dartmouth, 

qe Lord Steward. 
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Secretary may continue in, if he pleaſes; and I 
don't hear that he is diſpoſed to reſign, or that 
he is ſo attached to any miniſter, as to enter into 
their reſentments. What has John of Bucks * 
done ? and yet the report is very ſtrong, that he 
is to be ſucceeded by my Lord ''——or +. The 
Duke of Shrewſbury was one, out of eight or nine 
Lords, that ſtood by my Lord Bolingbroke yeſter- 
day, in the debate about the Spaniſh treaty, and 
ſpoke with a good deal of ſpirit. Is it likely he 
is to be turned out of all ? 'The Lords have made 
a repreſentation to the Queen, in which they de- 
fire her to ſurmount the inſurmountable difficul- 
ties the Spanith trade lies under by the laſt treaty. 
It is thought there was a majority in the Houſe, 
to have prevented ſuch a reflection upon the trea- 
ty, if they had come to a diviſion. The clamour 
of the merchants, Whig and Tory, has been too 
great to have paſſed a vote in vindication of it as 
it ſtands ratified. But my Lord Angleſey, and his 
ſquadron, ſeemed willing to oppoſe any cenſure 
of it; and yet this repreſentation was ſuffered to 
paſs, no-body knows how. To-day they are to 
take into conſideration the Queen's anſwer to 
their addreſs, deſiring to know who adviſed her 
to ratify the explanation of the three articles. 
She ſent them word, ſhe thought there was little 

difference 


* Tohn Sheffield, Duke of Buckinghamfhire. 
+ Trevor, Lord Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas. He had 
been created Lord Trevor of Bromham, in Bedfordihye, Jan, x, 
171112. 
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difference between that, and what was ſigned at 
Utrecht. When they rite, I will tell you what 
they have done. The laſt money-bill was ſent up 
yeſterday ; ſo that, in all probability, the Parlia» 

ment will be up in two or three days, and then 

we ſhall be entertained with Court affairs. I hope 

you got mine laſt poſt, and one a fortnight ago. 

Will the change of the miniſtry affect Elwood? 

He is in pain about it. I am told the people of 
Ireland are making a ſtrong oppolition againſt 

the preſent Provoſt. 

The conſideration of the Queen's anſwer is 
deferred till to-morrow. I am now with Lord 
Guilford,, ands three other Commiſſioners of 
Trade, who were examined to-day at the bar 
of the Houſe of Lords. They are prodigi- 

_ ouſly pleaſed with what has been done. But 1 
don't underſtand it well enough, to give you an 
account of it. For the rapture they are in, hin-- 
ders them from explaining themſelves clearly. I 
can only gather, from their manner of diſcourſe; 
that they are come off without cenfure.. 


TIER COOL 
CHARLES FORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


S IR, | Londen, Fuly 10, 1714. 
HAT anſwer ſhall I ſend ? Iam againſt 

any alteration ; but additions, I think, 

ought by no means to be allowed. I wiſh I had 
called 
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called ſooner at St Dunſtan's ; but I did not ex- 
pect it would have come out till Thurſday, and 
therefore did not go there till yeſterday. Pray let 
me know what you would have done. Barber was 
a blockhead to have ſhewed it at all; but who 

can help that? Write an anſwer, either for your- 
ſelf, or me; bur I beg of you to make no conde- 
ſcenſions “. 

Yeſterday put an end to the Seſſion, and to 
your pain. We gained a glorious victory at the 
Houſe of Lords, the day before: The attack was 
made immediately on Arthur Moore +, who ap- 
peared at the bar with the other Commiſſioners 
of the Trade. The South-Sea Company had pre- 
pared the way for a cenſure, by voting him guilty 
of a breach of truſt, and incapable of ſerving 
them in any office for the future. This paſſed 
without hearing what he had to ſay in his de- 
fence, and had the uſual fate of ſuch unreaſonable 
reflections. Thoſe who propoſed the reſolutions, 
were blamed for their violence ; and the perſon 
accuſed, appearing to be leis guilty than they 
made him, was thought to be more innocent than 
I doubt he is. The Whigs propoſed two queſ- 
tions in the Houſe of Lords againſt him, and loſt 
both; one, by twelve; and the other, I think, by 
cighteen votes. 

| Court 


This probably relates to the Free Thong bis. 

+ One of the Commiſſioners of Trade and Plantations, who 
was accuſed of being bribed by the Court of Spain, to favour that 
kingdom in the treaty of commerce made between it and Eng- 
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Court affairs go on as they did. The cry is 
ſtill on the Captain's fide “*. Is not he the per- 
ſon Barber means, by one of the beſt pens in 
England? Tt is only my own conjecture, but I 
can think of no body elſe. Have you the Queen's 
ſpeech; the Lords addreſs, &c. or ſhall I ſend 
them to you ? and do you want a comment ? 
Have Pope and Parnell been to viſit vou, as they 
intended? 

J had a letter yeſterday from Gay, who is at 
the Hague, and preſents his humble ſervice to 
you. He has writ to Mr Lewis too; but his re- 
ſpect makes him keep greater diſtance with him; 
and I think mine is the FR letter, which 
I am ſorry for. 

We were alarmed by B. +, two days ago: He 
ſent Tooke word, our friend was ill in the coun- 
try; which we did not know how to interpret, 
till he explained it. It was Mrs M. 4 he meant; 
but ſhe is in no danger. Pray, write immediate- 
ly, that there may be no further delay to what 
we ought to have had a week ago. 


LET. 


* Lord Bolingbroke; alluding to his difference with Lord 
Oxford. See the next Letter. 
+ Probably John Barber, 


+ Probably Mrs Manley, the writer of the Atlantis, who lived 
with Barber at that time. | 
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LS Tr 
DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


DAR BROTHER, Kenſington, July 10, 1714. 
HAVE talked of your affairs to nobody but 

L my Lady Maſham. She tells me, that ſhe 
has it very much at heart, and would gladly do 
it for her own ſake, and that of her friends; but 
thinks it not a fit ſeaſon to ſpeak about it. We 
are indeed in ſuch a ſtrange condition as to poli- 
tics, that nobody can tell now, who is for who. 
It were really worth your while to be here, for 
four- and- twenty hours only, to conſider the odd- 
neſs of the ſcene. I am ſure it would make you 
reliſh your country life the better. 

'The dragon holds faſt, with a dead grip, the 
little machine *. If he would have taken but 
half ſo much pains to have done other things, as 
he has of late, to exert himſelf againſt the Eſquire, 
he might have been a dragon, inſtead of a dagon. 
I would no more have ſuffered and done what 
he has, than I would have fold myſelf to the 
gallies. Hec inter nos. However, they have 
now got rid of the parliament, and may have 
time to think of a ſcheme: Perhaps they may 
have one already. I know nothing; but it is fit 
to rally the broken forces under ſome head or 
another. They really did very well the laſt day 

but 


* His Treaſurer's ſtaff. 
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but one in the Houſe of Lords ; but yeſterday 


they were in a flame about the Queen's anſwer, 


till the Queen came in, and put an end to it. 
The dragon ſhewed me your letter, and ſeem- 


ed mightily pleaſed with it. He has paid ten 


pounds for the manuſcript, of which I believe 
there are ſeveral in town. 


It is a * hiſtory of the laſt invaſion of Scot- 
land, wrote juſt as plain, though not ſo well, as 
another hiſtory, which you and I know, with 

I characters 


This hiſtory was publiſhed about ten days after 5 being 


conveyed to the preſs by ſome of the tranſcribing clerks. The 


author laments the miſcarriage of the Pretender's expedition to 


Scotland; and hates the Union, as a bar to the like deſigns of 


France for the future. It is plain enough from the preface, 
what induced Dr Arbuthnott (who had only read the firſt two 
ſheets of it in manuſcript) to ſay to the Dean, „It was wrote as 
plain, though not ſo well, as another hiſtory, that you and 1 
know.” He means here, Dr Swift's hiſtory of the peace of 
Utrecht, which he had then written, and had ſhewn to moſt of 
his friends. The Scotch author gives this account of his own 
work in the preface: That having uſed a little freedom with 
ſeveral perſons of rank and power, in the characters I have given 
of them, and in the relation of ſeveral matters of fact; com- 
mon prudence requires theſe memoirs ſhould lie dormant, till 
ſuch be out of capacity to refent the ſame, either on myſelf, or 
poſterity.” From theſe words it is plain, Dr Arbuthnott did 
expect to find the characters of ſome conſiderable perſons of that 
age drawn in that work, with the ſame-freedom, that he found 
ſome others in the Dean's hiſtory ; though he well knew, that 


this obſcure writer was as far inferior to his friend in genius, as 
he was different in principles, the Dean having always been fo 


firmly attached to the Proteſtant ſettlement, that he never did, 


either directly, or indirectly, write, or adviſe his friends to write, 
one word in favour of the Pretender. 


2 


. 8 Uy _ 


mn „ -« @ © - 


— 2 


5 


— 7 


. 2 


298 as 
c 


CORRESPONDEN GCE. 85 


characters of all the men now living, the very 
names, and invitation that was ſent to the Pre- 
tender. This by a flaming Jacobite, that won- 
ders all the world are not ſo. Perhaps it may be 
a Whig, that perſonates a Jacobite. I ſaw two 
ſheets of the beginning, which was treaſon every 
line. If it goes on at the ſame rate of plain- 
dealing, it is a very extraordinary piece, and 
worth your while to come up to ſee it only. Mr 
Lockhart, they ſay, owns it. It is no more his, 
than it is mine. Do not be fo dogged ; but, af- 
ter the firſt ſhower, come_up to town for a week 
or ſo, It is worth your while. Your friends 


will be glad to ſee you, and none more than my- 
ſelf. Adieu. 


E 4 £7 ©. K.. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. - 


July 13, 1714. 

NEVER laughed, my dear Dean, at your 
leaving the town: On the contrary, I thought 

the reſolution of doing ſo, at the time when you 
took it, a very wiſe one. But, I confeſs, I 
laughed, and very heartily too, when I heard, 
that you affected to find, within the village of 
Letcombe, all your heart defired. In a word, I 
judged of you, juſt as you tell me in your letter, 
that I ſhould judge. If my grooms did not live 
Vol. XV. H a 
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a happier life than I have done this great while, 
I am ſure they would quit my ſervice. Pe plea- 
fed to apply this reflection. Indeed, I with. I 
had been with you, with Pope and Parnell, gui- 
bus neque animi candidiores. In a little time, per- 
haps, I may have leiſure to be happy. I con- 
tinue in the ſame opinions and reſolutions as you 
left me in; I will ſtand or fall by them. Adieu. 

No alteration in my fortune, or circumſtances, 
can alter that ſincere friendſhip, with which I 
am, dear Dean, yours. 

I fancy you will have a viſit from that great 
politician and caſuiſt, the Duke *. He is at Ox» 
ford, with Mr Clarke +. 


* LY. a E SA 1 4. 
*» FEY eas 5 


A . PeY 


ET MT TR OCOYE 
CHARLES FORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT Þ 


Londen, July 1 Ty 1714. 

OU ſee I was in the right; but I could 

I with the booby 5 had not convinced me, 
by naming my Lord - Bolingbroke, and then I 
ſhould have dealt well enough with him. Since 


it has happened ſo, the beſt remedy I could 
think 
Perhaps the Duke of Ormond, | 
4 George Clarke, Doctor of Laws, Fellow of All Souls, who + 
had been Secretary to Prince George of Denmark, as Lord 
High Admiral, and was Member of Parliament for the Uni- 
verſity of Oxford. . 
{ Dr Swift was at this time in Berkſhire, y Barber. 
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think of, was, to write him a very civil anſwer ; 
in which, however, I have deſired to fee the 
alterations: This is mentioned with great reſpect 
to my Lord. Though he is promiſed to have it 
again to-morrow, it is probable he may be. dif- 
appointed; and there may be time enough for 
me to receive your directions what I ſhall do, 
when I get it into my hands. If the alterations 
are material, Shall I ſend it to ſome other printer 
as it was firſt written“ ? Reflect upon every 
thing you think likely to happen, and tell me 
before-hand what is proper to be done, that no 
more time may be loſt. I hate the dog, for mak- 
ing his court in fuch manner. 

I am very ſorry you have had occaſion to re- 
move your premier miniſter. We are told now, 
we ſhall have no change in our's, and that the 
Duke of Shrewſbury will perfectly reconcile all 
matters. I am ſure you will not believe this, any 
more than I do; but the dragon + has been more 
chearful than uſual for three or four days ; and 
therefore people conclude the breaches are heal- 
ed. I rather incline to the opinion of thoſe who 
ſay he is to be made a Duke, and to have a pen- 
ſion. Another reaſon given why there is to be 
no change, is, becauſe the parliament was not 
adjourned to iſſue new writs in the room of thoſe 


H 2 who 


This was a pamphlet, intitled, Tu, on the Preſent State 
of Affairs, The Queen's death prevented the publication of it 
in thoſe times. It never appeared until the year 1741. 

+ The Earl of Oxford. 
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who were to come in upon the new ſcheme, that 
they might fit in the Houſe at the next meeting. 
But I can't ſee why an adjournment may not do 
as well at the beginning as at the end of a Seſſion; 
and certainly it will diſpleaſe leſs in January or 
February, than it would have done in July. The 
Whigs give out, the Duke of Marlborough is 
coming over, and his houſe is actually now fitting 
up at St James's. We have had more varicty of 
lies of late, than ever I remember. The hiftory 
we were formerly talking of, would {well to a 
prodigious ſize, if it was carried on. There was 
a fire laſt night in Tower-Hill, that burnt down 
forty or fifty houſes. You fay nothing of com- 
ing to town. I hope you don't mean to ſteal 
away to Ireland, without ſeeing us. 


LETTER CCVIT. 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; 10 DR SWIFT. 


July 17, 1714. 

AM ſorry to find, by thoſe that have freſher 

1 advices from you, than your's of the ele- 
venth inſtant to me, that Parviſol's * conduct 
| puts 


* Parviſol was the Dean's agent in n The Dean's ob- 
ſervations on the names marked A, B, C, are thus written on 
the blank part of the original letter. [A] Mr Maſham, who 


Vas the Queen's favourite, fell out in a rage, reproaching Lord 
Oxford very injuriouſly. [B] The Dragon, Lord Treaſurer O 


ford, ſo called by the Dean, by centraries ; for he was the 
mildeſt, wiſeſt, and beſt miniſter that ever ſerved a Prince. 


[C] Lord Bolingbroke, called fo by Mr Lewis. 
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puts you under a neceſſity of changing the admi- 
niſtration ; for it will probably draw you to Ire- 
land whether you will or no. However, I hope . 
to ſee you at Bath three weeks hence, whatever 
happens. I meet with no man or woman, who 
pretend, upon any probable grounds, to judge 
who will carry the great point. [A] our female 
friend, told LB] the dragon, in her own houſe, 
laſt Thurſday morning, theſe words:“ You never 
did the Queen any ſervice, nor are you capable 
of doing her any.” He made no reply, but ſup- 
ped with her, and C] Mercurialis, that night, at 
her own hodſe. His revenge is not the leſs me- 
ditated for that. He tells the words clearly and 
diſtinctly to all mankind. Thoſe who range un- 
der his banner, call her ten thouſand bitches and 
kitchen-wenches. Thoſe who hate him, do the 
ſame. And from my heart J grieve, that ſhe 
flould give ſuch a looſe to her paſſion; for ſhe 
is ſuſceptible of true friendſhip, and has many 
ſociable and domeſtic virtues. The great attor- 
ney “, who made you the ſham offer of the 
Yorkſhire living; had a long conference with the 
dragon on Thurſday, kiſſed him at parting, and 
curſed him at night, He went to the country 
yeſterday ; from whence, ſome conjecture, no- 
thing conſiderable will be done ſoon. Lord Har- 
ley +, and Lady Harriot 2, went this morning to 
Hz Oxford. 

Perhaps Lord Chancellor Harcourt. : 


+ Edward, fon to the Lord Treaſurer Oxford. 
1 Wife of Lord Harley. 
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Oxford. He has foiſhed all matters with Lord 
Pelham “, as far as can be done without an Act 


of Parliament. The compoſition was ſigned by 


the auditor, and Naylor, brother-in-law to Pel- 
ham. This day ſe'nnight Lord Harley is to have 
the whole Cavendiſh eſtate, which is valued at 
ten thouſand pounds per annum, and has upon it 
forty thouſand pounds worth of timber. But 
three of this ten thouſand pounds a-year, he had 
by the will. He remits to Lord Pelham the 
twenty thouſand pounds charged for Lady Har- 
riot's fortune on the Holles eſtate ; and gives him 
ſome patches of land, that lye convenient to him, 
to the value of about twenty thouſand pounds 


more. According to my computation, Lord 


Harley gets by the agreement (if the timber is 
worth forty thouſand pounds) one hundred and 


Forty thouſand pounds; and when the jointures 


fall in to him, will haye ſixteen thouſand pounds 

a-year. But the cant is, twenty-ſix thouſand 
pounds. Lord Pelham will really have twenty 
ſix thouſand pounds a-year. from the Newcaſtle 
family, which, with his paternal eſtate, will be 
twice as much as Lord Harley's. 'The eftate of 
the latter is judged to be in the beſt condition; 
and ſome vain-glorious friends of our's ſay, it is 
worth more than the other's ; but let that pals. 
Adieu. 


L E T- 
* The preſent Duke of Neweaſtle. 
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LETTER COIN. 
LORD HARLEY TO DR SWIFT. 
 BroTHrr * Swirr, July 17, 1714. 


OUR fiſter + has at laſt got rid of her 
lawyers. We are juſt ſetting out for Ox- 
ford, where we hope to ſee you. I am your 
affectionate brother, 8 HARLEY. 


e E R CCIX. 


DR ARBUTHNOTT To DR SWIFT. 


mate BROTHER, London, Jul 17, 1714. 


"THOUGHT it neceflary to ſpeak to Lady 
Maſham about that affair, becauſe I believe 

it will be neceſſary to give her Majeſty the ſame 
notion of jt, which the memorial does g, and 
not that you are aſking a little ſcandalous ſalary 
for 


A company of ſixteen, all men of the firſt claſs, Swift in- 
cluded, - dined once a week at the houſe of each other, by rota» 
tion, and went under the general denomination of Brothers, 
The number was afterwards enlarged, and they dined at a 
tavern every Thurſday, Lord Harley was one, which accounts 
for the addreſs of this Letter. 

7 1 ady Henrietta Harley, wife of Lord Harley. . 

A memorial to the Queen, humbly deſiring her Majeſty to 
appoint him hiſtoriographer. See Swiſt's Letter to Miſs Yan« 


| homrigh, in this collection, e I, 1714. 
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for a ſinecure. Lewis defpairs of it, and thinks 
it quite over ſince a certain affair. I will not 
think ſo. I gave your letter, with the incloſed 
memorial cava/ierment, to Lord Bolingbroke. He 
read it, and feemed concerned at ſome part of 
it, expreſſing himſelf thus ; © That it would be 


« amongſt the eternal ſcandals of the government, 


te to ſuffer a man of your character, that had. fo 
& well deſerved of them, to have the leaſt un- 
© eaſy thought about thoſe matters.” As to 
the fifty pounds, he was ready to pay it; and, 
if he had it about him, would have given it me. 
'The dragon was all the while walking with the 
Duke of Shrewſbury. So my Lord Bolingbroke 
told me, © I would immediately ſtir in this mat- 
ee ter, but I know not how I ſtand with ſome 
&« folks ;” (for the Duke of Shrewſbury has 
taken himſelf to the dragon in appearance). I 
« know how I ſtand with that man“ (pointing 
to the dragon). “ But as to the other, I can- 
© not tell: However, I will claim his promiſe: 
And ſo he took the memorial. : 
Do not think I make you a bare compliment 
in what I am going to ſay : For I can aflure you 
I am in earneſt, I am in hopes to have two 
hundred pounds before I go out of town, and 
you may command all or any part of it you 
pleaſe, as long as you have occaſion for it. I 
know what you will ſay ; “ 'To fee a ſcoundrel 
« pretend to offer to lend me money.” Our 
ſituation at preſent is in ſhort thus: They have 
ronipi 
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rompu en viſiere with the dragon, and yet don't 
know how to. do without him. My Lady Ma- 
ſham has in a manner bid him defiance, without 
any ſcheme or likeneſs of it, in any form or 
ſhape, as far as I can ſee, Notwithſtanding he 
viſits, cringes, flatters, &c. which is beyond ay 
comprehenſion. 

I have a very comical account of Letcombe, 
and the Dean of St Patrick's, from Pope, with 
an epiſode of the burning-glaſs. I was going to 
make an epigram upon the imagination of your 
burning your own hiſtory with a burning-glaſs. 
I with Pope or Parnell would put it into rhyme. 
The thought is this: Apollo ſpeaks ; © That 
e ſince he had inſpired you to reveal thoſe 
& things, which were hid, even from his own 
light, ſuch as the feeble ſprings of ſome great 
e events; and perceiving that a faction, who 
% could not bear their deeds to be brought to 
light, had condemned it to an ignominious 
flame; that it might not periſh ſo, he was 
© reſolved to conſume it with his own; a cele- 
&« ſtial one.” And then you muſt conclude with | 
ſome ſimile; thus, &c. There are two or three 
that will fit it. 

Whiſton has at laſt oubliſhed his project of 
the longitude ; the moſt ridiculous. thing, that 
ever was thought on. But, a pox on him ! he 
has ſpoiled one of my papers of Scriblerus, which 
was a propoſal for the longitude, not very un- 
like his, to this. purpoſe ; That ſince there was 

no 
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no pole for eaſt and welt, that all the princes of 
Europe ſhould join and build two. prodigious 
poles, upon high mountains, with a vaſt light- 
' houſe, to ſerve for a pole-ſtar. 1 was thinking of 
a calculation of the time, charges, and dimen- 
fions. Now, you muſt vaderſtand, his project 
is by light-houſes, and a. of bombs at a 
certain hour. 

Lewis invited me to dinner to-day, and has 
diſappointed me. I thought to have faid ſome- 
thing more about you. LI have nothing more to 
add, but, my dear friend, adieu. 


SR e Bc: hs 


TO THE DUKE OF OR MOND., 


My LoRp, July 17, 1714. 
NEVER expected that a great man ſhould 

1 remember me in abſence; becauſe I knew 
it was unreaſonable, and that your Grace is too 
much troubled with perſons about you, to think 
of thoſe who are out of the way. But, if Dr 
Pratt has done me right, IJ am miſtaken ; and 
your Grace has almoſt declared, that you expect- 
ed a letter from me: Which you ſhould never 
have had, if the miniſtry had been like you; for 
then I ſhould have been always near enough to 
have carried my own meſſages. But I was hear- 
tily weary of them ; and your Grace will be my 
5 that I el of My good ſucceſs, 
from 
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from their manner of proceeding, ſome months 
before I left town; where I thought it became 


me to continue no longer, when I could do no 


: ſervice, either to myſelf, my friends, or. the 
g public. By the accounts I have from particular 
1 friends, I find the animoſity between the two 
"2 great men does not at all diminiſh : Tho' I hear 
it is given out, that your Grace's ſucceſſor * has 
8 undertaken a general reconcilement. If it be true, 
I this will ſucceed like the reſt of his late under- 
0 takings. 
I muſt beg your Grace's pardon, if I intreat 
you, for ſeveral reaſons, to ſee Lady Maſham as 
often as you conveniently can: And I muſt like- 
wiſe deſire you, to exert yourſelf in the diſpoſal 
of the biſhoprics in Ireland. It is a ſcandal to 
| the Crown, and an injury to the Church, that 
4. they ſhould be fo long delayed. There are ſome 
1d hot-beaded people on the other ſide the water, 
W who underſtand nothing of our Court, and 
0 would confound every thing; always employed 
+ to raiſe themſelves upon the ruins of thoſe cha- 
Dr racters they have blaſted. I wiſh their inter- 
ad meddling may not occaſion a worſe choice than 
&Q- your Grace approved of laſt winter. However, 
yer beg you will take care that no injury be done 
for to Dr Pratt or Dr Elwood, who have more merit 
to and candour than a hundred of their detractors. 
ar- I am, with the greateſt reſpect, my Lord, your 
my Grace's moſt obedient, and moſt obliged humble 
els, ſervant, ; J. 8. | 
om LET- 


* The Duke of Shrewſbury. 
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CHARLES FORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


London, July 17, 1714. 

X SECOND to-morrow is almoſt paſt, and 
nothing has been yet left at St Dunſtan's. 

B. * will loſe by his prodigious cunning ; but that 
is nothing to the puniſhment he deſerves. Had 
it been only his fear, he would have choſen ſome- 


body elſe to conſult with; but the rogue found 


out it was well written, and ſaw the paſſages that 


galled. I am heartily vext at the other perſon +, 


from whom one might have expected a more ho- 
nourable proceeding. There is ſomething very 
mean in his deſiring to make alterations, when 1 
am ſure he has no reaſon to complain, and is at 
leaſt as fairly dealt with as his competitor f. Be- 
fides, a great part of it is as much for his ſervice, 


as if he had given directions himſelf to have it 


done. What relates to the Pretender, is of the ut- 
moſt uſe to him: and therefore I am as nuch ſur- 
prized at this delay, as at his ungenerous manner 
of treating an unknown author, to whom he is ſo 
much obliged. But perhaps I may wrong him, 
and he won't defire to turn the whole to his 


own advantage. If it had come to me yeſterday, 


or to-day, I was reſolved to have ſent it to ſome 
I | other 


%, 
* Barber, + Lord Bolingbroke, Lord Oxford. 
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other printer, without any amendment; but now 
I ſhall wait till J have your directions. I wiſh you 
had employed ſomebody elſe at firſt ; but what 
ſignifies withing now? After what B. writ in 
his laſt, I can hardly think he will be ſuch a 
as not to let me have it: And in my anſwer, I 


have given him all manner of encouragement to 
do it. He has as much aſſurance as he can well 


defire, that the alterations ſhall be complied with; 
and a poſitive promiſe, that it ſhall be returned to 
him; the ſame day he leaves it, at St Dunſtan's. 

I can't imagine why we have no miſchief yet. 
Sure we are not to be diſappointed at laſt, after the 
buſtle;that has been made. It is impoſſible they + 
can ever agree, and I want ſomething to make my 


letters ſtill entertaining. I doubt you will hard- 


ly thank me for them, now the parliament is up; 


The Queen has not yet appointed the time for 
removing to Windſor. My Lord Chief Baron 


Ward is dead, and we have already named ſeven 
ſucceſſors, among whom is our Lord Chancellor 
Phipps. Frank Anneſley was to have his place 
under my Lord Angleſey, ſo that it is well for 


him we have provided him with another for life. 


„ LET. 


HgBarber. + Lords Oxford and Bolingbroke, 


but as ſoon as any thing happens, you ſhall know- 
= - | | 
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LETTER ccm. 


CHARLES FORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


London, July 20, 1714. 
HO would ever do any thing for them, 
when they are ſo negligent of their own 
intereſt ? The Captain muſt fee, what ule it would 
be to him to have it publiſhed, and yet he has not 
returned it. You have another copy by you: J 
wit you would ſend it; and if you don't care it 
ſhould appear in your own hand, I will get it 
tranſcribed. My ſecretary is a boy of ten or 
eleven years old. And no diſcovery can be made 
by him. I don't know what my Lord Boling- 
broke may do; but I dare ſay, Barber does not 
ſuſpect from whence it comes. Romeren I won- 
der he has not mentioned it to you * 

I thought you had heard the Hitoriographerh 
place has been diſpoſed of this fortnight. I know 
no more of him that has it, than that his name 
is Maddocks +. I: would be impudence in 
them to ſend for you, but I hope you will come. 
A reconcilement is impoſſible z and I can gueſs 
no reaſgn why matters are delayed, unleſs it be 
to gain over ſome Lords, who ſtick firm to the 
Dragon, and others that are averſe to the Cap- 
tain 1. The Duke of Shrewſbury declares againſt 

him 


— 


* This relates to the Free Thoughts. 
+ Thomas Maddocks, Eſq; + Lord Bolingbroke, * 
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him in private converſation ; I ſuppoſe becauſe - 
he is againſt every chief miniſter, for it is known 
he has no kindneſs for the Colonel “. Lord An- 
gleſey rails at the Chancellor, for ſome opinion 
the Attorney and Solicitor General have given 
relating to Ireland. Who can act, when they 
have ſo much caprice to deal with ? 
Mr Lewis fays, he will ſpeak to Mr Bromley 
for his part, and will engage it ſhall be paid as 
ſoon as Lord Bolingbroke has given his. But 
it was mentioned before my Lord Treaſurer, and 
he immediately took the whole upon himſelf. If 
they lived near one another, and a houſe between 
them was on fire, I fancy they would contend 
who ſhould put it out, until the whole ſtreet wag 
burned... Mr Lewis goes into Wales the week 
after next. I ſhall have the whole town to my- 
ſelf. Now it is my own, I begin not to value it. 
Pope and Parnell tell me you deſign them a viſit. 
When do you go? If you are with them in the 
middle of a week, I ſhould be glad to meet you 
there. Let me know where you are to be in He- 
reford{hire, and I will ſend you ſome elaret, It 
is no compliment, fer I am overſtocked, and it 
will decay before I drink it. You thall have 
either old or new; I have too much of both. 
Pray fend me the other copy , or put me in 
a way of recovering the former. I am, &c. 


La: LET. 


Lord Oxford. 
+ Of the Free Thoughts. 
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LET THE ir com 
ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


8 IR, Whitehall, July 22, 1714. 
RECEIVED a letter from you laſt Monday, 
for my Lord Treaſurer, in a blank cover. 
Laſt Friday Lord Chancellor went into the coun- 
try, with a deſign to ſtay there till the tenth of 
Auguſt; but laſt 'Tuefday he was ſent for expreſs 
by Lord Bolingbroke. Next 'Tueſday the Queen 
goes to Windſor. What changes we are to have, 
will probably appear before ſhe goes. Dr Ar- 
buthnott dines with me to-day ; and in the even» 
ing, we go to Kenſington, 


L'E TT} ER eee 


THE DUKE OF ORMOND * TO DR SWIFT. 
S IR, July 22, 1714. 
AM very glad to hear from you. I thought 

you had hid yourſelf from the world +, and 
given over all thoughts of your friends. I am 
very 


* He was appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, in the year 
1710. He ſucceeded the Duke of Marlborough, in the com- 
mand of the army, and his Ducheſs was Lady of the Bed- 
chamber. 

+ He was now retired into Buckinghamſhire, 
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very ſorry for the reaſon of your retirement. 1 
am a witneſs to your endeavours to have made up, 
what I believe the great man you mention, will 
hardly compaſs. ' I am of your opinion, that it is 
ſhameful that the vacant biſhopricks are not dif- 
poſed of. I ſhall do all that lies in my power to 
ſerve the Gentlemen that I have already men- 
tioned to the Queen, and hope with good ſuccels. 
For the Lady you mention “, I ſhall endeavour 
to ſee her as often as I can. She is one that 1 
have a great eſteem for. I ſend you ſome Bur- 
gundy, which I hope 4 will like. It is very 
good to cure the ſpleen. Belicve me, with great 


truth, Sir, your moſt affectionate friend, and 


humble 28780 


ORMON D. 
See Letter CC. to which N 


this is an Anſwer. 


L ET TER: — 
CHARLES, FORD, ES TO DR SWIFT. 


London, Fuly 22, 1714. 

RAY ſend me the other copy, and let us 
have the benefit of it, ſince you have been 

at the trouble of writing. Unleſs + be ſer- 
1 3 | ved 


.* Lady Maſham, | | 
+ The blank ſhould probably be filled up with the word Ten- 
ſhrer, or Oxford, 
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ved againſt his will, it is not like to be done at 
all ; but I think you uſed to take a pleaſure ia 


good offices of that kind; and I hope you won't 


let the cauſe ſuffer ; though I muſt own, in this 


- Particular, the perſon who has the management 


of it, does. not deſerve any favour. Nothing 


being left for me at St Dunſtan's, I ſent to B— + 


for an anſwer to my laſt. He ſays it is not yet 
reſtored to him; as ſoon as it is, I ſhall have it. 
This delay begins to make me think all miniſters 


are alike; and as ſoon as the Captain is a Colonel, 
he will act as his predeceſſors have done. 


The Queen goes to Windſor next Tueſday, 
and we expect all matters will be ſettled before 
that time. We have had a report, that my Lord 
Privy Seal is to go out alone ; but the Learned 
only laugh at it. The Captain's + friends think 
themſelves ſecure; and the Colonel's || are fo 
much of the ſame opinion, that they only drink 
his health while he is yet alive. However, it 1s 
_ thought he will fall eaſy, with a penſion of four 
_ thouſand pounds a-year, and a dukedom. Moſt 
of the ſtaunch Tories are pleaſed with the altera- 
tion; and the Whimſicals pretend, the cauſe of 
their diſguſt was, becauſe the Whigs were too 


much favoured. 


In ſhort, we propoſe very happy days to our- 


ſelves, as long as this reign laſts; and if the un- 


certain timorous nature of does not diſap- 
point us, we have a very fair proſpect. The Dra- 
gon 


1 Barber. 1 Bolingbroke, I] Oxford, 


„„ BE: A. 


- 
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gon and his antagoniſt “ meet every day at the 


Cabinet. 'They often eat, and drink, and walk 
together, as if there was no ſort of diſagree- 
ment: And when they part, I hear they give one 
another ſuch names, as nobody but miniſters of 
ſtate could bear, without cutting throats. The 
Duke of Marlborough is expected here every day. 
Dr Garth ſays, he only comes to drink the Bri- 


ſtol waters, for a diabetes. The Whigs are mak- 
ing great preparations to receive him. But ye- 


ſterday I was offered confiderable odds, that nat 


one of thoſe who go out to meet him, will viſit 


him in half. a- year. I durſt not lay, though I can 
hardly think it. My Lord Marr is married to 


Lady Francis Pierrepoint ; and my Lord Dor- 


cheſter, her father, is to be married next week 
to Lady Bell Bentinck. Let me know if you go 
to Pope's, that I may endeavour to mect you 
there? I am, &c. 


LE TT ER. SOFLE 
CHARLES FORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 
| London, July 24, 1714. 
W expected the grand affair would have 
been done yeſterday, and now every 


body agrees it will be to-night J. The Biſhop 
| of 


* Bolingbroke, + The diſmiſſion of Lord Oxford. | 


- — = o * — 
* 4 
i.4 & -- us 
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of London, Lord Bathurſt, Mr Bridges, Sir 
William Wyndham, and Campion, are named 


for Commiſſioners of the Treaſury; but I have 


not ſufficient authority for you to depend upon 


it. They talk of the Duke of Ormond for our 


Lord Lieutenant. I cannot get the pamphlet 
back. What ſhall I do? I with you would ſend 
me the other copy. My Lord Anzleſey goes next 
Monday to Ireland. 'I hear he is only angry with 
the Chancellor, and not at all with the Captain. 


Jam, &c. 


LETTER COXVIL 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. TO DR SWIFT. 


Wihitenall, July 24, 1714. 


SAW Lord Harley this morning. He tells 
me, that he left you horridly in the dumps. 

I with you were here; for, after giving a quar- 
ter of an hour's vent to our grief for the de- 
parture of our Don Quixot +, we ſhould recover 
ourſelves, and receive conlolation from each 
other. 


Free Thoughts. 

+ Lord Oxford, who was juſt at this time diſmiſſed from his 
employment as firſt miniſter, and immediately ſucceeded by 
Lord Bolingbroke, On "Tueſday the 25th of the ſame month, 
he ſurrendered his ſtaff as Lord Treaſurer ; and on the goth, 
Lord Shrewſbury was appointed to ſucceed him in that office. 
See the letter from Mr Ford, dated July 31; and an Inquiry 
into the behaviour of the Queen's laſt miniſtry, in the volumes 
publiſhed, by Mr — Swift, 
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other. The triumph of the enemy makes me 
mad. I feel a ſtrange tenderneſs within myſelf, 
and ſcarce bear the thoughts of dating letters 
from this place, when my old friend is out, 
whoſe fortune I have ſhared for ſo many years. 
But, fiat voluntas tua. The damned thing is, we 
are to do all dirty work. We are to turn out 
 Monckten *. And, I hear, we are to paſs the 
new commiſſion of the Treaſury. For God's ſake 
write to Lady Maſham, in favour of poor 'Tho- 
mas +, to preſerve him from ruin. I will ſecond 
it. I intended to have wrote to you a long let- 
ter; but the moment 1 had turned this page, I 
had intelligence, that the Dragon had broke out 
into a fiery paſſion with my Lord Chancellor ?, 
and ſwore a thouſand oaths he would be reven- 
ged of him. This impotent, womaniſh behaviour, 
vexes me more than his being out. This laſt 
t | ſtroke 


* Robert Monckton, one of the Commiſſioners for Trade 
and Plantations, who had given information againſt Arthur 
Moore, one of his brother commiſſioners, for accepting a bribe 
from the Spaniſh Court, to get the treaty of commerce conti- 
nued, 

+ Mr Thomas had been Secretary under-the old commiſſion 
of the Treaſury; and he wrote to the Dean, by the ſame poſt, 
for a recommendation to Lady Maſham, either to be continued 
in the ſame office under the new Commiſſioners, or to be con- 
ſidered in ſome other manner by way of compenſation. He urges 
a precedent for this in the caſe of his predeceſſor, who, being re- 
moved from his poſt of Secretary, got the office of Comptroller 


of the lotteries, worth five hundred pounds per annum, for 
thirty-two years. 


+ Lord Harcourt, | | — 
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of London, Lord Bathurſt, Mr Bridges, Sir 
William Wyndham, and Campion, are named 


for Commiſſioners of the "Treaſury 4 but I have 
not ſufficient authority for you to depend upon 


it, They talk of the Duke of Ormond for our 
Lord Lieutenant. I cannot get, the pamphlet 
back . What ſhall I do? I with you would ſend 
me the other copy. My Lord Angleſey goes next 
Monday to Ireland. I hear he is only angry with 
the Chancellor, and not at all with the Captain. 


1 am, &c. 


L. E TT ER CCXVIE 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ. TO DR SWIFT. 


Whitehall, July 24, 1714. 

SAW Lord Harley this morning. He tells 
me, that he left you horridly in the dumps. 

I wiſh you were here; for, after giving a quar- 
ter of an hour's vent to our grief for the de- 
parture of our Don Quixot +, we ſhould recover 
ourſelves, and receive conlolation from each 


| . ; other. 
Free Thoughts. 

+ Lord Oxford, who was juſt at this time diſmiſſed from his 
employment as firſt miniſter, and immediately ſucceeded: by 
Lord Bolingbroke. On Tueſday the 25th of the ſame month, 
he ſurrendered his ſtaff as Lord Treaſurer ; and on the 3eth, 
Lord Shrewſbury was appointed to ſucceed him in that office. 


See the letter from Mr Ford, dated July 31; and an Inquiry 


into the behaviour of the Queen's laſt miniſtry, in the volumes 
publiſhed, by Mr Deane Swift, 
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other. The triumph of the enemy makes me 
mad, I feel a ſtrange tenderneſs within myſelf, 
and ſcarce bear the thoughts of dating letters 
from this place, when my old friend is out, 
whoſe fortune I have ſhared for ſo many years. 
But, fat voluntas tua. The damned thing is, we 
are to do all dirty work. We are to turn out 
Monckten “. And, I hear, we are to paſs the 
new commiſſion of the Treafury. For God's fake 
write to Lady Maſham, in favour of poor Tho- 
mas , to preſerve him from ruin. I will ſecond 
it. I intended to have wrote to you a long let- 
ter; but the moment I had turned this page, I 
had intelligence, that the Dragon had broke out 
into a fiery paſſion with my Lord Chancellor , 
and ſwore a thouſand oaths he would be reven- 
ged of him. This impotent, womaniſh behaviour, 
vexes me more than his being out. This laſt 
* ſtroke 


Robert Monckton, one of the Commiſſioners for Trade 
and Plantations, who had given information againſt Arthur 
Moore, one of his brother commiſſioners, for accepting a bribe 
irom the Spaniſh Court, to get the treaty of commerce conti- 
nued, 

+ Mr Thomas had been Secretary under-the old aa. 
of the Treaſury; and he wrote to the Dean, by the ſame poſt, 
for a recommendation to Lady Maſham, either to be continued 
in the ſame office under the new Commiſſioners, or to be con- 
ſidered in ſome other manner by way of compenſation. He urges 
a precedent for this in the caſe of his predeceſſor, who, being re- 
moved from his poſt of Secretary, got the office of Comptroller 


of the lotteries, worth es hundred pounds per annum, for 
thirty-two years. | | 


+ Lord Harcourt, 
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ſtroke ſhews, Duantiila fint hominum corpuſcula. I 
am determined for the Bath, on the ſecond or 
the ninth of Auguſt at fartheſt. 


L k T TIE A ccxvim. 


DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT, 


DAR BrRoTHER, July 24, 1714. 
SUPPOSE you have received the account of 

St Kilda. There is an officer there, who is a 

ſort of tribunus plebis, whoſe office it is to repre- 
ſent the grievances of the people to the Laird of 
 MfLeod, who is ſuppoſed to be their oppreſſor. 


1 that we and the Dean were the authors of all 
= that has ſince happened, by keeping the Dragon 
8 in, when there was an offer to lay down. I was 
told to my face, that what I ſaid in this caſe went 
for nothing ; that I did not care, if the great per- 
ſon's affairs went to entire ruin, fo ] could ſup- 
port the intereſts of the Dragon. That I did not 

| know the half of his proceedings. Particularly 
it was ſaid, though I am confident it was a miſ- 
i take, that he had attempted the removing her 
from the favour of a great perſon. In ſhort, 
che fall of the Dragon does not proceed altogether 
| from 


a He is bound to contradict the laird, till he gives 
% Aim three ſtrokes with a cane over the head, and 
. then he is at liberty to ſubmit. This I have done, 
b, and ſo has your friend Lewis. It has been faid, 


from his old friend, but from the grout perſon 
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whom T perceive to be highly offended, by little 
hints that I have received. In ſhort, the Dragon 
has been ſo ill uſed, and muſt ſerve upon ſuch 
terms for the future, if he ſhould, that I ſwear 
I would not adviſe Turk, Jew, nor Infidel, to be 
in that ſtate. Come up to town, and I can tell 
you more. I have been but indifferently treated 
myſelf, by ſomebody at Court, in ſmall concerns. 


can tell you who it is. But mum for that. 
Adieu. 


RN CCXIX. 
TO LORD ono 


On hearing his Intention to reſign his Staff. 
My Lorn, July 25, 1714. 
O-Morrow ſe'nnight I ſhall ſet out from 
hence to Ircland ; my licence for abſence 
being ſo near out, that I can ſtay no longer 
without taking another. I ſay this, that if you 
have any commands, I ſhall have juſt time 
enough to receive them before I go. - And, if 
you relign in a few days, as I am told you deſign 
to do, you may poſlibly retire to Herefordſhire, 
where I ſhall readily attend you, if you ſoon 
withdraw; or, after a few months in Ireland, 
| will return at the beginning of Winter, if you 
pleaſe to command me. I ſpeak in the dark, be- 


cauſe 
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cauſe I am altogether ſo; and what I ſay, may 
be abſurd. You will pleaſe to pardon me; for, 
as I am wholly ignorant, fo I have none of your 

, compoſure of mind. I pray God Almighty direct 
*and defend you, &c. 
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THE EARL OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 
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* 
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_— - 
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July 27, 1714“ 

F I tell my dear friend the value I put upon 

his undeſerved friendſhip, it will look like 
ſuſpecting you or myſelf. Though I have had 
no power ſince the twenty- fifth of July, 1713 +, 
I believe now, as a private man, I may prevail 
to renew your licence of abſence, conditionally 
you will be preſent with me; for to-morrow 
morning I ſhall be a private perſon. When J 
have ſettled my domeſtic affairs here, I go to 
Wimple; thence, alone, to Herefordſhire. If 
I have not tired you, tete-a-tete, fling away ſo 
much time upon one who loves you. And I 
2 I believe, 
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* Tuſt before the loſs of his ſtaff. 

+ The Earl of Oxford, in his brief account of public affairs, 
preſented to the Queen on the ninth of June 1714, and pub- 
liſhed in the Report of the Secret Committee, mentions, That 
he wrote a large letter, dated July 25, 1713, to Lord Boling- 
broke, containing his ſcheme of the Queen's affairs, and what 
&© was neceſſary for Lord Bolingbroke to do ;” which letter was 
anſwered by that Lord, on the 27th of that month. 
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believe, in the maſs of ſouls, our's were placed 


near each other. I ſend you an imitation of 
Dryden, as I went to Kenſington. 


To ſerve with love, 
And ſhed your blood, 
Approved is above: 


But here below, 
Th' examples ſhew, 
*Tis fatal to be good. 


LE TT E R UU 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT, 


8 Whitehall, July 27, 1714. 
IT HAVE your's of the twenty- fifth. You judge 
very right; it is not the going out, but the 


manner, that enrages me. The Queen has told 
all the Lords the reaſons of her parting with 
him, viz. That he neglected all buſineſs; that he 


was ſeldom to be underſtood ; that when he 


did explain himſelf, ſhe could not depend upon 
the truth of what he ſaid; that he never came 


to her at the time ſhe appointed; that, laſtly, 


to crown all, he behaved himſelf towards her 


with bad manners, indecency, and diſreſpect, 
Pudet hec opprobria nobis. 


I am diſtracted with the thoughts of this, and 


the pride of the conqueror *. I would give the 


VOL. AV. K world 


Lord Bolingbroke, 
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world I could go out of town to-morrow ; but 


the Secretary ſaith, I-muſt not go till he returns, 


which will not be till the fixteenth of Auguſt, 
or perhaps the twenty-third ; but I am in hopes 
I may go towards Bath the fixteenth. 

The runners are already employed to go to all 
the coffee-houſes. They rail to the pit of hell. I 
am ready to burſt for want of vent. The“ ſtick 
is yet in his hand, becauſe they cannot agree who 
ſhall be the new Commiſſioners. We ſuppoſe 


the blow will be given to-night, or to-morrow 


morning. The ſterility of good and able men is 
incredible. When the matter is over, I will 
wait upon our ſhe-friend +, If ſhe receives me 
as uſual, Pl propoſe to her, that I will ſerve 
where 1 do, provided I may be countenanced, 


and at full liberty to pay my duty to all the Har 


leian family in the ſame manner I uſed to do. If 
that is not allowed me in the utmoſt extent, con- 
ſiſtent with my truſt here, 1 will propoſe an em- 
ployment in the revenues, or to go out without 
any thing 3 for I will not be debarred going to 

him. 


On the nicht of Tueſday July 25th, the day on which this 
letter is dated, a Cabinet Council was held (after the Earl of Ox- 
ford had reſigned the ſtaff, which he did on that day) to con- 
ſalt what perſons to be put in commiſſion for the management 
of the Treaſury, The number to be five. Sir William Wynd- 
ham, Chancellor of the-Exchequer, was to be one; but they 
could not agree in the choice of the other four. Their debate 
about the matter laſted till near two o'clock in the morning; 
at which the Queen being preſent, it raiſed a violent agitation 
in her ſpirits, which affected her head. 

++ Lady Maſham, 
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him. If ſhe does not receive me as ſhe uſed to 


do, I will never go again. I flatter myſelf the 
will be ſo friendly, as to enter into the conſidera- 


— 


tion of my private cireumſtances, and A ; 


her old goodneſs to me. 

There is no ſeeing the Dragon till he is ous, 
and then I will know his thoughts about your 
coming to Brampton. I hear he goes out of 
town inſtantly to Wimple, and my Lady to Bramp- 
ton; that he will join her there, after a few days 
ſtay at Wimple. Adieu. I am your's, &c. 


L ET T E N MU. 


LADY MASHAM * TO DR SWIET. 


Mx c00D FRIEND, Fuly 29, 1714. 
OWN it looks unkind in me, not to thank 
you, in all this time, for your ſincere kind 
letter; but I was reſolved to ſtay till I could tell 
you the Queen had got ſo far the better of the 
Dragon, as to take her power out of his hands. 
He has been the moſt ungrateful man to her, and 
to all his beſt friends, that ever was born. I can- 
not have ſo much time now to write all my mind, 
becauſe my dear miſtreſs is not well, and I. think 
BE I 

* This Lady's name was Hill. She was bed-chamber woman 


to the Queen, and, in conjunction with Mr Harley, afterwards 
Earl of Oxford, brought about the change in the miniſtry, See 


the note to a letter from Lord and Lady Maſham, dated April 


17, 1733» 
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I may lay her illneſs to the charge of the Treaſu- 
rer, who, for three wecks together, was teazing 
and vexing her without intermiffion, and ſhe 
could not get rid of him tilt 'Tueſday laſt. I 
muſt put you in mind of one paſſage in your 
letter to me, which is, “I pray God fend you 
wiſe and faithful friends, to adviſe you at this 
time, when there are ſo great difficulties to ſtrug- 
gle with.” That is very plain and true; there- 
fore will you, who have gone through ſo much, 
and taken more pains than any body, and given 
wile advice (if that wretched man had had ſenſe 
enough and honeſty to have taken it); I ſay, 
will you leave us, and go into Ireland ? No, it is 
impoſſible; your goodneſs is ſtill the ſame; your 
charity and compaſſion for this poor Lady, who 
has been barbarouſly uſed, won't let you do it. 
I know you take delight to help the diſtreſſed; 
and there cannot be a greater object, than this 
poor Lady, who deſerves pity. Pray, dear 
friend, ſtay here; and don't believe us all alike, 
to throw away good advice, and deſpiſe every 
body's underſtanding but their own. I could ſay 
a great deal upon the ſubject; but I muſt go to 
her, for ſhe is not well. This comes to you by 


a ſafe hand, ſo that neither of us need be in any 


pain about it. 
My Lord and brother are in the country. My 
ſiſter and girls are your humble ſervants. 


L E T. 
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ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


S IR, | July 29, 1714. 


HAVE your's of the twenty-ſeventh. I write 
this in the morning, for I go in the evening 

to Kenſington. If I am well received, I will 
continue my homage z if not, they ſhall hear of 
me no moe. Where ſhall I write to. you again ? 
for I cannot ſtir from hence, till the fixteenth of 
Auguſt at ſooneſt. Nothing could pleaſe me 
more, than to paſs a few months with you at 
Abercathy * ; but I am yet uncertain, whether 


I ſhall go there at all. All I am ſure of, is, 


that I will go out of town, to ſome place, for 


ſome time; firſt to the Bath, for I can't bear | 


ſtaying in this room. I want phyſic to help 
my digeſtion of theſe things, though the *ſquire + 
is kinder to me than betore. I am not morti- 
fied at what you tell me of Mercurialis ; only 
I would know, whether any diſreſpectful con- 
duct of mine has brought it upon me; or whe- 


ther it is only a general diſlike of me, becauſe 1 
am not a man of parts, or becauſe I am in other 


intereſts. They would not give the Dragon the 


leaſt quarter, excepting only a penſion, if he will 


K 3 | Work. 


In Caermarthenſhire, of which county Mr Lewis was a na- 


ft William Bromley, Eſq; Secretary of State. 
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work journey-work by the quarter. I have long 
thought his parts accuſed, and am more of that 
opimſon than ever. The new commiſſion is not 
yet named. Would not the world have roared 
againſt the Dragon for ſuch a thing ? Mercurialis 
entertained Stanhope, Craggs, Pulteney, and 


Walpole. What if the Dragon had done ſo? 
The Duke of Somerſet dines to-day with the fra- 


ternity, at Greenwich, with Withers. Nobody 
goes out with the Dragon ; but many will fit very 
looſe. Some ſay, the new men will be Lexing- 
ton, Wyndham, Strangeways, 8 John Stone 
houſe, and Champion. 


Ne. 


MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT. 


Dear SIR, July 31, 1714. Paſt Six at Night. 
AM heartily ſorry I ſhould be the meſſenger 
of ſo ill news, as to tell you the Queen is 
dead, or dying: If alive, *tis-ſaid, ſhe can't live 
*ill morning. You may eaſily imagine the con- 
fuſion we are all in on this ſad occaſion. I had 
ſet out yeſterday to wait on you, but for this fad 
accident; and ſhould. have brought letters from 
Lord Bolingbroke, and Lady Maſham, to have 
prevented your going. Pray don't go, for I 
will come to you when I fee how things ſtand. 


My Lord Shrewſbury is made Lord Treaſurer, 


and 


<a. 
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{ and every thing is ready for the proclaiming the 
Duke of Brunſwick King of England. The par- 
liament will fit to-morrow, and chuſe a new 
ſpeaker, for Sir Thomas is in Wales. h 
For God's fake don't go; but either come to 
London, or ſtay till I come to you. I am, &c. 


LETTER CCXXV. 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


Kenſington, Saturday, July 31, 1714. 

8 Six in the Evening. Y 

T the time I am writing, the breath is ſaid | 

to be in the Queen's noſtrils ; but that is 

all. No hope left of her recovery. Lord Ox» 

ford is in Council; ſo are the Whigs. We ex- 

pect the demiſe to-night. There is a proſpect, 

that the Elector will meet with no oppoſition ; 

the French having no fleet, nor being able ro put 

one out ſoon. Lady Maſham did receive me 

kindly. Poor woman, I heartily pity her. Now, 

is not the Dragon born under a happy planet, to 

be out of the ſcrape ? Dr Arbuthnott thinks you 

ſhould come up. You will not wonder, if all 

my country reſolutions are in ſuſpence. Pray 
come up, to ſee how things go. 


LET 
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'L,.E - th: 1b - R CC XXVII. 
augen FORD, ESQ; To DR SWIFT. 


London, Juh 31, 1714. Three in the Afb. 
DON'T doubt but you have heard the Queen 
is dead, and perhaps we may be ſo unfor- 
tunate before this comes to you ; but at preſent 
ſhe is alive, and much better than could have 
been expected. I am juſt come from Kenſington, 
where I have almoſt ſpent theſe two whole days. 
J am in great haſte but, till dinner comes up, I 
will write to you, and give you as full an account 
as I can of her ilineſs. 

Her diforder began between eight and nine ye- 
ſterday morning. The doctors ordered her head 
to be ſhaved; and, while it was doing, ſhe fell 
into a fit of the convulſion, or, as they thought, 
an apoplexy. This laſted near two hours, and 
ſhe was ſpeechleſs, and ſhewed. little ſign of life 
during that time; but ſhe came to herſelf upon 
being blooded. 

As ſoon as ſhe recovered, my Lord Boling- 
broke went to her, and told her the Privy Coun- 
cil was of opinion, it would be for the public 
ſervice to have the Duke of Shrewſbury made 


Lord Treaſurer. She immediately conſented, and 


gave the ſtaff into the Duke's hands. The great 
ſeal was put to the patent by four o'clock. She 


continued ill the whole day. In the evening 1 
ſpoke 
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ſpoke to Dr Arbuthnott, and he told me, he 
did not think her diſtemper was deſperate. Rad- 
cliffe was ſent for to Carſhalton about noon, by 
order of Council; but ſaid he had taken phyſic, 
and could not come. In all probability he had 


ſaved her life, for I am told the late Lord Gower 
had been often in the ſame condition with the 


gout in his head; and Radcliffe kept him alive 
many years after“. This morniug, when 1 went 
| there 


* In the account, that is given of Dr Radcliffe, in the Bio- 
graphia Britannica, it is ſaid, that the Queen was ſtruck with 
death the 28th of July: That Dr Radceliffe's name was not 
once mentioned, either by the Queen, or any Lord of the Coun- 
cil; only, that Lady Maſham ſent to him, without their know- 
ledge, two hours before the Queen's death. In this letter from 
Mr Ford to Dean Swift, which is dated the 31ſt of July, it is 


| faid, that the Queen's diſorder began between eight and nine the 


morning before, which was the zoth; and that about noon, 
the ſame day, Radcliffe was ſent for by an order of Council, 
Theſe accounts being contradictory, the reader will, probably, 


want ſome aſſiſtance to determine what were the facts. As to 


the time when the Queen was taken ill, Mr Ford's account is 
molt likely to be true, as he was upon the ſpot, and in a ſitua- 
tion, which inſured him the beſt intelligence. As to the time 
when the Doctor was ſent for, the account in the Biographia is 
manifeſtly falſe z for if the Doctor had been ſent for only two 
hours before the Queen's death, which happened inconteſtibly 
on the firſt of Auguſt, Mr Ford could not have mentioned the 
lact on the 31ſt of July, when his letter was dated. Whether 
Radcliffe was ſent for by Lady Maſham, or by order of Council, is 
therefore the only point to be determined. That he was gene- 
rally reported to have been ſent for by order of Council, is cer- 
tain; but a letter is printed in the Biographia, ſaid to have been 
written by the Doctor, to one of his friends, which, ſuppoſing 
it to be genuine, will prove, that the Doctor maintained the 

contrary. 
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"there before nine, they told me ſhe was juſt ex- 
piring. That account continued above three 
hours; and a report was carried to town, that 
ſhe was actually dead. She was not prayed for 

a even 


contrary. On the fiſth of Auguſt, four days after the Queen's 
death, a member of the Houſe of Commons, a friend of the 
Doctor's, who was alio a member, and one who always voted on 
the ſame ſide, moved, that he might be ſummoned to attend in 
his place, in order to be cenſured for not attending on her Maje- 
ſty. Upon this occaſion the Doctor is ſaid to have written hs 
A —_— letter to another of his friends: | 


"och Six, Carſhalton, Auguſt 7, 1714. 


5 COULD not have thought, that fo old an acquaiutance, and 
ſo good a friend, as Sir ] n always profefled himſelf, 
would have made ſuch a motion againſt me. God knows my 
will to do her Majeſty any ſervice, has ever got the ſtart of my 
ability ; and I have nothing that gives me greater anxiety and 
trouble, than the death of that great and glorious Princeſs, 1 
mult do that juſtice to the phyſicians that attended her in ber 
alaeſs, from a fight of the method that was taken for her pre- 
ſervation by Dr Mead, as to declare nothing was omitted for her 
preſervation ; but the people about her, the plagues of Egypt 
fall on them ! put it out of the power of phyſic to be of any be- 
nefit to her. I know the nature of attending crowned heads in 
their laſt moments, too well to be fond of waiting upon them, 
«© without being fent for by a proper authority.” You have 
heard of pardons being ſigned for phyſicians, before a Sovereign's 
demite : However, ill as I was, I would have went to the Queen 
in a hocſe-litter, had either her Majeſty, or thoſe in commii- 
fion next to her, commanded me ſo to do. You may tell Sir 
J nas much, and aſſure him, from me, that his zeal for 
her Majeſty will not excuſe his ill uſage of a friend, who has 
drank many a hundred bottles with him : And cannot, even 
after this breach of a good underſtanding, that ever was preſerv- 
ed between us, but have a very good efivcin for him. I muſt alſo 
deſire 


CORRESPONDENCE. ny 


cven at her own chapel at 5t James's; and, what 
is more infamous, : ſtocks aroſe three per cent. up- 


on it in the city. Before I came away, ſhe had 


recovered a warmth in her breaſt and one of her 
arms; and all the Doctors agreed, ſhe would in 


deſire you to thank Tom Chapman for his ſpeech i in my bebalf, | 


fince J hear it is the firſt he ever made, which is taken more 
kindly ; and to acquaint him, that I ſhould be glad to ſee him 
at Carſhalton, ſince I fear (for ſo the gout tells me) that we 
ſhall never more ſit in the Houſe of Commons together. I am, 
&c. JOHN RADCLIFFE, 


But whatever _ may now be paid to this letter, or hows 
ever it may now be thought to juſtify the Doctor's refuſal to at- 
tend her Majeſty, he became, at that time, ſo much the object of 
popular reſentment, that he was apprehenſive of being aſſaſſi- 
nated; as appears by the following letter, directed to Dr _ 
at Child's coflce-houſe, in St Paul's Church- yard: 


Drank Six, Charſbalton, Auguſt 3, 1714. 


[| GIVE you and your brother many thanks for the favour 
you intend me to-morrow: And if there is any other friend, 
that will be agreeable to you, he ſhall meet with a hearty well- 
come from me. Dinner ſhall be on the table by two, when you 


may be ſure to find me > ready to wait upon you. Nor ſhall I be 


at any other time from home; becauſe I have received ſeveral 
letters, which threaten me with being pulled to pieces, if ever I 
come to London. After ſuch menaces as tbeſe, tis eaſy to ima» 
gine, that the converſation of two ſuch very good friends, is not 
only extremely deſirable, but the enjoyment of it will be a great 
happineſs and ſatisfaction to him, who is, &c. — 
JOHN RAD CLIFE F E. 


RadeliTe died on the firſt of November the ſame year, having 
ſurvived the Queen juſt three months; and it is ſaid, that the 
dread he had of the populace, and the want of company in the 
conntry-village, which he did not dare to leave, ſhortened his 
life. He was juſt Gxty-four years old. 
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all probability hold out till to-morrow ; except 
Mead, who pronounced, ſeveral hours before, 
ſhe could not live two minutes, and ſeems uneaſy 
it did not happen ſo. I did not care to talk 
much to Arbuthnott, becauſe I heard him cau- 
tious in his anſwers to other people ; but, by his 
manner, I fancy he does not yet abſolutely de- 


ſpair. The Council fat yeſterday all day and 


night, taking it by turns to go out and refreſh 
themſelves. They have now adjourned upon 
what the Doctors faid, till five. Laſt night the 
Speaker and my Lord Chief Juſtice Parker were 
ſent for, and the troops from Flanders. This 
morning the Hanoverian envoy was ordered to 
attend with the black box *, and the heraulds to 
be in readineſs to proclaim the new King. Some 
of the Whigs were at the Council yeſterday, but 
not one failed to-day; and moſt of the members 
of that party, in each Houſe, are already come 
to town. If any change happens before the poſt 
goes out, I will ſend you word in a poſtſcript ; 
and you may conclude her alive, if you hear no 
more from me, and have no better authority 
than poſt-letters to inform you of the contrary. 
For God's ſake don't think of removing from 


the place where you are, till matters are a little 


ſettled. Ireland is the laſt retreat you ought to 
think of ; but you can never be better than you 


are now, -till we ſee how things go. 
I ! 


* Containing the inſtrument nominating the perſons, i in num- 
ber thirteen, to be added as Lords A to the ſeven rent 
officers of the realm, 
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I had your's with the printed pamphlet, as well 
as the other, and ſhould have ſent it away to- 


morrow. Pray let me hear from you. 

Have you had all mine? I have failed you but 
one poſt (I think it was the laſt) * a en, 
or more. 


Eleven a Night. 


The Queen is ſomething better, and the Coun- 
cil again adjourned till eight in the morning. 
\ 


L ET T E RX 


DR SWIFT TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 


| Auguſt 1, 1714. 
HO told you I was going to Bath? No 


ſuch thing. But poor Lord Oxford de- 
fires I will go with, him to Herefordſhire ; and I 
only expect his fate, whether I ſhall go there 
before, or meet him hereabouts, or go to Wimple 
(his ſon's houſe) and ſo with him down: And I 
expect to leave this place in two or three days, 
one way or other. I will ſtay with him till the 
Parliament meets again, if. he deſires it. I.am 
not of your opinion about Lord Bolingbroke : 
Perhaps he may get the ſtaff; but I cannot rely 
on his love to me. He knew:I had a mind to be 


Hiſtoriographer, though I valued it not, but for 


the public ſervice ; yet it is gone to a worthleſs 
Vor., XV. L rogue, 
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rogue, that nobody knows *. I am wrote to ear- 
neſtly by ſomebody, to come to town, and join 
with thoſe people now in power; but I will not 
do it. Say nothing of this, but gueſs the perſon. 
I told Lord Oxford, I would go with him, when 
he was out ; and now he begs it of mc, 1 cannot 
refuſe him. I meddle not with his faults, as he 
was a miniſter of ſtate ; but you know his per- 
ſonal kindneſs to me was exceflive. He diſtin- 
guiſhed and choſe me above all other men, while 
he was great; and his letter to me, the other 
day, was the moſt moving imaginable. When I 
am fixed any where, perhaps 1 may be ſo graci- 
ous to let you know; but I will not promiſe. 
Adieu. 


) LET- 


\ 


* He preſented a Memorial to the Queen, on the 15th of April 
1714, humbly deſiring her Majeſty to appoint him Hiſtoriogra- 
pher; which does not ſeem to agree with his declaration, in his 
letter to Pope, dated roth January 1721, That * this place was 
deſigned him; but that as it was at the diſpoſal of a perſon who 
had not the ſmalleſt ſhare of ſteadineſs or ſincerity, he diſdained 
to accept it.” See the Memorial, in the volumes publithed by 
Mr Deane Swift, See alſp Dr Arbuthnott's Letter of July I7, 
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MR JOHN BIRCH TO DR SWIFT. 


Wantage, One & Clock 
Ma Dax! Auzaf 1,1714. , 
T twelve a clock Lord Bolingbroke's man 
| rid through Wantage, to call Mr Packer 
to London, the Queen being dead. I am con- 
founded at the melancholy news; yet could not 
forbear ſending it to you. Your truly humble 


leans JO. BIRCH. 


To the Reverend the Dean of 
St Patrick's, Letcombe. 

# 

L ET T 21 


LORD BoLING BROKER TO DR SWIFT. 


DEAR DEAN, Auguſt 3, 1714. 
HE Earl of OI ford was removed on Tueſ- 

day ; the Queen died on Sunday. What 

2 world is this? and how does fortune banter 
us? John Barber * tells me, you have ſet your 


face towards Ireland. Pray don't go. I am a- 
LT: gainſt 


* Afterwards Alderman, and choſen Lord Mayor in Septem- 
ber 1732. In 1743, he diſtinguiſhed limſelf in the oppoſition 
to what was called the Exciſe Scheme. 
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gainſt it. But that is nothing; John is againſt 
it. Ireland will be the ſcene of ſome diſorder, at 
leaſt it will be the ſcene of mortification to your 
friends. Here every thing is quiet, and will con- 
tinue ſo. Beſides which, as proſperity divided, 


- misfortune may perhaps in ſorhe degree unite us. 


The Tories ſeem to refolve not to be cruſhed ; 
and that is enough to prevent them from being 
ſo. Pope has ſent me a letter from Gay: Being 
learned in geography, he took Binfield * to be 
the ready way from Hanover to Whitehall. 
Adieu. But come to London, if you ſtay no 
longer than a fortnight. Ever your's, dear Jo- 
nathan, moſt ſincerely. | 

I have loſt all by the death of the Queen, but 
my ſpirit; and I proteſt to you, I feel that in- 
creaſe upon me. 'The Whigs are a pack of Jaco- 
bites : That ſhall be the cry in a month, if you 
pleaſe. | 


TT, © © RE R cer. 


ERASMUS LEWIS ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


Tueſday, Auguft 3, 1714. 

AM overwhelmed with buſineſs, and there- 
fore have only time to tell you, I received 
your's of Auguſt the firſt, and think you ſhould 


come 


* A village where Mr Pope's father lived, and whence ſeveral 
of Mr Pope's letters were written, It is in Windſor-Foreſt, and 
lies in Berkſhire. 
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come to town, to ſee how the world goes: For 
all old ſchemes, deſigns, projects, journies, &c. 
are broke, by this great event. We are all pro- 
gnoſticators. Every thing goes on with a tranquil- 
lity we durſt not hope for. Earl Berkeley com- 
mands the fleet. Lord Dorſet compliments the 
King. The Duke of Bolton, Lord Lieutenant of 
Southampton. Addiſon, ſecretary to the Regents. 


IJ. 1 1 , R 


MR JOHN BARBER TO DR SWIFT. . 
 HoxoURED SIR Auguſt 3, 1714. 
OU may eaſily imagine the concern we were 
all in, at the ſudden ſurpriſe of the Queen's 
death: I have hardly recovered it yet. Lord 
Bolingbroke told me laſt Friday, that he would 
reconcile you to Lady Somerſet “, and then it 
would be caſy to ſet you right with the Queen, 
and that you ſhould be made eaſy here, and not 
E 5 go 


* We are told in the life of Swift, prefixed to Bathurſt's edi. 
tion of his Works, that before his acquaintance with Lord Ox- 
ford, a biſnoprie was intended for him by the Queen; but that 
Archbiſhop Sharp, and a certaia great Lady, having miſre- 
preſented his principles and character, her Majeſty gave it to 
another. The Ducheſs of Somerſet was this certain great Lady. 
She was firſt Lady of the bed-chamber, and Lady of the robes, 
5ce an account of her interpoſing between her Majeſty's favour 
ard the Dean, with her motive, in Vol. XIV. of Swit's Works, 
ro edition, | 2 
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go over. He ſaid twenty things in your favour, 
and commanded me to bring you up, whatever 
was the conſequence. He ſaid further, he would 
make clear work with them. But all vaniſhed in 
a minute ; and he is now threatened and abuſed 
every day by the party, who publicly rejoice, and . 
ſwear, they will turn out every 'Tory in England. 

Incloſed, you have a letter from my Lord ; he 
defires you will come up, and be any where in- 
cognito. 

The Earl of Berkeley is to command the fleet 
to fetch over the King, and the Duke of Argyll 
is to go to Scotland. I ſend you the liſt of twen- 
ty-five Kings . Poor Lady Maſham is almoſt 
dead with grief. 

The Parliament meets to-morrow, which will 
hinder me from coming down for three or four 
days; but if you reſolve to ſtay in the country 
farther, 1 will certainly come down : For I muſt 
needs ſee you. Pray favour me with a line. I 
am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Pray come up. 
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When my Lord gave me the letter, 
he ſaid, he hoped you would 
come up, and help to ſave the 
Conſtitution, which, with a lit- 
tle good management, might be 
kept in Tory hands. 


LET. 


+ The Lords of the Regency, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 127 


L E T T E R CCxxxIr 


CHARLES FORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. , 
London, Auguſt 5, 1714. 
HAVE writ to Dawſon for a licence of 
[ abſence for you ; but you know' you muſt 
take the oaths in Ireland within three months. 
There are a great many here in the ſame circum- 
ſtances z and, in all probability, ſome of them 
will deſire an Act of Parliament to have leave to 
do it here. In that cafe, it will be no difficult 
matter to have you included. Mr Lewis tells 
me, he wrote to you to come up to town, and 
I ſee no reaſon why you ſhould not. All mat- 
ters go on very quiet, and we are not apprehen- 
ſive of any diſturbances. Stocks never roſe ſo 
much in ſo few days. This is imputed to the 
hatred of the Old Treaſurer, and the popularity 
of the new one. The Whigs were not in the 
Council when he was recommended. Lord Bo- 
lingbroke propoſed it there, as well as to the 
Queen ;z and I hope they two are upon very 
good terms, though Mr Lewis ſeems poſitive of 
the contrary. I never heard of any pique the 
Duke had to him, but that he was to be chief 
miniſter : And that being at an end, why may 
not they be reconciled ? The Dragon was thought 
to ſhew more joy upon proclaiming the King, 
than was conſiſtent with my obligations he had 
received 
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received from . He was hiſſed all the way 
by the mob, and ſome of them threw halters 
| Into his coach. This was not the effect of party; 
for the Duke of Ormond was huzza'd through- 
out the whole city, and was followed by a vaſt 
crowd to his own houſe, tho? he uſed all poſſible 
endeavours to prevent it. There was an attempt 
to affront the Captain in the cavalcade, but it | 
did not ſucceed ; and though a few hiſſed, the = 
acclamations immediately drowned the noiſe. Not 
a ſingle man ſliewed the leaſt reſpect to the Co- 
lonel ; and laſt night my Lord Bingley “ was 
beaten, by miſtake, coming out of his houſe. I 
doubt he has diſobliged both ides ſo much, that 
neither will ever own him; and his enemies tell 
ſtories of him, that J ſhall not believe till I find 
you allow them. TS 
The Lords Juſtices made a ſpeech to the Par- ; 
Lament to-day. If it comes out time enough, I 
will fend it you; but I hear it only contains their 
proceedings upon the Queen's death ; that they 
have yet received no directions from the King; 
and to deſire the Commons to continue the 
funds, which are expired. I am told, our Re- 5 
gents are already divided into four parties. The 
greateſt uſe they have made yet of their power, 
is to appoint my Lord Berkeley to command the 
fleet which is to bring over the King, and. to 
make 


* Who had been appointed ambaſſador extraordinary to the 
Court of Spain, in the room of Lord Lexington, in December 
1713. 
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make the Duke of Bolton LANE Lieutenant of 
Hamplhire. 

I ſend you a gazette +, 9 I am aſhamed - 
to have it ſeen. I had writ a great deal more 
of the Queen's illneſs, an account of her birth, 
&c. but I could not find out Mr Lewis, and 
had nobody to conſult with, and therefore choſe 

* to ſay too little, than any thing I doubted 
might be improper. Yeſterday the Duke of 
Marlborough made his public entry through the 
city : Firſt, came, about two hundred horſemen, 
three in a row; then a company of train-bands, 
with drums, &c. his own chariot with himſelf * 
then his Ducheſs, followed by fixteen coaches 
with fix horſes, and between thirty and forty with 
two horſes. There was no great mob when he 
paſſed thro? the Pall-Mall, but there was in the 
city; and he was hifled by more than huzza'd. 
At 'Temple-bar, I am aſſured, the noiſe of hiſſ- 
ing was loudeſt, tho' they had prepared their 
friends to receive him, and the gathering of 
others was only accidental. You may gueſs how 
great a favourite he is, by ſome old ſtoxies of his 
behaviour at the camp, when was there, 
and afterwards at Hanover; and by the ſhare 
he and his family have in the regency. But, to 
de ſure, this diſcreet action will endear him more 
than any ſubject in England. We had bonefires, 
&c. at night. From the liſt of the Lords Ju- 
ſtices, and ſome other W we imagine to 


ourſelves 
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7 He was gazetteer, 
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ourſelves there will not. be many as but 
that the vacancies for ſome time will be filled up 


with Whigs. 


What I blotted out in my laſt, was ſomething 


that paſſed between the Captain and Barber, re- 


lating to you. After I had writ, they told me 
all letters would be opened, which made me blot 
out that paſſage. Barber ſays, he gave you ſome 
account of it, though not a full one. I really 
believe Lord Balingbroke was very ſincere in the 
profeſſions he made of you, and he could have 
done any thing. No miniſter was ever in that 
height of favour; and Lady Maſham was, at 
leaſt, in as much credit, as ſhe had been in any 
time of her life. But theſe are melancholy re- 
flections. Pray ſend me your poem“, Hoc erat, 
&c. or bring it up yourſelf. Barber told me, 
he had been ſeveral hours with the Captain, up- 
on a thing that ſhould have come out, but was 
now at an end + He did not tell what it was; 
and I would not aſk many queſtions, for fear of 
giving him ſuſpicion. | 


LE'T- 


% 


* This poem is an imitation of part of the Sixth Satire of the 
Second Rook of Horace, and is printed 1 in Vol. VI. of Bathurſt's 
Zvo edition of 1954, p. 55. 

I often wiſh'd, that I had clear, 
For life, fix hundred pounds a-year, &c. 


+ Free thoughts. 
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L E T T E R CcœXXXIII. 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


SIR, Whitehall, Auguft 7, 1714. 

J is true you have nothing to do here ;. but 
1 what have you to do any where elſe, till you 
go to Ireland, where you muſt indeed be before 
three months end, in order to qualify yourſelf? 
The law requires it, as much as if your deanry 
was buz now conferred upon you. 

phe Ste is removed to Chelſea, and will 
ſettle there. The town fills every moment. We 
are as full in the Houſe of Commons, as at any 


time. We are gaping and ſtaring, to ſee who is 


to rule us. The Whigs think, they ſhall engroſs 
all. We think, we ſhall have our ſhare. In the 
mean time, we have no diviſion, at Council, or in 
Parliament. I ſent twice to Kenſington, to en- 
quire after Lady Maſham's health. Next week 
1 will go to fee her, and will keep up my ac- 
quaintance, in all events, if ſhe thinks fit, I 
will ſtay here till our commiſſion is either renew- 
ed to us, or given to another. I am your's, &c. 


LET 
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I. E T T E R COXXXIV. 


TO LADY MAS HAM. 


Mapa, Ts Auguſt 7, 1714. 
HAD the honour of a letter from your 
Ladyſhip a week ago; and, the day after, 
came the unfortunate news of the Queen's death, 
which made it altogether unſeaſonable, as per- 
haps it may be ſtill, to give your Ladythip this 
kind of trouble. Although my concern be as 
great as that of any other good ſubject, for the 
loſs of ſo excellent a Princeſs ; yet I can aſſure 
you, Madam, it is little to what I ſuffer upon 
your Ladyſhip's particular account. As you 
excel in the ſeveral duties.of a tender mother, a 
true friend, and a r wike ſo you have been 
the beſt and moſt faithful ſervant to your Mi- 
ſtreſs, that ever any Sovereign had. And altho' 
you have not been rewarded ſuitable to your 
merits, I doubt not but God will make it up to 
you in another life, and to your children and 
poſterity in this. I cannot go about to comfort 
your Ladyſhip in your great affliction, otherwiſe 
than by begging you to make uſe of your own 
piety, and your own wiſdom, of both which you 
have ſo great a ſhare. You are no longer a 
ſervantz but you are ſtill a wife, a mother, and 
a friend; and you are bound in conſcience to 
take care of your health, in order to acquit 
| I yourſelf 


; ; 
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yourſelf of theſe duties, as well as you did of the 
other, which is now at an end. 
ww God to ſupport your Ladyſhip, under 
ſo great a ſhare of load, in this general calamity ; 
And remain, with the greateſt reſpe& and' truth, 
Madam, Your Ladyſhip's 
Moſt obedient, and 
Moſt obliged. ſervant. 


I moſt heartily thank your Ladyſhip, for the 
ſavourable expreſſions and intentions in your 
letter, written at a time when you were at the 
height of favour and power. 


L ET TER . 


TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 


My Lok, ; Auguſt 7, 1714. 
HAD your's of the third; and our country- 
poſt is ſo ordered, that I could acknow- 
iedge it no ſooner. It is true, my Lord, the 
events of five days laſt week, might furniſh mo- 
rals for another volume of Seneca, As to my 
Lord Oxford, I told him freely my opinion, be- 
fore J left the town, that he ought to reſign at 
the end of the Seſſion. I ſaid the fame thing 
often to your Lordſhip, and my Lady Maſham, 
aictho* you ſeemed to think otherwiſe, for ſome 
reaions z and faid ſo to him one afternoon, when 
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I met you there with my Lord Chancellor. Bat, 
I remember, one of the laſt nights I ſaw him, (it 
was at Lady Maſham's lodgings) I faid to him, 
that, upon the foot your Lordſhip and he then 
were, it was impoſſible you could ſerve together 
two months; and I think I was juſt a week out in 
my calculation. I am only ſorry, that it was not a 
reſignation, rather than a removal; becauſe the 
perſonal kindneſs and diſtinction I always re- 
ceived from. his Lordſhip and yon, gave me ſuch 
a love for you both, (if you great men will allow 
that expreſſion in a little one), that I reſolved to 
| preſerve it entire, however you differed between 
yourſelves z and in this I did, for ſome time, fol- 
low your commands and example. I impute it 
more to the candour of each of you, than to my 
own conduct; that having been, for two years, 
almoſt the only man who went between you, I 
never obſerved the leaſt alteration in either of 
your countenances towards me. I will ſwear for 
no man's fincerity, much leſs for that of a mini- 
ſter of ſtate: But this much I have ſaid, where- 
ever it was proper, that your Lordſhip's propoſals 
were always the taireſt in the world, and I faith- 
fully delivered them as I was empowered : And 
although I am no very {kiltul man at intrigue, 
yet I durſt forfeit my head, that, if the caſe were 
mine, I could either have agreed with you, or 
put you dans votre tort, When I ſaw all reconci- 
liation impracticable, I thought to fit retire ; and 


was reſolved, for ſome reaſons, (not to be men- 
tioned 
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tioned at this diſtance), to have nothing to do 
with whoever was to be laſt in. For, either I 
ſhould not be needed, or not be made ule of. 
And let the caſe be what it would, I had rather 


be out of the way. All I pretended was, to ſpeak | 


my thoughts freely, to repretent perſons and 
things without any mingle of my own intereſt and 
paſſions, and ſometimes, to make ufe of an evil 
inſtrument which was like to coſt me dear, even 
from thoſe for whoſe ſervice it was employed. I 
did believe there would be no further occaſion for 
me, upon any of thoſe accounts. Beſides, I had 
ſo ill an opinion of the Queen's health, that I was 
confident you had not a quarter of time left for 
the work you had to do; having let ſlip the op- 
portunity of cultivating thoſe diſpoſitions ſhe had 
got after her ſickneſs at Windſor. I never left 
preſſing my Lord Oxford with the utmoſt car- 
neſtneſs, (and perhaps more than became me) 
that we might be put in ſuch a condition, as not 


to lie at mercy on this great event. And 1 am 


your Lordthip's witneſs, that you have nothing 
to anſwer for in that matter. I will, for once, 
talk in my trade, and tell you that I never ſaw 
any thing more reſemble our proceedings, than a 
man of fourſcore, or in a deep confumption, go- 
ing on in his fans, although his phyſician aſſured 
him he could not live a week. Thoſe wonderful 
refinements, of keeping men in expectation, and 
not letting your friends be too ſtrong, might be 
proper in their ſeaſon. Sed nunc non erat his locus, 
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Beſides, you kept your bread and butter till it 
was too ſtale for any body to care for it. Thus 
your machine, of four years modelling, is daſh- 
ed to pieces in a moment: And, as well by the 
choice of the Regents, as by their proceedings, 
I do not find there is any intention of manag- 


ing you in che leaſt. The whole nineteen conſiſt 


either of the higheſt party-men, or (which migh- 
tily mends the matter) of ſuch who left us upon 
the ſubject of the peace, and affected jealouſies a- 
bout the ſucceſſion. It might reaſonably be expec- 
ted, that this quiet poſſeſſion might convince the 
Succeſſor of the good diſpoſitions of the Church- 
party towards him ; and I ever thought there 
was a mighty failure fomewhere or other, that 
this could not have been done in the Queen! s life. 
But this is too much for what is paſt; and 
yet, whoever obſerved and diſliked the cauſes, 
hath ſome title to quarrel with the effects. As to 
what is to come, your Lordſhip is in the prime 
of your years, plein des efprits qui fournifſent les efs 


perances ; and you are now again to act that part 


(though in another aſſembly), which you former- 
ly diſcharged ſo much to your own honour, and 
the advantage of your cauſe. You ſet out with 
the wind and tide againſt you ; yet, at laſt, ar- 
rived at your port, from whence you are now 
driven back into open ſea again. But, not to in- 
volve myſelf in an allegory, I doubt, whether, af- 
ter this diſappointment, you can go on with the 
ſame vigour you did in your more early youth. 

Experience 
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Experience, which has added to your witdom, 
has leſſened your reſolution. You are now a Ge- 
neral, who, after many victories, hath. loft a bat- 


tle, and have not the ſame confidence in yourſelf 


or your troops. Your fellow-labourers have ei- 
ther made their fortunes, or are paſt them, or 
will go over to ſeck them on the other fide. 
Yet, after all, and to reſume a little courage: To 
be at the head of the Church-intereſt, is no mean 
ſtation; and that, as I take it, is now in your 
Lordthip's power. In order to which, I could 
heartily with for that union you mention; be- 
cauſe, I need not tell you, that ſome are more 
dextrous at pulling Gown their enemies, than, &c. 
We have certainly more heads and hands than 
our adverſaries; but it muft be confeſſed, they 
have ſtronger ſhouldeks, and better hearts. I on- 
ly doubt my friends, the rabble, are at leaſt 
orown trimmers; and that, ſetting up the cry of 
Trade and Wool, againſt Sacheverel and the 
Church, hath cooled their zeal. I take it for 
granted, there will be a new Parliament agaiuſt 
Winter; and, if they will retain me on the other 
fie, as their counſellor, I will engage them a 
majority. But, ſince it is impoſſible 1 may not 
be lo far in their good graces, if your Lordil:ip 
thinks my ſervice may be of any uſe in this new 
world, I will be ready to attend you by the be- 
ginning of Winter. For the misfortune is, that 


] rauſt go to Ireland to take the oaths, which I „ 


never reflected gn, till I had notice from ſome 
M 3 friends 


ES | 
[Og 


© 
N 
* FS" 


oe ie SHES GA e 


2 | N -- k 


n 


1 


* 


* - — * 
N 7 as * 2 2 » 2 4 
* > - * * ” 


as * WH 
% 4 


* = 
* b 
_ 


K "6 Sr 


I 
— 


{* 


SIR , "£ * 
— * * — — 
#4 


= 
| * 
— 
Ko, 
* | 
1. 
* * 
, 
„ s 
5 


138 DEAN SWIF T's 


friends in London. And the ſooner I go the bet- 
ter, to prevent accidents ; for I would not wil- 
lingly want a favour at preſent. I think to ſet 
out in a few days, but not before your Lordſhip's 


commands and inſtructions may reach me. 


I cannot conclude, without offering my hum- 
bleſt thanks and acknowledgments, for your 
Lordſhip's kind intentions towards me, (if this 


accident had not happened), of which I received 


ſome general hints. I pray God direct your 
Lordſhip: And I defire you will believe me to 
be, what I am, with the utmoſt truth and reſpect, 


Your Lordſhip's moſt obedicnt, &c. 


Er ER COXEXVE 
RAS MVS LEWIS, ESQ. TO DR SWIFT. 


IA, M piteball, Auguſt 10, 1714. 
NEVER differed from you, in my opinion, 

in any point ſo much, as in your propoſal 

to accommodate matters between the Dragon and 
his qgrndam friends. I will venture to go fo far 
with you, as to ſay he contributed to his own diſ- 
grace, by his petiteſſes, more than they did, or 
ever had it in their power to do. But ſince they 
would admit of no terms of accommodation, 
when he offered to ſerve them in their own way, 
I had rather fee his dead carcaſe, than that he 


ſhould now tamely ſubmit to thoſe, who have 
loaded 
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loaded him with all the obloquy malice could 
ſuggeſt, and tongues utter. Have not Charteris *, 
Brinfden +, and all the runners, been anployed 
to call him dog, villain, ſot, and worthleſs? And 
ſhall he, after this, join them? To what end? I 
have great tenderneſs for Lady , and think 
her beſt way is to retire, and enjoy the comforts 
of a domeſtic life. But ſure the earth has not 
produced ſuch monſters as Mercurialis , and his 
companion {, and the prelate J. The laſt openly 
avows, he never had obligations t6 the Dragon 
loads him with ten thouſand crimes, though his 
greateſt, in reality, was preferring him. But, to 
come out of this rant; What ſhould they be 
friends for? Cui bono? Are we in a dream? Is 
the Queen alive again ? Can the Lady * hereafter 
make any figure, but be a perſona muta in a dra- 
ma ?. If the Dragon declares againſt the Man of 
Mercury, he may ſtrike in with the fertium quid, 
that wilkprobably ariſe; but with him he can never 
| | — 


1 

The celebrated Colonel Charteris, whoſe character and epi- 
taph may be found in the works of Mr Pope. 

+ He is ſaid, by Mr Boyer, Pc/tical State, vol. iii. for January 
1711-12, p. 52, to have been an oculiſt, and a private agent of 
Lord Bolingbroke ; and to have been employed by the Govern- 
ment, in January 1721-12, to attend on Prince Eugene, when 
his Highneſs arrived in England, in the beginning of that month. 

+ Maſham. 

|| Lord Bolingbroke. 

$ Probably the Lord Chancellor Harcourt. 

The Biſhop of Rocheſter, 

Lady Maſham. 
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be otherwiſe than ſpurned and hated. The natu- 
ral reſult of this, is, That however I may, for my 
private ſatisfaction, deſire to ſee you. here, I can- 
not but think you ſhould go to Ireland, to qualify 
yourſelf, and then return hither, when the chaos 
will be jumbled into ſome kind of order. If the 
King keeps ſome Porics in employment, the no- 
tion of Whig and 'Tory will be loſt ; but that. of 
Court and Country will ariſe *. The Regency has 
declared in favour of the Whigs in Ireland. I 
believe Mr Thomas will ſtand his ground. We 
Mall be dulolved as ſoon as we have ſettled: the 
Civil Liſt. We have no appearance, that any at- 
tempt will be formed by the Pretender. 


\ 


0 & 
L ET T E R CCXXXVII. 
LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT». 


PIES} rt, 1714. 
1 SWE AR I did not imagine, that you could 
have held qut through two pages, even of 
ſmall paper, in ſo grave a ſtyle. Your ſtate of 
late paſſages is right enough. I reflect upon 
them with cn, and ſhall never forgive 
my ſelf, for having truſted ſo long to ſo much real 
pride and bored humility 3 to an air of ſuch 


familiar friendihip, and a heart ſo void of all 
| tenderneſs ; 5 


* This is a remarkable prediction, which we have ſeen ful- 
ſilled. | 


. 
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tenderneſs; to ſuch a temper of engroſſing buſi- 
neſs and power, and ſo perfect an incapacity to 
manage one, with ſuch a tyrannical diſpoſition to 
abuſe the other, &c. *. 

But enough of this, I cannot load him as 
„without fixing fool on myſelf. 

For you I have a moſt ſincere and warm affec- 
tion, and in every part of my life will ſhew it. 
Go into Ireland, ſince it muſt be fo, to ſwear +, 
and come back into Britain to bleſs me, and thoſe 
few friends, who will enjoy you. | 

Johannes Tonſor + brings you this. From 
bim you will hear what is doing. Adieu. Love 
me, and love me the better, becauſe, after a 
greater blow than moſt men ever felt, I keep up 
my ſpirit ; am neither dejected at what has paſted, 
nor apprehenſive of what is to come. Mea vir- 
ute me iuvoluo. 


K 
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CHARLES FORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


Lenden, Auguſt Wa, 1714. 

UR Juſtices ſit ſeveral hours every day, 
without affording us the leaſt news. 1 

don't hear any thing they have done worth men- 
tioning, 


* He means Lord: Oxford. | 
+ That is, to take the oaths to the Government, on King 

George's acceſſion to the throne, 
John Barber, 
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tioning, except ſome orders they have given about 


the diſpute in the city of Dublin. You may be 
ſure they are not ſuch as will pleaſe our friends; 


but I think you and I agreed in condemning thoſe 


proceedings in our own people. My „Lord Darby 
is made Lord Lieutenant of Fe That and 
Hampſhire are the only vacant employments they 
have filled up; I ſuppoſe under pretence of their 
being maritime counties. If the Whigs had di- 
rected the liſt of Regents, Marlborough, Sunder- 
land and Wharton, had not been left out. There 
are five Tories too, that would not have been in. 
Though they were a little whimſical for three or 
four days about the ſucceſſion, they ſeemed to 
recant, and own themſelves in an error by the 
later votes. Every one of them approved the 


peace, and were for the addreſs at the end of the 


laſt Seſſion, that it was ſafe, honourable, and ad- 
vantageous. Conſidering what miniſters were 
employed here by the Court of Hanover, and 


that the King himſelf had little information but 


what he received from them, I think his liſt 
ſhews no ill diſpoſition to the Tories : And they 
ſay he is not apt to be haſty in removing the per- 
ſons he finds in employment. The bill is brought 
in for granting him the old duties for the Civil 
Liſt. One Wikes, of Northampton, moved to 


tack the place-hill to it; but nobody ſeconded 


Him, and he was'extremely laughed at. He hap- 
pens unluckily to be a Tory. 
Did you receive your papers laſt poſt ? The 


1 
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I ſend to Barber for it in Lord Bolingbroke's 


name ? I have writ to him to bring in his bill ; and 


as ſoon as he comes, I will pay him. TI ſuppoſe I 


ſhall fee him to-morrow. I with you a good 
journey to Ireland. But if I hear Saturday's poſt 
comes into Wantage on Sunday, I may trouble 
you again, Pray let me know when you land in 
ireland, that I may write to you, if any thing 
happens worth while. I ſhall be very impatient 
for what you promiſe me from thence. I ſhould 
be very glad to hear from you while you are on 
the road. | 

Lord Angteſey came to town laſt "Tueſday. 
They are all here now, except Pembroke and 
Strafford. Charles Eversfield is making his court 
to the Dukes of Somerſet and Argyle: He de- 
clares he will keep his place, if he can, and that 
be will not ſtir for Campion's election in the 
county of Suſſex. Campion and he have had 
ſome high words upon that account. Lord Or- 
ford told the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
they were ignorant, negligent of their duty, and 


wanted zeal for the King's ſervice. | 
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LEY T 2 n oro 
DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


My Drar FRIEND, Auguſt 12, 1714. 
1 THANK you for your kind letter, which is 
1 very comfortable upon ſuch a melancholy oc- 
caſion. My dear Mitreſd: days were numbered 
even in my imagination, and could not exceed 
ſuch certain limits, but of that ſmall number a 
great deal was cut off by the laſt troubleſome 
ſcene of this contention among her ſervants. 1 


believe ſleep was never more welcome to a weary 


traveller, than death was to her; only it ſurpriſed 
her too ſuddenly, before the had figned her will; 
which no doubt her being involved in ſo much 
buſineſs, hindered her from finiſhing. It is un- 
fortunate, that ſhe had been perſuaded, as is fup- 
poſed by Loundes, that it was neceſſary to have 
it under the Great Seal. I have figured to my- 
ſelf all this mclancholy ſcene 3 and even, if it 
be poſſible, worſe than it has happened twenty 
times; ſo that I was prepared for it. My caſe is 
not half 19 deplorable as poor Lady Maſham's, 
and ſeveral of the Queen's ſervants; ſome of 
whom have no chance for their bread, but the 
generoſity of his preſent Majeſty, which ſeveral 
people, that know him, very much commend, 
So far is plain from what has happened in public 
affairs, that what one party affirmed of the ſettle- 

oy ment 
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ment has proved true, that it was firm: That it 
was in ſome meaſure an advantage to the Succeſ- 
for, not to have been here, and fo obliged to de- 
clare himſelf in ſeveral things, in which he is 
now at liberty. And, indeed, never any prince 
ia this reſpect came to the crown with greater 
advantage. I can aflure you the peaceable ſcene 
that now appears, is a diſappointment to more 


than one ſet of the people. 


I have an opportunity, calmly and philoſophi- 


. cally to conſider that treaſure of vileneſs and 


baſenefs, that I always believe to be in the heart 
of man; and to behold them exert their inſo- 
lence and baſeneſs. Every new inſtance, inſtead 
of ſurpriſing and grieving me, as it does ſome 
of my fricnds, really diverts me, and in a man- 
ner Improves my theory: Though I think 1 
have not met with it in my own cafe, except 
from one man; and he was very far miſtaken, 
for to him I would not abate one grain of my 
proud ſpirit. Dear friend, the laſt ſentence of 
your letter quite kills me. Never repeat that 

lzneholy tender word, that you will endea- 

ur to forget me. I am ſure I never can forget 


you, till I meet with (what is impoſſible) another, 


whoſe converſation I can delight ſo much in as 
De Swift's; and yet that is the ſmalleſt thing 


| | | ought to value you for. That hearty fincere 


triend{hip, that plain and open ingenuity in all 
ur commerce, is what Iam ſure I never can 
And in another man. I hall want often a faith- 

Vol. XV. N _ 


"© 
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: ful monitor, one that would vindicate me behind 
1 my back, and tell me my faults to my face. God 
knows, I write this with tears in my eyes. Yet 
8 do not be obſtinate, but come up for a little time 
2 to London; and if you muſt. needs go, we may 
# concert a manner of onereſpendence wherever 
i we are. I havea letter from! Gay, juſt before 
1 the Queen's death. Is he not a true poet, who 
5 had not one of his own books to give to the 
: Princeſs, that aſked for one ? 
þ 
þ LT nn en 
[1 DR SWIFT TO MISS VANHOMRIGH. 
Auguſt rh 7 Ide: E 
| " HAD your letter laſt poſt; and __ you © 
can ſend me another, I ſhall ſet out for Ire- 
land. I muſt go and take the oaths, and the 
ſooner the better. If you are in Ireland when 
by Jam there, I ſhall fee you very ſeldo It is 
# not a place for any freedom; but where eve1 
5 thing is known in a week, and been, a hun- 
: dred degrees. -Theſe are rigorous laws, that 
al muſt be paſſed through: But it is probable, we 
5 may meet in London next winter; or, if not, 
. leave all to fate, that ſeldom cares to humour 
* our inclinations. I ſay all this out of the perfect 
7 eſteem and friendſhip I have for you. | Theſe 
\ public misfortunes hve altered all my gs | 


4 | | | and. 
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and broke my ſpirits. God Almighty bleſs you. 
I ſhall, I hope, be on horſeback in a day after 
this comes to your hand. I would not anſwer 
your queſtions for a million, nor can I think of 
them with any eaſe of mind. Adieu. 


L E TT UE R +QCCALL 
CHARLES FORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


Auguſt the 14th, 1714. 

SUPPOSE you expect news upon Craggs's 
return from Hanover ; but I don't .hear a 
word more than what you have in the Lords 
Juſtices ſpeech. Yeſterday morning, after he 
came, the Whigs looked dejected, and our 
friends very much pleaſed x tho' I do not know 
any reaſon for either, unleſs it was expected by 
both ſides, that he would have brought orders 
for alterations. It ſeems the Dragon's entertain= 
ment was on a family account, upon the agree- 
ment between Lord Harley and Lord Pelham ; 
and only thoſe, who were concerned in their 
affairs, were invited. But ſlighter grounds would 
have ſerved to raiſe a ſtory at this time; and it 
was ſufficient, that my Lord Townſhend and 
Lord Cowper dined at his houſe. However, we 
N 2 look 

* On the back of this letter is the following note to the Dean: 
% Memorandum, I left Letcombe, Auguſt 19, 1714, in order 


to go to Ireland.“ | 
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look upon him as loſt to our ſide; and he hag 


certainly made advances of civility to the Whigs, 


which they have returned with the utmoſt” con- 
tempt. I am told Diſmal + begins to declare for 
his old friends, and proteſts he was really afraid 
for the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, which made him 
act in the manner he did. The foreign Peers are 
cer tainly deprived of their right of voting, by the 
expreſs words of the Act of Succeſſion ; and it 


appears it was the intention of the Legiſlature at 


that time, for- Prince George of Denmark was 
excepted by name; but it is thought the Lords 
Will interpret it otherwiſe, when he comes to be 


tried. They don't loſe the other privileges of 


peerage 3 and their poſterity born here, may fit 
in the Houſe. The ſame clauſe extends to the 
Houſe of Commons; and no farcigner can enjoy 


any employment, civil or military. They may 


be favourable to the Lords, who are all Whigs; 
but I doubt poor Duke Diſney will loſe his regi- 


ment. I ſuppoſe Barber has given you an ac- 


count of Lord B —'s pamphlet. If you and 
he are not come to an eclairciſſement upon it, 
ſhall I fend to him for it ? I long for the other. 
Yeſterday the Commons voted, mine con. to 
pay the Hanover troops, that deſerted us in 
1712. To-day Sir William Wyndham, Cam- 
pion, and two or three more, gave ſome oppoſi- 


tion to it; for which they are extremely blamed. 


I think they had, acted right, if they had ſpoke 
againſt 


+ The Earl of 1 


. 
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againſt it yeſterday z but it ſeems they were not 
then in the houſe. They had not ſtrength en- 
ough to-day to come to a diviſion, 

Once more, I wiſh you a good journey, and a 
quick return ; and I hope you ny find things 
go better than you expect. 


— 


IL. E T T ER 


MR GAY TO DR ARBUTHNOTT, OR THE 
DEAN OF ST PATRICK'S. 


| Hanover, Auguft the 16th, 1714. 

OU remember, I ſuppoſe, that I was to 
write you abundance of letters from Ha- 
nover; but as one of the moſt diſtmguiſhing 
qualities of a politician is ſecrecy, muſt not 
expect from me any arcanas of ſtate} There is 
another thing that is neceſſary to eſtabliſh the- 
character of a politician; which is, to ſeem always 
to be full of affairs of ſtate 51 to know the conſul- 
tations of the Cabinet Council, when at the ſame 
time all his politics are collected from news- 
papers. Which of theſe two cauſes my ſecrecy 
is owing to, I leave you to determine. There is 
vet one thing more, that is extremely neceſſary 
for a foreign miniſter, which he can no more be 
without, than an artizan without his terms; 
I mean, the terms of his art. I call it an art or 
[cience, becauſe I think the King of France hath 
N 3 - eſtabliſhed 
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eſtabliſhed an academy to inſtruct the young Ma- 
chiavillians of his country in the deep and pro- 
found ſcience of politics. To the end thatk WM + 

might be qualified for an employment of this 
nature, and not only be qualified myſelf, but 
(to ſpeak in the ſtile of Sir John Falſtaff) be the 
caul2 of qualifications in others, I have made it 
my buſineſs to read memoirs, treaties, &c. and 
as a dictionary of law terms is thought neceſſary. 
for young beginners, ſo I thought a dictionary 
of terms of ſtate would be no le uſeful for 
young politicians. The terms of politics being 
not ſo numerous, as to ſwell into a volume, 
eſpecially in time of peace, (for in time of _ 
all the terms of fortification are included), I 
thought fit to extract them in the ſame manner, 
for the benefit of young practitioners, as a famous 
author hath compiled his learned treatiſe of the 

law, called the Doctor. and Student. I have not 

made any great progreſs in this piece; but, how- 
ever, I will juſt give you a ſpecimen of it, which 
will make you in the ſame manner a judge of the 
defivn and nature of this treatiſe. 

Palitician. What are the neceſſary tools for a 2 
Prince to work with? 

Student. Miniſters of State. 


Politician. What are the two great qualities of 
a Miniſter of State ? 


FREY 


4 Student, Secrecy and diſpatch. 
1 Politician. Into how many parts are the Mini- 
4  , ters of State divided? 


it Student, 


4 
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Student. Into two. Firſt, Miniſters of State 
at home; ſecondly, Miniſters of State . 
who are called Foreign Miniſters. | 

Politician. Very right. Now, as I deſign „ 
for the latter of Fe" employments, I ſhall wave 
ſaying any thing of the firſt of theſe. What are 
the different degrees of Foreign Miniſters ? 

Student. The different degrees of Foreign Mi- 
niſters are as follow : iſt, Plenipotentaries; 2d, 
Ambaſſadors extraordinary; 3d, Ambailadors in 
ordinary; 4th, Envoys extroardinary ; 5th, En- 
' voys in ordinary; Gth, Reſidents; 7th, Conſuls. 
And, 8th, Secretaries. 

Politician. How is a Foreign Mliniſter to be 
known ? 

Student. By his credentials. 125 

Politician. When are a Foreign Miniſter s ere- 
dentials to be delivered? 

Student. Upon his firſt admiſſion, into the 
preſence of the Prince, to whom he is ſent, 
otherwiſe called his firſt audience. 

Politician, How many kinds of, audicnces are 
there ? | 

S/udent, Two, which are called, a public au- 
dience, and a private audience. | 

Politician. What ſhould a Foreign Miniſter's 
behaviour be, when he has his firſt audience ? 

Student.” He ſhould bow protoundly, ſpeak 


dcliberately, and wear both ſides of his long peri- 
wig before. 


By 
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By theſe few queſtions and anſwers, vs may 
be able to make ſome judgment of the uſefulneſs 
of this politic treatiſe. Wicquefort, it is true, 
can never be ſufficiently admired for his elaborate 
treatiſe of the conduct of an ambaſſador in all his 
negociations : But I deſign this only as a com- 
pendium, or the Ambaſſador's Manual, or Vade- 
mecum. 

I have wrote ſo far of this letter, and do not 
know who to ſend it to; but I have now deter- 
mineN, to ſend it, either to Dr Arbuthnott, or 
the Nean of St Patrick's, or to both. My Lord 
Clarendon is very much approved of at Court; 
and I believe is not diſſatisfied with his reception. 
We have not much variety of diverſions : What 
we did yeſterday, and to-day, we ſhall do to- 
morrow ; which is to go to Court, and walk in 
the gardens at Herenkauſen. If I write any 
more, my letter will be juſt like my diverſions, 
the ſame thing over and over again. So, Sirs, 


your moſt obliged, humble ſervant, | 
L188 


I would have writ this letter over again, but I 
had not time. Correct all erratas. 
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TO LORD BOLINGBROK BE, 


My LoRrD, Dublin, Sept. 14, 1714. 
HOPE your Lordſhip, who were always ſo 
kind to me while you were a ſervant, will 

not forget me now in your greatneſs. I give you 
this caution, becauſe I really believe you will be 
apt to be exalted in your new ſtation of retirement, 


: which ws the only honourable poſt that thoſe 


N 


who gave it you were capable of conferring. 
And, as in other employments, the circumſtances 
with which they are given, are ſometimes ſaid to 
be equally valuable with the gift itſelf, ſo it was 
in your caſe. 'The ſealing up your office, and 
clpecially without any direction from the King, 
diſcovered fuch ſentiments of you in ſuch per- 
ſons, as would make any honeſt man proud to 
Mare them. 

I muſt be ſo free to tell you, that this new of- 
fice of retirement will be harder for you togkeep, 
than thaty of Secretary : And vou lie under one 
great diſadvantage, beſides your being too young; 
that, whereas none but knaves and fools deſire to 
deprive you of your former poſt, all the honeſt 
men in England will be for putting you out of this. 

I go on in writing, though I know not how to 
ſend you my letter. If 1 were ſure it would be 
opened by the ſealers of your office, I would fill 


it 
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it with ſome terms of art, that they would better 
deſerve than reliſh. 218 

It is a point of wiſdom too hard for me, not to 
look back with vexation upon paſt management. 
Divines tell us often from their pulpits, that half 
the -pains which ſome men take to be damned, 
would have compaſſed their ſalvation : This, I 
am ſure, was extremely our. caſe. I know not 
what motions your Lordſhip intends ; but if I ſee 
the old Whig meaſures taken in the next elections, 
z and that the Court, the Bank, Eaſt-India, and 
South Sea, act ſtrenuouſly, and procure a majo- 
rity, I ſhall lie down, and beg of Jupiter to 
heave the cart out of the dirt. 

I would give all I am worth, for the fake of 
my country, that you had left your mantle with 
ſome body ia the Houſe of Commons, or that a 
dozen honeſt men among them had only ſo many 


{hreds of it.— And fo having diſpatched all our 


friends in England, off flies a ſplinter, and knocks 
two governors of Ireland dead. I remember, we 
never had leiſure to think of that kingdom. The 
poor dead Queen 1s uſed like the giant Longaron 
in Rabelais. Pantagruel took Longaron' by the 
heels, and made him his weapon to kill twenty 


other giants; then flung him over a river in the 
town, and killed two ducks and an old cat. 1 


could talk very wiſely to you, but you would re- 
gard me not. I bid you, non deſperare de repubit- 


ca; and ſay, that res nolunt diu male adminiſtrari. 


But I will cut all ſhort, and aſſure you, that if 
| | you 
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you do not ſave us, I will not be at the pains of 
racking my invention to gueſs how we ſhall be 


ſaved; and yet I have read Polybius. 


They tell me you have a very good crop of 


heat, but the barley is bad. Hay will certainly 


be dear, unleſs we have an open Winter. I hope 
vou found your, hounds in good condition, and 
that Bright has not made a ſtirrup-leather of your 


jockey- belt. 


I imagine you now ſmoaking with your hum- 
drum ſquire, (I forgot his name), who can go 
home at midnight, and open a dozen gates when 
he 1s drunk. 

I beg your Lordſhip, not to aſk me to lend you 
any money, If you will come and live at the 
deanry, and furniſh up an apartment, I will find 
you in victuals and drink, which is more than 
ever you got by the Court: And, as proud as 
you are, I hope to ſee you accept a part of this 
offer before I die. 

The take this country ! It has, in three 
weeks, ſpoilt two as good ſixpenny pamphlets, as 
cver a proclamation was iflued out againſt. And 
ſince we talk of that, there will not be F#F*#*##* +. 
I {hall be cured of loving England, as the fellow 
was of his ague, by getting himſelf whipt thro? 
the town. 

I would retire too if I could; but my country- 
ſeat, where I have an acre of ground, is gone 

tO 


+ Here are two or three words in the manuſcript totally eraſed 
and illegible, 
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to ruin, The wall of my own apartment is fallen 
down, and I want mud to rebuild it, and ſtraw 
to thatch it. Beſides, a ſpiteful neighbour has 
ſeized on fix foot of ground, carried off my 
trees, and ſpoiled my grove. All this is literally 
true, and I have not fortitude enough tg go and 
ſee thoſe devaſtations. | 

But in return, I live a country-life in town, fee 


no body, and go every day once to prayers ; and 


hope, in a few months, to grow as ſtupid as the 
preſent ſituation of affairs will require. 

Well, after all, parſons are not ſuch bad com- 
pany, eſpecially when they are under ſubjection; 
and I let none but ſuch come near me. 
However, pray God forgive them, by whole 
indolence, neglect, or want of friendſhip, I am 
reduced to live, with twenty leagues of falts 
water between your Lordſhip and me, &c. 


rern cox 
DR ARDUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


DAR BROTHER, October 19, 1714 
1 in ailliftion your letter made me me 
lancholy, and c#1omunicated ſome of the 
ſpleen which, you had when you wrote it, and 
made me forfeit fome of my reputation of cheats 
fulneſs and temper under affliction. However, 
have ſo many ſohjects amongſt my friends and 
| I | fcllows 
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fellow- ſervants to be grieved for, that I can eaſi- 
ly turn it of myſelf with credit. The Queen's 
poor ſervants are like ſo many poor orphans, 
- expoſed in the very ſtreets: And thoſe, who 


paſt obligations of gratitude and honour ought 
have engaged them to have repreſented their caſe, 
paſs by them like ſo many abandoned creatures, 
without the poſſibility of ever being able to make 
the leaſt return for a favour, which has added to 
my theory of human virtue. 

I with I did not only kaunt you in the obliging 
and affectionate ſenſe you are pleaſed to expreſs 
it, but were perſonally preſent with you; and 
I think it were hardly in the power of fortune, 
not to make ſome minutes pleaſant. _ I dine with 
my Lord and Lady Maſham to-day, where we 
will, as uſually, remember you. 

You have read ere this time, the hiſtory of the 
White Staff *, which is either contrived by an 
enemy, or by himſelf, to bring down vengeance 3 


and I have told ſome of his neareſt friends fo. All 


the Dragon can ſay, will not give him one ſingle 
friend amongſt the whole party; and therefore, 
Vor. XV. O I 


* A pamphlct written by Mr Daniel de Foe, and publiſhed 
in 1714, in 8vo, in two parts, under the title of The Secret 
Hiſtory of the White Staff; being an account of affairs under 
the conduct of ſome late miniſters, and of what might probably 
have happened, if her Majeſty had not died.” Soon aſter the 
publication of it, came out, in 80, ! A Detection of the Sophi- 
ſtry and Falſities of the pamphlet, intitled, The Secret Hiſtory 
of the White Staff, containing an inquiry into the StalPs con- 


duct in the late e Pr with reſpect to the 
Proteſtant ſucceſſion,” 
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I even wonder at him, which you will ſay is a 
ſtrange thing. The very great perſon of all“ 


can hardly ſpeak of him with patience. The 


Conde adts like a man of ſpirit, makes up to the 
K 
with more ſenſe than any of them, could he have 
had any body to have acted along with him; ner 
numerus ſumus, &c. The man you ſpeak of, is 
Juſt as you deſcribe ; fo I beg pardon. Shedwell 
ſays, he will have my place at Chelſea. Garth 

told me, his merit was giving intelligence about 
his miſtreſs's health. I defired he would do me 
the favour to ſay, that I valued myſelf upon 
quite the contrary; and I hoped to live to ſee 
the day, when his Majeſty would value me the 
more for it too. I have not ſeen any thing as 
yet, to make me recant a certain inconvenient 
opinion I have, that one cannot pay too dear for 
peace of mind. : 

Poor philoſopher Berkeley has now the idea + 
of health, which was very hard to produce in 
him; for he had an idea of a ſtrange fever upon 
him, ſo ſtrong, that it was very hard to deſtroy 
it by introducing a contrary one. Poor Gay is 
much, where. he was, only out of the + Duchieſs's 
family and ſervice. He has ſome confidence in 
the Princeſs and Counteſs of Picbourgh ; I wiſh 

It 


Probably King George [. 

+ This alludes to his bock; in which he 1 to prove, 
that all things ſuppoſed to depend upon a material world, ſubſiſt 
only in idea. 


+ The Ducheſs of Monmouth, 


„ and talks to him, and would have acted . 
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it may be ſignificant to him. I adviſed him to 
make a poem upon the Princeſs, before ſhe came 
over, deſcribing her to the Englith Ladies ; for 
it ſeems the Princeſs does not diſlike that. She 
is really a perſon, that, I believe, will give great 
content to every body. But Gay was in ſuch a 
groveling condition as to the affairs of the world, 
that his muſe would not ſtoop to viſit him. I 
can ſay no more of news, than that you will find 
the proceediags hitherto have been comparatively 
gentle. Adieu. 


L. X 1 „ 0% 


ANOTHER LETTER FROM THE SAME, WRIT= 
TEN ON THE SAME PAPER. 


F THANK you kindly for your's, with the in- 
cloſed from our friend. 1 would have obey- 

ed your commands as to the hiſtory of the white 
ſaifz but that there really is no anſwer to it, 
more than a thing that riſes juſt out of what is 
ſaid in the hiſtory. None = on purpoſe by 
any one, that knows matters of fact, or can con- 
tradict what he ſays; or indced wrote by concert 
of the perſons, that are attacked, And [ reckon 
any other is not worth your while to read. The 
Dragon denies it; but as I told the governor, it 
is neceſſary for him to do that in a very ſolemn 
and ſtrong manner; elſe there will be a ripping 
; O 2 anſwer, 
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anſwer, as you fay. All things go on at the 


uſual rate. I am at an uncertainty ſtill as to my 
little office. I leave them to do juſt as they 
pleaſe. George Fielding and Brigadier Brittain 


are grooms of the bed-chamber, which does not 


ſeem altogether the doing of a certain great man, 
The groom of the ftole is itill uncertain, lying 


betwixt two that you know. I am told, that 


the great perſon of all has ſpoke more contempti- 
bly of the Dragon, than of any body, and in very 
hard terms. Has not he managed finely at laſt? 
The Princeſs gives great content to every body. 


I will add no more, being to write on the other: 


fide to the Dean; which pray forward. 


e N Cern. 


DR SWIFT TO SIR ARTHUR LAN CTORD. 


8 IR, Trim, Other 30, 1714. 
WAS to wait on you the other day, and was. 


told by your ſervant, that you are not to be 
ſeen till towards evening, which, at the diſtance 
I am at this time of the year, cannot eaſily be 
compaſſed. My principal buſineſs was to let you 
know, that ſince my laſt return from England, 
many perſons have complained to me, that I 
ſuffered a conventicle to be kept in my pariſh, 
and in a place where there never was any before. 
mentioned this to your nephew Rowley in Du- 


PREY 1 LO > LA | ws 2 
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blin, when he came to me with this meſſage from 
vou; but I could not prevail with him to write 
to you about it. I have always looked upon you 
as an honeſt gentleman, of great charity and 
picty in your way; and hope you will remember 
at the ſame time, that it becomes you to be a 
legalqman, and that you will not promote or en- 
courage, much leis give a beginning to, þ thing 
directly contrary to the law. You know the 
Diſſenters in Ircland are fulfzred to have their 
conventicles only by connivance, and that only 
ia places where they formerly uſed to mect. 
Whereas this conventicle of your's, is a new thing, 
in a new. place, entirely of your own erection, 
and perverted to this ill uſe from the deſign you 
outwardly ſeemed to have intended it for. It 
has been the weakneſs of the Diſſenters, to be too, 
ſanguine and aſſuming upon events in the ſtate, 
which appeared to give them the leaſt encourage- 
ment; and this, in other turns of affairs, hath 
proved very much to their diſadvantage. The 
moſt moderate churchmen may be apt to reſent, 
when they ſee a ſect, without toleration by law, 
inſulting the eſtabliſhed religion. Whenever the 
Legiſlature ſhall think fit to give them leave to 
build new conventicles, all good churchmen will 
ſubmit z but till then, we can hardly ſee it with» 
our betraying our church. I hope, therefore, 
vou will not think it hard, if I take thoſe 
methods, wwich my duty obliges me, to prevent 
this growing evil, as far as it lyes in my power, 

O 3 unleſs 
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unleſs you ſhall think fit, from your own pru- 
dence, or the advice of ſome underſtanding 
friends, to ſhut up the doors of that conventicle 
for the future. I am, with true friendſhip and 
eſteem, Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


B. 
2 22T TER cem 

ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 
IR, WV. 4» L330 


HAVE one letter from you to acknowledge, 
which I will do very ſoon. In the. mean 
time, T fend this, to acquaint you, that if you 
have not already hid, your papers in ſome pri- 
vate place, in the hands of a truſty friend, I fear 
they will fall into the hands of our enemies. 
Sure, you have already taken care in this matter, 
by what the public prints told you of the pro- 
ceedings of the great men towards the Earl of 
Strafford and Mr Prior. Howeyer, for greater 
caution, this is ne by——l am, &c. 


LET- 


J 
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L E T T E N Gm 
MONSIEUR SWIFT A MONSIEUR GERALDI *. 


De Dublin, en Irelande, 
Mons1EUR, Ferviere 25, 1714-15. 
E prens la liberté de vous preſenter le porteur 
of cellecy, Monſieur Howard, gentilhomme 
ſavant et de condition de ce pais cy; qui pretend 
de faire le tour d' Italie; et qui etant chanoine 
en mon doyenuè et profeſſeur de college icy, vent 


en voyageant parmi les catholique s' opiniatrer le 


plus dans ſon hereſie. Et apres tout, Monfieur, 
il weſt que juſte, que puiſque vous avez derobe 
notre franchiſe Angloiſe pour ajouter a votre 
politeſſe Italienne, que quelques uns de nous 
autres tramontanes devoieut en voyageant chez 
vous a faire de repriſ1illes. Vous me ſouffriez 
auſfi de vous prier de preſenter mes tres humble 
devoirs a ſon alteſſe royale le Grand Duc. 

Pour mon particulier, Monſieur, je prens la 
liberté de vous dire, que deux mois devant la 
mort de la reine, voyant, qu'il etoit tout a fait 
impoſſible de r' accommoder mes amis du mini- 
ſtere, je me retire a la campagne en Berkſhire, 
d'ou apres ce triſte evenement je venois en Ire- 
lande, ou je demurerai en mon doyenne, et at- 
tens avec la reſignation d'un bon Chrétien la 
ruine de nôtre cauſe et de mes amis, managée 

| Alt + tous 

Mouſicur Giraldi was ſecretary to the Duke of Tuſcany. 
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tous les jours uf 15 faction dominante. Car ces 
Meſſicurs fon tu falt refolu de trancher une 
demi-douzaine des tes des milleurs d' "Angleterre, 
et que vous avez tort bien connds et eſtimes. 
Diu ſait qucl en ſera Pevenement. Pour moy Jai 
quitte pour janiais la politique e, et avec la permiſ- 
ſion des bon gens, qui ſont maintenant en vogue, 
je demeureray la reſte de ma vie en mon hermi- 
tape pour ſonger a mon ſalut. 

Adien, Monſieur, et mie faites la juſtice de 
croire, que je ſuis avec beauconp de reſpect, 
Monſieurs, votre, &c. 


/ 8: CEALEK 


FROM DR SWIFT TO MR POPE. 


Dublin, une 28, 1718. 

Y Lord Biſhop of Clogher “ gave me 
vour kind letter, full of reproaches for 
my not writing. I am naturally no very exact 
correſpondent; and when I leave a country with- 
out probability of rcturaing, I think as ſeldom 
as I can of what 1 loved or eſteemed in it, to a- 
void the defiderium which of all things makes 
life moſt uneaſy. But you muſt give me leave 
to add one thing; that you talk at your eale, 
being 


* Dr St Gcorge Aſhe, formerly a Fellow of Trinity College, 
Dublin, (to whom the Dean was a pupil), afterwards Bithop ot 
Clogher, and tranſlated to the ſee of Derry in 1716-17. 
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being wholly unconcerned in public events : For 
if your friends the Whigs continue, you-may 


hope for ſome favour ; if the Tories return, you 


are at leaſt ſure of quiet, You know how well 
I loved both Lord Oxford and Bolingbroke, and 
how dear the Duke of Ormond is to me. Do 
you imagine I can be eaſy, while their enemies 
are endeavouring to take off their heads? I nunc, 
et verſus tecum meditare canoros. Do you imagine 
I can be eaſy, when I think of the probable con- 
ſequences of theſe, proceedings, perhaps upon 
the very peace of the nation, but certainly of the 
minds of ſo many hundred thouſand good fub- 
jccts? Upon the whole, you may truly attribute 
my ſilence to the eclipſe, but it was that eclipfe 
which happened on the firſt of Auguſt- 

I borrowed your Homer from the biſhop, 
(mine 1s not yet Janded), and read it out in two 


evenings. If it pleaſeth others as well as me, 
you have got your end in profit and reputation. 


Yet I am angry at ſome bad ryhmes and triplets; 
and pray, in your next, do not let me have fo 
many unjuſtifiable ryhmes to war and gods. I 
tell you all the faults I know ; only in one or 
two places, you are a little obſcure ; but I ex- 
pected, you to be ſo in one or two-and-twenty. 
I have heard no foul talk of it here, for indeed 
it is not come over; nor do we very much a- 
bound in judges, at leaſt I have not the honour 
to be, acquainted with them. Your notes. are 
perfectly good, and fo are your preface and eſſay. 
Tou 


Err #5 IE IS = ITS WEI DOS, 
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You were pretty bold in mentioning Lord Bo- 
lingbroke in that preface. I ſaw the Key to the 
Lock but yeſterday : I think you have changed it 
a good deal, to adapt it to the preſent times. 
God be thanked, I have yet no parliamentary 
buſineſs; and if they have none with me, I ſhall 
never ſeek their acquaintance. I have not been 
very fond cf thera for ſome years paſt, not when 
I thought them tolerably good ; and therefore, 
if I can get leave to abſent, I ſhall be much in- 
clined to be on that ſide, when there is a parlia- 
ment on this. But truly I muſt be a little eaſy 
in my mind before I can think of Scriblerus, 
You are to underitand, that I live in the cor- 
ner of a vaſt unfurniſhed houſe. My family 
conſiſts of a ſteward, a groom, a helper in the 
ſtable, a footman, and an old maid, who are all 
at board-wages ; and when I do not dine abroad, 
or make an entertainment, (which laſt is very 
rare), I eat a mutton-pye, and drink half a pint 
of wine. My amuſements are, defending my 
ſmall dominions againit the Archbiſhop, and en- 
deavouring to reduce my rebellious choir. Per- 
ditur hec inter miſero lux. I deſire you will pre- 
ſent my humble ſervice to Mr Addiſon, Mr Con- 
greve, 


+ Put theſe two laſt obſervations together, and it will appear, 
that Mr Pope was neither wanting to his friends for fear of 
party, nor would infult a miniſtry to humour his feiends. He 
ſaid of himſelf, and 1 bdlicve he faid truly, * That he never 
wrote a line, to gratify the animoſity of any one party at the 
expence of another. arb. 


A 
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greve, and Mr Rowe, and Gay. I am, and. 


will be always, extremely, 
| Your's, &c. 


LETT E 1 


TO THE ERARL. OF OXFORD, 


Mr LoRD, Dublin, July 19, 1715. 
T may look like an idle or officious thing in 
me, to give your Lordſhip any interruption 
under your preſent circumſtances ; Yet I could 
never forgive myſelf, if, after being treated for 
Feral years with the greateſt kindneſs and diſ- 
tinction, by a perſon of your Lordſhip's virtue, 
J thould omit making you, at this time, the 
humbleſt offers of my poor ſervice and attend- 
ance. It is the firſt time I ever ſolicited you in my 
own behalf; and if 1 am refuſed, it will be the 
firſt requeſt you ever refuſed me: I do not think 
mylelf obliged to regulate my opinions by the 
proceedings of a Houſe of Lords or Commons; 
and therefore, however they may acquit them- 
{:lves in your Lordſhip's caſe, I ſhall take the 
liberty of thinking, and calling your Lordſhip 
the ableſt and faithfuleſt miniſter, and trueſt 
lover of your country, that this age hath pro- 
duced. And I have already taken care, that 


you ſhall be ſo repreſented to poſterity, in ſpite. 


of all the rage and malice of your enemies. And 
this 


„„ — —— 3 
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this I know will not be wholly indifferent to 
your Lordſhip ; who, next to a good conſcience, 
always eſteemed reputation your beſt poſſeſſion. 
Your intrepid behaviour, under this proſecution, 
aſtoniſheth every one but me, who know you 
ſo well, and how little it is in the power of hu- 
man actions or events to diſcompoſe you. I 
have ſcen your Lordſhip labouring under greater 
difficulties, and expoſed to greater dangers, and 
overcoming both by the providence of God, 
and your own wiſdom and courage. Your life 
has been already attempted by private malice; it 
is now purſued by public reſentment. Nothing 
elſe remained. You were deſtined to both trials; 
and the ſame power which delivered you out 
of the paws of the lion and the bear, will, I 
traſt, deliver you out of the hands of the un- 
circumciſed. its 5 
I can write no more. You ſuffer for a good 
cauſe, for having preſerved your country, and 
for having ,been the great inſtrument, under 
God, of his preſent Majeſty's peaceable acceſſion 
to the throne. This I know, and this your 
enemies know, and this I will take care that all 
the world ſhail know, and future ages be con- 
vinced of. God Almighty protect Du, and con- 
tinue to you that fortitude and magnanimity he 
hath endowed you with. Farewell. J. 8. 


1 LET = 
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L E 1 T1 FR OLE 


DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


Augiift 6, 1715. 
RECEIVED your very Heraclitian letter. I 
am kinder than you. I deſire to hear your 


complaints, and will always ſhare them, when I + 


cannot remove them. I ſhould have the ſame 
concern for things as you, were I not convinced, 
that a comet will make much more ſtrange revo- 
lutions upon the face of our globe, than all the 
petty changes that can be occaſioned by govern- 
ments and miniſtries. And you will allow it to be 
a matter of importance, to think of methods to 
fave one's ſelf and family in ſuch a terrible ſhock, 

when this whole earth will turn upon new poles, 


and revolve in a new orbit. I conſider myſelf as 


a poor paſſenger ; and that the earth is not to be 
forſaken, nor the rocks removed from me. But 
you are certainly ſome firſt miniſter of a great 


monarch, who, for ſome miſbehaviour, are con- 


demned, in this revolution of things, to govern 
a chapter, and a choir of ſinging- men. I am ſure 
I ſhould think myſelf happy, if I had only ſuch a 
province as the latter. Certainly your chapter 
is too peaceable, and not like other chapters 
elſe they would give you more occupation. You 
lee I begin with philoſophy.. As to buſineſs, I 
this moment ſaw the Dragon, He had your let- 

VoL. XV. 3 ters, 
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ters, and ſhewed them to me ſome time ago, and 
ſeems to be mighty fond of the project; only he 
is to be at Wimple, and not in Herefordſhire, 
and it is but a ſtep further. He is to write to- 
nighg, if you believe him, to that very purpoſe ; 
nay, I am to have the letter to incloſe, and I in- 
tend to keep mine open tilf eleven. It is ſtrange, 
that you ſhould imagine the Dragon had caſt his 
exuvie in his den *, or that confinement is a cure 
for inactivity; ſo far from it, all theſe habits are 
ten times ſtronger upon him than ever. Lewis 
will furniſh you wich a collection of new ſtories, 
that are as fad beyond the old ones, as you can 
imagine. Therefore, I lay again, come, and you 
will be far from finding any fuch diſmal ſcenes as 
you deſcribe. Your own letter will furnifh you 
with topics to conquer your melancholy. For in 
ſuch a mutabiliry, what is it, that muſt not in 
time caſt up? Even the return of that brother + 
you mention. And as philoſophical as I am, I 
ſhould be very fad, if 1 did not think that very 
_ probable and featible. As to your friends, tho? 
the world is changed to them, they are not 
changed to you; and you will be careſſed as much 
as ever, and by ſome that bore you no good will 
formerly. Do you think there is no pleaſure in 
hearing the II r club # declaim upon the cle- 

mency 


He was ſent to the Tower, 

+ Bolingbroke. 

t Hanover club, of which Ambroſe Philips, Eſq ; was ſecre- 
fairy. 
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mency and gentleneſs of the late reign, and a thou- 
ſand ſtranger things? As for the conſtitution, it 
is in no more danger, than a ſtrong man that has 
got a little ſurfeit by drunkenneſs. Allwill be 
well, and people recover their ſober ſenſes every 
day. Several of your friends dine with me to-day, 
Lady Ma—, John Drummond, the Judge, &c. 
where you will be remembered. I with I could 
return your compliments as to my wife and 
bairns. Sure you are a very ill huſband, for you 
had the compleat thouſand when you were in 
England, and ſixpence of another thouſand given 
by the Dragon. I, remember that full well. 
L is gone his progreſs. I ſhall be at Bath 
in a fortnight. Come that way. Adieu. 

I really think the perſon I recommended, will 
do well; he will be quite another thing before 
Wache, with Rolingrave's “ tcaching, &c. 
Ile has a good voice. 


L EK rr 


DR FRIEND T TO DR SWIFT. 


Ma Dr ax, Weftminſfter, Sept. 20, 1715. 
AM much obliged to Lady Kerry for giving 
you an occaſion of writing, and ſhall always 

be pleaſed in receiving any cominands from you. 


5 Mr 


* See the note on Prior's letter, dated Auguſt 16, 1713. 
+ Robert Friend, D. D. Maſter of Weſtminſter-ſchool. 
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Mr Fitzmaurice is very promiſing, and a favou- 
rite of mine already. I had never ſeen nor heard 
from any one, that was concerned for him, till I 
had the favour of your's; but as I had taken a 
particular notice of him on his own account, I 
ſhall now do it much more upon your's. This will 
be brought to you by your kinſman, Mr Kolt. I 
am glad I can tell you, that he has behaved him- 
ſelf very well here. He is not of the higheſt ſort, 
but is very ſober and induſtrious, and will work 
out his way, and, I believe, deſerve any encou- 
ragement you are pleaſed to give bim. Things 
are in an odd poſture with us at preſent ; and 
the ſtate of baniſhment you are in, may be en- 
dured without much regret: However, I ſhall 
hope in a little time to fee you here, when more 
of your friends are in town. | 

The biſhop f?, and my brother g, are much 
* your's, and very deſirous of a happy meeting 
| with you. Before this can be with you, you'll 
be able to gueſs how ſoon that may happen. And 
may it be as ſoon as is wiſhed, by, Sir, your moſt 
obedicnt and faithful humble ſervant, 


R. FRIEND. 


LET- 


+ Dr Francis Atterbury, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 
+ John Friend, M. D. 
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L E T T E R jCCLm. 


THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. 


5 I R, On: 17, 1715. 
WAS extremely pleaſed to find you had not 
forgot your fricnds, when it is ſo hard for 


them to write to you, and, by their concern for 
you, put you in mind of them. But I find no 


misfortune can leſſen your friendſhip, which is fo 


great, as to blind you on the fide of their faults, 
and make you believe you fee virtues in them, it 


were happy for them they enjoyed in any degree; 


for I am ſure, ſome of thoſe you named, ſare much 


wanted at his time. I was, as you heard, very . 


well pleaſed, that my friend“ was ſafe as to his: 
perſon, but very uneaſy at ſceing his reputation. 
ſo treated. As to his fortune, it is yet in diſpute. 
| However, as long as he is well, I am ſatisfied. Ir 
is with difficulty I do hear but now and then; a 
ſtraggling body brings me an account of him ; for 


there has been no encouragement to write by the 


poſt, all letters miſcarrying, that either he or 1 


have wrote that way, that we have given it over 


now, and truſt to accident for the news of each 
other. TI hope I {hall hear from you oftner than 
T have done for ſome months paſt : For no friend 


£3 you 


* The Duke, who being ſuſpected of treaſonable practices, or 


deſigns, went abroad, 


ion ; 1 
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you have, has more reſpect for you, than your 
moſt humble ſervant, | 


M. ORMOND. 


% 


Your niece Betty + is your humble ſervant. 


\ 


„ OK | oECLTY. 
DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


Indorſed, 
Received, Dec. 2, 1715. 
DAR FRIEND, | 
HOPE this will find you in good health, 

and I hope in greater tranquillity of mind, 
than when we uſed to lament together at your of- 
fice, for the eternal faults of our friends. I have 
ſeen the Dragon thrice {ſince I wrote to you. He is 
without ſhadow of change ; the greateſt example 
of an unſhaken tranquillity of mind, that ever I 
vet ſaw, ſeeming perfectly well ſatisfied with his 
own conduct in every particular. You know we 
have often ſaid, that there is but one Dragon in 
rerun ura. I don't know what he thinks, but 
I am perfectly well ſatisfied, that there will not 
be that one Dragon left, if ſome people have 
their will. Haly Baſſa, they ſay, ſtruggles for his 
ſon-in-law. It is generous and grateful. There 
| | 

+ Her-Grace's daughter, 


— 
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is a prodigious quarrel between him and the Pre- 
ſident about it “. 
I am not yet out, but expect to be ſoon. Adieu. 
I had almoſt forgot to tell you of the Preten- 


der's declaration, in which there are words to 


this purpoſe : © That he had no reaſon to doubt 
© of the good intention of his ſiſter, which was 


© the reaſon that he ſat quiet in her time; but- 


© now was diſappointed by the deplorabie ME 
of her ſudden death.” 


L I T T. 1 3 


DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


DAR BROTHER, 

I SEND you the ſcrap of a letter begun to you 
by the whole ſociety, becauſe I ſuppoſe you 
even value the fragments of your friends. The 
honeſt gentleman at whoſe lodgings we wrote, is 
gone for France. I really value your judgment 
extremely, in chuſing your friends. I think wor- 
thy Mr Ford is/an inſtance of it, being an ho- 
neſt, ſenſible, firm, friendly man, ez me ab in- 

ceptu proceſſerat, c. 
Though, by the way, frei * judgment 


is 


* The Preſident of the Council, who at * time was Daniel 


Earl of. Nottingham. 
Written on the ſame paper with the laſt. 


—— — — _ —_— 


- 
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is a little compliment to myſelf, which I am apt 
to fall into of late, nobody now being at the trou- 
ble of doing it for me. The Parnellian, who was 
to have carried this letter, ſeems to have changed 
his mind, by ſome ſudden turn in his affairs; but 
I wiſh his hopes may not be the effect of ſome 
accidental thing working upon his ſpirits, rather 
than any well- grounded project. 

If it be any pleaſure to you, I can aſſure you, 
that you are remembered kindly by your friends, 
and I believe not altogether forgot by your ene- 
mies. I think both is for your reputation. I 
am told, that I am to loſe my little preferment. 
However, I hope to be able to keep a little ha- 
bitation warm in town. I cannot but fay, I think 
there is one thing in your circumſtance, that 
muſt make any man Happy; which is, a liberty to 
preach. Such a prodigious privilege, that if it 
did not border upon Simony, could really pur- 
chaſe it for a ſum of money. For my part, 1 
Never imagine any man can be uneaſy, chat has 
the opportunity of venting himſelf to a whole 
congregation once a-week, And you may pre- 
tend what you will, I am ſure you think ſo too, 
or you don't judge right. As for news, I never 
enquire about any. Fuimus Troes, &c. 

July preſent politics, is to give no diſturbance 
to the preſent folks in the due exercile of their 
power, for fear of forcing them to do very ſtrange 
things, rather than part with what they love ſo 
well. Untoward reports in the country will make 

elections. 
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elections dearer, which I am fofry for. The 
Dragon, I am afraid, will be ſtruck at. Adieu, 
in haſte. | 


4 
LETTER cov 


MR POPE TO DR SWIFT. 


| Jan. 20, 1716. 
CANNOT faller a friend to croſs the Irith 


ſeas, without bearing a teſtimony from me 


of the conſtant eſteem. and affection I am both 
obliged and inclined to have for you. It is bet- 
ter he ſhould tell you than 1, how often you are 


in our thoughts, and in our cups, and how I 


learn to fleep leſs “ and drink more, whenever 
fou are named among us. I look upon a friend 
in Ireland, as upon a friend in the other world, 
whom (Popiſhly ſpeaking) I believe conſtantly 
well diſpoſed towards me, and ready to do me 
all the good he can, in that ſtate of ſeparation, 
though I hear nothing from him, and make 
addreſſes to him but very rarely. A Proteſtant 


Divine cannot take it amiſs, that I treat him in 


the ſame manner with my patron faint. 
I can tell you no news, but, what you will not 


ſufficiently wonder at, that I ſuffer many things 


as an 1 author militant z whereof, in your days of 


prodauon, ; 


© Alluding to his conſtant cuſtom of ſleeping after dinner. 
Wark, 


* 


d 
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probation, you have been a ſharer, or you had 


not arrived to that triumphant ſtate you now 
deſervedly enjoy in the church. As for me, I 
have not the leaſt hopes of the cardinalet, though 
I ſuffer for my religion in almoſt every weekly 
paper. I have begun to take a pique at the Pſalms 
of David, it the wicked may be credited, who 
have printed a ſcandalous one in my name “. 
This report J dare not diſcourage too much, in a 
proſpect I have at preſent, of a poſt under the 
Marquis de Langallerie + ; wherein, if I can but 
do ſome ſignal ſervice againſt the Pope, I may be 


conſiderably advanced by the Turks, the only 


religious people I dare confide in. If it ſhould 
happen hereafter, that I ſhould write for the ho- 
ly law of Mahomet, I hope it may make no 
breach between you and me. Every one muſt 
live, and I beg you will not be the man to manage 
the controverſy againſt me. The church of Rome, 
I judge (from many modern ſymptoms, as well 
as ancient prophecies) to be in a declining condi- 
tion ; that of England, will in a ſhort time be 
ſcarce able to maintain her own family: 50 
churches ſink as generally as banks in Europe, 
and for the ſame reaſon ; that religion and trade, 
which at firſt were open and free, have been re- 
duced into the management of companies, and 
the roguery of directors. 

| I 


In Curl's collection. | 
+ One who made a noiſe then, as Count Bonneval has done 
ſince. 5 


ne 
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I don't know why I tell you all this, but that 
1 always loved to talk to you; but this is not a 
time for any man to talk to the purpoſe. Truth 
is a kind of contraband commodity, which I 


would not venture to export; and therefore the 


only thing tending that dangerous way which I 
I ſhall fay, is, that I am, and always will be, with 
the utmoſt ſincerity, - Your's, &c. | 


L IT T ER XI 


\ 
THE DUCHESS 4 O RMOND TO DR SWIFT. 


S I BR, Jan. 23, 1715-16. 


OUR letter was a great while upon the 
road, before I had the good luck to have 

it; and I think I was happy, that it ever arrived 
here ; for it is the ſecond letter I have received 
out of Ireland in above ſeven months. Either 
thoſe few friends I have there are afraid of taking 
notice of me, or my enemies won't let me have 
the comfort of thinking I have any left, and 
therefore ſtop my letters. I give you a thouſand 
thanks, for ſo kindly remembering an abſent 
friend. As you always think right, I don't won- 
der you are of the opinion our friend * has not 
all his good ,offices very well returned. But who 
live in this world, muſt arm themſelves with pa- 
tience, and a reſolution able to bear ingratitude, 

reproach, 


Probably the Earl of Oxford. 


* 
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reproach, poverty, and afflictions of all kinds; 5 
or ſubmit to the diſcipline of Bedlam. 

I have not heard from my maſter * theſe ma- 
ny months. I hope he is well, becauſe the good- 
nature of the world would take Care I ſhould 
hear, if he were otherwiſe. 

The Lady you name in your letter, lives at 
her houſe at Berkſhire. I can't entertain you 
with ſo much as the tittle-tattles of the town, 
having not ſeen it theſe four months, nor ſcarce 
any thing but froſt and ſnow ; which makes me 
converſe moſt with robin-red- breaſts, that do me 
the favour to come in at the windows to ſee me. 
Your niece is your humble {crvant ; but not well, 

having a raſh. | 
Il believe by this time you with you had not 
provoked me to write ; ſince you are troubled 
with ſo long a ſcroll from me, who am, with 
great truth, Sir, your moſt ſincere friend and 
humble ſervant. | 


I LET. 


* The Duke of Ormond, her huſband, 
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DR ATTERBURY, BISHOP OF ROCHESTER, 
TO DR SWIFT. 


Goor Mr Dean, Bromley *, April 6, 1716. 
Y gout kept me fo long a priſoner at 
Weſtminiſter this Winter, that I have 
fixed at Bromley this Spring, much ſooner than 
ever I yet did; for which reaſon, my meeting 
with Dr Younger will be more difficult, than it 
would be, had I been ſtill at the deanry +. 
The beſt (or rather the worſt) is, that I be- 
lieve he can ſay nothing to you upon the matter 
about which you write, which will pleaſe you. 
His deanry þ is of the old foundation; and in 
all ſuch foundations, the deans have no extraor- 
dinary power or privilege, and are nothing more 
than reſidentiaries, with a peculiar corps belong- 
ing to them as deans ; the firſt of the chapter, 
bur ſuch whoſe preſence is not neceſſary to- 
wards the diſpatch of any one capitular act, the 


ſenior reſidentiary ſupplying their abſence, in 


every caſe, with full authority, Thus, I ſay, 
the caſe generally is in the old deanries, unleſs 
Vor. XV. * where 


* Bromley in Kent, where the biſhops of Rocheſter have an 
E piſcopal palace. | 


+ Of Weſtminſter, which has long been connected with the 
bithoprick of Rocheſter. 
+ Of Saliſbury, 


—— — — 
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where the local ſtatutes may have exprelsly re- 
ſerved ſome peculiar power or privilege to the 
deans of thoſe churches. But none of thein, I 
dare ſay, have a negative, either by common law, 
cuſtom, or local ſtatute. Thus much to ſhew 
you, that a nice ſearch into the peculiar rights 
of the dean of Sarum, will be needleſs, if not 
 miſchicvons to you. The three deanries which 
I have had, are all of the new foundation, by 
Henry the Eighth, or Queen Elizabeth. | 

In the charters of all there is a clauſe, im- 
powering the dean, to make, punith, and un- 
make all the officers: In the ſtatutes of one of 
them (Carliſle) the dean's conſent,” in all gra- 
viores cauſe, is made expreſsly neceſſary; and in 
the other two, nothing from the foundation of 
thoſe churches ever paſſed the ſeal, without the 
dean's Vgilletur firſt written on the leaſe, patent, 
preſentation, &c. which is a manifeſt and uncon- 
teſted proof of his negative. As to the power 
of propoſing, that I apprehended not to be ex- 
cluſive to the other members of the chapter. It 
is a point chiefly of decency and convenience z 
the dean being the principal perſon, and ſup- 
poſed beſt to be acquainted with the affairs of the 
church, and in what order they are fitteſt to be 
tranſacted. But if any one elſe of: the body will 
propoſe any thing, and the reſt of the chapter 
will debate it, I fee not how the dean can hinder 
them, unlefs it be by leaving the chapter: And 
that itlelf will be of no moment in churches, 

| where 
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where his abſence doth not break up and diſſolve 
the chapter; as it does, where his conſent to any 
thing there treated of, is expreſsly required before 
it can paſs into an act. Where, indeed, he is 
allowed fuch a negative, he is generally allowed 
to make all propoſals ; Becauſe it would be to 
no purpoſe, for any one to make a propoſition, 
which he can quaſh by a diſſent; but this is not, 
I fay, a matter of right, but prudence. _ 
Upon the whole, the beſt advice I can give 
you, is, whatever your powers are by ſtatute or 
uſage, not to inſiſt on them too ſtqctiy in either 
of the caſes mentioned by you, Mic. you are 
very ſure of the favour and countenance of your 
viſitor. _ The lawyers, you will find, whenever 
ſuch points come before them for a deciſion, are 
very apt to diſregard ſtatutes and cuſtom in ſuch 
caſes z and to ſay, that their books make the 
act of the majority of the corporation, the legal 
act of the body, without conſidering whether 
the dean be among the minority or no. And 
therefore your utmoſt dexterity and addrefs will 
be neceſſary, in order to prevent ſuch a trial of 
your right at Common Law; which, it is ten to 
one, (eſpecially as things now ſtand) will go 
againſt you: If the refractory part of your 
chapter are ſtout, and men of any tenſe, or ſup- 
ported underhand, (the laſt of theſe is highly 
probable) you had better make uſe of expedients 
to decline the difficulty, than bring it at preſent 
to a deciſion. Theſe are the beſt lights, and 


Q 2 | | this. 


% 
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this the beſt advice, I can give you, after a long 
experience of the natural- conſequence of ſuch 
ſtruggles, and a careful ſearch into the foundation 
of the powers and privileges claimed and diſputed 
on the one ſide and the other. I wiſh I could 
ſay any thing more to your ſatisfaction, but I 
cannot ; and I think, in all ſuch caſes, the beſt 
inſtance I can give you of wa friendſhip, is 8 
to deceive you. 

here is a ſtatute in the latter end of Eing 
Henry the Eighth's reign, worthy of your peruſal; 

The title of it relates to the Jeaſes of hoſpitals, &c. 
and the tenor of it did, in my apprehenſion, 
ſeem always to imply, that, without the dean, 
maſter, &c. nothing could be legally done by the 
corporation. But the lawyers will not allow 
this to be good doctrine; and ſay, that ſtatute 
(notwithſtanding 2 conſtant phraſe of it) deter- 
mines nothing of this kind, and, at the moſt, 
implies it only as to ſuch deanries, &c. where 
the dean, maſter, &c. have the right of a nega- 
tive by {tatute or uſage. And few lawyers there 
are, who will allow even thus much. I cannot 
explain myſelf farther on that head: But when 
you peruſe the ſtatute, you will ſee what I mean; 
though, after all, it does not, I believe, include 
Ireland. However, I look upon it as a declara- 
tion of the Common Law here in England. 

I am ſorry you have any occaſion to write to 
me on theſe heads, and much ſorrier that I am 
not able to give you any tolerable account of 

them. 
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them. God forgive thoſe, who have furniſhed |. 
me with this knowledge, by involving me de- 
ſignedly into thoſe ſquabbles. I thank God, 
[ have forgiven them. 

L will enter into nothing but the enquiries of 
your letter; and therefore add not a word more, 
cither in Engliſh or Latin, but that I am, with 
great eſteem, good Mr Dean, your very affec- 
tionate humble ſervant, FR ROF FEN. 


LE ET T EN 
LADY BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT... 


Mx Dzan; London, May 5, 1716. 


JF OUR letter came in very good time to me, 
when I was full of vexation and trouble, 
which all vaniſhes, finding that you were ſo good 
to remember me under my afflictions, which have 
been not greater than you can think; but much 
greater than I can expreſs. I am now in town. 
buſineſs. called me hither z and when that is 
finiſhed, I ſhall retire with more comfort than I 
came. Do not forſake an old friend, nor be- 
lieve reports which are ſcandalous aad falſe. 
You are pleaſed to enquire after my health : T 
can give you no good account of it at preſent ;. 
but. that country, whither I ſhall go next week, 
will, I hope, ſet me up. As to my temper, if it 
is poſible, I am more inſipid and dull than ever, 
Q 3 eee 
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except in fome places, and there I am a little 
fury, eſpecially if they dare mention my dear 
Lord without reſpect, which ſometimes happens, 
for good manners and relationſhip are laid afide 
in this town ; it is not hard for you to guels 
whom I mean. I have not yet ſeen her Grace *, 
but defign it in a day or two: We have kept a 
correſpondence. ever {lace our misfortunes, and 
her Grace is pleaſed to call me ſiſter. There is 
no body in the world has a truer reſpect and 
value for her, than myſelf. I fend this to my 
friend John; and beg you, when you do me the 
favour of an anſwer, to fend it to him, who will 
take care to convey it to me in the country; 
for your letter lay a long while, before it came to 
my hands. I beg you to look with a friendly 
eye upon all my faults and blots in this letter, 
and that you will believe me, what I really am, 
your moſt faithful humble ſervant, F. B. 


„ CCL 


LADY BOLINGBROKE Þ TO DR SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, London, Auguſt 4, 1716. 
T WISH your laſt had found me in the coun- 
1 try; but, to my misfortune, I am ſtill kept 
in town, ſoliciting my unfortunate buſineſs. I 


have 

* The Ducheſs of Ormond. ; 

+ Frances, firſt wife of the Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, and 
daughter of Sir Henry Winchcomb, of Bucklebury, in Berks. 
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have found great favour from his Majeſty. But 
form is a tedious thing to wait upon. Since tis 


my fate, I muſt bear it with patience, and per- 


fect it, if I can; for there is nothing like follow- 


ing buſineſs one's ſelf. I am unwilling to ſtir 
without the ſeals, which I hope to have ſoon. I 


have been very ill; this place never agreeing with 


me, and leſs now than ever, it being prodigious 


hot weather. 


I know not what to ſay as to one part of your's ; 
only this, that you will forgive the fears of a wo- 


man, if the ſays the is glad it is as it is, though it 
has almoſt ruined her. I hope, one time or other, 


his Majeſty will find my Lord has been miſrepre- 


ſcented ; and, by that means, he may be reſtored 
to his country once more with honour ; or elſe, 
however harſh it may ſound out of my mouth, I 
had rather wear black. 'Theſe are my real ſenti- 


ments. I never thought myſelf, nor my health, 
of any conſequence till lately; and ſince you tell 


me *ris ſo to the unworthy, as you pleaſe to term 
it, I ſhall take care of it; for the worthy, which 
I once thought ſo, they are good for nothing, 
but to neglect diſtreſſed friends. Thoſe few 
friends I meet with now, are worth a thouſand 
relations : That I found long ago. We have the 
happineſs of odd, half-witted relations, and filly, 


obſtinate, opiniater friends, that are a ſevere 


plague to me. I never could have the pleaſure 
of talking one moment to the D= of O—— . 
She 


*® Ducheſs of Ormond, 
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: She had always company, and ſome that I wiſh 
=> ſhe had not. She is now out of town, and we 
do not correſpond at preſent. I wiſh Ber all hap- 
| pineſs, aud in better hands as to her buſineſs, 
bs You have a much better opinion of me than I de- 
| ſerve ; but I will ſtudy all I can, to merit that fa- 
vour, which you are ſo kid to aſſure me of. 

I wiſh it were poſſible for us two to meet, that 
I might aſſure you, in perſon, that I am your's 
molt faithfully. 2 | 

Your's came ſafe. I hope this will to you. 
There is a Lady who never forgets you, and a 
particular friend to me, and has been a great 
comfort to me in my trouble: I mean my tenant :. 
4 She is now in the country, to my grief. 


- 


LET T teien 


FROM DR SWIFT TO MR POPE. 


Auguſt 30, 1716. 

IT HAD the favour of your's by Mr F.; of 
whom, before . any other queſtion relating 

to your health or fortune, or ſucceſs as a poet, I 

52 inquired your principles, in the common form, 
: « Is he a Whig, or a Tory?“ I am ſorry to find 

hy they are not ſo well tallied to the preſent juncture, 
as I could with. I always thought the terms of 

- facto and jure had been introduced by the poets z 
and that poſſeſſion of any ſort in kings, was held 

- An: 


. 
s.. 
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an unexceptionable title in the courts of Parnaſſus, 
If you do not grow a perfect good ſubject in all 
its preſent latitudes, I ſhall conclude you are be- 
come rich, and able to live, without dedications 
to men in power; whereby one great inconveni- 
ence will follow, that you, and the world, and 
poſterity, will be utterly ignorant of their virtues. 
For either your brethren have miſerably deceived 
us theſe hundred years paſt, or power confers 
virtue, as naturally as five of your Popiſh ſacra- 
ments do grace. You flcep lefs, and drink 
more but your maſter, Horace, was vini ſomni- 
que bentgnus : And, as I take it, both are proper 
for your trade. As to mine, there are a thou- 
ſand poetical texts to confirm the one; and as to 
the other, I know it was anciently the cuſtom to 
ſleep in temples, for thoſe who would conſult the 
oracles, © Who dictates to me ſlumbering, &c.” “ 
You are an ill catholic, or a worſe geographer 
for I can aſſure you, Ireland is not paradiſe; and 
I appeal even to any Spaniſh Divine, whether ad- 
dreſſes were ever made to a friend in hell, or 
purgatory ? And who are all theſe enemies you 
hint at? TI can only think of Curl, Gildon, 
Squire Burnet, Blackmore, and a few others 
whoſe fame I have forgot. Tools, in my opinion, 
are as neceſſary for a good writer, as pen, ink, 
and paper. And beſides, I would fain know, 
whether every draper doth not ſhew you three 
or four damned pieces of ſtuff to ſet off his good 
one? 


Milton. 
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one? However, I will grant, that one thorough 
bookſelling- rogue is better qualified to vex an au- 
thor, than all his cotemporary ſcribblers in critic 
or ſatire, not only by ſtolen copies of what was 
incorrect, or unfit for the public, but by downs» 
right laying other men's dulneſs lat your door. I 
had a long deſign upon the ears of that Curl, 
when I was in credit; but the rogue would never 
allow me a fair ſtroke at them, although my pen- 
knife was ready drawn and ſharp. I can hardly 
believe the relation of his being poiſoned, altho' 
the hiſtorian pretends to have been an eye wit- 
neſs : But I beg pardon ; ſack might do it, altho? 
ratſbane would not. I never ſaw the thing you 
mention, as falſely imputed to you; but I think 
the frolies of merry hours, even when we are 
guilty, ſhould not be left to the mercy of our beſt 
friends, until Curl and his reſemblers are hanged. 
With ſubmiſſion to the better judgment of you 
and your friends, I take your project of an em- 
ployment under the Turks, to be idle and unne- 
ceſſary. Have a little patience, and you will ſind 
more merit and encouragement at home by the 
ſame methods. You are ungrateful to your coun- 
try; quit but your own religion, and ridicule 
our's, and that will allow you a free choice for 
any other, or for none at all, and pay you well 
into the bargain. Therefore, pray do not run and 
diſgrace us among the Turks, by telling them you 
were forced to leave your native home, becauſe 
we would oblige you to be a Chriſtian ; whereas, 
| | We 


5 
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we will make it appear to all the world, that we 


only compclled you to be a Whig. 
There is a young ingenious Quaker in this 


town, who writes verſes to his miſtreſs, not very 


correct, but in a ſtrain purely what a poctical 
Quaker ſhould do, commending her look and 
habit, &c. It gave me a hint, that a ſet of Qua- 
ker paſtorals might ſucceed, if our friend Gay * 
could fancy it, and I think it a fruitful ſubject. 
Pray hear what he ſays. I believe further, the 
paltoral ricicule is not exhauſted ; and that a 
porter, footman, or chairman's paſtoral +, might 
do well. Or, what think you of a Newgate paſto- 
ral, among the whores and thieves there? 

Laſtly, to conclude, I love you never the worſe 
for ſeldom writing to you. I am in an obſcure 
ſcene, where you know neither thing nor perſon. 
can only anſwer your's, which I promiſe to do 
after a fort, whenever you think fit to employ 
me. But I can aſſure you, the ſcene and the 


times have depreſſed me wonderfully ; for I will 


impute no defect to thoſe two paltry years, which 
have ſlipt by ſince 1 had the E to ſce you. 
I am, with the trueſt eſteem, 

Your's, &c. 


LET- 
* Gay wrote a paſtoral of this kind, which is publiſhed in his 


works. Harb, 


+ Swift himſelf wrote one of this kind, intitled, Dermot and 
Sheclah, See it in vol. vill; p. 228. 
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LETTER CccLXII. 
THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND To DR SWIFT. 


S IR, Sept. 14, 1716. 
HAD the ill fortune to miſs of that letter 
you upbraided me with. I had deſerved 

any reproaches you could make me, if it had 
come to my hands, and I not made due acknow- 
ledgements for your enquiries after me. Pll make 
you wiſh you'd not been fo angry with me; for 
I will ſcrall out myſelf, what you'd rather Betty 
or. my maid had, for they would have made 
ſhorter work of it; but I will anſwer every part 
of your's, that you obliged me with by Mr Ford. 


Firſt, As to the Lady you mention, the rea- 


fon I had not feen her in a great while, was my 


being in the country. To tell you the truth, I 


believe her huſband has been a better courtier, 
than either ſhe, or any of her ſex, could be; be- 
cauſe men have it in their power to ſerve, and I 
believe her's has effectually done what lay in him. 
You kindly aſk how my affairs go. There is 
yet no end of them, and God only knows when 
there will be. For when every thing was thought 
done, a ſudden blaſt had blown all hopes away, 
and then they gave me freſh expectations. In the 
mean time, I am forced to live upon the bor- 
row; my goods all taken away; that I ſhan't 
I have 
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have ſo much as a bed to lye upon, but what I 
muſt buy, and no money of my own to do that 
with ; ſo that you may imagine me in a chearful 
way. I pray God ſupport me. 

The Gentleman you enquired after, is very 
well now. The illneſs you heard he had, he has 
been ſubject to a good while. What you defire, 


[ wiſh were in the power of either his brother or 
me; but all will go from both of us, of every 
kind. Only they ſay, that the cloaths upon my 


back, I may perhaps call my own, and that's all. 
I was obliged to leave the country. I was ſo ill 
there, that, if I had not come to the phyſicians, 
I can't tell what might have happened. My 
daughter is your moſt humble ſervant, and is 
pretty well in health. 

Am not 1 one of 'my word, and troubled you 
twice as long as you would have witht ? But 
you'll find by this, that a woman's pen ſhould no 
more be ſet at work, than her tongue; for ſhe 
never knows when to let either of them reſt. But 
my paper puts me in mind, that I have but juſt 


room to tell you, I wiſh much to ſee you here, if 


it could be with your ſatisfaction ; and that Lam, 
with great fincerity, Sir, your faithful humble 
ſervant, 


M. ORMOND. 


Vol. XV. R | E. . 


- 
— . oc Co OS 


WP AST, ow Se ap on 1 
. Fe 3 * 


1 


1% DEAN SWIF T's 5 


LETTER CCLXIT. 
LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 


Oct. 23, 1716. 


L* is a very great truth, that, among all the 
loſſes which I have ſuſtained, none affect- 


ed me more ſenſibly, than that of your company 


and correſpondence; and yet, even now, I 


ſhould not venture to write to you, did not you 


provoke me to it. A commerce of letters between 


two men, who are out of the world, and who 


do not care one farthing to return into it again, 
muſt be of little moment to the ſtate; and yet I 
remember enough of that world, to know, that 
the moſt innocent things become criminal in 
ſome men, as the moſt criminal paſs ene 
in others. | 

Your letter breathes the ſame ſpirit as your 
converſation, at all times inſpired, even when the 
occaſions of practiſing the ſevereſt rules of vir- 
tuous fortitude ſeemed moſt remote, if ſuch oc- 
caſions could ever ſeem remote to men, who are 

under the direction of your able and honeſt friend 
Sir Roger “. | 
To write about myſelf, is no aprecable taſk ; 
but your commands are ſufficient at ouce to de- 
termine 


— 


Sir Roger is the name given to Lord Treaſurer Oxford, in 
the Hiſtory of John Bull. As Bolingbroke-is known to have 
hated and defpiſcd the Treaſurer, the words able and boneſt 
mult be taken ironically, 
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termine and excuſe me. Know, therefore, that 
my health is far better than it has been a great 
while; that the money, which I brought over 
with me, will hold out ſome time longer; and 
that I have ſecured a ſmall fund, which will yield, 
in any part of the world, a revenue ſufficient 
for one, qui peut le retrencher meme avec plaiſin dens 
la mediocrite, TI uſe a French expreſſion, becauſe 
I have not one, that pleaſes me, ready in Engliſh. 
During ſeveral months after my leaving that ob- 
{cure retreat, into which I had thrown myſelt laſt 
year, I went through all the mortifying circum- 
ſtances imaginable. Ar preſent I enjoy, as far as 
I confider myſelf, great complacency of mind; 
but this inward ſatisfaction is embittered, when I 
conſider the condition of my friends. They are 
got into a dark hole, where they grope about 
after blind guides, ſtumble from miſtake to mif. 
take, joſtle againſt one another, and dath their 
heads againlt the wall; and all this to no purpoſe, 
For aſſure yourſelf,. that there is no returning to 
light; no going out, but by going back. My ſtyle 
is myſtic, but it is your trade to deal in myſteries, © 
and therefore I add neither comment nor excuſe, 
You will underſtand me; and I conjure you to 
be perſuaded, that if I could have half an hour's 
converſation with you, for which I would barrer 
whole hours of life, you would ſtare, han! your 
wig, and bite paper, more than ever vou did in 
your life *. Adieu, dear friend; may the kindeſt 

R 2 influence 


This is a ſtrong picture of Swiſt's manner. 
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influence of heaven be ſhed upon you. Whether 
we may ever meet again, that heaven only knows; 
if we do, what millions of things ſhall we have to 
talk over ! In the mean while, believe, that no- 
thing fits ſo near my heart, as my country and my 
friends; and that, among theſe, you ever had, 
and ever {hall have, a principal place. 

If you write to me, direct A Monſieur Charlet, 
aber Monſieur Cantillon, banquier, rue de P Arbre ſec.* 
Once more adieu. 


„ff LR Qm 


CHARLES FORD, ESQ. TO DR SWIFT. 


n Paris, Oct. 28, 1716.) 


FE I was to ſee you again, you would give twice 
as much as you offered ſix weeks ago, not to 
have feen me. By the ſame rule, you might at- 


ford ſomething not to hear from me; but the in- 


cloſed came this morning to me, and I could not 
ſend it away, without adding a few lines in the 
cover. 'They are not to put you again into the 
ſpleen, but only to aſk, how you do, and how you 
employ yourſelf? Do the great deſigns go on at 
Laracor +? or have the rains put a ſtop to your 
improvements, as well as to my journey ? It will 
coſt you but a penny, and a few minutes to an- 

ſwer 


* The name of a ftreet in Paris. 
1 The Dean's living. 
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{wer theſe queſtions; and, in return, you ſhall 
know any thing you deſire to know of me in my 
travels. I ſhall go on as ſoon as we have five or 
{ix days ſunſhine to dry the roads, and make the 
fineſt country in the world ſupportable. Iam 
laughed at here, when I talk of travelling, and 
yet of waiting for fair weather; but to me the 
journey is the greateſt part of the pleaſure. And 
whereas my companion is continually wiſhing 
himſelf at Rome, I wiſh Rome was 2 thouſand 
leagues farther, that I might have more way to 
paſs in France and Italy. - | 

If you will do me the favour to write to me,, 
direct to be left with Mr Cantillon, banker in 
Paris. 


L EF PE RRXͤͤͥ ꝙ ²7l 


THE ARCHBIS HOP TO DR SWIFT. 


8 IR, London, Suffolk-flreet, Nov. 22, 1716. 
READ your's of the 13th inſtant, with great 
ſatisfaction. It is not only an advantage 

% you and me, that there ſhould be a good cor- 
refpondence between us, but alſo to the public; 
and I ature you, I had much ado to perſuade 
people here, that we keep any tolerable meaſures 
with one another; much leſs, that there was 
any thing of a good intelligence : And therefore. 
you judged right, that it ought not to be ſaid, 
R 3 that 


2 
© 
SY 


that in ſo many months I had not received any 
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letter from you. 


I do a little admire, that thoſe: that ſhould be 
your faſteſt friends, ſhould be ſo oppoſite to 
acknowledge the ſervice you did, in procuring the 
zwentieth-parts and firſt-fruits. I know no rea- 
fon for it, except,the zeal I ſhewed, to do you 
uftice in that particular from the beginning. But 
ſince I only did it, as obliged to bear teſtimony 
to the truth, in a matter which I certainly knew, 
and would have done the ſame for the worſt ene- 
my I had in the world; I fee no reaſon why 
you ſhould ſuffer, becauſe I, among others, was 
your witneſs, But be not concerned: Ingrati- 
tude is warranted by modern and ancient cuſtom; 
and it is more honour for a man to have it aſk- 
ed, why he had not a ſuitable return to his me- 
rits, than why he was overpaid? Benefacere, et 
male audire, is the lot of the beſt men. If ca- 
lumny or ingratitude could have put me out of 
my way, Gop knows where I {hould have wan- 
dered by this time. 

I am glad the buſineſs of St Nicholas * is over 
any way. My inclination was Mr Wall, that I 
might have joined the vicarage of Caſtle-nock to 
the prebend of Malahidartz which would have 
made a good proviſion for one man, ſerved 
the cures better, and yielded more then to the. 

incumbent, 


The Dean and Chapter of St Patrick's are the appropriators 


of that church, and have the right of beſtowing the cure on 
whom they pleaſe, 
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incumbent, than it can do now, when in diffe- 
rent hands. But I could not compals it, without 
uſing more power over my clergy, than I am will- 
ing to exert. But as I am thankful to you for 
your condeſcenſion in that affair; ſo I will ex- 
pect, that thoſe with whom you have complied, 
{hould ſhew their ſenſe of it, by a mutual return 
of the like compliance, when there thall be occa- 
ſion. Such reciprocal kind oflices, are the ground 
of mutual confidence and friendihip, and the 
fewel that keeps them alive: And I think, no- 
thing can contribute more to our common eaſe, 
and the public good, than maintaining theſe be- 
tween you and me, and with the clergy. 

We have a ſtrong report, that my Lord Bo- 
lingbroke will return here, and be pardoned 
certainly it muſt not be tor nothing. I hope he 
can tell no ill ſtory of you. 


I add only my prayers for you I 4 am, Sir, 
your = humble ſervant, and brother, 


WILL. DUBLIN. 


L ET T EF [RELIES 


DR SWIFT TO THE ARCHBISHOP OF DUBLIN; 


My LoRkp, Trim, Dec. 16, 1716. 
1 Should be ſorry to ſee my Lord Bolingbroke 
following the trade of an informer; becauſe 


he is a e for whom I always had, and till 
continue, 


2 


ie 
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continue, à very grcat love and eſteem. For 1 
think, as the rei{t of mankind do, that informers 
are a deteſtable race of people, although they 
may be ſometimes neceſſary, Beſides, I do not 
fee whom his Lordſhip can inform againſt, ex- 


cept himſelf. He was three or four days at the 
Cowt of France, while he was ſecretary; and it is 


barely poffible, he might then have entered into 
ſome deep negotiation with the Pretender: Altho? 
I would not believe him, if he ſhould: ſwear it; 
becauſe he proteſted to me, that he never ſaw 
him but once, and that was at a great diſtance, 
in public, at an opera. As to any others of 
the miniſtry at that time, I am' confident he 
cannot accuſe them; and that they will appear 
as innocent with relation to the Pretender, as any 
who are now at the helm. And as to myſelf, 
if I were of any importance, I ſhould be very 
ealy under ſuch an accuſation ; much caſier, than 
I am to think your Grace imagineth me in any 
danger, or that Lord Bolingbroke ſhould have 
any ill tory to tell of me. He knoweth, and 
loveth, and thinketh too well of me, to be capa- 
ble of ſuch an action. But I am ſurpriſed to 
think your Grace could talk, or act, or corre- 
ſpon] with me for ſome years paſt, while you 


muſt needs believe me a moſt fall: and vile man; 


declaring to you, on all occaſions, my al Hhorrence of 
the Pret tender, and yet privately engaged with a 


+ miniſtry to bung him in; and therefofe Warn- 
ing me to look to myſelf, and prepare "my de- 


, fence 
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fence - againſt a falſe BRoTHER, coming over to 

diſcover ſuch ſecrets as would hang me. Had 
there been ever the leaſt overture or intent of 
bringing in the Pretender, during my acquaintance 
with the miniſtry, I think I muſt have been very 
ſtupid, not to have picked out ſome diſcoveries 
or ſuſpicions. And although I am not: ſure I 
ſhould have turned informer, yet I am certain 
I ſhould have dropt ſome general cautions, and 
immediately have retired. When people ſay, 
things were not ripe at the Queen's death; they 
ay, they know not what. Things were rotten : 
And had the miniſters any ſuch thoughts, they 
ſhould ha gun three, years before ; and they, 
who ſay otherwiſe, underſtood nothing of the | 
ſtate of the kingdom at that time. 

But whether I-am miſtaken or no in other 
men, I beg your Grace to believe, that I am not 
miſtaken in myſelf. I always profeſſed to be 
againſt the Pretender ; and am fo fill. And. this 
is not to make my court, (which I know is 
vain); for I own myſelf full of doubts, fears, 
and diſſatisfactions, which I think. on as ſeldom 
25 I can : Yet, if I were of any value, the public 
may ſafely rely on my loyalty ;, becauſe I look upon 
the coming of the Pretender as a. greater evil, than 
any we are like to ſuffer under the worſt Whig 
miniſtry that can be found. : 

I have not ſpoke or thought ſo much of party 
theſe two. years; nor could ang thing hay/e 

tempted: me to it, but the grief I have in, tand 


ing 
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ing ſo ill in your Grace's opinion. I beg your 
Grace's bleſſing; 
And am, &c. 


J. SWIFT, 


LETTER CCLAVIL 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT, 


8 IR, London), Fan. 12, 1716-17. 
BOUT two months ago, 1 ſent you a very 

long epiſtle, and was in hopes you would 

either have made us a viſit, or have let us heard 


from you. Since you have done neither, we 


muſt flatter ourſelves, that you will be better the 


new year than the former. 

Our friend Prior, not having had the viciſſi- 
tude of human things before his eyes, is likely 
to end his days in as forlorn a ſtate as any other 
poet has done before him, if his friends do not 
take more care of him than he did of himſelf. 
Therefore, to prevent the evil, which we ſee is 
coming on very faſt, we have a project of print- 
ing his Solamom, and other poctical works, by 
ſubſcription 3 one guinea to be paid in hand, and 
the other at the delivery of the book. He, 
Arbuthnott, Pope, and Gay, are now with me, 


and remember you. It is our joint requeſt, 


that you will endeavour to procure fome ſub- 
ſeriptions: : You will give Pw receipts for the 
money 
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money you receive; and when you return it 
hither, you thall , have others in lieu. There 
are no papers printed here, nor any advertiſe- 
ments to be publiſhed; for the whole matter is 
to be managed by friends, in ſuch a manner as 
{hall be leaſt an to the dignity of a pleni- 
potentiary. 

I am told the Archbiſhop of Dublin ſhews. a 
letter of your's, reflecting on the high-flying 
clergy. I fancy you have writ to him in an 
ironical ſtile, and that he would have it other- 
wile underſtood. This will bring to your mind, 
what I have formerly ſaid to you on that figure. 
Pray condeſcend to explain this matter to me. 
The removal of my Lord Townſhend has given 
a little ſpirit 3 but that will ſoon flag, if the King, 
at his return, does not make farther changes. 
What meaſures his Majeſty will take, is uncer- 
tain; but this we are very ſure of, that the 
diviſion of the Whips is ſo great, that, morally 
ſneaking, nothing but another rebellion can ever 
unite them. Sunderland, Stanhope, and Cado- 
con, are of one ſide; 'Townthend, Walpole, Ox- 


_ ford, Devonſhire, and the Chancellor *, of the 


other. The latter ſeem at preſent to be ſtrong- 
eſt; but when the former appear with a German 
reinforcement, they will undoubtedly turn the 
balance. They are both making their court to 
the Tories, who, I hope, will be a body by 
themſelves, and not ſerve as recruits to either 

| | ob 
William Earl Cowper. | 
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of the other two. Lord Townſhend's friends 
give out, that his diſgrace is owing to refuſing 
four things ; viz. 'To keep up the army ; repeal 
the limitations of the Succeſſion Act; to ſend - 
money to Germany for carrying on a war againſt 
by Sweden; and to attaint Lord Oxford. When 

: Lord Sunderland + comes over, he will probably 
1 cry whore again, and endeavour to ſaddle Lord 
15 Townſhend in his turn. For theſe reproaches 
nom, are like that of Jacobitiſm in former reigns. 
. We are told, that Lord Bolingbroke has per- 
„ miſſion to ſtay in France, notwithſtanding the 


late treaty, provided he rctires from Paris. I 
am, &c. : 


„ 1+ E 7  CCLAVEL 
3 ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


S 1R, London, June 15, 1717. 
AST night I received your's of the 5th 
inſtant ; and ſince you tell me I am your 

only correſpondent, I think I ought to be more 
punctual in my returns, and the more full in 
what relates to our friends here. You'll ſee by 
the public prints, that Monday next come ſe'n- 
night, is appointed for the trial of my Lord Ox- 
I | ford, 


+ By whoſe intrigues the Lord Viſcount Townſhend had 
deen removed from the poſt of Secretary of State, which was 
given to James Stanhope, afterwards Earl Stanhope. 
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ford, and that no leſs than ſix-and-twenty dough- 
ty members are appointed to manage it. The 
Lords have likewiſe ſettled the whole forms of 
the proceedings. My Lord has aſked, that two 


lawyers more might be added to his council: Yet 


is all this but-a farce ; for there is not a creature 
living, who thinks he will ever be tried; for they 
publicly own, that they neither have, nor ever 
had, any evidence; and laugh at impeachments, 
and attainders, and party-gambols; and fay, that 
all people deſerve to be ſo puniſhed, who pre- 
ſume to diſpoſſeſs the Whigs of their indefealible 
right to the adminiſtration. But ſince he is not 
to be tried, the next queſtion is, In what manner 
is he to be brought off, ſo as to fave the honour. 
of his proſecutors? I think it will be by an act of 
grace. Others ſay, it will be by the Commons 
2!king more time, and the Lords of their party 
2orceing to refuſe it. But as we are wholly igno- 
rant of their intentions, it is poſſible neither of 
theſe gueſſes may be right, and that they may 
keep him yet another year in priſon; which my 


Lord Marlborough ſeems paſſionately to deſire. 


We labour here, under all the diſadvantages in 
the world, in every reſpect; for the tide of party 
runs ſtill very ſtrong every where, but in no 
place more than in Weſtminſter-hall. Thoſe 
on this fide, whoſe honour and. intereſt both re- 
quire, that all people, who pay obedience, ſhould 
be protected, ſeem to want a capacity to govern.z 
and the fimilitude of circumſtances between the 


*, and the regent, render the latter a firm 
Vol. XV. 8 ally, 
* King ſhould probably fill the blank, 
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ally, contrary to the natural intereſt of France. 
Thus we are ſecure from any foreign enemy. 

I agree with you, that Snape's letter + is really 
but a letter, and that it is much too ſhort and too 
ſlight for ſuch a ſubject. However, his merit 
was great, in being the firſt to give the alarm to 
his brethren, and ſetting himſelf in the front of 
the battle againſt his adverſaries. In thoſe re- 
ſpects, his letter had its full effect. 

I defire you will be as quick as you can in the 
aſſiſtance you intend Prior; for thoſe who ſub- 
ſcribed here, are impatient to have their books; 
and we cannot keep it off much longer, without 
paſſing for common cheats. Dr Arbuthnott, and 
Mr Charleton, and I, remember you often. Lady 
Maſham always aſks for you very affectionately. 
By the way Jam perfectly reſtored to grace there, 
and am invited to their houſe in the country. As 
ſoon as Lord Oxford's affair is over, I intend to 
go amongſt my friends in the country, not to re- 
turn hither till about Michaelmas. But if you'll 
direct to me at my houſe in town, your letters 
will be conveyed to me, wherever I am. Mr 
ww | Rochfort + ſeems to have a great many good qua- 
be | lities, and I am heartily glad he has met with ſuc- 


ceſs. Adieu. 
LE T - 


+ To the Biſhop of Bangor, Dr Hoadly, occaſioned by his 
Lordſhip's Sermon preached before the King, on March 31, 171), 

concerning the Nature of the Kingdom and Church of Chriſt. 

+ The Dean was intimate with a family of this name in Ire- 
land; and among his works, is a Poem, called, The Country Life, 
written while he was ſpending part of a Summer at the houſe of 
Geo, Rochfort, Eſq; fon of the Lord Chief Baron of that name. 


a * * 
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L XK 1 TER SERIE. 


ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


81 R, London, Fune 18, 1717. 
AVING acquainted you, in my letter of 
laſt poſt, that it was the univerſal opinion 
the Commons would not proceed to the trial of 
my Lord Oxford, I think myſelf obliged to tell 
you, that we begin now to be ſomething doubt ful; 
for the managers, who are twenty-ſeven in num- 
ber, ſtrenuouſly give out, that they ſhall be rea- 
dy to proceed on Monday next. Therefore, if 
you have any thoughts of coming over, let not 
any thing which I have ſaid in my laſt, have any 
weight with you to alter that reſolution. I am 
wholly taken up with the men of the law, and 
therefore have nothing to ſay to you at preſent 
upon any public matters. I thall only juſt trouble 
you with one word, relating to a private affair, 
My brother is chaplain to Sir Charles Hotham's 
regiment, which is now ordered to Ireland. If 
you could find any young fellow, who would buy 
that commiſſion, my brother thinks his patron, 
my Lord Carlifle, will eaſily prevail with my Lord 
Duke of Bolton, for leave to diſpoſe of it. I 
ſhould be very glad you could find him a chap- 
man. ; 


8 2 LET. 


208 DE AN S WI T's 


LET r En Cem 
ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


S1IR, London, July 2, 1717. 
HAVE the pleaſure to inform you, that 
Lord Oxford's impeachment was diſcharged 
laſt night, by the unanimous conſent of all the 
Lords preſent ; and, as nearly as I could count, 
their number was one hundred and ſix, the Duke 
of Marlborough, my Lord Cadogan, Lord Con- 
ningſby, and a few others of the moſt violent, 
having withdrawn themſelves before the Lords 
came into Weſtminſter-hall. The acclamations 
were as great as upon any occaſion; and our 
friend, who ſeems more formed for adverſity 
than proſperity, has at preſcnt many more friends, 
than ever he had before, in any part of his life. 
I belicve he will not have the fewer, from a meſ- 
ſage he received this morning from the K- 
by my Lord Chamberlain, to forbid him the 
Court. You'know the proſecution was at firſt 
the reſentment of a party ; but it became at lait a 
ridiculous buſineſs, weakly carried on by the im- 
potent rage of a woman; I mean of my Lady 
Marlborough, who is almoſt diſtracted that ſhe 
could not obtain her revenge. 

Jam now going out of town, with an intention 
to roll about From) place to place, till about Mi- 
chaelmas next. Direct to me hither as uſual, and 

Your 


IP 
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your letter will be conveyed to me wherever I 
am. 

Dr Arbuthnott, Mr Charleton, and Mr Cur- 
rey, have dined with me to-day, and you have 
not been forgot. I was in hopes we ſhould have 
ſcen you ere this. The Doctor ſays, you wait for 
the act of grace. If fo, I hope to ſee you by 
Winter. I am, &Cc. 


4 


L E TT E R cclLXXI. 


MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 


DAR SIR, Weſtminſter, July 30, 1717. 
H AVE. the favour of four letters from you, 
of the ninth, thirteenth, fixteenth, and twen- 

ticth inſtant. They all came fafe to me, however 
variouſly directed. I find myſelf equally comfort- 
ed by your philoſophy, and alliſted by your 
friendſhip. You will eaſily imagine, that I have 
an hundred things to ſay to you, which for as 
many reaſons I omit, and only tonch upon that 
buſineſs, to which, in the pride of your heart, 
you give the epithet /orry. TI return you the 
names of thoſe who were kind enough to ſub- 
ſcribe *, that you may ſee if they are rightly ſpelt, 
as likewiſe the right titles put to them, &c. I am 
icnſible this has given you tao much trouble, bu 
83 it 
* Subſcriptions for Mr Prior's Poems procured by the Dean. 
The ſubſcription was two guinezs, 
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* > * * 
of *** 
- — — 
* 0 — —ꝛ— AL — T— T— — 


i 


210 DEAN S W-1-F-'T" 


it is too late now to make an apology. Let Mr 
Lewis, who is now with me, do it for me, at 
what time, and in what manner he pleaſes. I 
take it for granted, that whatever I write, as what- 
ever is writ to me, will be broke open ; fo you'll 
expect nothing from me, but what you may have 
as. particularly from the Poſt-boy. We are all 
pretty well in health. I have my old whoreſon 
cough, and I think I may call it mine for life. 
The Earl * is ſemper idem. Lord Harley is in the 
country. Our brotherhood extremely diſperſed ; 
but ſo as that we have been three or four times 
able to get as many of the ſociety together, and 
drink to our abſent friends. I have been made 
to believe, that we may ſee your reverend perſon 
this Summer in England : If fo, I ſhall be glad to 
meet you at any place; but, when you come to 
London, do not go to the Cocoa-Tree, (as yon 
ſent your letter) but come immediately to Duke- 
Street, where you {hall find a bed, a book, and 
a candle : So pray think of ſojourning no where 
elſe. Pray give my ſervice to all friends in gene- 
ral. I think, as you have ordered the matter, 
you have made the greater part of Ireland lift 
them ſelves under that numbtr. I do not know 
how you can recompenſe them, but by coming 
over to help me to correct the book, which I 
promiſe them. Bee 

You will pardon my having uſed another hand, 
fince it is ſo much better than my own; and, be- 
lieve me ever, with greateſt truth, dear Sir, your's, 


M. PRIOK. 
LET- 


Of Oxford, 
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L E T TE R̃ ERSE 


THE EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT, 


Augiſt 6, 1717. 

WO years retreat has made me taſte the 
converſation of my deareſt friend, with a 
greater reliſh, than ever at the time of my being 
charmed with it in our frequent journies to Wind- 
ſor. Three of your letters have come ſafe to my 
hands. The firſt about two years ſince: That my 
ſon keeps as a family monument. The other two 
arrived ſince the firſt of July. My heart is often 
with you; but I delayed writing, in expectation 
of giving a perfect anſwer about my going to 
Brampton : But the truth is, the warmth of re- 
joicing in thoſe parts, is ſo far from abating, that 
I am perſuaded by my friends, to go into Cam- 
bridgeſhire, where you are too juſt not to believe 


you will be welcome before any one in the world. 


The longing your friends have to fee you, muſt 
be ſubmitted to the judgment yourſelf makes 
of all circumſtances. At preſent, this ſeems to be 
a cooler climate, than your ifland is like to be, 
when they aſſemble, &c. Our impatience to ſee 
you, thould not draw you into uneaſineſs. We 
long to embrace you, if you find it may be of no 
inconvenience to yourſelf, 

OXFORD. 


LET- 


DEAN SWIF Ts 


I nnen 


MN PRIOR TO DR SWIET. 


Heathrep, in Oxfordſhire, Aug. 24. 1717. 
OUR's, my good friend, of the ſixth, finds 

me in Oxfordſhire with the Duke of 
Shrewſbury, which would ſooner have been ac- 
knowledged, had it ſtayed in London. Before I 
left that pious city, I made due enquiries into the 
methods and regularity of your correſpondence 
with the Ear! *, He has received your letters; 


he will anſwer them, but not to-day, /icut olim. No- 


thing can change him. I can get no poſitive an- 
ſwer from him, nor can any man elſe; ſo trouble 
yourſelf no more on that head than he does. He 
is ſtill in London, and poſſibly has anfwered you 
while J am a little arraigning his neglect, but in 
all caſes liberavi animam meam. 

I wiſh you were in England, that you might a 


little look over the ſtrange ſtuff that I am to give 


our friends for their money. I ſhall be angry, 
if you are near, and not with me; but when I 
ſec you, that weighty queſtion may eaſily be de- 
cided. In the mean time, I am taking your 
good counſel, and will be in the country as much 
as I can. 

You have found two miſtakes in the lift, but 


have not corrected them. I preſume we ſhall 
have 
* Of Oxford. 
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liſt back again; of which, I ſay, no haſte is re- 
wired. 

Cive my ſervice and thanks to all friends; re- 
ſerve only to yourſelf, the aſſurance of my being, 
beyond expreſſion, my friend, your's, 


M. PRIOR 


L E TT E R celxuv. 


MR ADDISON TO DR SWIFT. 


DEAR Sin, March 20, 1717-18. 
N ULTIPLICITY. of buſineſs, and a long 


dangerous fit of ſickneſs, prevented me 

from anſwering the obliging letter you honoured 
me with ſome time fince : But, God be thanked? 
cannot make uſe of either of theſe excuſes at 
preſent, being entirely free, both of my office *, 
and my aſthma. - I dare not, however, venture 
myſelf abroad yet, but have ſent the contents of 
your laſt to a friend of mine +, (for he is very 
much ſo, tho” he is my ſucceſſor), who I hope will 
turn it to the advantage of the gentleman whom 
you mention. I know you have ſo much zeal 
and pleaſure” in doing kind offices for thoſe you 
wiſh 


® Of Secretary of State; which poſt Mr Addiſon reſigned on 
the 14th of March 117-18, and had a penſion granted him of 
one thoutand five hundred pounds a-year, 

+ James Craggs, Eſq; 


* 
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wiſh well to, that I hope you repreſent the hard- 
ſhip of the caſe in the ſtrongeſt colours that it 
it can poſſibly bear. However, as I always ho- 
noured you for your good nature, which is a 
very odd quality to celebrate in a man who has 


talents ſo much more ſhining in the eyes of 
the world, I ſhould be glad if I could any way 


concur with you, in putting a itop to what you 
ſay is now in agitation. 

I muſt here condole with you upon the loſs of 
that excellent man, the Biſhop of Derry *, who 
has ſcarce left behind him his equal, in humanity, 
agreeable converſation, and all kinds of learning. 
We have often talked of you with great pleaſure 
and,  upop this occaſion, I cannot but reflect 
upon myſelf, who, at the ſame time that I omir 
no opportunity of exprefling my eſteem for you 


to others, have been ſo negligent in doing it to 


yourſelf, I have ſeveral times taken up my pen 
to write to you, but have been always interrupt- 
ed by ſome impertinence or other; and, to tell 
you unreſervedly, I have been unwilling to an- 
fwer ſo agreeable a letter, as that I received from 
you, with one written in form only ; but I mult 
{till have continued ſilent, had I deferred writing 
till I could have made a ſuitable return. Shall we 
never again talk together in laconic ? Whenever 
you ſee England, your company will be the moſt 
acceptable in the world at Holland-houſe, where 


you are highly eſteemed by Lady Warwick, and 


the 
* Dr Narciſſus Marſh. £9 
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the young Lord, though by none any where 
more, than by, Sir, your moſt taithful, and moſt 
obedient humble ſervant, 


J. ADDISON. 


L ET TER OQUREY: 


LORD, HARLEY TO DR SWIFT. 

April 12, 1718. 

IIS Lordſhip. writes to the Dean, that he 
hopes to ſee him at Wimple this year: 

That Lord Oxford was well, and talked of go- 
ing into Herefordſhire. He adds, your ſiſter is 
obliged to go to Bath, preſents her humble ſer- 
vice, and deſires you to accept of a little etuy. 
I beg you will not deny me the favour to take 
the ſnuff-box which comes along with it, to ſup- 
ply the place of that which was broke by acci- 
dent ſome time ago. I am, with true reſpect, 


your moſt humble ſervant, and brother, 
HARLEY. 


LET - 


216 DEAN SWIF T's 


L E ITT E R CCLXSVL. 


MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 


DAR SIR, a | May 1, 1718. 
PRETTY kind of amuſement I have been 
engaged in! Commas, Semicolons, Italics, 
and Capitals, to make nonſenſe more pompous, 
and fur-below bad poetry with good printing. 
My friends letters, in the mean time, have lain 
unanſwered ; and the obligations I have to them, 
on account of the very bqok itſelf, are unac- 
knowledged. This is not all; I muſt beg you 
once more to transfer to us an entire liſt of my 
ſubſcribers, with their diſtin& titles, that they 
may, for my honour, be printed at the beginning 
of ray book. This will eaſily be done, by reviſing 
the liſt which we ſent to you. I muſt pray of 
you, that it may be exact. 

E— O * has not at all diſappointed my 
expectations. He is ſemper idem; and has as 
much buſineſs to do now, as when he was go- 
verning England, or impeached for treaſon. He 
is {till in town, but going in a week or ten 
days into Herefordſhire. Lord and Lady Harley 
are at the Bath; and as ſoon as I ſhall have 
ſettled my affairs of the printing-preſs, (fad buſi- 
neſs! as you very well call it), I ſhall go into the 
country to them, | 


: I My 
* Lord Mord. b 
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My health, I thank you, is pretty good. My 
courage better. I drink very often to your 
health, with ſome of our friends here; and am 
always, with the greateſt truth and affection, 


dear Sir, your obliged and moſt obedient ſervant, 
M. PRIOR. 


L. E T RE RRͤͥ́ D 
a pr PRIOR TO DR SWIFT, 


DEAR Brun, May 29, 1718. 
I| HAVE received your” s of the ſixth, with 
the liſt corrected. I have two Colon and 
Comma men. We correct, and deſign to publiſh, 
as faſt as the nature of this great, or ſorry work, 


as you call it, will bear; but we ſhall not be out 


before Chriſtmas, ſo that our friends abroad 
may compleat their collection till Michaelmas, 
and be returned ſoon enough to have their 
names printed, and their books got ready for 
them. 

Jam going to-morrow morning to the Bath, 
to meet Lord Harley there. I ſhall be back in 
a month. The Earl of Oxford is ſtill here. He 
will go into Herefordſhire ſome time in June. 
He ſays he will write to you himſelf. Am 1 
particular enough? Is this proſe? And do I 
diſtinguiſh tenſes ? I have nothing more to tell 
you, but that you are the happieſt man in the 
world; and, if you are once got into la bagate/le, 

Vor. XV. ® you 


218 DEAN SWIPT's 


you may deſpiſe the world. Beſides contriving 
emblems, ſuch as Cupids, torches, and hearts 
for great letters, I am now unbinding two vo- 
lumes of printed heads, to have them bound 
together in better order than they were before. 
Don't you envy me? For the reſt, matters con- 
tinue ſicut lim. I will not tell you how much 1 
want you, and I cannot tell you how well I love 
you. Write to me, my dear Dean, and give 
my ſervice to all our friends. Your's ever, 

M. PRIOR. 


* 


nn | COLIXVEL 


PETER LUDLOW, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


Sept. 10, 1718. 

SEND you the incloſed pamphlet by a pri- 
vate hand, not daring to venture it by the 
common poſt; for it is a melancholy circum- 
ſtance we are now in, that friends are afraid to 
carry on even a bare correſpondence, much more 
to write news, or ſend papers of conſequence 
(as 1 take the incloſed to be) that way, But TI 
ſuppoſe I need make no apology, for not ſend- 
ing it by poſt; for you mult know, and own, 
too, that my fears are by no means groundleſs. 
For, your friend Mr Manley * has been guilty 
of 


-* Poſtmaſter-General of Ircland, whom Dr Swift had great- 
ly befriended in Queen Anne's time. 
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of opening letters that were not directed to him, 
nor his wife, nor really to one of his acquain- 
tance. Indeed, 1 own, it ſo happened, that 
they were of no conſequence ;z but ſecrets of 
* ſtate, ſecrets of families, and other ſecrets. (that 
one would by no means let Mr Manley know) 
might have been diſcovered ; beſides a thouſand, 
nay, for ought I know, more than a thouſand, 
calamities might have enſued. I nced not (I 
believe) enumerate them to you; but, to be 
plain with you, no man nor woman would (with 
their eyes open) be obliged to ſhew all they had 
to Mr Manley. Theſe I think ſufficient reaſons 
for ſending it in the manner I do; but ſubmit 
them and myſelf to your candour and cenſure. _ 
The paper, I believe, you'll find very artfully 
written, and a great deal couched, uader the 
appearance (I own at firſt) of blunders, and a 
filly tale. For who, with half an eye, may 
not perceive, that, by the old woman's being 
drowned at Ratcliffe-highway, and not dead yet, 
is meant the Church, which may be ſunk or 
drowned, but in all probability will riſe again ? 
Then the man who was robbed and overtaken, is 
eaſily gueſſed at. He could not tell (the inge- 
nuous author ſays) whether ſhe was dead: True! 
but may be he will tell ſoon. But then the 
author goes on (who muſt be ſuppoſed a high- 
church man) and enquires of a man riding a- 
horſeback upon a mare. That's prepoſterous, 
and muſt allude to a great man who has been 

5 guilty 
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guilty (or he is foully belied) of very prepoſte- 
rous actions; when the author comes up to him, 
the man takes him for a Robber, or a 'Tory, 
and ran from him, but you find he purſued him 
furiouſly. Mark that: And e Horſe, —This 
is indeed carrying a figure farther than Homer 
does: He makes the ſhicld, or its device, an 
_ epithet ſometimes to his warrior, —but never, as 

I remember, puts it in place of the perſon : But 
there is a figure for this in rhetorick, which I 
don't remember; by which we often ſay, He is 
a good fiddle, or rather, as by the Gown is 
often meant particular Parſons. Well then, you 
find the Horſe, ſeeing himſelf dead or undone, 
ran away as faſt as he could, and left the pre- 
poſterous fellow to go a- foot. During this their 
misfortune, the candid author (whom I cannot 
mention without profound reſpect) calls them 
friends, and means to do them no harm; only 
enquires after the welfare of the church. Ah! 
Dear Sir, this is the true character of the Tories. 
And here I cannot but compare the generoſity 
and good. nature of the one, with the ſullen in- 
gratitude of the other: We find the horſe gone, 
and they footing it give a ſurly anſwer; while 
the other (though a conqueror) offers his friend- 
ſhip, and aſks the queſtion with a—LPray, in- 
form me. : 

I have gone, my dear friend, thus far with 
the paper, to ſhew, you how excellent a piece I 


take it to be, and muſt beg the favour of you 
; £0, 
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to give your opinion of it, and ſend me your 
animadverſions upon the whole; which I am 
confident you won't refuſe me, when you con- 
ſider of how great an advantage they will be to 
the whole earth, who, may be to this day, 
have read over theſe ſheets with too ſuperficial 
an underſtanding; and cfpecially fiace it is the 
requeſt of, Learned Sir, your moſt dutiful and 
obedient humble ſervant, 
SIR POLITICK WOULD- BE. 

I ſubmit it to your better judgment, (when 
you make a more curious enquiry into the ar- 
cana of this piece), to conſider, whether, by Sir 
Tohn Vangs (who you find lives by the water- 
fide) muſt not be meant the Dutch; ſince you 
find too, that he cats bag-pudding freezing hot. 
This may icem a paradox; but I have been aſſur- 
ed by a curious fricad of mine, of great veracity, 
who had lived. many Winters in Holland, that 
nothing is more common, than-for bot pudding 
to freeze in that coid country. But, then, what 
convinces me that by Sir john the Dutch muſt 
be meant, is, that you fnd he creeps out of a 
ſtopper hole, which alludes to their mean ori- 
gin. I muſt obſerve too, that Gammer Vangs 
had an old woman to her ſon. That's a bob for 
Glorious *, But I am under great con- 
cern, to find ſo hard a ſentence paſſed upon poor 
Swift, becauſe he's little. I think him better 
than any of them, and hope to ſee him greater. 
1/4 fo EB. 
The common appellation in Ireland for King William III. 

| 
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LD ET TEK - CCLXXIS” 
MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 


Myr DAR Dr an, Londen, Sept. 25, 1718. 


HAVE now made an end of what you, in 
your haughty manner, call wretched work. 
My book is quite printed off; and if you are as 
much upon the bagatelle as you pretend to be, 
you will find more pleaſure in it than you ima- 
gine. We are going to print the ſubſcribers 
names: If, therefore, you have any by you, 
which are not yet remitted, pray ſend them over 
by the next poſt, If you have not, pray ſend 
me word of that too; that, in all caſes, I may 
at leaſt hear from you. E— of O has been 
in town all this Summer, is now going into Here- 
fordſhire, and ſays he thall fee you very ſoon 
in England. I would tell you with what plea- 
ſure this would be, if I knew upon what cer- 
tainty the hopes of it were founded. Write me 
word of this too; for upon it I.would order 
my matters ſo, that I may be as much with you 
as J can: And this you will find no little favour 
for I aſſure you, we are all fo changed, that there 
is very little choice of ſuch company as you 
would like; and, except about eighteen hundred 
that have ſubſcribed to my book, I do not hear 
of as many more in this nation that have com- 
mon ſenſc. My couſin Pennytather, and Will. 
Philips, 
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Philips, drink your health. I cough, but am 
otherwiſe well; and till I ceaſe to cough, i. e: 
to live, I am, with entire friendſhip and affec- 
tion, dear Sir, your moſt obedient .and humble 
ſervant, M. PRIOR 


L TT E RARE 


MR ADDISON TO DR SWIFT. 


DAR SIR, Bristol, Oct. 1, 1718. 

HAVE received the honour of your letter ar 

- Briſtol, where I have juſt finiſhed a courſe 
of water-drinking, which I hope has pretty well 
recovered me from the leavings of my laſt Win- 
ter's ſickneſs. As for the ſubject of your letter, 
though you know an affair of that nature cannot 
well nor. ſafely be truſted in writing, I deſired a 
friend of mine to acquaint Sir Ralph Gore, that 
I was under a pre-engagement, and not at my 
own choice to act in it, and have fince troubled 
my Lady Aſhe with a letter to the ſame effect, 
which I hope has not miſcarried. However, up- 
on my return to London, I will farther enquire 
into that matter, and ſee if there is any room 
left for me to negociate as you propoſe. 

I live till in hopes of ſeeing you in England:; 
and if you would take my houſe at Bilton in 
your way, (which lyes upon the road, within a 
mile of Rugby) I would ſtrain hard to meet you 
there, provided you would make me happy in 

your 
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your company for ſome days. The greateſt plea» 
ſure I have niet with for ſome months, is in the 
converſation of my old friend Dr Smallridge, 
who, ſince the death of the excellent man you 
mention, is to me the moſt candid and agreeable 
of all biſhops ; I would ſay clergymen, were not 
deans comprehended under that title. We have 
often talked of you; and when I aſſure you he 
has an exquiſite taſte of writing, I need not tell 
you how he talks on ſuch a ſubject. I look up- 
on it as my good fortune, that I can expreſs my 
eſteem of you, even to thoſe who are not of 
the biſhop's party, without giving offence. When 
a man has ſo much compaſs in his character, he 
affords his friends topics enough to enlarge upon, 
that all fides admire. I am ſure a zealous friend- 
ly behaviour, diſtinguiſhes you as much, as your 
many more {hining talents; and as I have re- 
ceived particular inſtances of it, you muſt have a 
very bad opinion of me, it you do not think I 
heartily love and reſpect you; and that I am 
ever, dear Sir, your moſt obedient, and moſt 
humble ſervant, J. ADDISON. 


r een 
DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


DREAR SIR, | London, OF. 14, 1718. 


HIS ſerves for an envelope to the incloſed ; 


for I cannot tell whether you care to hear 
from 
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from any of your friends on this fide. In your 
laft, I think, you defired me to let you alone, to 
enjoy your own fpleen. Can you purchaſe your 
fifty pounds a-year in Wales ? yer, I can tell you 
before-hand, Lewis ſcorns to live with you there. 
He keeps company with the greateſt, and is prin- 
cipal governor in many families. I have been in 
France ; ſix weeks at Paris, and- as much at 
Rouen; where, I can aſſure you, I hardly heard 
a word of news, or. politics, except a little clut- 
ter about ſending fome impertinent preſidents du 
parliament to priſon, that had the impudence to 
talk for the laws and liberties of their country, 
I was aſked for Monſicur Swift by many people, 
I can aſſure you; an particularly, by the Duke 
d' Aumont. I was reſpectfully and kindly treated 
by many folks, and even by the great Mr Laws “. 
Amongſt other things, I had the honour to carry 
an Iriſh Lady + to Court, that was admired be- 
yond all the Ladies in France for her beauty. 


She 
The contriver of the Miſſiſſippi ſcheme. 


+ The celebrated Beauty, Miſs Nelly Bennet, on whom theſe 
Unes were written: | 


For when as Nelly came to France, 
(Invited by her couſins) 

Acroſs the Tuillerics, each glance 
Kill'd Frenchmen by whole dozens. 


'The King, as he at dinner ſat, 
Did beckon to his huſſar, 

And bid him bring his tabby cat, 
For charmipg Nell to buſs her. 


The 
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She had great honours done her. The huſſar 
himſelf was ordered to bring her the King's cat 
to kiſs. Her name is Bennet. Amongſt other 
folks, I ſaw your old friend Lord Bolingbroke, 
who aiked for you. He looks juit as he did, 
Your friends here are in good health z not chan- 
ged in their ſentiments towards you. I left my 
two girls in France with their uncle, which was 
my chief buſineſs. I don't know that I have any 
friends on your fide, befides Mz Ford, to whom 
give my ſervice, and to Dr Parnell and Mr Jer- 
voiſe. 

If it be poſſible for you, obey the contents of 
the incloſed; which, I ſuppoſe, is a kind invita- 
tion. The Dragon is juſt as he was, only all 
his old habits ten times ſtronger upon him than 
ever. Let me beg of you not to forget me, for 
I can never ceaſe to love and eſteem you, being 
ever your molt affectionate and obliged humble 


ſervant, JO. ARBUTHNOTT. 
| LET- 


The Ladies were with rage provok'd, 
To fee her fo reſpected: 

The men look'd arch, as Nelly ſtrok'd, 
And puſs her tail erected. 


But not a man did look employ, _ 
Except on pretty Nelly: | 

Then faid the Duke de Villeroi, 
Ah! quelle eſt bien jolie! 


The courticrs all, with one accord, 
Broke out in Nelly's praiſes ; 

Admir'd her roſe, and lis fans farde, 
Which are your terms Frangoiſes. 
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LETT En  CCLXXXIL 
DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


De AR BROTHER, London, Dec. 11, 1718. 


OR ſo I called you before, were it not for a 
certain reverence I pay to Deans, I find 
you wiſh both me and yourſelf to live to be old 
and rich. The ſecond goes in courſe along with 
the firſt; but you cannot given ſeven (that is the 
tythe of ſeventy), good reaſons for either. Glad 
at my heart ſhould I be, if Dr Helſham or I could 
do you any good. My ſervice to Dr Helſham : 
Te does not want my advice in the caſe. I have 
done good lately to a patient and a friend, in that 
complaint of a vertigo, by cinnabar of antimony, 
and caſtor, made up into bolus's with confect. of 
alkermes. I had no great opinion of the cinna- 
bar; but trying it amongſt other things, my 
friend found good of this preſcription. I had 
tried the caſtor alone before, not with fo much 
ſucceſs. Small quantities of finctura ſacra, now 
and then, will do you good. There are twenty : 
Lords, I believe, would ſend you horſes, if they 
knew how. One or two have offered to me, who, 
believe, would be as good as their words. Mr 
Rowe, the Poct Laureat, is dead, and has left a 
damned jade of a Pegaſus. I'll anſwer for it, he 
won't do as your mare did, having more need of 
Lucan's 
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Lucan's preſent, than Sir Richard Blackmore. I 
would fain have Pope get a patent for life, for 
the place, with a power of putting in Durfey his 
deputy. The Dragon is come to town, and was 
entering upon the detail of the reaſons of ſtate, 
that kept him from appearing at the begin- 
ning, &c. when I did believe, at the fame time, 
it was only a law of nature, to which the Dra- 
gon is moſt ſubject, Remanere in flatu in quo ęſt, 
miſe deturbetur ab extrinſeco. Lord Harley, and 
Lady Harley, give their ſervice, Lewis is in the 
country with Lord Bathurſt, and has wrote me 
a moſt dreadful ſtory of a mad dog, that bit their 
| huntſman ; ſince which accident, I am told, he 
has ſhortened his ſtirrups three bores; they were 
not long before. Lord Oxford preſented him 
with two horſes. He has ſold one, and tent the 
other to graſs, avec beaucoup de ſageſſe. I do not 
believe the ſtory of Lord Bolingbroke's marriage, 
for I have been contulted about the lady; and, 
by ſome defects in her conſtitution, I ſhould not 
think her appetite lay much towards matrimony. 
There is ſome talk about reverſing his attainder 
but I with he may not be diſappointed. I am for 
all precedents of that kind. They ſay the Pre- 
tender is like to have his chief miniſter impeach- 
ed. He has his wife priſoner. The footmen of 
the Houſe of Commons chooſe their ſpeaker, 
and impeach, &c. T think it were proper, that 
all Monarchs ſhould ſerve their apprenticeſhips 
as Pretenders,” that we might diſcover their de- 
fects. 
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fects. Did you ever expect to live to ſee the 
Duke of Ormond fighting againſt the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion, and the Duke of Berwick fighting for 
it? France in confederacy with England, to re- 
duce the exorbitant power of Spain? I really 

think there is no ſuch good reaſon for living till 
ſeventy, as curioſity. You ſay you are ready to 
reſent it as an affront, to ſay, that a lady, hardly 
known or obſerved for her beauty in Ireland, is a 
curioſity in France. All Deans naturally fall into 
paralogiſms. My wife gives you her kind love 
and ſervice, and, which is the firſt thing that 
occurs to all wives, withes you well married. 


L E TT E R ccLXXXIII. 


LokpDp BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 


March 175 1919; LN. S.] 

HAVE not, theſe ſeveral years, taſted ſo ſen- 
ſible a pleaſure, as your letters of the 6th 

of January, and 16th of February gave me; and 
I know enough of the teaderneſs of your heart, 
to be aſſured, that the letter J am writing, will 
produce much the ſame effect on you. I feel my 
own pleaſure, and I feel your's. The trueſt re- 
ſlection, and at the ſame time the bittereſt ſatire, 
'which can be made on the preſent age, is this : 
That to think as you think, will make a man paſs 


for romantic. Sincerity, conſtancy, tenderneſs, 
VoL. XV, U are 
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are rarely to be found. They are ſo much out 
of uſe, that the man of mode imagines them to 
be out of nature. We meet with few friends : 
The greateſt part of thoſe who paſs for ſuch, are, 
properly ſpeaking, nothing more than acquaint- 
ance ; and no wonder, ſince Tully's maxim is cer- 
tainly true, that friendſhip can ſubſiſt non niſ in- 
ter bono, at the age of life when there is balm 
in the blood, and that confidence in the mind, 
which the innocency of our own heart inſpires, 
and the experience of other men deſtroys. I was 
apt to confound my acquaintance and my friends 

together. | | | 
I never doubted, but that IJ had a numerous 
cohort of the latter. I expected, if ever I fell into 
misfortune, to have as many, and as remarkable 
inſtances of friendſhip to produce, as the Scythi-* 
an, in one of Lucian's Dialogues, draws from his 
nation. Into theſe misfortunes I have fallen. 
Thus far my propitious ſtars have not diſappoint- 
ed my expectations. The reſt have almoſt en- 
tirely failed me. The fire of my adverſity has 
purged the mats of my acquaintance z and, the 
ſeparation made, I diſcover, on one fide, an 
| handful of friends; but on the other, a legion of 
enemies, at leaſt of ſtrangers. Happily this fiery 
trial has had an effeck on me, which makes me 
ſome amends. I have found leſs reſource in other 
people, and more in myſelf, than I expected. I 
make good, at this hour, the motto which I took 
nine years ago, when I was weak enough to liſt 
again 


f 
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again under the conduct of a man , of whom 
nature meant to make a ſpy, or, at moſt, a cap- 
tain of miners ; and whom fortune, in one of her 
whimſical moods, made a general. 

I enjoy at this hour, with very tolerable health, 
great tranquillity of mind. You will, I am ſure, 
hear this with fatisfaCtion ; and ſure it is, that J 
tell it you without the leaſt affectation. I live, my 
friend, in a narrower circle than ever; but, I 
think, in a larger. When 1 look back on what 
is paſt, I obſerve a multitude of errors, but no 
crimes. I have been far from following the ad- 
vice which Cælius gave to Cicero; Id melius eff 
Ratuere, quod tutins fit : And, I think, may ſay to 
myſelf, what Dolabella fays, in one of his letters 
to the ſame Cicero: Satigactum eff jam a te, vel 
officio, vel familiaritati : Satisfaum etiam partibus, 
et ei reipublice, quam tu probabass Reliquum eſt, 
ubi nunc eft reſpublica, ibi famus potius, quam, dum 
illam veterem ſeguamur, ſimus in nulla, What my 
memory has furniſhed on this head, (for I have 
neither books nor papers here, concerning home 
affairs), is writ with great truth, and with as 
much clearneſs as I could give it. If ever we 
meet, you will, perhaps, not think two or three 
hours abſolutely thrown away in reading it. One 
thing I will venture to aſſure you of before-hand, 
which is, that you will think I never deſerved 
more to be commended, than whilſt I was the 
moſt blamed; and that you will pronounce the 

TE 4 higheſt? 
* Robert Earl of Oxford. 
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higheſt part of my character, to be that which has 
been diſguiſed by the nature of things, miſrepre- 
ſented by the malice of men, and which is ſtill 
behind a cloud. In what is paſt, therefore, I find 
no great ſource of uneaſineſs. As to the preſent, 
my fortune is extremely reduced; but my deſires 
are ſtill more ſo. Nothing is more certain, than 
this truth, That all our wants, beyond thoſe which 
a very moderate income will ſupply, are purely 
imaginary ; and that his happineſs is greater, and 
better aſſured, who brings his mind up to a tem- 
per of not feeling them, than his, who feels 
them, and has where-withal to ſupply them. 
Hor. Epiſi. J. lib. 1. 


—V ae, que maxima cred:s 
e mala exiguum cenſum, turpemque repulſams 
Duanto 4 &c. 


Which I paraphraſed thus, not long ago, in 
my poſt-chaile : 


Survey mankind, obſerve what riſks they run, 
What fancy'd ills, thro” real dangers, ſhun ; 
Thoſe fancy'd ills, ſo dreadful to the great, 

A loſt election or impair'd eſtate. 

Obſerve the merchant, who, intent on gain, 
Affronts the terrors of the Indian main; 

Tho' ſtorms ariſe, and broken rocks appear, 
He flies from poverty, and knows no other fear. 
Vain men, who might arrive with toil far leſs, 


By ſmoother paths, at greater happineſs. 
For 


Fi 


CORRESPONDENCE 233 


For *tis ſuperior bliſs, not to deſire 

That trifling good, which fondly you admire, 
Poſſeſs precarious, and too dear acquire. 

What hackney gladiator can you find, 

By whom the Olympic crown would be declin'd ? 
Who, rather than that glorious palm to ſeize, 
With ſafety combat, and prevail with eaſe, 
Would chuſe on ſome ingtorious ftage to tread, 
And, fighting, ſtroll from wake to wake for bread ? 


As to what is to happen, Tam not anxious a- 
bout it: On which ſubject, I have twenty fine 
quotations at the end of my pen; but I think 
it is better to own frankly to you, that, upon a 
principle (which I have long eſtabliſhed) that 
we are a great deal more mechanical than our va- 
nity will give us leave to allow, I have familiari- 
zed the worſt proſpects to my fight ; and chat, 
by ſtaring want, ſolitude, neglect, and the reſt 
of that train in the face, IJ have diſarmed them of 
their terrors. I have heard of ſomebody, who, 
whilſt he was in the Tower, uſed every morning 
to lye down on the block, and ſo act over his laſt 
ſcene. | | T 

Nothing difturbs me, but the uncertainty of 
my ſituation, which the zeal of a few friends, and 
the inveteracy of a great many enemies, enter- 
tain. The more prepared I am tp paſs the re- 
nainder of my life in exle, the more ſenſibly 
ſhall J feel the pleaſure of returning to you; if 
his Majeſty's unconditional favour, (the offers of 

| 5 which 
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which prevented even my wiſhes) proves at laſt 
effectual. I cannot apply to myſelf, as you bid 
me do; Non tibi parvum ingenium, non incul- 
zum ęſt, and what follows; and if ever we live in 
the ſame country together, you ſhall not apply to 
me, uod ſi frigida curarum Fomenta relinquere 
Paſſes. | 
I have weit you, before I was aware of it, a 

long letter. The pleaſure of breaking ſo nk a 
ſilence, tranſports me; and your ſentiment is a 


ſufficient excuſe. It is not ſo eaſy to find one for 


talking ſo much about myſelf; but I ſhall want 
none with you upon this ſcore. Adieu. 

This letter will get ſafe to London; and from 
thence, I hope the friend to whom I recom- 
mend it, will find means of conveying it to you. 
For God's ſake, no more apologies for your 
quotations, unleſs you mean, by accuſing your» 
ſelf, to correct me. 

There never was a better application than 
your's, of the ſtory of Pierſchole. The ſtorks 
will never come, and they muſt be porters all 
their lives. They are ſomething worſe; for I 
had rather be a porter than a tool: I would foon- 
er lend out my back to hire, than my name. 
They are at this time the inſtruments of a ſaucy 
gardener, who has got a gold croſs on his ſto- 
mach, and a red cap on his head. 

A poor gentleman, who puts me often in'mind 
of one of Scandal's pictures in Congreve's play of 


Love fer Love, where a ſoldier is repreſented with 
his 


CORRESPONDENCE. 235 
his heart where his head ſhould be, and no head. 
at all, is the conductor of this doughty enter- 
prize; which will end in making their cauſe a lit- 
tle more deſperate than it is. Again, adieu. 

Let me hear from you by the ſame conveyance,, 
that brings you this. I am in pain about your 
health. From the 6th of January to the 16th of 
February, is a long courſe of illneſs. | 


E Er r M Cox 
TO LORD BOLINGBROKE.. 


My Losrp, fs May 1719. 
FORGET whether 1 formerly mentioned to 
you, what I have obſerved in Cicero; that, 

in ſome of his letters, while he was in exile, there 
is a ſort of melancholy pleaſure, which is wonder- 
fully affecting. I believe the reaſon muſt be, 
that, in thoſe circumſtances of life,. there is more 
leiſure for friendſhip to operate, without any 
mixture of envy, intereſt, or ambition. But 1 
am afraid, this was chiefly when Cicero writ to 
his brethren in exile, or they to him; becauſe 
comnion diſtreſs is a great promoter, both of 
friendſhip and ſpeculation. For, I doubt, pro- 
ſperity and adverſity are too much at variance, 
cver to ſuffer a near alliance between their owners. 
Friendſhip, we ſay, is created by a reſemblance 
of humours. You allow that adverſity both 
taught 
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taught you to think and reaſon much otherwiſe 
than you did; whereas, I can aſſure you, that 
thoſe who contrived to ſtay at home, and keep 
what they had, are not changed at all; and, if 
they ſometimes drink an ablent friend's health, 
they have fully diſcharged their duty. I have 
been, for ſome time, nurſing up an obſervation, 
which perhaps may be a juſt one: That no men 
are uſed ſo ill, upon a change of times, as thoſe 
who acted upon a public view, without regard 


to themſelves. I do not mean from the. circum- 


ſtance of ſaving more or leſs money, but becaufe 
J take it, that the ſame grain of caution, which 


diſpoſeth a man to fill his coffers, will teach him 


how to preſerve them upon all events. And I 
dare hold a wager, that the Duke of Martbo- 


rough, in all his campaigns, was never known 


to loſe his baggage. I am heartily olad to hear 
of that unconditional offer vou mention; be- 
cauſe I have been taught to believe, there is little 
good-nature to be had from that quarter: And 
if the offer were ſincere, I know not why it has 
not ſucceeded, fince every thing is granted that 
can be aſked for, unleſs there can be an exception 
only for generous and good-natured actions. 
When I think of you with relation to Sir Roger, 
I imagine a youth of fixteen marrying a woman 
of thirty for love: She decays every year, while 
he grows up to his prime; and when it is too 
late, he wonders how he could think of ſo un- 
equal a match, or what is become of the beauty 

he 
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he was ſo fond of. Jam told he outdoes 
himſelf in every quality for which we us'd to 
quarrel with him. I do not think, that leiſure 
of life, and tranquillity of mind, which fortune 
and your own wildom hath given you, could be 
better employed, than in drawing up very exact 
memoirs of thoſe affairs, wherein, to my know-= 
ledge, you had the moſt difficult and weighty 
part : And I have often thought, in comparing 
periods of time, there never was a more impor- 
tant one in England, than that which made up 
the four laſt years of the late Queen. Neither 
do I think any thing could be more entertaining 
or uſeful, than the ſtory of it fully and exactly 
told, with ſuch obſervations, in ſuch a ſpirit, 
ſtyle, and method, as you alone are capable of 
performing it. One reaſon why we have ſo few 
memoirs written by principal actors, is becauſe 
much familiarity with great affairs makes men 
value them too little; yet ſuch perſons will read 
Tacitus and Comines with wonderful delight. 
Therefore I muſt beg two things; firſt, that you 
will not omit any paſſage, becauſe you think it 
of little moment: and, ſecondly, that you will 
write to an ignorant world, and not ſuppoſe 
your reader to be only of the preſent age, or 
to live within ten miles of London. There is 
nothing more vexes me in old Hiſtorians, than 
when they leave me in the dark, in ſome paſſages 
which they ſuppoſe every one to know. It is 
this lazineſs, pride, or incapacity of great men, 

that 


- 
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that hath given way to the impertinents of the 
nation, where you are to peſter us with memoirs 
full of trifling and romance. Let a Frenchman 
talk twice with a miniſter of ſtate, he deſires no 
more to furniſh out. a volume; and I, who am 
no Frenchman, deſpairing ever to ſee any thing 
of what you tell me, have been ſore time pro- 
viding materials for ſuch a work, only upon the 
ſtrength of having been always amongſt you, 
and uſed with more kindneſs and confidence, 
than it often happens to meu of my trade and 
level. But I am heartily glad of ſo good a rea- 
fon to think no further that way, although I 
could ſay many things which you will never al- 
low yourſelf to write. I have already drawn 
your character at length in one tract, and a 
ſketch of it in another. But I am ſenſible, that 
when Cæſar deſcribes one of his own battles, we 
conceive a greater idea of him from thence, than 
from all the praiſes any other writer can pive 

him. 4 
I read your paraphraſe with great pleaſure, 
and the goodneſs of the poetry convinces me of 
the truth of your philoſophy. I agree, that a 
great part of our wants is imaginary; yet there 
is a different proportion, even in real want, be- 
tween one man and another. A King, deprived 
of his kingdom, would be allowed to live in real 
want, although he had ten thouſand a-year 
and the caſe is parallel in every degree of life, 
When I reaſon thus on che caſe of ſome abſent 
friends, 
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friends, it frequently takes away all the quiet of 
my mind. I think it indecent to be merry, or 
take ſatisfaction in any thing, while thoſe who 
preſided in councils. or. armies, and by whom 
L had- the honour to be beloved, are either in 
humble ſolitude, or attending, like Hannibal, 
in foreign courts, donec Bithyno libeat vigilare 
tyranno. My health (a thing of no moment) is 
ſomewhat mended ; but, at beſt, I have an ill 
head, and an aching heart. Pray God fend you 
ſoon back to your country in peace and honour, 
that I may once more ſee him, cum quo moranten 
ſaße diem fregi, &c. 


L. E T T ER A 


MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 


Dax SIR, Weſtminſter, May 5, [1719.] 
INCE I love you with all the ties of incli- 
nation and friendſhip, and with you all. the 
happineſs of life, health eſpecially, the chiefeſt, 
you will pardon me being a little peevith, when 
received your's of the 28th paſt, which told me 
I muſt not expect to ſee you here, and that you 
were not perfectly well at Dublin. I hope there 
is a little ſpleen mixed with your diſtemper; in 
which caſe your horſe may be, your phyſician, 
and your phyſician may have the happineſs of 
being your companion z an honour, which many 

| here 


— 
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Here would envy him. As to the /ang froid of 
fifty, who has it not, that is worth converſ- 
ing with, except Harley and Bathurſt ;-at leaſt, 
make no more that ſort of complaint to me. 
Mbeæc commemorati eft quaſi exprobatio ; for fifty 
(as Mr Locke obſerves) is equal to fifty; and 
a cough is worſe than the ſpleen. My bookſel- 
ler is a blockhead ; ſo have they all been, or 
worſe, from Chaucer's ſcrivener down to John 
and Jacob, Mr Hyde only excepted, to whom 
my books in quires are conſigned, and the great- 
eſt care taken, that they are rightly put up. 
_ Several of the ſubſcribers to you, requiring their 
books here, have had them. T need not repeat 
my thanks to you, for the trouble this matter 
has given you; or intreat your favour for Alma 
and Solomon. I ſhall perform your commands 
to the Earl of Oxford, /emper idem; and drink 
your health with our friends; which is all I can 
do for vou at this diſtance, till your particular 
order enjoins me any thing, by which I may 
ſhew you, that I am, and deſire always to con- 
tinue, with tae - greateſt truth and regard, Sir, 
your molt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


M. PRIOR. 


2 * : 
2 3 
* * 2 . 7 
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L E TT E MN ccLXXXVI 
MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 


S I R, Weſtminfler, Dec. 8, 1719. 
AVING ſpent part of my Summer very 
agreeably in Cambridge-thire, with dear 

Lord Harley, I am returned without him to my 
own palace in Duke-ſtreet, whence I endeavour 


to exclude all the tumult and noiſe of the neigh- 


bouring Court of Requeſts, and to live, aut hihi! 
ngendo, aut aliud agendo, till he comes to town. 
But there is worſe than this yet. I have treated 
Lady Harriot * at Cambridge. Good God ! a 
Fellow of a College treat !—and ſpoke verſes to 
her +.in a gown and cap! What ! the plenipo- 


tentiary ſo far concerned in the damn'd peace at 


Utrecht ! the man, that makes up half the vo- 
lume of terſe proſe, that makes up the report of 
the committee, ſpeaking verſes 1 Sie ef, Bm 
ſum; and am not aſhamed to ſend thoſe very 
verſes to one who can make much better. And 
now let me aſk you, How you do? and what 


you do ? How your Iriſh country air agrees with 
Vol. XV. X you, 


* Lady Harriot Harley, only daughter of Edward Lord Har- 
ley, and now Ducheſs Dowager of Portland. 

+ They Are printed in what is called by the editor Samuel 
Humphreys, Eſq; the third volume of Prior's Works; and are 
intitled, Verſes ſpoken to Lady Henrictta Cavendiſh Holles Har- 


ley, in the Library of St John's College, Cambridge, Nov. 9, 
1719. f 


* 
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you, and when you intend to take any Engliſh 
country air? In the Spring, I will meet you where 
you will, and go with you where you will ; but 
I believe the beſt rendezvous will be Duke-ſtreet, 
and the faireſt field for action Wimple *; the 
Lords of both thoſe ſeats agreeing, that no man 
will be more welcome to either than yourſelf, _ 
It is many months ſince the complaints of my 
ſubſcribers are redreſſed, and that they have 
ceaſed to call the bookſeller a blockhead, by tranſ- 
ferring that title to the author. We have not 
heard from Mr Hyde; but expect, that at his 
leiſure, he will ſignify to Tonſon, what may re- 
late to that whole matter, as to the ſecond ſub- 
ſcriptions. In the mean time, I hope the books 
have been delivered without any miſtake; and 
ſhall only repeat to you, that I am ſenſible of the 
trouble my poetry has given you, and return 
you my thanks in plain proſe. Earl of Oxford, 
pro more ſuo, went latino the country, and 
continues there ſtill, Our friends are all well; 
and ſo am I, nj cum pituita moleſia eff ; which is 
at this preſent writing, and will continue ſo all 
the Winter. So, with weak lungs, and a very 


good heart, I remain always, Sir, your moſt obe- 
dient humble ſervant, _ M. PRIOR. 


P. S8. Service to Matthew Pennyfcather , 
and all friends. Adieu. 


LET- 


* 'The ſcat of Lord Harley. 
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L E T T ER R Un 
'DR SWIFT To DR SHERIDAN. 


81 BR, Dec. 14, 1719, Nine at Night. 
Tis impoſſible to know by your letter, whether 
the wine is to be bottled to-morrow, or no. 

If it be, or be not, why did not you in plain 
Engliſh tell us ſo ? | 

For my part, it was by mere chance I came to 
ſit with the Ladies.+ this night. 

And if they had not told me there was a letter 
from you, and your man Alexander had not 
gone, and come back from the deanry, and the 
boy here had not been ſent to let Alexander know - 
I was here, I ſhould have miſſed the letter out- 
right. 

Truely I don't 8 who's bound to be ſending 
for corks to ſtop your bottles, with a vengeance. 

Make a page of your own age, and ſend your 
man Alexander to buy corks, for Saunders al- 
ready has gone above ten jaunts. 

Mrs Dingley and Mrs Johnſon ſay, truly they 
don't care for your wife's company, though they 

X 2 like 


+ Mrs Dingley and Mrs Johnſon, who lived at a little diſ- 
ſtance from the deanry. 

swift was reſident at the deanry when this letter was written, 
of which every paragraph ends with a rhyme. And, 

Sheridan was at his country-houſe, called Quilca, in the 
county of Cavan, about forty miles from Dublin. Hawke/; 


Pp 
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like your wine; but they had rather have it at 
their own houle, to drink in quiet. 

However, they own it is very civil in Mr She- 
ridan to make the offer; and they cannot deny 
It. 

I wiſh Alexander ſafe at St Catharine's to- 
night, with all my heart and foul, upon oe 
word and honour. 

But I think it baſe in you, to ſend a poor fellow 
out ſo late, at this time of the year, when one 
would not turn out a dog that one valued ; I ap- 
peal to your friend Mr Conna. 

I would preſent my humble ſervice to my Lady 
Mountcaſhel; but truly I thought ſhe would 
have made advances to have been acquainted 
with me, as ſhe pretended. ' 

But now I can write no more, for you ſee 
plainly my paper is ende. 


P. 8. I with when you prated, 
Jour letter you dated, 
Much plague it created, 
I ſcolded and rated, 
My ſoul it much grated, 
For your man I long waited, 
I think you are fate, 
Like a bear to be baited ; 
Your man 1s bleated, 
The cafe I have ſtated, 
And me you have cheated. 


My ſtables unſleated, 
Come 


2. P. 8. Mrs Dingley, 


2 
3 
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And cannot ſend one verſe. 


And I mult be nimble, 


LY 


245 


Come back t' us well freighted 
I remember my late head, 


And with you tranſlated, 
For teazing me. 


Deſires me ſingly 

Her ſervice to preſent you, 
Hopes that will content you; 
But Johnſon Madam 

Is grown a fad dame 

For want of your converſe, 


— 


You keep ſuch a twattling (Vida, 
With you and your bottling, (Rule 34. 
But I fee the ſume total, 

We ſhall ne'er have one bottle; 
The long and the ſhort, 

We hall not have a quart. 

I with you would hga't, 

'That we may have a pint. 

For all your colloguing, 

I'd be glad of a knogging : 

But I doubt *tis a ſham, 

You won't give us a dram. 

Tis of thine, a mouth moonful, 
You won't part with a ſpoonful. 


If I can fill my thimbie. 
You fee I won't ſtop, 
Till I come to a drop; 
X 3 But 


*% 
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But I donbt the oraculum 
ls a poor ſupernaculum ; 


Though perhaps you may tell it 
For a grace if you ſmell it. 


STELLA. 


nnn OCLEEXVIIE 


To LORD BOoLINGBROKE. 


Mr Logp, Dec. 19, 1719. 
FIRST congratulate with you upon growing 
rich; for I hope our friends information is. 


true. One folum diti patria. Euripides makes 


the Queen Jocaſta, aſk her exiled ſon, how he got 
his victuals? But, who ever expected to ſee you a 


trader, or dealer in ſtocks ? I thought to have 


{een you where you arc, or perhaps nearer : But, 


Dis aliter viſum. It may be with one's country as, 


with a Lady: If ſhe be cruel and ill-natured, and 
will not receive us, we ought to conſider that we 
are better without her. But, in this caſe, we 
may add, ſhe has neither virtue, honour, nor 


juſtice. I have gotten a mezzotinto (for want 


of a better) of Ariſtippus, in my drawing-room. 
The motto at the top is, Omnis Ari/lippum, &c. 
and at the bottom, Tant fedus cum gente ferire, 
commiſſum juveni, But ſince what I heard of 
Miſtippi, I am grown fonder of the former 

motto. 
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motto. You have heard that Plato followed mer- 
chandiſe three years, to ſhew he knew how to 
grow rich, as well as to be a philoſopher: And, 1 
gueſs, Plato was then about forty, the period 
which the Italians prefcribe for being wiſe, in or- 
der to be rich at fifty. Senes ut in otia tua recedant. 
I have known ſomething of courts and miniſters 
longer than you, who knew them ſo many thou- 
ſand times better; but I do not remember to have 
_ ever heard of, or ſeen one great genius, who had 
long ſucceſs in the miniſtry : And, recollecting a 
great many, in my memory and acquaintance, 
thoſe who had the ſmootheft time, were, at beſt, 
men of middling degree in underſtanding. But 
if I were to frame a romance of a great miniſter's 
life, he ſhould begin it as Ariſtippus has done; 
thea be ſent into exile, and employ his leifare in 
writing the memoirs of his own adminiſtration ; ' 
then be recalled, invited to reſume his ſhare of 
power, act as far as was decent; at laſt, retire to 
the country, and be a pattern of hoſpitality, po- 
liteneſs, wiſdom, and virtue. Have you not ob- 
ſerved, that there is a lower kind of diſcretion 
and regularity, which ſeldom fails, of raiſing men 
to the higheſt ſtations in the Court, the Church, 
and the Law? It muſt be ſo: For Providence, 
which defigned the world ſhould be governed by 
many heads, made it a buſineſs within the reach 
of common underſtandings; while one great ge- 
nius is hardly found among ten millions. Did 
you never obſcrve one of your clerks cutting his 


paper 
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paper with a blunt ivory knife? Did you ever 
know the knife to fail going the true way ? 
Whereas, if he had ufed a razor, or a pen-knife, 
he had odds againſt him of ſpoiling a whole 
ſheet. I have twenty times compared the motion 
of that ivory implement, to thoſe talents that 
thrive beſt at Court. Think upon Lord Bacon, 
Williams, Strafford, Laud, Clarendon, Shafteſ- 
bury, the laſt Duke of Buckingham “; and, of 
my own acquaintance, the Ear! of Oxford, and 
yourſelf: All great geniuſes-in their ſeveral ways 
and, if they had not been ſo great, would have 
been leſs unfortunate. I remember but one ex- 
ception, and that was Lord Sommers, whoſe 
timorous nature, joined with the trade of a com- 
mon lawyer, and the conſciouſneſs of a mean 
extraction, had taught him the regularity of an 
alderman, or a gentleman-uſher. But, of late 
years, I have even refined upon this thought: 
For I plainly ſee, that fellows of low intellectuals, 
when they are gotten at the head of affairs, can 
ſally into the higheſt exorbitances, with much 
more ſafety, than a man of great talents can- 
make the leaſt ſtep out of the way. Perhaps it is 
for the ſame reaſon, that men are more afraid 
of attacking a vicious than a mettleſome horſe : 
But I rather think it owing to that inceflant en- 
vy, wherewith the common rate of mankind pur- 
ſues all ſuperior natures to their own. And 1 


conceive, if it were left to the choice of an als, 
| he . 


® Villers Duke of Buckingham. 
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he would rather be kicked by one of his own 
ſpecies than a better. If you will recollect, that 
Fam toward fix years older than when I ſaw you 
laſt, and twenty years duller, you will not won- 
der to find me abound in empty ſpeculations”: 
I can now expreſs, in an hundred words, what 
would formerly have coſt me ten. I can write 
epigrams of fifty diſtichs, which might be ſqueez- 
ed into one. I have gone the round of all my 
ſtories three or four times with the younger peo- 
ple, and begin them again. -I give hints how 
ſignificant a perſon I have been, and nobody be- 
lieves me: I pretend to pity them, but am in- 
wardly angry, I lay traps for people to defire I 
would thew them ſome things I have written, but 
cannot ſucceed 3 and wreak my ſpite, in con- 
demning the taſte of the people and company 
where I am. But it is with place, as it is with 
time. If I boaſt of having been valued three 
hundred miles off, it is of no more uſe, than if 
I told how handſome I was when I was young. 
The worſt of it is, that lying is of no uſe; for 
the people here will not believe one-half of what 
is true. If I can prevail on any one to perſonate 
a hearer and admirer, you would wonder what 
a favourite he grows. He is ſure to have the 
firſt glaſs out of the bottle, and the beſt bit I can 
carve. Nothing has convinced me fo much, 
that I am of a little ſubaltern ſpirit, inopis atque 
pufilli animi, as to reflect how I am forced into- 
the moſt trifling amuſements, to divert the vexa- 

tion 
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tion of . thoughts, and preſent objects. 
Why cannot you lend me a ſhred of your mantle ? 
or why did you not leave a ſhred of it with me 
when you were ſnatched from me? Lou ſee 
I ſpeak in my trade, although it is growing faſt a 
trade to be aſhamed of. 

I cannot but wiſh that you would make it 
poſſible for me to fee a copy of the papers you 
are about; and I do proteſt it neceflary, that 
ſuch a thing ſhould be in ſome perſons hands 
beſides your own, and I ſcorn to ſay how ſafe 
they would be in mine. Neither would you | 
diſlike my cenſures, as far as they might relate 
to circumſtantials. I tax you with two minutes 
a day until you have read this letter, although I 
am ſenſible you have not half ſo much from 
buſineſs more uſeful and entertaining. 

My letter which miſcarried *, was, I believe, 
much as edifying as this, only thanking and 
congratulating with you for the delightful verſes 
you ſent me. And I ought to have expreſſed 
my vexation, at ſeeing you ſo much better a 
philoſopher than myſelf ; a trade you were nei- 
ther born nor bred to: But I think it is obſerved, 
that gentlemen often dance better than thoſe 
who live by the art. You may thank fortune 
that my paper is no longer, &c. 


LET- 


He means letter 237, which he hath endorſed as having 
miſcarried. 
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L E T T E R CCLXXMIS.. 
THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. 


S I R, April 18, 1720. 
OU'D have great reaſon to be angry with 
me, if my long filence had been occaſioned 
by any thing but my care of you; for having no 
ſafe hand to ſend by till now, I would not write, 
for fear it might be conſtrued a fort of treaſon 
(miſpriſon at leaſt) for you to receive a letter 
from one half of a proſcribed man. I enquire 
of every body I ſee, that I imagine has either 
ſeen you or heard from you, how you have your 
health; for, wealth and happineſs J don't ſuppoſe . 
you abound in; for it is hard to meet with 
either in the country you are in, and be honeſt 
as you are. I thank God our parliament has 
taken them to taſk, and, finding how ill a uſe 
they made of their judicature when they had it, 
have thought it not fit to truſt them with it any 
longer *. I hope the next thing will be to tax 

Ireland 


* The Houſe of Peers in Ireland having tranſmitted to King 
George I. a long repreſentation, ſetting forth their right to the 
final judicature of cauſes in that kingdom, the Houſe of Lords 
in England refolved, on the 8th of January 1719-20, on the 
contrary, that the Barons of the Exchequer in Ireland had act- 
cd, in the affair of Annefley and Sherlock, with courage, accord». 
ding to law, in ſupport of his Majeſty's prerogative, and with 
fidelity to the crown of Great Britain; and a bill was ſoon after 
brought in, for the better ſecuring the dependency of the king- 
dom of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain. 


— 


m_ 
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Ireland from hence, and then no more oppor- 
tunities for bills of attainder, which is very hap- 
py 3 for elſe young Hopeful + might have been 
in danger. They were ſo good and obedient to 
the powers above, that whether there were rea- 
ſon or not, or, as Prince Butler ſaid, crime or no 
crime, the man was condemned, and a price ſet 
upon his head. 

I want much to hear what you think of Great 
Britain; for all your relations here want much 
to ſee you, where are ſtrange changes every day, 
You may remember, and ſo do l, when the 
South-ſea was ſaid to be my Lord Oxford's brat, 
and muſt be ſtarved at nurſe. Now the King 
has adopted it, and calls it his beloved child; 
though, perhaps, you may ſay, if he loves it 
no better than his fon, it may not be ſaying 
much : But he loves. it as well as he does the 
Ducheſs of K , and that is ſaying a good 
deal. I wiſh it may thrive, for many of my 
friends are deep in it; I wiſh you were ſo too. 
I believe, by this time, you are very ſorry I have 
met with an opportunity of troubling you with 
this ſ:rawl 3 but the ſtrong muſt bear with the 
infirmities of the weak; and, therefore, brother, 


The Ducheſs ſcems to mean the Prince of Wales, afterwards 
King Geor;e the Il. then upon ill terms with his ſather and his 
father's miniſters, | 

+ Rendal, Erengard Meleſina Schuylenberg, Baroneſs of 


Schuylenberg in Germatiy, She was created Ducheis of Kendal 
by King George I. on the 3oth of April 1719. 


7 bad tr ooo “ 


— * 


; thought turned with all ſhe has met with. 
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I hope you will pardon the G eee of 
your poor ſiſter, whoſe brain may be re nably 
But 
nothing will hinder her from being, as long as 
ſhe lives, moſt ſincerely, On very humble ſer- 
vant, and faithful friend, M. ORMOND. 


N a 2 Oe CCAC. 
MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 


8 I R, Weſtminſter, May 4, 1720. 
ROM my good friend the Dean I have two 
letters before me, of what date I will not 
ſay ; and I hope you have forgot, that they call 
out for vengeance; or, as other readings have it, 
for an anſwer. You told me in one of them, 
you had been purſued with a giddy head; and 
I preſume you judged, by my filence, that I 
laboured under the ſame diſtemper. I don't 
know why you have not buried me, as you did 
Partridge; and given the Wits of the age, the 
Steeles and Addiſons, a new occaſion of living 
ſeven years upon one of your thoughts. When 
you have finiſhed the copy of verſes which you 
began in England, our writers may have another 
hint, upon which they may dwell ſeven years 
longer. 
Are you Frenchman” enough to know how a 
Gaſcon ſuſtains his family for a week ? 
SL AV; * Dimanche, 
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Dimanche, une Eſclanche; 
- Lundi, froide et Salade; 


Mardi, Jaime la Grillade ; 


Mecredi, Hachee ; | 

Jeudi, bon pour la Capillotade ; 

Vendredi, Point de Gras; 

Samedi, Qu'on me caſſe les os, et les chiens, 
ſe creveront des reſtes de mon Mouton. 


We can provide ſuch ſort of cookery, if you 
will but ſend us the ſclanche; but rather bring 
it with you, for it will eat much better, when 
you are in the company. I 

Lord Oxford has been a ee in Here- 


- Fordthire, as far from us, literally, though not 


geographically, as if he had been with you. in 
Ireland. He has writ no more to us, than if 
we were ſtill miniſters of ſtate. But, in the 
balance of account, per contra, I have Lord 


| Harley at London; and have either lived with 


him at Wimple, or upon him here, ever fince 
his father left us. I know no reaſon, why you 
ſhould not expect his picture, but that he pro- 
miſed it to you ſo often. I wrote to him fix 
months ſince, and, inſtead of acknowledging 


my letter, he took a more compendious way of 


dending a gentleman to Lady Harriot, in Dover- 
ſtreet ; and bid him call at Weſtminſter, to know 
if I had any thing to ſay to his Lord. He was 
here to-day, when he was ſure the ſcaffold was 


ready, and the axe whetted ; and is in Here- 
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fordſhire, when the conſent of all mankind ei- 
ther juſtifies his miniſtry, or follows the plan 
of it. The South-ſea Company have raiſed their 
ſtock to three hundred and fifty, and he has not 
ſixpence in it. Thou art a ſtranger in Iſrael, 


my good friend; and feemeſt to know no more 


of this Lord, than thou didſt of the Conde de 
P , when firſt I conſtrued him to thee at 
the coffee-houſe. 

I labour under the diſtemper you complain of, 
deafneſs, eſpecially upon the leaft cold. I did 
not take care of my ears, till I knew if my head 
was my own or not; but am now ſyringing, and 
I hope to profit by it. My couſin is here, and 
well, and I ſee him ſometimes ; but I find he 
has had a caution, which depended upon his 
expecting more from Court, and is juſtifiable in 
a man, who, like him, has a great family. I 
have given your compliments to my two favou- | 
rites, We never forget your health. | | 

I have ſeen Mr Butler, and ſerved him to the 
utmoſt of my power, with my amici potentiores. 
Though he had a good cauſe, and a ſtrong re- 
commendation, he truſted wholly to neither of 
them, but added the greateſt diligence in his 
ſolicitations. 

Auditor Harley thanks you, for emembering 
him and his finging man *. As to the affair of 
ſubſcriptions, do all at your leifure, and in the 
manner you judge moſt proper; and ſo I bid 


K-42 | | you 


Probably a perſon recommended to the Dean's cathedral. 
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you heartily farewell, aſſuring you, that I am 


5 moſt truly your's, Ml. Po 


Friend Ford 8 you. Adieu. 


Richardſon, whom I take to be a better painter 


than any named in your letter, has made an 


excellent picture of me; from whence Lord Har- 
ley (whoſe it is) has a ſtamp taken by virtue. He 
has given me ſome of them, for you to give ta 
our friends at or about. Dublin. I will ſend 
them by Tonſon's canal to Hyde at Dublin, in 
ſuch a manner, as that, I hope, they may come 
ſafe to, you. 


R QLCACT 


SIR THOMAS HANMER TO DR SWIFT. 


11, Udenhall, near N. 3 in 
Suffolk, Of. 22, 1720. 


RECEIVED the favour of a letter from you 
about ten days fince, at which time the 
Duke of Grafton * was at London ; but as he 
was ſoon expected in the country, and is now ac- 
tually returned, I thought it beſt, rather than 
write, to wait for an opportunity of ſpeaking to 
him; and yeſterday I went over to his houſe, on 
purpoſe 


+ Charles, whoſe mother Iſobella, daughter of Henry Bennet, 
Karl of Arlington, was married to her ſecond huſvand Sir Tho- 


mas Hanmer. 
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purpoſe to obey your commands. I found he 
was not a ſtranger to the ſubject of my errand; 
for he had all the particulars of the ſtory very 
perfect, and told me, my Lord Arran had ſpoke 
to him concerning it f. I added my ſolicitations, 
backed with the reaſons with which you had 
furniſhed me; and he was ſo kind to promiſe, he 
would by this poſt write to the Chief Juſtice ; 
how explicitely, or how preciſely, I cannot fay, 
becauſe men in high poſts are afraid of being po- 
ſitive in their anſwers; but 1 hope it will be in 
ſuch a manner as will be effectual. 

If the thing is done, it will be beſt that the 
means ſhould be a fecret by which it is brought 
about; and for this reaſon, you will excuſe me, 
if I avoid putting my name to the outſide of my 
letter, leſt it ſhould excite the curioſity of the 
Poſt-Office. If this affair ends to your fatisfac- 
tion, I am glad. it has proved to me a cauſe of 
hearing from you, and an occaſion of affuring 
you, that I am, Sir, your very humble ſervant, - 


THO. HANMER. 
ä . 


The proſecution of Waters. See letter 293. from Sir Con- 
{tantine Phipps, h 
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0 FROM DR SWIFT TO MR POPE. F 


Dublin, Fan. 1c, 1721. 

THOUSAND things have vexed not 
late years, upon which I am determined 
to lay open my mind to you. I rather chuſe to 
appeal to you, than to my Lord Chief Juſtice 
Whitſhed, under the ſituation I am in. For J 
take 


* 'This letter Mr Pope never received, nor did he believe it 
was ever lent. Pope and Ward. 

+ This letter deſerves the greater attention, as it ſeems to 
furniſn more materials of Dr Swift's life and principles, than 
any other of his epiſtolaty writings. The letter breathes an air 
of ſincerity and freedom, and is addreſſed to a particular friend, 
at a time when the views of amhiticn were at an end. It may 
therefore be conſidered as a confeſſion of one departing from this 
World, who only is deſirous to vindicate his own character, and 
is anxious that his aſhes may reſt in peace. 

It was written immediately after the arbitrary conduct of a 


Judge in Ireland, who endeavoured to deſtroy the freedom of 


juries, and conſequently the very eſſence of that liberty and 
ſafety which we have. a right to poſſeſs by the eonſtitution of 
our ſtate, Swift very generouſly declares himſelf averſe to all 
rigorous proceedings againſt perſons ſuſpected of problematical 


guilt. By ſuch ſtrict inquiries,” ſays he, © a gate is left open 


to the whole tribe of informers ; the moſt accurſed, proſtitute 


and abandoned race, that God ever permitted to plague man- 


& Kind,” Upon this ſubject I cannot avoid recollecting ſome 
particulars from a book, which has latély given me great delight 


and inſtruction, and which I recommend very warmly to yaur 


peralal. 1 mcan Zeſprit des laix. The author, M. de Monteſ- 
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take this cauſe properly to lie befors-you. Lou 


are a much fitter judge of what concerns the cre- 
dit of a writer, the injuries that are done him, 
and the reparations he ought to receive. Beſides, 
I doubt whether the arguments I could ſuggeſt 
to prove my own innocence, would be of much 
weight from the gentlemen of the long robe to 

thoſe 


quieu, obſerves, © 'That informers have been chiefly encouraged 
« under the moſt tyrannical governments. In the reign of 
e Tiberius, triumphal ornaments were conferred upon them, and 
te ſtatues erected to their honour. In the reign of Nero, upon 
the diſcovery and puniſhment of a pretended conſplracy, tri- 
e umphal dignities were allotted to Turpilianus, Cocceius Ner- 
« va, and Tigillinus”—1n another part of his book, the Baron 
de Monteſquieu takes notice, That in Turkey, where little 
regard is thewn to the honour, lives, or eſtates of the ſubject, 
© all cauſes are determined by the preſiding Baſhaw : Aud in 
Rome, the Judges had no more to do, than to declare, that 
e the perſon accuſed, was guilty of a particular crime, and then 
& the puniſhment was found in the laws. From theſe, and 
other examples of arbitrary government, this elegant author 
takes a particular pleaſure, in diſtinguiſhing and admiring the 
civil conſtitution of England: Where, he ſays, “the jury deter- 
* mine, whether the fact brought under their cogniſance, be 
© proved or not; if it be proved, the Judge pronounces the pu- 
« niſhment inflicted by the law, ſor ſuch a particular fact: And 
for this, adds the Baron, „he needs only open his eyes.” 
But if M. de Monteſquieu had read Swift's letter, or indeed had 
recollected many notorious facts of our hiſtory, he muſt have 
obſerved, that the Judges have been often deaf to the repeated 
voice of the jury, and have not only ſhut their eyes againſt our 
excellent laws, but have aſſumed “ that terrible and menacing. 

air which Commodus ordered to be given to his ſtatutes.” 
The method of trials by juries, is generally looked upon as 
one of the moſt excellent branches of our conſtitution. In theory, 
it 
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thoſe in furs, upon whoſe deciſion, about the 
difference of ſtyle or ſentiments, I ſhould be very 
unwilling to leave the merits of my cauſe. 

Give me leave then to put you in mind, (al- 
though you cannot eafily forget it), that, about 


'ten weeks before the Queen's death, I left the 


_ upon occaſion of that incurable breach 
among 


it certainly appears in that light. According to the original eſta- 
bliſhment, the jurors are to be men of competent fortunes in the 
neighbourhood ; and are to be ſo avowedly indifferent between 
the parties concerned, that no reaſonable exception can be made 
to them on either ſide. In Treaſon, the perſon accufed, has a 
right to challenge five and thirty; and in Felony, twenty; with- 


out ſhewing cauſe of challenge. Nothing can be more equitable, 


No priſoner can deſire a fairer field. But the misfortune is, that 
our juries are often compoſed of men of mean eſtates, and low 
underſtandings. Many difficult points of law are brought hefore 


them, and ſubmitted to their verdict, when perhaps they are 


not capable of determining, properly and judiciouſly, ſuch nice 
matters of juſtice, although the Judges of the court explain the 


nature of the cafe, and the law which arifes upon it. But if 


they are not deſective in knowledge, they are ſometimes, 1 fear, 
from their ſtation and indigence, liable to corruption. This in- 
deed is an objection more to the privilege lodged with juries, 
than to the inſtitution itſelf. The point moſt liable to objec- 
tion, is the power which any one or more of the twelve have to 
ſtarve the reſt into a compliance with their opinion; ſo that the 
verdidt may poſſibly be given by ſtrength of conſtitution, not by 
conviction of conſcience; and wretches hang, that jurymen 
„ may dine.” 

In this letter is moſt evidently diſplayed, Swift's immutable at- 
tachment to Ireland. Such a kind of patriotiſm muſt have pro- 
ceeded from a true love of liberty; for he hated individuals, and 


deſpiſed moſt of the men of property and power in that king- 


dom ; He owed them no obligations; and while by his writings 
he 


EW. 


v» GO 
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among the great men at Court; and went down 
to Berkſhire, where you may remember that you 
gave me the favour of a viſit. While I was in 
that retirement, I writ a diſcourſe - which I 
thought might be uſcful in ſuch a juncture of af- 
fairs, and ſent it up to London; but, upon ſome 
difference in opinion between me and a certain 
great miniſter now abroad, the publiſhing of it 
was deferred ſo long, that the Queen died; and 
I recalled my copy, which hath been ever ſince 
in ſafe hands. In a few weeks after the loſs of 
that excellent Princeſs, I came to my ſtation here; 

where 


he laboured to make their poſterity "WER he forced from them- 
ſelves, an involuntary, but.univerfal applauſe, His conduct was 
ſo uniform and conſtant in the cauſe of lreland, that he not on- 
ly gained the praiſe, but the confidence of that whole nation; 
who are a people ſeldom, if ever, inclined to-ſtudy and purſue 
their own intereſt, and who are always exceedingly apt to ſuſ- 
pect any advice that is contrary, or in defiance to a mignillerial 
dicection. 

Swift's principles of government ſeem to have been founded 
upon that excellent maxim, Salus pꝛpuli ſuprema eft lex. He be- 
gins by clearing himſelf. of Jacobitiſm. He ſpeaks of the Revo- 
lution, as a neceſſary, but dangerous expedient, which has ſince 
been attended with unavoidable bad conſequences.” He declares 


his mortal antipathy to ſtanding armies in time of peace. He 


adores the wiſdom of that in{titution, which rendered our Par- 
liaments annual. Ile prefers the landed, to the moneyed inte- 
reſt, and expreſſes a noble abhorrence to the ſuſpenſion, of thoſe 
laus upon which the liberty of the ſubject depends. When theſe 
articles of his political tenets are examined, they will leave no 
room fer any one particular party, to aſſume the honour of ha- 
ving had him in their alliance. He was neither Whig nor. Tory, 
neither Jacobite nor Republican, He was—Dr Swift, | 


His 
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where I have continued ever ſince, | in the greateſt 
privacy, and utter ignorance of thoſe events 
which are moſt commonly talked of in the world. 
1 neither know the names nor number of the 
Royal Family which now reigns, further than the 
Prayer-book informs me. 1 cannot tell who is 
Chancellor, who are Secretaries, nor with what 
nations we are in peace or war. And this man- 
ner of life was not taken up out of any fort of 
affectation, but merely to avoid giving offence, 
and for fear of provoking party-zeal. 

1 had indeed written ſome memorials of the 
four laſt years of the Queen's reign, with ſome 
other informations, which I received, as neceſ- 
ſary materials to qualify me for doing ſomething 
in an employment then deſigned me *.; but, as 
it was at the diſpoſal of a perſon who had not the 
ſmalleſt ſhare of ſteadineſs or fincerity, I diſdained 

to accept it. 
5 | Theſe 


His judgment, in relation to the viſible decay of literature 
and good ſenſe, is perfectly juſt, He attributes this national ca- 
lamity to the prevailing luxury of the times; which he inſtances 
in the encouragement of factions, and of ſeveral public diver- 
ſions, all tending to the increaſe of folly, ignorance, and vice. 
His ſentiments are delivercd more with the air of a- philoſopher, 
than a divine: And the concluſion of the letter is ſo proper, 
and ſo excellent a defence of his own manner. of acting and 
thinking, that in regard to his memory, I muſt be at the trou- 
ble-of tranſcribing it. [Here the laſt paragraph of the letter is 

- inſerted.] | 

In ſhort, this letter is one of the moſt ſerious, and beſt per- 

formances, that he has given us in the epiſtolary way, Orrery. 
* Hiltoriographer, 
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| Theſe papers, at my few hours -of health and 
leiſure, I have been digeſting into order, by one 


ſheet at a time“: For I dare not venture any fur- 


ther, leit the humour of ſearching and ſeizing 
papers ſhould revive ; not that I am in pain of 
any danger to myſelf, (for they contain nothing 
of preſent times or perſons, upon which I ſhall 
never loſe a thought while there is cat or a ſpa- 


nich i in the houſe), but to preſerve them from be- 


ing loſt among meſſengers and clerks. | 
I have written, in this kingdom, a diſcourſe to 
perſuade the wretched people, to wear their own 
manufactures inſtead of thoſe from England +. 
This treatiſe ſoon ſpread very faſt, being agree- 
able to the ſentiments of the whole nation, except 
of thoſe gentlemen who had employments, or 
Were 


* Theſe papers, ſome ycars after, were brought finiſhed by the 
Dean into England, with an intention to publiſh them. But a 
friend, on whoſe judgment he relied, (the ſame, I ſuppoſe, 
whom he mentions above, as being abroad at the time of writ- 
ing this letter), diſſuaded him from that deſign. He told the 
Dean, there were ſeveral ſacts he knew to be falſe; and that the 
whole was ſo much in the ſpirit of party-writing, that thongh it 


might have made a ſeaſonable pamphlet in the time of their 
adminiſtration, it was a diſhonour to juſt hiſtory. The Dean 


would do nothing againſt his friend's judgment; yet it extreme- 
ly chagrined him: And he told a common friend, that ſince 
* * * did not approve his hiſtory, he would caſt it into the fire, 
though it was the beſt work he had ever written. However, it 
did not undergo this fate, and it is faid to be yet in being. 
Warb.' 

+ A propofal for the 8 uſe of Iriſh manufactures. Vol. 
III. p. 327. Pope. | 
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were expectants. Upon which a perſon in great 
office here, immediately took the alarm. He 
ſent in haſte for the Chief Juſtice, and informed 
him of a ſeditious, factious, and virulent pam- 
phlet, lately publiſhed, with a deſign of ſerting 
the two kingdoms at variance; directing at the 
ſame time, that the printer ſhould be proſecuted 
with the utmoſt rigour of law. The Chief Juſtice 
had ſo quick an underſtanding, that he reſolved, 
if poſſible, to outdo his orders. The Grand Juries 
of the county and city were practiſed effectually 
with, to repreſent the ſaid pamphlet with all ag- 
gravating epithets; for which they had thanks 
ſent them from England, and their preſentments 
publiſhed for ſeveral weeks in all the news-pa- 
pers. The printer was ſeized, and forced to give 
great bail. After his trial, the jury brought him 

in Not guilty, although they had been culled with 
the utmoſt induſtry : The Chief Juſtice ſent them 
back nine times, and kept them eleven hours, 
until, being perfectly tired out, they were forced 
to lcave the matter to the mercy of the Judge, by 
what they call a ſpecial verdict. During the trial, 
the Chief Juſtice, among other ſingularities, laid 
his hand on his breaſt, and proteſted ſolemnly, 
that the author's deſign was to bring in the Pre- 
tender; altho* there was not a fingle ſyllable of 
party in the whole treatiſe, and although it was 
known, that the moſt eminent of thoſe who pro- 
feſſed his on principles, publicly diſallowed his 
proceedings. But the cauſe being ſo very odious 

I and 
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and impopular, the trial of the verdict was de- 
ferred from one term to another, until, upon the 
Duke of G—ft—n, the Lord Lieutenant's arri- 
val, his Grace, after mature advice, and per- 


miſſion from England, was pleaſed to grant a 
Noli Proſegui. 

This is the more remarkable, becauſe it is ſaid 
that the man is no ill decider in common caſes 
of property, waere party is out of the queſtion: 
But when that intervenes, with ambition at heels 
to puſh it forward, it muſt needs confound any 
man of little ſpirit, and low birth, who hath no 
other endowment than that ſort of knowledge, 
which, however poſſeſſed in the higheſt degree, 
can poſſibly give no one good quality to the 
mind “. 

It is true, I have 2 much concerned for 
ſeveral years paſt, upon account of the public, as 
well as for myſelf, to ſee how ill a taſte for wit 
and ſenſe prevails in the world, which politics, 

VoL. XV. 2 and 


This is a very ſtrange aſſertion. To ſuppoſe that a conſum- 
mate knowledge of the laws, by which civilized ſocieties are go- 
verned, can give no one good quality to the mind, is making 
ethics, (of which public laws are ſo conſiderable a part) a very 
unprofitable ſtudy. "The beſt diviſion of the ſciences, is that old- 
one of Plato, into ethics, phyſics, and logie. The ſeverer philo- 
ſophers condemn a total application to the two latter, becauſe 
they have no tendency to mend the heart; and recommend the 
firſt as our principal ſtudy, for its efficacy in this important ſer- 
vice. And, ſure, if any human ſpeculations can mend the 
licart, they mult be thoſe which have man for their object, as a 
rcafonable, a ſocial, and a civil being. And theſe are all included 


under 
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and South-5ea, and party, and operas, and maſ- 
querades, have introduced. For beſides many 
inſipid papers which the malice of ſome hath 
entitled me to, there are many perſons appearing 
to wiſh me well, and pretending to be judges 
of my ſtyle and manner, who have yet aſcribed 
fome writings to me, of which any man of com- 
mon ſenſe and literature would be heartily a- 
ſhamed. I cannot forbear inſtancing a treatiſe 
called A Dedication upon Dedications, which many 
would have to be mine; although it be as empty, 
dry, and ſervile a compoſition, as I remember 
at any time to have read. But, above all, there 
is one circumſtance, which makes it impoſſible 
for me to have been author of a treatiſe, where- 
in there are ſeveral pages, containing a panegyric 
on King George; of whoſe character and perſon 
Jam utterly ignorant, nor ever had once curio- 
ſity to enquire into either, living at ſo great a diſ- 
tance as I do, and having long done with what- 

ever can relate to public matters. | 
Indeed, I have formerly delivered my thoughts 


yy freely, whether I were aſked or no; but 
never 


- 


under ethics, whether you call the ſcience morality or law. And 
with regard to the law of England, we muſt he much prejudiced 
azainſt it, not to allow, that what Tully aftirms concerning the 
law of the 'Twelve Tables, may with more juitice he applied to 
our's. Fremant omnes, licet dicam quod ſentio : Bib/inthecas meher- 
eule omnium philoſophorum unum mibi videtur Pordefarum volamen, 
et authoritatis pondere, et utilitatis ubertate, ſuperare. But the beſt 
proof of its moral efficacy, is the manners of its profeſſors : And 
theſe, in every age, have been ſuch as were the firſt improved, 
or the laſt corrupted. Ward. 
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never affected to be a counſellor, to which I had 
no manner of call. I was humbled enough to lee 
myſelf fo far outdone by the Earl of Oxford in 
my own trade as a ſcholar, and too good a cour- 
tier not to diſcover his contempt of thoſe who 
would be men of importance out of their ſphere, 
Beſides, to ſay the truth, although I have known 
many great miniſters ready enough to hear opi- 
nions, yet I have hardly ſcen one that would 
ever deicend to take advice: And this pedantry 
ariſeth from a maxim themſelves do not believe; 
at the ſame time they practiſe by it, that there is. 
ſomething profound in politics, which men of 
plain honed ſenſe cannot arrive to. 

I only wiſh my endeavours had ſucceeded bet- 
ter 1n the great point I had at heart, which was 
that of reconciling the miniſters to each other. 
Lis might have been done, if others, who had 
more concern, and more influence, would have 
acted their parts; and if this had ſucceeded, the 
public intcreſt, both of church and ſtare, would 
not have been the worſe, nor the Proteſtant fuc- 
ceſſion endangered. 

But, whatever opportunities a conſtant attend- 
ance of four years might have given me for en- 
deavouring to do War oſſices to particular per- 
ſons, I delerve at leaſt to find tolerable quarter 
from thoſe of the other party; for many of 
which I was conſtant advocate with the Earl of 
Oxford, and for this I appeal to his Lordſhip. 
He knows. how often I preſſed him in favour of 

„ Mr 
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Mr Addiſon, Mr Congreve, Mr Rowe, and Mr 
Steele; although I freely confeſs, that his Lord- 
ſhip's kindneſs to them was altogether owing to 
his generous notions, and the eſteem he had for 
their wit and parts, of which I could only pre- 
tend to be a remembrancer. For I can never 
forget the anſwer he gave to the late Lord Hali- 
fax, who, upon the firſt change of the miniſtry, 
interceded with him to ſpare Mr Congreve. It 
was by repeating theſe two lines of Virgil, 


Non obtuſa adeo geſtamus pectora Pæni, 
Nec tam averſus equos Tyria Sol jungit ab urbe. 


Purſuant to which, he always treated Mr Con- 
greve with the greateſt perſonal civilities; aſſuring 
him of his conſtant favour and protection; and 
adding, that he would ſtudy to do ſomething 
better for him. 

I remember it was in thoſe times an uſual ſub- 
ject of raillery towards me among the miniſters, 
that I never came to them without a Whig in 
my ſleeve ; which I do not ſay with any view 
towards my making my court: For the new. 
principles *, fixed to thoſe of that denomination, 
I did then, 1 do now from my heart abhor, 
deteſt, and abjure, as wholly degenerate from 
their predeceſſors. I have converſed, in ſome 

freedom, 


* He means, particularly, the principle at that time charged 
upon them by their enemies, of an intention to proſcribe tire 
Tories. Warb. 
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freedom, with more miniſters of ſtate of all par- 
ties, than uſually happens to men of my level 
and I confeſs, in their capacity as miniſters, I 
look upon them as a race of people whoſe ac- 
quaintance no man would court, otherwiſe than 
upon the ſcore of vanity or ambition. The firſt 
quickly wears off, (and is the vice of low minds, 
for a man of ſpirit is too proud to be vain), and 
the other was not my caſe. Behdes, having ne- 
ver received more than one ſmall favour, I was 
under no neceſiity of being a flave to men in 
power; but choſe my friends by their perſonal 
merit, without examining how far their notions 
agreed with the politics then in vogue. I fre- 
quently converſed with Mr Addifon, and the 

others I named (except Mr Steele) during all my 
Lord Oxford's miniſtry; and Mr Addiſon's 
friend{hip to me, continued inviolable, with as 
much kindneſs as when we uſed to meet at my 
Lord Sommers * or Halifax, who were leaders 
of the oppoſite party. 

I would infer from all this, that it is with great 
injuſtice I have thefe many years been pelted by 
your pamphleteers, merely upon account of ſome 
regard which the Queen's laſt miniſters were: 
pleaſed to have for me: And yet, in my conſci- 
ence, I think I am a partaker in every ill deſign: 
they had, againft the Proteſtant ſucceſſion, or the 

| „ liberties. 


* Lord Sammers had very warmly recommended Dr Swift 
to the favour of Lord Wharton, when he went the Queen's 
Lieutenant into Ireland, in the year 1709, Harb. 


20 DEAN SWIFT's 


liberties and religion of their country; and can 
ſay with Cicero, * that I ſhould be proud to be 
© included with them in all their actions, fan- 

quam in equo Trojans.” But if I have never diſ- 
covered, by my wor ds, writings, or actions, any 
party-virulence , or dangerous defigns againſt 
the preſent powers ; if my friendſhip and conver- 
ſation were equally ſhewn among thoſe who liked 
or diſapproved the proceedings then at Court, 
and that I was known to be a common friend of 
all deſerving perſons of the latter fort, when they 
were in diſtreſs ; I cannot but think it hard, that 
I am not ſuffered to run quietly among the com- 
mon herd of people, whoſe opinions unfortu- 
nately differ from thoſe which lead to favour and 
preferment. 


- 


I ought to let you know, that the thing we 
called a Whig in England, is a creature altoge- 
ther different from thoſe of the ſame denomina- 
tion here; at leaſt it was ſo during the reign of 
her late Majeſty. Whether thoſe on your fide 
have. changed or no, it hath-not been my buſineſs 

to enquire. I remember my excellent friend, Mr 
Addiſon, when he firſt came over hither, ſecre- 
tary to the Earl of Wharton, then Lord Lieute- 
nant, was extremely offended at the conduct and 
diſcourſe of the chief managers here. He told 
me, they were a ſort of people who ſeemed to 
think, that the principles of a Whig conſiſted in 

nothing 


+ The Examiners, I ſuppoſe, were not then publiſhed , 
the Dean's works. arb. 
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nothing elſe, but damning the church, reviling 
the clergy, abetting the diſſenters, and ſpeaking 
contemptibly of revealed religion. 

I was diſcourſing ſome years ago, with a cer- 
tain miniſter, about that Whiggiſh or Fanatical 
genius, ſo prevalent among the Englith of this 
kingdom. His Lordſhip accounted for it by that 
number of Cromwell's ſoldiers, adventurers eſta- 
bliſhed here, who were all of the ſoureſt leaven, 
and the meaneſt birth, and whoſe poſterity are 
now in poſſcflion of their lands and their princi- 
ples. However, it muſt be confeſt, that of late, 
ſome people in this country are grown weary of 
quarrelling, becauſe intereſt, the great motive of 
quarrelling, is at an end; for it is hardly worth 
contending, who ſhall be an exciſeman, a country 
Vicar, a crier in the courts, or an under-clerk. 

You will perhaps be inclined to think, that a 
perſon ſo ill treated as I have been, muſt at ſome 
time or other, have diſcovered very dangerous 
opinions in government. In anſwer to which, I 
will tell you what my political principles were in 
the time of her late glorious Majeſty, which I 
never contradicted by any action, writing, or 
diſcourſe. _ 

Firſt, Talways declared myſelf againſt a Popiſh 
ſucceſſor to the Crown, whatever title he might 
have by the proximity of blood. Neither did I 
ever regard the right line, except upon two ac- 
counts: 1/, As it was eſtablithed by law; and, 
2%, As it hath much weight in the opinions 
of 
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of the people : For neceſſity may aboliſh any law, 
but caunot alter the ſentiments of the vulgar; 
right of inheritance being perhaps the moſt 
popular of all topics. And therefore, in great 
changes, when that is broke, there will remain 
much heart-buroing aud diſcontent among the 
meaner pcople, which, under a weak Prince, and 
corrupt adminiſtration, may have the worſt con- 
ſequences upon the peace of any fate. 

As to what is called a Revolution- principle, 
my opinion was this, That whenever thoſe evils 
whichi uſually attend and follow a violent change 
of government, were not in probability ſo perni- 
cious as the grievances we ſuffered under a pre- 
ſent power, then the public good will juſtify ſuck 
a revolution. And this I took to have been the 
cafe in the Prince of Orange's expedition; altho?, 
in the conſequence, it produced ſome very bad ef- 
fects, which are likely to fock long enough by us. 

I had likewiſe, in thoſe days, a mortal antipathy 
againſt ſtanding armies in times of peace; be- 
cauſe L always took ſtanding armies to be only 
ſervants hired by the maſter of a family, for kcep- 
ing his own children in flavery ; and becauſe I 
conceived; that a Prince, who could not think 


himſelf ſecure without mercenary troops, muſt 


needs have a ſeparate intereit from that of his 
ſubjects; altho' I am not ignorant of thoſe arti- 
ficial neceſſities, which a corrupted miniſtry can 
create, for keeping up forces, to ſupport a faction 
againſt the public intereſt, 


As- 
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As to Parliaments, I adored the wiſdom of 
that Gothic inſtitution, which made them annual 
and I was confident our liberty could never be 
placed upon a firm foundation, until that ancient 
law were reſtored among us. For who ſees not, 
that while ſuch aſſemblies are permitted to have 
a longer duration, there grows up a commerce of 
corruption, between the miniſtry and the depu- 
tics, wherein they both find their accounts, to 
the manifeſt danger of liberty? which traffic 
would neither anſwer the deſign nor expence, if 
Parliaments met once a-year. 

I ever abominated that ſcheme of politics, (now 
about thirty years old), of ſetting up a moneyed 
intereſt, in oppoſition to the landed. For 1 con- 
ceived, there could not be a truer maxim in our 
government, than this, That the poſſeſſors of the 
ſoil are the beſt judges of what is for the advan». 
tage of the kingdom. If others had thought the 
ſame way, funds of credit, and South-Sea pro- 
jects, would neither have been felt nor heard 
of. | 

I could never diſcover the neceſſity of ſuſpend- 
ing any law, upon which the liberty of the moſt 
innocent perſons depended ; neither do I think 
this practice hath made the taſte of arbitrary 
power ſo agreeable, as that we ſhould deſire to 
ice it repeated. Every rebellion ſubdued, and - 
plot diſcovered, contribute to the firmer eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Prince. In the latter cafe, the knot 
of conſpirators is entirely broke, and they are to 


begin 
\ 


* 
* 
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begin their work a-new, wnder a thouſand difad- 
vantages : So that thoſe diligent inquiries into re- 


mote and problematical guilt, with a new power 


of enforcing them by chains and dungeons, to 
every perſon whoſe face a miniſter thinks fit to 
diſlike, are not only oppoſite to that maxim, 
which declareth it better that ten guilty men 


: ſhould eſcape, than one innocent ſuffer ; but like- 


wile, leave a gate wide open to the whole tribe 
of informers, the moſt accurſed, and proſtitute, 
and abandoned race, that God ever permitted to 
plague mankind. | 

It is true the Romans had a cuſtom of chuſing 


a dictator, during whoſe adminiſtration the pow- 


er of other magiſtrates was ſuſpended. But this 
was done upon the greateſt emergencies; a war 
near their doors, or ſome civil diſſention; for 
armies muſt be governed by arbitrary power. 
But when the virtue of that commonwealth gave 
place to luxury and ambition, this very office of 
dictator became perpetual, in the perſons of the 


 Cxſars and their ſucceſſors, the moſt infamous 


tyrants that have any where appeared in ſtory. 
Theſe are ſome of the ſentiments I had relat- 


ing to public affairs, while I was in the world, 


What they are at preſent, is of little importance 
either to that or myſelf. Neither can I truly ſay 
I have any at all; or, if I had, I dare not ven- 
ture to publiſh them: For however orthodox 
they may be while I am now writing, they may 
become criminal enough to bring me into trou- 
| ble 
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ble before midſummer. And indeed 1 have often 
wiſhed, for ſome time paſt, that a political cate- 
chiſm might be publiſhed by authority four times 
a-year, in order to inſtruct us how we are to 
ſpeak, write, and act, during the current quar- 


ter. I have by experience felt the want of ſuch 


an inſtructor: For, intending to make my court 
to ſome people on the prevailing ſide, by advan- 
cing certain old Whiggiſh principles, which it 


ſeems had been exploded about a month before, 


I have paſſed for a diſaffected perſon. I am not 
ignorant how idle a thing it is, for a man in ob- 


ſcurity to attempt defending his reputation as a 


writer, while the ſpirit of faction hath ſo univer- 
ſally poſſeſſed the minds of men, that they are 
not at leiſure to attend to any thing elſe. They 
will juſt give themſelves time to lybel and accuſe 
me, but cannot ſpare a minute to hear my de- 
fence. So, in a plot-diſcovering age, I have often 
known an innocent man ſeized and impriſoned, 
and forced to lye ſeveral months in chains, while 
the miniſters were not at leiſure to hear his peti- 
tion, until they had proſecuted and hanged the 
number propoled. | 

All I can reaſonably hope for by this letter, is 
to convince my friends, and others who are 
pleaſed to wiſh me well, that I have neither been 
ſo ill a ſubject, nor ſo frupid an author, as I 
have been repreſented by the virulence of lybel- 
lers; whoſe malice hath taken the ſame train in 
both, by fathering dangerous principles in go- 


vernment 


1 
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vernment upon me which I never maintained, 
and inſipid productions which I am not capable 
of writing. For however I may have been ſoured 
by perſonal ill treatment, or by melancholy pro- 
ſpects for the public, I am too much a politician 
to expoſe my own ſafety by offenſive words. 
And if my genius and ſpirit be ſunk by increaſing 
years, I have at leaſt diſcretion enough left, not 
to miſtake the meaſure of my own abilities, by at- 
tempting ſubjects where thoſe talents are neceſſa- 
ry, which perhaps I may have loſt with my youth. 


T U MN. 


SIR CONSTANTINE PHIPPS TO DR SWIFT. 


SIR, Ormond-Street, Fan. 14, 1720-21. 


AVING been a little indiſpoſed, I went at 
Chriſtmas into the country, which pre- 

vented me from ſooner acknowledging the fa- 
vour of your letter. As to Water's * caſe, I 
I Was 


* Dr Swift's printer: He was proſecuted for printing A Pro- 
poſal for the univerſal uſe of the Iriſh Manufactures, ſaid by miſ- 
take to have been written in 1721. The Dean, in his letter to 
Pope, dated January 10, T7ar, ſays, That the jury which tried 
him, had been culled with the utmoſt induſtry ; but that, not- 
withſtanding, they brought him in Not guilty. That Whitſhed, 
the Judge, ſent them out nine times, and kept them eleven 
hours; till, being tired out, they were forced to leave the mat- 


ter to the mercy of the Judge, by a ſpecial verdict. The Duke 


of Grafton, Lord Lieutenant, ſoon after, upon mature advice, 
and permiſſion from England, granted a Ni Praſegui. 
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was informed of it; and the laſt term I ſpoke to 
Mr Attorney-General * about it; but he told 
me, he could not grant a writ of error in a cri- 
minal caſe, without direction from the King; 
ſo that Waters is not like to have much relief 
from hence, and therefore I am glad to have 
ſome hopes it will drop in Ireland. I think the 
Chief Juſtice + ſhould have that regard to his 
own reputation, to let it go off ſo ; for I believe 
the oldeſt man- alive, or any law-book, cannot 
give any inſtance of ſuch a proceeding. I was 
informed who was aimed at by the proſecution, 
which made me very zealous in it; which I 
ſhall be in every thing, wherein I can be ſer- 
viceable to that gentleman, for whom no body 
has a greater eſteem, than your moſt humble and 
moſt obedient ſervant, CON. PHIPPS, 


LET TE R. CORE 


MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 


Dax Sir,  Wiftminfler, Feb. 28, 1720-21, 
FF I am to chide you for not writing to me, 
or beg your pardon that I have not writ to. 
you, is a queſtion ; for our correſpondence has 
been ſo long interrupted, that I ſwear I don't 
know which of us wrote laſt. Tn all caſes, I 


aſſure you of my continual fricndſhip, and kind- 
Vol. XV. A a eſt 


Sir Robert Raymond. + Whitſhed, 
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eſt reniembrance of you; and, with great plea- 
ſure, expect the ſame from you. I have been 
ill this Winter. Age, I find, comes on; and 
the cough does not diminiſh, | 


Non, ſum qualis eram, bone 


Sub Regno Cynaræ. 


Paſs for that. 


o 


I am tired with politics, and loſt in the South- 
Sea. The roaring of the waves, and the mad- 
neſs of the people, were juſtly put together. I 
can ſend you no ſort of news, that holds either 
connection or ſenſe. It is all wilder than St 
Anthony's dream; and the bagatelle is more ſolid 
than any thing, that has been endeavoured here 
this year. Our old friend Ox — is not well, 
and continues in Herefordſhire. John of Bucks * 
died laſt week, and Conningſby was ſent laſt 
week to the Tower. I frequently drink your 
health with Lord Harley, who is always the ſame 
good man, and grows daily more beloved as 
more univerſally known. I do ſo too with our 
honeſt good-natured friend Ford, whom I love 
for many good reaſons, and particularly for that 
he loves you. $40 i 

How do you do as to your health ? Are we to 
ſee you this Summer? Anſwer me theſe queſtions, 
Give my ſervice to all friends, and believe me to 
be ever, with great truth and eſteem, dear Sir, 
, your's, M. PRIOR. 


LET - 


John Sheffield, Duke of Buckipghamſuire, | 
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MR PRIOR TO DR SWIFT. 
Dear SiR, Weſtminſter, April 25, 1921. 
KNOW very well, that you can write a good 


letter, if you have a-mind to it; but that 
is not the queſtion. A letter from you ſome- 


times, is what I deſire. Reſerve your tropes 


and periods for thoſe you love leſs ; and let me 
hear how you do, in whatever humour you are ; 
whether lending you money to the butchers, 
protecting the weavers, treating the women; or 
conſtruing propria gue marivus to the country- 
curate, You and I are ſo eſtabliſhed authors, 
that we may write what we will, without fear of 


cenſure; and if we have not lived long enough to 


prefer the bagatelle to any thing elſe, we de- 
ſerved to have had our brains knocked out ten 
years ago. | ; 2 

I have received the money punctually of Mr 
Dan. Hays, have his receipt, and hereby return 
you all the thanks, that your friendſhip in that 


affair ought to claim, and your generoſity does 


contemn. There's one turn for you; good. 

The man you mentioned in your laſt, has 
been in the country theſe two years, very ill in 
his health, and has not for many months been 


out of his chamber; yet what you obſerve of 
A 2 2 him 


* 
„ 
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him is ſo true, that his ſickneſs is all accounted 
for policy, that he will not come up, till the 
public diſtractions force ſomebody or other 
(whom, God knows) who will oblige ſomebody 
elle to ſend for him in open triumph, and ſet 
him in fat quo prius. That in the mean time, 
he has foreſeen all that has happened; check- 


mated all the miniſtry; and, to divert himſelf 


at his leiſure hours, has laid all thoſe lime-twigs 
for his neighbour Conningſby *, that keep that 
precious bird in the cage, out of which himſelf 
ſlipt ſo cunningly and eaſily. | 
Things, and the way of men's judging them, 
vary ſo much here, that it is impoſlible to give 
you any juſt account of ſome of our friends 
actions. Roffen is more than ſuſpected to have 


given up his. party, as Sancho did his ſubjects, 


for ſo much a head, Pun portant Pautre. His 
cauſe, therefore, which is ſomething originally 
like that of Lutrin, is oppoſed or neglected by 
his ancient frieads, and openly ſuſtained by the 
miniſtry. He cannot be lower in the opinion of 
moſt men, than he is; and I wiſh our friend 
+ were higher than he 1s. 

Our young Harley's vice is no more cove- 
touſneſs, than plainneſs of ſpeech is that of his, 
couſin Tom. His Lordſhip is really amabilis, 
and Lady Harietta adoranda. 


I 


Thomas Earl of Conningſby, created ſo by King George J. 
in 1719. | 
+ Lord Harcourt, 


1 
b 
p 
4 
: 
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I tel you no news, but that the whole is a 
complication of miſtakes in policy; and of kna- 
very in the execution of it: Of the miniſters I 
ſpeak, for the moſt part, as well eccleſiaſtical as 
civil. This is all the truth I can tell you, except 
one, which Jam ſure you will receive very kind- 


ly, that I am ever your friend and your fervant, 
2 M. PRI OR. 


Friend Shelton, commonly called Dear Dick, 
is with me. We drink your health. Adieu. 


x 1 
L E T 1 E R OT 
DR SWIET To [STELLA] MRS JOHNSON *. 


Deanry-houſe, Sunday morning, April 30, 1721. 

Ack GRATTAN ſaid nothing to me of it till 
J laſt night; 'tis none of my fault”; How did 
I know but you were to dine abroad? You 
ſhould have ſent your meſſenger ſooner; yes, I 
think the dinner you provided for yourſelves may 
do well enough here, but pray fend it ſoon. I 


* with you would give a body more early warning; 
but you muſt blame yourſelves. Delany ſays he 


will come in the evening; and for aught I know 
Sheridan may be here at dinner: Which of you 


was it undertook this frolick ? your letter hardly 


explained your meaning, but at laſt T found it. 
& $3: 8&6 Pray 


Indorſed by Mrs Johnſon; Au at ſwer e nd letter. 


W 

1 

EF | 
g 
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Pray don't ſerve me theſe tricks often. Vou may 
be ſure, if there be a good bottle, you ſhall have 
it. I am ſure I never refuſed you, and therefore 
that reflection might have been ſpared. Pray be 
more poſitive in your anſwer to this. 

Margooſe, and not Mergooſe : It is ſpelt with 
an a, ſimpleton. | | 

No, I am pretty well after my walk. I am 
glad the archdeacon * got home ſafe, and I 
hope you took care of him. It was his own 
fault; how could I know where he was ? And 
he could have eaſily overtaken me; for I walked 
ſoftly on purpoſe, I told Delany I would. 


L ernten cexevit 


REV. DR SWIFT TO THE REV. MR WALLISF. 


8 IR, Dublin, May 13, 1721. 
HAD your letter, and the copy of the bi- 
ſhop's 4 circular incloſed, for which I thank 

you ; and you J will not pretend to know any 
thing 

* Archdeacon Wall. 

+ Son of the Dean of Derry, and Vicar of Athboy in the 
county of Meath. He died in 1746. 

t Dr Evans, tranſlated from the ſee of Bangor to that of 
Meath in 1715. In this dioceſe, was the vicarage of Laracor, 
which Swift held with his deanry. Some difſentions having 
ariſen between Biſhop Evans and his clergy, Swift took part 
with the latter. At the fir{t viſitation which he attended, hear- 
ing his diocefan very ſevere in his animadverſions on a poor 
curate, for a matter of little or no importance, the Dean ſtood 

| | | up, 
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thing of it, and hope you have not told any 
body what you did. I ſhould be glad enough 
to be at the viſitation, not out of any love to the 
buſineſs, or the perſon, but to do my part in 
preventing any miſchief. But in truth my health 
will not ſuffer it; and you, who are to be my 
proxy, may ſafely give it upon your veracity. I 
am confident the biſhop would not be diſſatisfied 
with wanting my company, and yet he may give 
himſelf airs when he finds I am not there. I 
now employ myſelf in getting you a companion 
to cure your ſpleen. 

I am your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


J. SWIFT. 


L E T T E R CCXCVIN. 


TO THE BISHOP OF MEATH. 


Mr Lox, Fune 5, 1721. 
HAVE received an account of your Lord- 
ſhip's refuſing to admit my proxy at your 
viſitation, with ſeveral circumſtances of perſonal 
reflections on myſelf, although my proxy atteſt- 
ed my want of health: To confirm which, and to 
lay before you the juſtice and chriſtianity of 
| your 

up, and told his Lordſhip, that“ Having once been witneſs of 
© ſuch improper unepiſcopal behaviour, he would never be wit- 
*«© neſs of it again; and therefore gave his Lordſhip notice, that if 


* he had any fault to find with him, he mult find it then, as 
he was determined not to attend any other viſitation.“ 


2 
— 6! 
8 , 
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your proceeding, above a hundred perſons of 
quality and diſtinction can witneſs, that, ſinee 
Friday the 26th of May, I have been tormented 
with an ague, in as violent a manner as poſſible, 
which ſtill continues, and forces me to make uſe 


of another hand in writing to you. At the ſame 


time, I muſt be plain to tell you, that if this aeci- 


dent had not happened, I ſhould have uſed all 


endeavours to avoid your viſitation, upon the 
public promiſe I made you three years ago, and 
the motives which occahoned it; becauſe I was 
unwilling to bear any more very injurious treat- 
ment and appellations given to my brethren or 
myſelf; and, by the grace of God, I am fill 


determined to abſent myſelf on the like occaſions, 


as far as I can poſſibly be diſpenſed with by any 
law, while your Lordſhip is in that dioceſe, and 
Ja member of it. In which reſolution, I could 
not conceive but your Lordſhip would be ealy : 
Becauſe, altho' my preſence might poſſibly con- 
tribute to your real (at leaſt future) intereſt, I 
was ſure it could not to your prefent ſatisfaction. 
If I had the happineſs to have been acquainted 
with any one clergyman in the djoceſe, of your 
Lordſhip's principles, I ſhould have deiired him 
to repreſent me with hopes of better ſuceſs: But 
I wiſh you would ſometimes think it convenient 
to diſtinguiſh men as well as principles, and not 
look upon every perſon, who happens to owe 

you canonical obedience, as if * | 
, I 


* 'The remainder of this paragraph he has left to the Biſhop. s- 


- own conjecture, 
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T have the honour to be Ordinary over a con- 
ſiderable number of as eminent Divines as any in 


this kingdom, who owe me the ſame obedience, 


as I owe to your Lordſhip, and are equally 
bound to attend my viſitation 3 yet neither I, 
nor any of my predeceſſors, to my knowledge, 
did ever refuſe a regular proxy. 

I am only ſorry, that you, who are of a countr y 
famed for good nature, have found the way to 
unite the haſty paſſion of your own country- 
men +, with the long, ſedate reſentment of a 
Spaniard: But I have an honourable hope, that 


this proceeding has been more owing to party 


than complection. I am, 
My LoRkp, 


Your Lordſhip's 
Moſt humble ſervant. 


L E T T E R  CCXCIX. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 


July 28, 1721. 

NEVER was fo angry in all my life, as I was 
with you laſt week, on the receipt of your 
letter of the 19th of June. The extreme pleaſure 
it gave me, takes away all the excuſes which I had 
invented for your long neglect. I deſign to re- 


turn my humble thanks to thoſe men of eminent 


gratitude, 


+ The Biſhop was a Welchman ; his name Evans. 
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gratitude, and integrity, the Weavers and the 
Judges, and earneſtly to intreat them, inſtead of 
toſſing you in the perſon of your proxy, who 
had need to have iron ribs to endure all the 
drubbings you will procure him, to tofs you in 
your proper perſon, the next time you offend, 
by going about to talk ſenſe, or to do good to 
the rabble. Is it poſſible, that one of your age 
and profeſſion ſhould be ignorant, that this 
monſtrous beaſt has paſſions to be moved, but 
no reaſon to be appealed to; and that plain truth 
will influence half a ſcore men at moſt in a na- 
tion, or an age, while myttery will lead maile 
by the noſe? : 

Dear Jonathan, ſince you cannot reſolve to 
write as you preach, what public authority al- 
lows, what councils and ſenates have decided to 
be orthodox, inſtead of what private opinion 
ſuggeſts, leave off inſtructing the citizens of Du- 
blin. Believe me, there is more pleaſure, and 
more merit too, in cultivating friend{hip, than 
in taking care of the ſtate. Fools and knaves 
are generally beſt fitted for the laſt ; and none 
but men of ſenſe and virtue are capable of the 
other. How comes it then to paſs, that you, 
who have ſenſe, though you have wit and virtue, 
though you have kept bad company in your. 
time, ſhould be ſo ſurpriſed, that I continue to 
write to you, and expect to hear from you, 
after ſeven years abſence ? 

Anni predantur euntes, ſay you; and time will 
lop off my luxuriant branches. Perhaps it will be 


{q. 
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ſo. But 1 have put the pruning-hook into an 


band, which works hard to leave the other as 


little to do of that kind as may be. Some ſuper- 
fluous twigs are every day cut; and, as they 
leflen in number, the bough which bears the 


golden fruit of friendſhip, ſhoots, ſwells, and 


ſpreads. 

Our friend told you what he heard, and what 
was commonly ſaid, when he told you that I had 
taken the fancy of growing rich. If I could have 
reſolved to think two minutes a day about ſtocks, 
to flatter law * half an hour a week, or to have 
any obligation to people I neither loved nor va- 
lued, certain it is, that I might have gained im- 
menſely. But not caring to follow the many 
bright examples of theſe kinds, which France 
furniſhed, and which England ſent us over, I 
turned the little money I had of my own, with- 
out being let into any ſecret, very negligently: And 
if I have ſecured enough to content me, it was 
becauſe I was ſoon contented. I am ſorry to hear 
you confeſs, that the love of money has got into 
your head; take care, or it will, ere long, fink 
into your heart, the proper ſeat of paſſions. Pla- 
to, whom you cite, looked upon riches, and the 
other advantages of fortune, to be defireable : 
But he declared, as you have read in Diogenes 
Laertius; Ea eth non aftuerint, nihilominus tamen 


beatum fore ſapientem. You may think it, per- 
| 02 haps, | 


The projeQor of the Miſſiſſippi ſcheme in France, which 
produced the South-ſea ſcheme here. 
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haps, hard to reconcile his two journies into 
Sicily with this maxim, eſpecially ſince he got 
fourſcore talents of the tyrant. But I can aſſure 
you, that he went to the elder Dionyſius, only to 
buy books ; and to the younger, only to borrow 
a piece of ground, and a number of men, wo- 
men, and children, to try his Utopia. Ariſtip- 
pus was in Sicily at the ſame time; and there paſ- 
ſed ſome Billingſgate between theſe reverend per- 
ſons. This philoſoher had a much ſtronger 
fancy to grow rich, than Plato : He flattered, 
he cracked jeſts, and danced over a ſtick, to get 
ſome of the Sicilian gold ; but ſtill even he took 
care, ſibi res, non ſe rebus ſubmittere. And ] re- 
member, with great edification, how he reproved 
one of his catechumens, who bluſhed, and ſhrunk 
back, whea his maſter ſhewed him the way to the 
bawdy-houſe. Non ingredi turpe g, ſed egredi 
non poſſe turpe ęſt. The concluſion of all is this; 
un honnette homme ought to have cente mille livres 
de rente, if you pleaſe ; but a wiſe man will be 
happy with the hundredth part. Let us not re- 

fuſe riches, when they offer themſelves ; but let 
us give them no room in our heads, or our 
hearts. Let us enjoy wealth, without ſuffering 
it to become neceſſary to us: And, to finith with 
one of Seneca's quaint ſentences, * Let us place 
it ſo, that fortune may take it without tearing it 
from us.” The paſſage you mention, docs follow 
that which I quoted to you, and the advice is 
good. Solon thought ſo; nay, he went further: 


I And 
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And you remember the reaſon he gave for ſitting 
in the Council of Piſiſtratus, whom he had done 
his utmoſt to oppoſe; and who, by the way, 
proved a very good Prince. But the epiſtle is 
not writ by Cicero, as you ſeem to think, Ir is, 
if I miſtake not, an epiſtle of Dolabella to him. 
Cato, you ſay, would not be of the ſame mind. 

Cato is a moſt venerable name, and Dolabclla 
was but a ſcoundrel, with wit and valour ; and 
yet there is better ſenſe, nay there is more virtue, 
in what Dolabella adviſes, than in the conduct of 
Cato. I muſt own my weakneſs to you. his 
Cato, ſo ſung by Lucan in every page, and fo 
much better ſung by Virgil in halt a line, ſtrikes 
me with no great reſpect. When I ſee him paint- 
ed in all the glorious colours, which eloquence 
furniſhes, I call to mind that image. of him, 
which Tully gives in one of his letters to Atticus, 
or to fomebody elſe; where he ſays, that having a 
mind to keep a debate from coming on in the 
Senate, they made Cato riſe to ſpeak, and that 
he talked till the hour of propoũng matters was 
over. Tully infinuates, that they often made this 
uſe of him. Does aot the moving picture ſhift ? 
Do you not behold Clarke of Tauntondean, in the 


gown of a Roman Senator, ſending out the mem 


ers to piſs ? The cenſor uſed ſharp medicines 
but, in his time, the patient had ſtrength to bear 
them. 'The fecond Cato inherited this receipt 
without his ſkill ; and, like a true quack, he gave 
the remedy, becauſe it was his only one, though 
VoL. XV. B b it 
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it was too late. He haſtened the patient's death; 
he not only haſtened it, but he made it more con- 
vulſive and painful. 

The condition of your wretched country, is 
worſe than you repreſent it to be. The healthful 
Indian follows his maſter, who died of ſickneſs, 
to the grave; but I much doubt, whether thoſe 
charitable legiſlators exact the fame, when the 
maſter is a lunatic, and cuts his own throat. I 
mourn over Ireland with all my heart, but I pity 
you more. In reading your letter, I feel your 
pulſe : And I judge of your diftemper, as ſurely 
by the figures into which you caſt your ink, as 
the learned doctor, at the hand, and the urinal 
could do, if he pored over your water. You are 
really in a very bad way. You ſay your me- 
mory declines; I believe it does, ſince you for- 
get your friends, and fince repeated importunity 
can hardly draw a token of remembrance from 
you. There are bad airs for the mind, as well 
as the body: And what do you imagine, that 
Plato, fince you have ſet me upon quoting him, 
(who thanked Heaven that he was not a Bœotian), 
would have ſaid of the u/tima Thule? Shake 
off your lazineſs, ramble over hither, and tpend 
ſome months in a kinder climate. You will be 
in danger of meeting but one plague here, and 
you will leave many behind you. Here you will 
come among people who lead a life ſingular enough 
to hit your humour, ſo near the world as to have 
all its conveniencies, ſo far from the world as to 
be a ſtranger to all its inconveniencies, wanting 

nothing 
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nothing which goes to the eaſe and happineſs of 
life, embaraſſed by nothing which is cumberſome. 
dare almoſt venture to ſay, that you will like us 
better than the perſons you live with, and that 
we ſhall be able to make you retrograde (that I 
may uſe a. canonical ſimile) as the ſun did on 
the dial of Hezechias, and begin a-new the 
twelve years which you complain are gone. We 
will reſtore to you the nigros angufts fronte capil- 
los; and, with them, the dulce laqui, the ridere 
decorum, et inter vina fugam Cynare mærere pro- 
terva. Hac eft vita ſetarum miſera ambitione gra- 
vigue, and not your's. 

I was going to finiſh with my ſheet of paper; 
but having bethought myſelf, that you deſerve 
ſome more puniſhment, and calling all my anger 
againſt you to my aid, I reſolve, fince I am this 
morning in the humour of ſcribbling, to make 
my letter at leaſt as long as one of your ſermons; 
and, if you do not mend, my next ſhall be as 
long as one of Dr Manton's *, who taught my 
youth to yawn, and prepared me to be an High- 
churchman, that I might never hear him read, 
nor read him more. | 

You muſt know, that I am as buſy about my 
hermitage, which is between the Chateau and the 
Maiſon Bourgeoiſe, as if I was to paſs my life in 

B b 2 it : 


* Thomas Manton, D. D. who had been ejected from the 
reftory of Covent-gargen, for Non-conformity, after the Reſto- 
ration. He was a voluminous writer in Divinity, and publiſhed: 
2 large ſolio of Sermons, on the CXIXth Pſalm. 
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it : And, if I could fee you now and then, T 
ihould be willing enough to do ſo. I have-in my 
wood, the biggeſt and cleareſt ſpring perhaps in 
Europe, which forms, before it leaves the park, 
a more beautiful river than any which flows in 
Greek or Latin verſe. I have a thouſand projects 
about this ſpring, and, among others, one which 
will employ ſome marble. Now, marble, you 


know, makes one think of inſcriptions: And if 


you will correct this, which I have not yet com- 
mitted to paper, it ſhall be graved, and help to 
fill the table-books of Spons and Miſſons + yet to 
come. 


Propter idem adverſus reginam, et Jr 
Intemeraté ſervatam, 
Prepter operam, in pace generali conciliandd 
Strenue ſaltem navatam, 
Inpotentia veſane fuctionis 
Solum vertere cnactus, 
Hic ad aque lene caput facre 
Injufte exulat. 
Dulce vivit 
H. De B. An. &c. 


Oz were better than prapter, but oh operam 
would never pleaſe the ear. In a proper place, 
before the front of the houſe, which I have new 

built, 


James Spon, M. D. and Maximilian Miſſon, were two 


eminent travellers, who have publiſhed their travels; in which 


are inſerted many inſcriptions, 
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built, I. have a- mind to inſcribe this piece of 
patoh-Work, : 


Si reſipiſcat patria, in patriam rediturus ; 
Si non refipiſcat, ubivis melius quam inter 
tales cives futurus. 
Hanc villam inſtauro et exorno « 
Hinc, velut ex portu, alienos caſus, 
Et fortune ludum inſalentem, 
Cernere ſuave et, 
Hic, mortem nec appetens nec timens, 
Innacuis delicus, 
Dacti quiete, 
et. 
Felicis animi immatd tranguillitate, 


Fruiſcor. 
Hic mihi vivam quid ſupereſt, aut exilii, aut evi: 


If in a year's time you ſhould find leiſure to 
write to me, ſend me ſome mottos for groves, 
and ſtreams, and fine proſpects, and retreats, and 
contempt of grandeur, &c. I have one for my 
green-houſes, and one for an alley which leads. 
to my apartment, which are happy enough. The 
firſt is, Hic ver aſiduum atque alients menſibus a/tas.. 
The other is, fallentis ſemita vitæ. 

You ſee I amuſe myſelf de la bagatelle as much 
as you. But here lyes the difference: Your baga-- 
telle leads to ſomething better; as ſiddlers flou-. . 
riſh careleſsly, before they play a fine air. But 
mine begins, proceeds, and ends in bagatelle. 

B b 3 Adieu: 
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Adieu: It is happy for you that my hand is 
tired, 

Pl] take care that you ſhall have my picture, 
and I am ſimple enough to be obliged to you for 
aſking for it. If you do not-write to me ſoon, 
I hope it will fall down as ſoon as you have it, 
and break your head. 


Py 


LETT ER C6 


THE DUc HESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. 


S1R, Sept. 1, 1721. 
DON know how to account for your long 
ſilence, unleſs your time has been taken up in 
making an interet with thoſe in power here, 
for one of the two Archbiſhopricks, that, we 
hear, were void; (but I am very glad, are not 
ſo). Set your heart at reſt, for they are pro- 
miſed ; and therefore you may as well write to a 
filter, when next you honour this kingdom with 
any diſpatches. As to any greater people, it is a 
ſhame to think how you have neglected thoſe of 
your own houſe. I had once determined to 
write to you no more, ſince no anſwer was to be 
expected; but then revenge came iato my head, 
and I was refolved to teaze you, till at laſt, to 
be quict, you would ſend me fome plauſible ex- 
cuſt at leaſt, for never enquiring after brother 

or liter. 
1 
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I wonder when you'll be good-natured enough 
to come and ſee how we do; but Ireland has 
ſuch powerful charms, that I queſtion whether 
you would leave it to be one of our Archbiſhops. 
I was at your brother Arran's “ a good while this 
Summer, and have been much upon the ramble, 
or elſe you'd have ſooner had theſe juſt re- 
proaches from me; whom you have no way of 
appealing, but by a letter of at leaſt four ſides of 
paper: Though I am ſo good a Chriſtian, upon 
this occaſion, as to be, notwithſtanding all this 
ill treatment, Sir, your moſt fincere friend, and 


humble ſervant, | M. ORMOND. 


"L E T-T. E NE 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 


Jan. 1, 1721-2. 

RECEIVED your letter of the 29th of Sep- 
tember, above a fortnight ago; and ſhould 
have ſet you an example, by 2 it imme- 
diately, (which I do not remember you ever ſet 
me) if I had not been obliged to abandon the 
filence and quiet of this beloved retreat, and to 
traſt myſelf into the hurry and rabble of an im- 
pertinent town. In leſs than ten days, which 1 
ſpent at Paris, I was more than ten times on the 
point of leaving my buſineſs there undone z and 
yet 


Another of the ſixteen. 


*** * * hs 
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yet this buſineſs was to ſave four-fifths of four 


hundred thoufand livres, which I have on the 


town-houſe ; refer miſerables du naufrage de ma 


' fortune. Luckily I had the fear of you before 


my eyes; and though I cannot hope to deſerve 
your eſteem by growing rich, I have endeavour- 
ed to avoid your contempt by growing poor. 
The expreſſion is equivocal; a fault, which our 
language often betrays thoſe who ſcribble haſti- 


ly, into: But your own conſcience will ſerve for 


a comment, and fix the ſenſe. Let me thaak 
you for remembering me in your prayers, and 
for uſing your credit above ſo generouſly in my 


behalf. To deſpiſe riches with Seneca's purſe, 


is to have at once all the advantages of fortune 
and philoſophy. 


Quid voveat dulci nutricula majus alumme? 


You are not like H. Guy *, who, among 
other excellent pieces of advice, gave me this, 
when I firſt came out to Court: To be very mo- 
derate and modeſt in my applications for my 
friends, and very greedy and importunate when 
I aſked for myſelf. You call Tully names, to- 
revenge Cato's quarrel; and to revenge Tully's, 
| j 

* Henry Guy, who had been fecretary to the Treafury dur- 
ing three ſucceſſive reigns. He died February 23, 1710, and 
left to William Pulteney, Eſq; late Earl of Bath, near forty ' 


thouſand pounds, with an eſtate of about five hundred pounds a- 
year: As the latter owns, in his Anſwer to one part of a late in- 


. - famous /ybet, &c. Am in 1731, p. 39. 
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Jam ready to fall foul on Seneca. You Church- 
men have cried him up for a great ſaint; and, 
as if you imagined, that to have it believed, he 
had a month's mind to be a Chriſtian, would re- 
flect ſome honour on Chriſtianity, you employed 
one of thoſe pious frauds, ſo frequently practiſed 
in the days of primitive ſimplicity to impoſe on 
the world, a pretended correſpondence between 
him and the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles +. 
Your partiality in his favour, ſhall bials me no 
more, than the pique which Dion Caffius and 
others ſhew againſt him. Like an equitable judge, 
I ſhall only tax him with avarice in bis pro- 
ſperity, adulation in his adverſity, and affectation 
in every ſtate of life. Was I conſiderable enough 
to be baniſhed from my country, methinks I 
would not purchaſe my reſtoration, at the ex- 
pence of writing ſuch a letter to the Prince him- 
ſelf, as your Chriſtian Stoic wrote to the Em- 
peror's. ſlave Polybius 4. Thus I think of the 
man; and yet I read the author with pleaſure, 
though | join in condenming thoſe points which 
he introduced into the Latin ſtile ; thoſe eternal 
witticiſms, ſtrung like beads together; and that 

| impudent 


+ It conliſts of thirteen letters, which ſeemed to St Jerome 


and St Auguſtine to have been genuine. But Du Pin ¶Neuvelle 


Biolictheque des Auteurs Eccleſiaſtiques, Tom. J. p. 24. Edit. 1690, 
guarto) acknowledges, that they contain nothing worthy of the 
Apoſtle or Philoſopher, and have not the leaſt reſemblance to 
the ſtyle of either. This is likewiſe the judgment of the molt 
learned among the modern critics. 

} Seneca de Conſolatione ad Polybium. 
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impudent manner of talking to the paſſions, be- 
fore he has gone about to convince the judge- 
ment; which Eraſmus, if I remember right, ob- 
jects to him. He is ſeldom inſtructive, but he 
is perpetually entertaining ; and when be gives 
you no new idea, he reflects your own back up- 
on you with new luſtre. 1 have lately wrote an 
excellent treatiſe in praiſe of exile *. Many of 
the hints are taken from Con/olatio ad Helviam, 
and other parts of his works. The whole is 
turned on his ſtile and manner; and there is 
much of the ſpirit of the portique, as I conld 
infuſe, without running too far in the mirabilia, 
inopinata, et paradoxa ; which Tully, and I think 
Seneca himſelf, ridicules the ſchool of Zeno for. 
That you may laugh at me in your turn, I own 
ingenuouſly, that I began in jeſt, grew ſerious at 
the third or fourth page, and convinced myſelf, 
before I had done, of what perhaps I ſhall ne- 
ver convince any other, that a man of ſenſe and 
virtue may be unfortunate, but can never be un- 
happy. Do not imagine, however, that I have a 
mind to quarrel with Ariſtippus: He is ſtill my 
favourite among the philoſophers ; and if I find 
ſome faults in him, they are few and venial. 
You do me much honour, in ſaying that I put 
you in mind of Lord Digby + ; but ſay it to no 
one 
* It is printed in his works, under the title of Reſections upon 
Exile. | | 
+ George Lord Dipby, afterwards Earl of Briſtol. Dr Swift, 
in a letter to Lord Bolingbroke, dated April 5, 1729, and _ 
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one elſe, for fear of paſſing for partial in your 
parallels, which has done Plutarch more hurt 
than it has done good to his Grecian heroes. I 
had forgot, or I never knew, the remarkable 
ſage which you mention. Great virtue, unjuſtly 
perſecuted, may hold ſuch language, and will 
be heard with applauſe, with general applauſe 
I mean, not univerſal. There was at Athens, a 
wretch, who ſpit in the face of Ariſtides, as he 
marched firm, calm, and almoſt gay, to execu- 
tion. Perhaps there was not another man a- 
mong the Athenians, capable of the ſame vile 
action. And for the honour of my country, I 
will believe, that there are few men in England, 
beſides Lord Oxford, capable of hearing that 
{train of eloquence, without admiration. There 
is a ſort of kindred in ſouls, and they are divided 
into more families than we are apt to imagine. 
Digby and Harley are abſolute ſtrangers to one 
another. Touch an uniſon, and all the uniſons 
will give the fame ſound ; but you may thrum 
a lute till your fingers are- ſore, and you will 
draw no found out of a Jew's harp. | 
I thank you fer correcting my inſcriptions, 
and I thank you ſtill more for promiſing to 
gather up mottos for me, and to write often to 
me. I am as little given to beg correſpondents, 
as you are to beg pictures; but ſince I cannot 
 lve with you, I would fain hear from you. To 


grow 


ed in his works, ſtyles Lord Digby hy prototype of Lord Boling- 
broke. 
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grow old with good ſenſe, and a good friend, was 
the wiſh of Thales; I add, with good health: 
To enjoy but one and a half of theſe three, is 
hard. I have heard of Prior's death “*, and of 
his epitaph +; and have ſeen a ſtrange book, 
writ by a grave and eloquent Doctor +, about the 
Duke of Buckinghamſhire, People, who talk 
much in that moment, can have, as I believe, 
but one of theſe two principles, fear or vanity. 
It is therefore much better to hold one's tongue. 
I am ſorry that the firſt of theſe perſons, our 
old acquaintance Matt. lived ſo poor as you re- 
preſent him. I thought that a certain Lord ||, 

| I whoſe 


* He died September 18, 1721. 

In the following triplet, written by himſelf: 
&© To me 'tis given to die; to you 'tis given 

& To live. Alas! one moment ſets us even. 

c Mark how impartial is the will of Heaven!“ 


Biſhop Atterbury, in a letter to Mr Pope, dated Sept. 27, 
1721, fays: © I will take care to make good, in every reſpect, 
& what I ſaid to him when living, particularly as to the triplet / 
te lhe wrote for his own epitaph ; which, while we were on good 
« terms, I promiſed him ſhould never appear on his tomb 
& while I was dean of Weſtmiaſter.“ 

t Richard Fiddes, D. D. publiſhed in 1721, in octavo, © A 
% Letter in anfwer to one from a Frce-thinker, occaſioned by 
& the late Duke of Puckinghamſhire's Epitaph; wherein cer- 
e tain patlages in it, that have been thought exceptionable, are 
&« vindicated; ant! the Doctrine of the Soul's Immortality aſſert- 
sed, &c.“ - This was followed by © A fecond Letter,” publiſn- 
ed the ſame year. 

{ Edward Lord Harley, who married, in OQober 1713, 
the Lady Hevri-tta Cavendiſh Holles, only daughter and heir 
of John Duke of Newcaſtle, 


— FW -.. WP 


| age. 
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whoſe marriage with a certain heireſs was the 
ultimate end of a certain adminiſtration, had 
put him above want. Prior might juſtly enough 
have addreſſed himfelf to his young patron, as 


our friend Ariſtippus did to Dionyſius: You 


© have money, which I want, I have wit and 
© knowledge, which you want.” I long to ſee 
your travels “; for take it as you will, I do not 
retract what I ſaid, I will undertake to find, in 
two pages of your bagatelles, more good ſenſe, 
uſeful knowledge, and true religion, than you 
can ſhew me in the works of nineteen in twenty 
of the profound divines and philoſophers of the 


I am obliged to return to Paris ia a month or 
ſix weeks time, and from thence will ſend you. 
my picture. Would to Heaven I could lead you 
as like a picture of my mind ! You would find 
yourſelf, in that draught, the object of the trueſt 
eſteem, and the fincereſt friendſhip. 


L E TT IT 


DR SNAPE TO DR SWIFT. 


Nx v. SIR, Windſor, April 13, 1722. 
1 TAKE the opportunity of two of our choir 
going over to try their fortune in your 


country, at once to return my thanks for a 
Vol. XV. Cc very 


Gulliver's. 
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very obliging letter you favoured me with ſome 
years ago, and your kind interpretation of my 


_ endeavours at that time, to afiert the cauſe of our 


eſtabliſhment againſt a prelate *, who was un- 
dermining it: And alſo to recommend to your 
favour the bearer, Mr Elford, who, upon the 
Encouragement of your worthy primate, is going 
to ſettle at Armagh. I cannot pretend to ſay, 
he has the ſame compaſs of voice with his late 
brother, whom the good Queen ſo much ad- 


_ mired; but I will venture to ſay, he has a 


greater compaſs of underſtandins ; and, upon 
the whole, that he is a good choir-man. The 
other, that bears him company, was a very uſe- 
ful choireſter to us. His voice, ſince its break- 
ing, is ſomewhat harſh, but I believe will grow 
mellower. If you find either of them for your 
purpoſe, eſpecially the bearer, when you have 
a vacancy in your church, I ſhall be much ob- 
liged to you for any favour you are pleaſed to 
ſhew him, and be ready to approve myſelf, on 
any occaſion, Reverend Sir, your moſt obedient 


and affectionate ſervant, 


A. SNAP E. 


LET 


* Biſhop Hoadly. 


\'V 
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L E T T E R ent. 
ro THE EARL OF OXFORD. 


Myr Lok, October 11, 1722. 

TI OFTEN receive letters, franked Oxford, but 
always find them written and ſubſcribed by 
your Lordſhip's ſervant, Mynett. His meaning 
is ſome buſineſs of his own, wherein I am his ſo- 
licitor ; but he makes his court, by giving me an 
account of the ſtate of your family, and perpe- - 
tually adds a clauſe, that your Lordſhip ſoon in- 
tends to write to me. I knew you, indeed, when 
you were not ſo great a man as you are now ; I 
mean, when you were Treaſurer: But you are 
grown fo proud ſince your retirement, that there 
is no enduring you; and you have reaſon, for 
you never acted ſo diflicult a part of life before. 
In the two great ſcenes of power and proſecution 
you have excelled mankind ;. and in this retire- 
ment, you have moſt injurioutfly forgotten your 
friends. Poor Prior often ſent me his complaints 
on this occaſion; and I have returned him mine. 
I never courted your acquaintance when you go- 
verned Europe, but you courted mine; and now 
you neglect me, when I uſe all my infinuations to 
keep myſelf in your memory. I am very ſenſible, 
that next to receiving thanks and compliments, 
there is nothing you more hate than writing let- 
Lei ters: 
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ters : But fince I never gave you thanks, nor 
made you compliments, I have ſo much more 
merit than any of thoſe thouſands whom you 
have leſs obliged,” by only making their fortunes, 
without taking them into your friendſhip, as you 
did me, whom you always countenanced in too 
public and particular a manner, to be forgotten, 
either by the world, or myſelf, for which never 
man was more proud, or leſs vain. 

I have now been ten years ſoliciting for your 
picture; and, if I had ſolicited you for a thou- 
ſand pounds, (I mean of your own money, not 
the public), I could have prevailed in ten days. 
Lou have given me many hundred hours; Can 
you not now give me a couple? Have my morti- 
fications been ſo few, or are you ſo malicious to 
add a greater than I ever yet ſuffered ? Did you 
ever refuſe me any thing I aſked you ? And will 
you now begin? In my conſcience, I believe, and, 
by the whole conduct of your life, I have reaſon 
to believe, that you are too poor to bear the ex- 
pence. I ever told you, that I was the richer man 
of the two; and I am now richer by five hundred 
pounds, than I was at the time when I was boafting 
at your table, of my wealth before Diamond Pitt. 

I have hitherto taken up with a ſcurvy print 
of you, under which I have placed this lemma : 


Veteres aflus primamque juventam 
Proſequar ? ad ſeſe mentem e e ducunt. 


And 
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And this I will place under your picture, when- 
ever you are rich enough to ſend it me. Twill only 
promiſe, in return, that it ſhall never loſe you 
the reputation of poverty; which to one of your 
birth, patrimony, and employments, is one of the 
greateſt glories of your life, and fo ſhall be cele- 
brated by me. 

Liatreat your Lordſhip, if your leiſure and your 
health will permit, to let me know, when I can be 
a month with you at Brampton-caſtle; becauſe I 
have a great deal of buſineſs with you that relates 
to poſterity. Mr Mynett has, for ſome time, led 
me an uncomfortable life with his ill accounts of 
your health; but, God be thanked ! his ſtyle is of 
late much altered for the better. | 

My hearty and conſtant prayers are perpetually 
offered up, for the preſervation of you, and your 
excellent family. Pray, my Lord, write to me; 
or you never loved me, or | have done ſomething 
to deſerve your diſpleaſure. My Lord, and Lady 
Harriot, my Brother, and Siſter *, pretend to 
atone, by making me fine preſents 3 but I would 
have his Lordſhip know, that I would value two | 

ol his lines, more than two of his manors, &c. | 


CES: LET 


* The members of the Saturday's Club, all called one ano- x 
ther Brothers, and conſequently their wives were Sitters to the. | 
&vcral members. : 
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DR SWIFT TO MR WALL IS. 


1 R, | Dublin, Nov. 5, a 
OU ſtole in and out of town, without ſee- 
ing either the Ladies , or me +; which 
was very ungratefully done, conſidering the obli- 
gations you have to us, for lodging and dieting 
with you ſo long. Why did you not call in a 
morning at the deanry ? Beſides, we reckoned, 
for certain, that you came to ſtay a month or 
two, as you told us you intended. I hear you 
were ſo kind as to be at Laracor g, where I hope 
you planted ſomething ; and I intend to be down 
after Chriſtmas, where || you muſt continue a 
week. As for your plan, it is very pretty, too 
pretty for the uſe I intend to make of Laracor. 
All I would deſire is, what I mention in the pa- 


per 


Mrs Johnſon, (or Stella) and Mrs Dingley. The former 
was his concealed, but undoubted wife, being married to him-in 
the year 1710, by Dr Alhe, bilhop of Clogher, who had been 
his tutor. She died, January 27, 1727-8, aged 44, abſolute- 
ly deſtroyed,” as Lord Orrery-ſays, “ by the peculiarity of her 

> Subs.” 

+ And in the original, no doubt by miſtake. 

+ The Dean's vicarage-houſe there, where he intended to make 
ſever! improvements, is now totally ruined, though one of his 
biographers ſays, “he left it a convenient and agreeable retreat 
to his icccefior, at a conſiderable expence.“ 

| Thc Dean, it may be ſuppoſed, rather meant when.. 
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per I left you, except a walk down to the canal. 
I ſuppoſe your project would coſt me ten pounds, 
and a conſtant gardener. Pray come to town, and 
ſtay ſome time, and repay yourſelf ſome of your 
dinners. I wonder how a miſchief you came to 
miſs us. Why did you not ſet out a Monday, 
like a true country parſon ? Beſide, you lay a 
load on us, in ſaying one chief end of your jour- 
ney was to ſee us; but I ſuppoſe there might be 
another motive, and you are like the man that 
died of love and the cholic. Let us know whe- 
ther you are more or leſs monkith, how long 
you found yourſelf better by our company, and 
how long before you recovered the charges we 
put you to. The Ladies aſſure you of their hear- 
iy ſervices, and I am, with great truth and ſince- 
rity, | | | 7 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
J. SWIFT. 


E ENT T 


DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN, 


Dublin, Dec. 22, 1722. 

HAT care we, whether you ſwim or 

ſink? Is this a time to talk of boats, 

or a time to fail in them, when I am ſhudder- 

ing? or a time to build boat-houſes, or pay. for 
carriage ? No. But, towards Summer, I promiſe 
hereby, 
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hereby, under my hand, to ſubſcribe a (guinea) # 
| ſhilling for one; or, if you pleaſe me, what is 

blotted out, or ſomething thereabouts ; and the 
Ladies ſhall ſubſcribe three thirteens betwixt 
them, and Mrs Brent a penny, and Robert and 
Archy halfpence a-piece, and the old man and 
woman a farthing each: In ſhort, I will be your 
collector, and we will ſ-nd it down full of wine, 
a fortnight before we go at Whitſuntide. You 
will make eight thouſand blunders in your plant- 
ing; and wao can help it ? for I cannot be with 
you. My horſes eat hay, and I hold my viſita- 
tion on January 7th, juſt in the midſt of Chriſt- 
mas. Mrs Brent is angry, and {wears as much as 
a fanatic can do, that ſhe will ſubſcribe ſixpence 
to your boat. Well, I ſhall be a country man 
when you are not. We are now at Mr Fad's 
with Dan. and Sam.; and I-ſteal out while they 
are at cards, like a lover writing to his miſtreſs, 
We have no news in our town. The La- 
dies have left us to-day ; and 1 promiſed them, 
that you would carry your club to Arlellagh, 
when you are weary of one another. You ex- 
preſs your happineſs, with grief in one hand, and 
ſorrow in the other. What fowl have you but 
the weep ? what hares, but Mrs Macfadden's 
grey hairs? what peaſe, put your own ? . Your 
mutton and your weather are both very bad, 
and ſo is your weather-mutton. Wild fowl is 
what we like —How will this letter get to 

you? 


»The word (guinea) is ruck through with a pen in the. copy. 
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you ?—A fortnight good from this morning. 


0 5 You will find Quilca not the thing it was laſt 
Auguſt; no body to reliſh the lake; no body 

: to ride over the downs; no trout to be caught; 

no dining over a well; no night heroics, no 

| morning epics; no ſtolen hour when the wife is 
; gone; no creature to call you names. Poor 
| miſcrable Mr Sheridan! No blind harpers ; no 


journeys to Rantavan ! Anſwer all this, and be 
my magnus Apollo. We have new plays, and 
new Iybels; and nothing valuable is old, but 
Stella, whoſe bones ſhe recommends to you. 
Dan. * defires to know whether you ſaw the ad- 
bs vertiſement of your being robbed. And ſo I 
conclude, . Your's, &c. 


g 
f 
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MR GAY TO DR SWIFT, 


Dr ar SIR, London, Dec. 22, 1722. 
FTER every poſt-day, for theſe eight or 

. nine years, I have been troubled with an 
uneafineſs of ſpirit, and at laſt J have reſolved 
to get rid of it, and write to you. I don't de- 
ſerve you ſhould think fo well of me as I really 
deſerve; for I have not profeſſed to you, that I 
love you as much as ever 1 did : But you are the 
only perion of my acquaintance almoſt, that does 
not 


The Rev. Mr Dan. Jackſon. 
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not know it. Whoever JI ſee, that comes from 


Ireland, the firſt queſtion I aſk is after your 
health ; of which I-had the pleaſure to hear 
very lately from Mr Berkeley. I think of you 
very often: Nobody wiſhes you better, or longs 


more to ſee you. Duke Diſney, who knows 


more news than any man alive, told me I ſhould 
certainly meet you at the Bath this ſeaſon : But I 
had one comfort in being difappointed, that you 
did not want it for your health. I was there for 
near eleven weeks for a cholic, that I have been 
often troubled with of late; but have not found 
all the benefit I expected. 

J lodge, at preſent, in Burliagton-houſe, and 
have received many civilities from many great 
men, but very few real benefits. They wonder 
at each other for not providing for me; and [ 
wonder at them all. Experience has given me 
ſome knowledge of them; ſo that I can ſay, that 
it is not in their power to diſappoint me. You 
find I talk to you of myſelf; I wiſh you would 
reply to me in the ſame manner. I hope, tho? 
you have not heard of me ſo long, I have not 
loſt my credit with you ; but that you will think 
of me in the ſame manner, as when you eſpouſed 
my caufe ſo warmly ; which my gratitude never 
can forget. I am, dear Sir, your moſt obliged 
and fincere humble ſervant, J. GAY. 

P. 8. Mr Pope, upon reading over this letter, 
deſired me to tell you, that he has been juſt in 
the ſame ſentiments with me in regard to you 


and ſhall never forget his obligations to you, 
LET. 
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L E T T E R ec. 
DR SWIFT TO MR GAY. 


Dublin, Jan. 8, 1722-3. 
OMING home after a ſhort Chriſtmas ram- 
ble, I found a letter upon my table; and 


little expected, when J opened it, to read your 


name at the bottom. The beſt and greateſt part 
of my life, until theſe laſt eight years, I ſpent 
in England; there I made my friendſhips, and 
there I left my deſires. I am condemned for 
ever to another country. What is in prudence 
to be done? I think, to be oblituſque meorum, 
ebliviſcendus et illis. What can be the deſign of 
vour letter but malice, to wake me out of a 
ſcurvy fleep, which however is better than none? 
I am towards nine years older ſince I left you; 
yet that is the leaſt of my alterations: My buſi- 
neſs, my diverſions, my converſations, are all 
cntirely changed for the worſe, and ſo are my 
ſtudies, and my amuſements in writing. Yet, after 


all, this humdrum way of life might be paſſable 


enough, if you would let me alone. I ſhall not 
be able to reliſh my wine, my parſons, my horſes, 
nor my garden, for three months, until the ſpirit 
you have raiſed ſhall be diſpoſſeſſed. I have 
{omctimes wondered, that J have not viſited you; 
but I have been ſtopped by too many reaſons, 
beſides years and lazineſs; and yet theſe are 


very 
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very good ones. Upon my rehurn after half a 
year amongſt you, there would be to me defederiz 
nec pudor nec madus. I was three years reconciling 
myſelf to the ſcene, and the buſineſs to which for- 
tune had condemned me; and ſtupidity was what 
I had recourſe to. Beſides, what a figure ſhould 
I make in London, while my friends are in 
poverty, exile, diſtreſs, or impriſonment, and my 
enemies with rods of iron ? Yet I often threaten 
myſelf with the journey, and am every Summer 
practiſing to get health to bear it: The only in- 
convenience is, that I grow old in the experiment. 
Although I care not to talk to you as a Divine, 
yet 1 hope you have not been author of your. 
cholic. Do you drink bad wine, or keep bad 
company ? Are you not as many years older as 
I? It will not be always, Et tibi quos mihi demp- 
ſerit apponet aumos. I am heartily ſorry you have 
any dealings with that ugly diſtemper, and I be- 
lieve our friend Arbuthnott will recommend you 
to temperance and exerciſe. I wiſh they could 
have as good an effect upon the giddineſs I am 
ſubject to, and which this moment I am not free 
from. I ſhould have been glad if you had length- 
ened your letter, by telling me the preſent condi- 
tion of many of my old acquaintance, Congreve, 
Arbuthnott, Lewis, &c. ; but you mention only 
Mr Pope, who, I believe, is lazy, or elſe he 
might have added three lines of his own. I am 
extremely glad he is not in your caſe of needing 


great men's favour, and could heartily wiſh that 
1 you 


| 
7 
) 
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you were in his. I have been conſidering why 


poets have ſuch ill ſucceſs in making their court; 


ſince they are allowed to be the greateſt and beſt 
of all flatterers. The defect is, that they flatter 
only in print or in writing, but not by word of 
mouth: They will give things under their hand, 
which they make a confcience of ſpeaking. Be- 
ſides, they are too libertine to haunt antecham- 


bers, too poor to bribe porters and footmen, and 


too proud to cringe to ſecond-hand favourites in 
a great family. Tell me, are you not under ori- 
ginal fin, by the dedication of your eclogues to 
Lord Bolingbroke ? I am an ill judge at this diſ- 
tance z and, beſides, am, for my cafe, utterly ig- 
norant of the commoneſt things that paſs in the 
world: But if all courts have a ſameneſs in them, 
(as the parſons phraſe it), things may be as they 
were in my time, when all employments went to 
parliament-men's friends, who had been uſeful in 
elections; and there was always a huge liſt of 
names in arrears at the Treaſury, which would at 
leaſt take up your ſeven years expedient to dif- 
charge even one half. I am of opinion, if you 
will not be offended, that the ſureſt courſe would 
be, to get your friend, who lodgeth in your houſe, 
to recommend you to the next chief governor who 
comes over here, for a good civil employment, 
or to be one of his ſecretaries z which your parlia- 
ment-men are fond enough of, when there is no 
room at home. The wine is good and reaſon- 
able; you may dine twice a-week at the deanry- 


Vol. XV. D d - houſe; 
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houſe; there is a ſet of company in this town, 
ſaflicient for one man; folks will admire you, 
| becauſe they have read you, and read of you; 
and a good employment will make you live tole- 
rably in London, or ſumptuouſly here; or, if 
you divide between both places, it will be for 
your health. | 

I with I could do more than ſay I love you. 
J left you in a good way, both for the late court, 
and the ſucceſſors; and by the force of too much 
honeſty, or too little ſublunary wiſdom, you felf 
between two ftools. Take care of your health 
and money; be leſs modeſt, and more active; or 
elſe turn parſon, and get a biſhoprick here : 
Would to God they would fend us as good ones 
from your fide ! 

I am ever, &c. 


ER Cel. 


MR POPE TO DR SWIFT. 


Jan. 12, 1723. 

1 FIND a rebuke in a late letter of your's, that 
both ſtings and pleaſeth' me extremely. Your 
ſaying that I ought to have writ a poſtſcript to 
my friend Gay's, makes me not content to write 
leſs than a whole letter; and your ſeeming to 
take his kindly, gives me hopes you will look up- 
on this as a ſincere effect of friendſhip. Indeed, 
as 


FF» 0 4 4. 5D. 
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as I cannot but own the lazineſs with which you 


tax me, and with which I may equally charge 
you, for both of us have had (and one of us hath 
both had and given *) a ſurfeit df writing; ſo I 
really thought you would know yourſelf to be ſo 
certainly entitled to my friendſhip, that it was a 
poſſeſſion you could not imagine ſtood in need 
of any futher deeds or writings to aſſure you of 
It, ; 

Whatever you ſeem to think of your with- 
drawn and ſeparate ſtate, at this diſtance, and in 
this abſence, Dean Swift fill lives in England, 
in every place and company where he would 
chule to live; and I find him in all the convertia- 
tions I keep, and in all the hearts in which I 


defire any ſhare. 


We have never met, theſe many years, without 
mention of you. Befides my old acquaintance, 
I have found, that all my friends of a later date 
are ſuch as were your's before. Lord Oxford, 
Lord Harcourt, and Lord Harley, may look 
upon me as one entailed upon them by you. 
Lord Bolingbroke is now returned (as I hope) to 
take me with all his other hereditary rights: And 
indeed he ſeems grown ſo much a philoſopher, 
as to ſet his heart upon ſome of them as little 
as upon the poet you gave him. It is ſure my ill 
fate, that all thoſe I moſt loved, and with whom 
I moiſt lived, muſt be baniſhed. After both of 


you left England, my conſtant hoſt was the bi- 


D d 2 {hop 


* Alluding to his large work on Homer, 
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ſhop of Rocheſter *. Sure, this is a nation that 
. * * » * 
is curſedly afraid of being over-run with too 
much politeneſs, and cannot regain one great 
genius, but at the expence of another +, I trem- 
ble for my Lord Peterborow, (whom I now 
lodge with); he has too much wit, as well as 
courage, to make a folid General 4: And if he 
eſcapes being baniſhed by others, I fear he will 
baniſh himſelf, This lcads me to give you ſome 
account of the manner of my life and converſa- 
tion; which has been infinitely more various 
and diſlipated, than when you knew me, and 
cared for me; and among all ſexes, parties, and 
profeſſions. A glut of ſtudy and retirement, in 
the firſt part of my life, caſt me into this; and 
this, I begin to ſec, will throw me again into 
ſtudy and retirement. 
The civilities I have met with from oppoſite 
ſets of people, have hindered me from being vio- 
lent 

* Dr Atterbury. 

+ The biſhop of Rocheſter thought this to be indeed the 
caſe; and that the price agreed on for Lord B.'s return, was his 
baniſhment : an imagination which ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed him 
when he went abroad, that all the expoſtulations of his friends 
could not convince him of the folly of it. arb. 

t This Mr Walch ſeriouſly thought to be the caſe, where, in 
a letter to Mr Pope, he favs,—** When we were in the North, 
«© my Lord Wharton ſhewed me a letter he had received from 
« a certain great General in Spain [Lord Peterborow]. I told 
« him, I would by all means have that General recalled, and 
«© ſet to writing here at home; for it was impoſſible, that a 
& man with fo much wit as he ſhewed, could be fit to command 
es an army, or do any other buſineſs.” Pope's works, vol. 7. 
let. 5. Sept. 9. 1796, Wars, | 
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tent or ſour to any party ; but at the ſame time, 
the obſervations and experiences I cannot but 
have collected, haye made me leſs fond of, and 
leſs ſurpriſed at any. I am therefore the more 
afflicted, and the more angry, at the violences and 
hardſhips I fee practiſed by either. The merry 
vein you knew me in, is ſunk into a turn of re- 
flection, that has made the world pretty indiffe- 
rent to me; and yet I have acquired a quietnefs 
of mind, which by ſits improves into a certain 
degree of chearfulnefs, enough to make me juſt 
ſo good humoured as to wiſh that world well. 
My friendihips are increated by new ones, yet no 
part of the warmth I felt for the old is diminith- 
ed. Averſions I have none, but to knaves, (for 
fools 1 have learned to bear with); and ſuch F 
cannot be commonly civil to; for I think thoſe 
men are next to knaves who converſe with them. 
The greateſt man in power of this ſort, ſhall hard- 
ly make me bow to him, unleſs I had a perſonal 
obligation, and that I will take care not to have. 
The top pleaſure of my life is one I learned from 
you, both how to gain, and how to uſe, the free- 
dom of friendſhip with men much my ſuperiors. 
To have pleaſed great men, according to 3 
is a praiſe z but not to have flattered them, and 
yet not have dilpleaſed them, is a greater. I 
have carefully avoided all intercourſe with poets : 
and ſcribblers, unleſs where, by great chance, I 
have found a modeſt one. By theſe means I have 
had no quarrels with any perſonally z none have 
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been enemies, but who were alſo ſtrangers to me; 
and as there is no great need of an eclairciſſement 
with ſuch, whatever they writ or ſaid, I never 
retaliated ; not only never ſeeming to know, but 
often really never knowing, any thing of the 
matter. There are very few things that give me 
the anxiety of a with ; the ſtrongeſt J have, would 
be to paſs my days with you, and a few ſuch as 
you : But fate has diſperſed them all about the 
world; and J find to with it, is as vain, as to wiſh 
to ſee the millenium and the kingdom of the juſt 
upon earth. | 

If I have finned in my long filence, conſider 
there 1s one to whom you yourſelf have been as 
great a ſinner. As ſoon as you ſce his hand, you 
will learn to do me juſtice, and feel in your heart 
how long a man may be ſilent to thoſe he truly 
loves and reſpects. 


DES ere 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 


AM not ſo lazy as Pope, and therefore you 
muſt not expect from me the ſame indul- 
gence to lazineſs, In defending his own cauſe, he 
pleads your's; and becomes your advocate, while 
he appeals to you as his judge. You will do the 
ſame on your part; and I, and the reſt of your 
common friends, ſhall have great juſtice to ex- 


pect 
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pect from two ſuch righteous tribunals. You 
reſemble perfectly the two ale-houſe keepers in 
Holland, who were at the ſame time burgomaſters 
of the town, and taxed one another's bill alter- 
nately. I declare, before-hand, I will not ſtand to 
the award. My title to your friendſhip is good, 
and wants neither deeds nor writings to confirm 
it: But annual acknowledgements at leaſt are ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve it; and I begin to ſuſpect, by 
your defrauding me of them, that you hope in 
time to diſpute it, and to urge preſcription againft 
me. I would not ſay one word to you about my- 
ſelf, ſince it is a ſubject on which you appear to 
have no curioſity, was it not to try how far the 
contraſt between Pope's fortune and manner of 
life, and mine, may be carried. 

I have been, then, infinitely more uniform, and 
leſs diſſipated, than when you knew me, and cared 
for me. That love which I uſed to ſcatter with 
ſome profuſion among the female kind, has been 
theſe many years devoted to one object. A great 
many misfortunes, (for ſo they are called, tho? 
ſometimes very improperly), and a retirement 
from the world, have made that juſt and nice 
diſcrimination between my acquaintance and my 
friends, which we have ſeldom fagacity enough 
to make for ourſelves ; thoſe inſects of various 
hues, which uſed to hom and buz about me 
while I ſtood in the ſun-ſhine, have diſappeared 
fince I lived in the ſhade. No man comes to a 
hermitage, but for the ſake of the hermit. A 


few 


* 


= 
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few philoſophical friends come often to mine; 
and they are ſuch as you would be glad to live 
with, if a dull climate, and duller company, have 
not altered you extremely from what you was 
ind years ago. 8 

_ The hoarſe voice of party, was never heard in 
this quiet place; gazettes and pamphlets are ba- 


niſhed from it: And if the lucubrations of Iſaac 


Bickerſtaff be admitted, this diſtinction is owing 
to ſome ſtrokes, by which it is judged, that this 
Muſtrious philoſopher had (like the Indian Fohu, 
the Grecian Pythagoras, the Perſian Zoroaſter, 
and others, his precurſors, among the Zabians, 
Magians, and the Egyptian ſeers), both his out- 


ward, and his inward doctrine, and that he was 


of no fide at the bottom. When J am there, I 
forget I ever was of any party myſelf; nay, I am 
often ſo happily abſorbed by the abſtracted reaſon 
of things, that I am ready to imagine, there never 
was any ſuch monſter as party. Alas! Jam ſoon 
awakened from that pleaſing dream, by the Greek 
and Roman hiſtorians, by Guicciardine, by Ma- 
chiavel, and Thuanus; for I have vowed to read 


no hiſtory of our own country, till that body of 


it which you promiſe to finiſh appears “. 

I am under no apprehenſion, that a glut of 
ſtudy and retirement ſhould caſt me back into the 
hurry of the world; on the contrary, the ſingle 
regret which I ever feel, is, that I fell fo late into 
this courſe of life: My philoſophy grows conſirm- 


See note, p. 263. above. 
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ed by habit; and if you and I meet again, I will 
extort this approbation from you: Jam non conſilio 
bonus, ſed more eo perductus, ut non tantum recte fa- 
cere pofſim, ſed niſi refe facere non paſſim. The little 
incivilitics I have met with from oppoſite ſets of 
people, have been fo far from rendering me vio- 
lent or ſour to any, that I think myſelf obliged to 
them all. Some have cured me of my fears, by 
ſhowing me how impotent the malice of the 
world is; others have cured me of my hopes, by 
ſhewing how precarious popular friendſhips are ; - 
all have cured me of ſurpriſe. In driving me out 
of party, they have driven me out of curſed com- 
pany ; and in ſtripping me of titles, and rank and 
citate, and ſuch trinkets, which every man that 
will, may ſpare, they have given me that which no 
man can be happy without. 

Reflection and habit have rendered the world 
ſo indifferent to me, that I am neither afMicted 
nor rejoiced, angry nor pleaſed, at what happens 
in it, any farther than perſonal friendſhips intg- 
reſt me in the affairs of it; and this principle ex- 
tends my cares bat a little way. Perfect tranquil- 
lity is the general tenor of my life: Good digeſ- 
tions, ſerene weather, and ſome other mechanic 
ſprings, wind me above it now and then, but I 
never fall below it; I am ſometimes gay, but I am 
never ſad. I have gained new friends, and have 
loſt ſome old ones. My acquiſitions of this kind 
give me 2 good deal of pleaſure, becauſe they 
have not been made lightly. I know no vows ſo 

; ſolemn, 


** 
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ſolemn, as thoſe of friendſhip ; and therefore, a 
pretty long noviciate of acquaintance ſhould, me- 
thinks, precede them. My loſſes of this kind, give 
me but little trouble: I contributed nothing to 
them; and a friend who breaks with me unjuſtly, 
is not worth preſerving. As ſoon as I leave this 
town, (which will be in a few days), I ſhall fall 
back into that courſe of life, which keeps knaves 
and fools at a great diſtance from me. I have an 
averſion to them both; but, in the ordinary courſe 
of life, I think I can bear the ſenfible knave; bet- 
ter than the fool. One muſt, indeed, with the 
former, be in ſome or other of the attitudes of 
thoſe wooden men, whom I have ſeen before a 
ſword-cutler's ſhop- in Germany: But even in 
theſe conſtrained poſtures, the witty raſcal will 
divert me; and he that diverts me, docs me a 
great deal of good, and lays me under an ovliga- 
tion to him, which I am not obliged to pay him 
in another coin. The fool obliges me to be al- 
moſt as much upon my guard as the knave, and 
he makes me no amends ; he numbs me like the 
torpor, or he teazes me like the fly. This is the 
picture of an old friend, and more like him, than 
that will be which you once aſked, and which he 
will ſend you, if you continue ſtill to defire it.— 
Adieu, dear Swift: With all thy faults, I love thee 
entirely ; make an effort, and love me on with 
all mine, : 


LET- 


— 


5 
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L X T 1 R EL 
DR SWIFT TO THE DUKE OF GRAF TON. 


My LoRD, Dublin, Fan. 24, 1722-3. 


RECEIVED lately from the Dean of Downe, 

a favourable meſſage from your Grace, re- 
lating to a clergyman, who married my near re- 
lation, and whoſe eſtate is much incumbered by a 
long ſuit at law. T return my moſt humble ac- 
knowledgments, for your Grace's favourable an- 
ſwer. I can aſſure your Grace, that in thoſe 
times, when I was thought to have ſome credit 
with perſons in power, I never uſed it to my own 
intereſt, and very rarely for that of others, unlefs 
where it was for the public advantage ; neither 


ſhall I ever be a troubleſome, or common peti- 


tioner, to your Grace. I am ſorry the Archbiſhop 
of Dublin * ſhould interpoſe in petty matters, 
when he has juſtly ſo much weight in things of 
greater moment. How ſhall we, the humbleſt of 
your addreſſers, make our way to the ſmalleſt 
mark of your favour ? I deſired your Secretary, 
Mr Hopkins, (whom J have long known) to deal 
plainly with me, as with a man forgotten, and out 
of the world; and if he thought my requeſt un- 
reaſonable, I would drop it. This he failed to 
do; and therefore I here complain of him to your 

| | Grace, 


Dr King, 


— ie. > ooo on 4 if 
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Grace, and will do ſo to himſelf, becauſe I have 
long done with Court anſwers. 

I heartily wiſh your Grace full ſucceſs, in all 
your great and good endeavours, for the ſervice 
of your country, and particularly of this king- 
dom; and am, with the greateſt reſpect, my 
Lord, your Grace's moſt obedient, and moſt 


humble ſervant, 
| JONATH. SWIFT. 


L k TT EMA CCL 


MR GAY TO DR SWIFT. 


| London, Feb. 3, 1722-3. 
OU made me happy in anſwering my laſt 
letter, in ſo kind a manner, which, to 

common appearance, I did not deſerve ; but I 
believe you gueſſed my thoughts, and knew that 
IT had not forgot you, and that I always loved 
you. When I found that my book was not ſent 

to you by Tooke, Jervais undertook it, and 
gave it to Mr Maxwell, who married a niece of 
Mr Meredith's. I am ſurpriſed you have heard 


nothing of it ; but Jervais has promiſed me to 


to write about it, ſo that I hope you will have it 
delivered to you ſoon. Mr Congreve I ſee often: 
He always mentions you, with the ſtrongeſt ex- 
preſſions of eſteem and friendſhip. He labours 
Kill under the ſame afflictions, as to his ſight and 

I gout 
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gout ; but, in his intervals of health, he has not 
loſt any thing of his chearful temper. I paſſed all 
the laſt ſeaſon with hin at the Bath, and I have 
great reaſon to value myſelf upon his friendſhip ; 

for I am ſure he ſincerely withes me well. We 
_ pleaſed ourſelves with the thoughts of ſeeing you 
there; but Duke Diſney, who knows more intel- 
ligence than any body beſides, chanced to give us 
a wrong information. If you had been there, the 
Duke promiſed, upon my giving him notice, to 
make you a viſit, He often talks of you, and 
wiſhes to fee you. 

I was two or three days ago at Dr Arbuthnott' s, 
who told me, he wrote you three letters, but had 
received no anſwer. He charged me to ſend you 
his advice, which is, to come to England, and fee 
your friends. This, he affirms, (abſtracted from 
the deſire he has to ſee you), to be very good for 
your health. He thinks that you're going to 
Spa; and drinking the waters there, would be of 
great ſervice to you, if you have reſolution enough 
to take the journey. But he would have you try 
England firſt. I like the preſcription very much, 
but I own I have a fcli-intereſt in it; for your 
taking this journey, would certainly do me a 
great deal of good. Pope has juſt now embarked 
himſelf in another great undertaking, as an au- 
chor; for, of late, he has talked only as a garde- 
ner. He has engaged to tranſlate the Odyſſey in 
three years, I believe rather out of a proſpect of 


gain, than inclination; for I am perfuaded he 
Vol. XV. Ze bore 


75 
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bore his part in the loſs of the South-ſea. He 
lives moſtly at Twickenham, and amuſes himſelf 
in his houſe and garden. I ſupped, about a fort- 
night ago, with Lord Bathurſt and Lewis, at Dr 
Arbuthnott'ss Whenever your old acquaintance 
meet, they never fail of expreſſing their want of 
you. I wiſh you would come, and be convinced 
that what I tell you is true. 

As for the reigning amuſement of the town, it 
is entirely muſic, real fiddles, baſs viols, and 
hautboys; not poetical harps, lyres, and reeds. 
There's no body allowed to ſay, I ing, but an 
Eunuch, or an Italian woman. Every body is 
grown, now, as great a judge of muſic, as they 
were, in your time, of poetry ; and folks that 


could not diſtinguiſh one tune from another, now 


daily diſpute about the different ſtiles of Handel, 
Bononcini, and Attilio. People have now forgot 
Homer and Virgil, and Czfar; or, at leaſt, they 
have loſt their ranks. For in London, and Weſt- 
minſter, in all polite converſations, Seneſino is 
daily voted to be the greateſt man that ever 
lived. | | 

I am obliged to you for your advice, as I have 
been formerly for your alliſtance in introducing 
me into buſineſs. I ſhall this year be a commiſ- 
ſioner of the ſtate-lottery, which wilt be worth to 


me a hundred and fifty pounds. And I am not 


vithout hopes, that I have friends, that will 
think of ſome better and more certain proviſion 


for me. You ſee I talk to you of myſelf, as a 
. thing 
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thing of conſequence to you. I judge by myſelf; 
for to hear of your health and happineſs, will al- 
ways be one of my greateſt ſatisfactions. Every 
one that I have named in the letter, give their fer- 
vice to you. I beg you to give mine, Mr Pope's, 
and Mr Kent's , to Mr Ford. I am, dear Sir, 


your moſt faithful, and moſt hurable ſervant, 
J. GAY. 


L. E T T ER SL. 


DR SWIFT TO MR WALLIS. 


S I R, Dublin, Feb. 12, 1722-3. 
WOULD have been at Laracor and Ath- 
boy . before now, if an ugly depending 


1 24 n+ 224 1 * FI'L. $44 2 
chapter-uniters 1 Hog? Het Go 1018 


is a lay difficulty that concerns the government, 
the archbiſhop 5, the chapter, the dean |}, Dr 
Howard J, and Robin Grattan +; and I know 

Ee 2 5 not 


* A celebrated improver, to whom Pope, ſpeaking of Eſher, 

a ſcat of the late Mr Pelham's, pays a moſt elegant compliment : 
© Where Kent and Nature vie for Pelham's love.” 

+ Mr Wallis's living near Laracor. 

Probably the diſpoſal of the curacy of St Bridget's, Dublin, 
in which the Dean eſpouſed the intereſt of Mr Robert Grattan, 

9 Dr King, then Archbiſhop of Dublin. 

|| Dr Swift himſelf, 

« Afterwards Bithop of Elphin. | 

+ Afterwards curate of St Bridget's, hoody of St Au- 
deon's, and one of the Dean's ten executors. To this Mr 


Grattan, 
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not whether it will be determined in a month. 
All my deſign is, to job for Robin Grattan ; but 
the reſt have their different ſchemes and politics, 
too deep, and too contemptible for me to trouble 
myſelf about them. Mean time you grow ne- 
gligent, and the improvements at Laracor are 
forgotten.— I beg you will ſtep thither for a day 
or two, and do * what is neceſſary now, be- 
fore the ſeaſon is too late; and I will come when 
this affair is over, and bring down wine (which 
will not be ready 'till then, for it is but juſt bot- 
tled) and we will be merry at your houſe and 

my cottage. | 
I ſent your memorial, drawn up myſelf, with 
my opinion upon it, and a letter to Dr Kear- 
ney +, to recommend it to the primate T. I 
likewiſe deſired Mr Morgan to ſecond it. I have 
in vain hitherto ſought Dr Kearney, but ſhall 
find him ſoon; and I intend to engage Dr 
Worth g, and Mr Croſs ||: And probably all may 
come to nothing—Sed quid tentare nocebit? The 
ladies are as uſually Mrs Johnſon eats an ounce 
a-weck, which frights me from dining with her. 
| My 


Grattan, (who was one of the ſeven ſons of Dr Grattan, a vene- 


rable and hofpitable clergyman) Swift Khimſically bequeathed 
his „ bottle-ſcrew, his ſecond-beſt beaver, and his ſtrong box, 
« on condition of his giving the ſole uſe of the ſaid box to his 
« brother, Dr James Grattan, (a phylician) during the life of 
« the {aid Doctor, who had more occaſion for it.” 

The word in the original is illegible. 

+. Treafurer of Armagh. + Dr Lindfay. 

$ An eminent phyſician, {| Rector of St Mary's, Dublin. 


Py, OO vw nw $g 


CORRESPONDENCE. 329 


My crew * has drunk near three hogſheads ſince 
I came to town, and we muſt take up with new 
when I come down. I ſuppoſe you are in the 
midſt of ſpleen and juſtice. I have often an ill 
head, and am fo fortunate as to pick out rainy 
days to ride in. What is it to you that old 
Pooley the painter is dead ? | r 
I am ever your's, 


EFSWIFT.: 


E T FR BR: ADE 


LADY M To DR SWIFT. 


DEAR SIR, (Indorſed, Received 20th Feb. 1723.) 
T is impoſſible for you to imagine with what 
ſatisfaction I received your kind letter; and 
though I had been ſo long without hearing from 
you, I could never impute it to want of friend- 
ſhip, in one whoſe goodneſs to me hath always 
been abundantly more than I could deferve. I 
had writ often to you; but, having no ſafe con- 
veyance, choſe rather to enquire after your 
health and welfare, of ſome people that could 
give me an account of it. And ] do aſſure you, 
from the bottom of my heart, there is not a 
perſon living I have a greater friendſhip for, than 
yourſelf, and ſhall have to the end of my life. 
indeed, now, I can only ſhew it in expreſſions, 
E but 


* Meaning, perhaps, kis chapter, 


Tas 
1 
2 

* 
. 
7 13 

"I'M 
17h 
Id 
Py 

Pe” © 
WK, 
4 
. * 
3 
* 
RA 
*, 
bp 4 
4 
* 
4 
* 


2 


330 DEAN SWIF T's 


but I flatter myſelf you believe them ſincere. I 
long to ſee you at my retired habitation, where 
you will meet with a moſt hearty welcome, and 
faithful friends, and none more ſo, than her who 


is your moſt affectionate humble ſervant, 
| A.M 


M. 
My Lord, children, bro- | 
ther and fiſter, are your 

humble ſervants. 


L E T T E R CCCXIV. 
DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 
Clonfert, Aug. 3, 1723. 


O; I cannot poſſibly be with you ſo ſoon 
there are too many rivers, bogs, and 


mountains between: Beſides, when I leave this, I 


ſhall make one or two ſhort viſits in my way to 
Dublin, and hope to be in town by the end of 
this month; though it will be a bad time in the 
hurry of your louſy p———t. Your dream is 
wrong; for this Biſhop “ is not able to lift a cat 


upon my ſhoulders. But if you are for a curacy 


of twenty-five pounds a-year, and ride five miles 
every Sunday, to preach to ſix beggars, have at 
you. And yet this is no ill country; and the 
Biſhop has made, in four months, twelve miles of 
ditches, from his houſe to the Shannon, if you 


talk 
* Dr Theophilus Bolton, afterwards Biſhop of Elphin, and 


Archbiſhop of Caſhel, 
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talk of improving. How are you this moment ? 
Do you love or hate. Quilca the moſt of all 
places ? Are you in or out of humour with the 
world, your friends, your wife, and your ſchool? 
Are the ladies in town, or in the country? If I 
knew, I would write to them ; and how are they 
in health? Quilca (let me ſee) you ſee I can (if 
I pleaſe) make parentheſes (as well as others) 1s 
about a hundred miles from Clonfert; and I am 
half weary with the four hundred I have rode. 
With love and ſervice, and ſo adieu. 
Your's, &c. 


L E TT E ͤ 6Ä———ͥ 


FROM DR SWIFT. 


Dublin, Sept. 20, 1723. 

ETURNING from a Summer expedition of 
four months on account of my health, I 
found a letter from you, with an appendix longer 
than your's, from Lord Bolingbroke. I believe 
there is not a more miſerable malady than an 
unwillingneſs to write letters to our beſt friends; 
and a man might be philoſopher enough, in 
ſinding out reaſons for it. One thing is clear, 
that it ſhews a mighty difference betwixt friend- 
{hip and love, for a lover (as I have heard) is al- 
ways ſcribbling to his miſtreſs. If I could not 
permit myſelf to believe what your civility makes 
| you 


*. 
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you ſay, that I am ſtill remembered by my friends 
in England, I am in the right to keep myſelf 
here Nen ſum qualis eram. I left you in a pe- 
riod of life, when one year does more execution 
than three at. your's ; to which if you add the 
dulneſs of the air, and of the people, it will make 
a terrible ſum. I have no very ſtrong faith in 


you pretenders to retirement; you are not of an 


age for it, nor have gone through either good or 
bad fortune enough to go into a corner, and 
form concluſions de contemptu munditt fuga ſoul! ; 
unleſs a poet grows weary of too much ap- 
plauſe, as miniſters do of too much eight of 
buſineſs. | 

Your happineſs is greater than youre merit, in 
chuſing your favourites ſo indifferently among 
either party. This you owe, partly to your educa- 
tion, and partly to your genius employing you 
in an art in which faction has nothing to do; 
for I ſuppoſe Virgil and Horace are equally read 
by Whigs and Tories. You have no more to do 
with the conſtitution of church and ſtate, than a 
Chriſtian at Conſtantinople ; and you are fo 
much the wiſer and the happier, becauſe bot! 


parties will approve your poetry, as long as you 


are known to be of neither. 
Your notions of friendſhip are new to me *, 


I believe every man is born with his gruantrm ; 


and he cannot give to one, without robbing an- 
other. I very well know to whom I would give 
the 


— 


Fet they are the Chriſtian notions. urb. 
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the firſt places in my friendſhip, but they are not 
in the way: I am condemned to another ſcene z 
and therefore I diſtribute it in penny-worths to 
thoſe about me, and who diſpleaſe me leaſt; 
and ſhould do the ſame to my fellow-priſoners, 
if I were condemned to jail. I can likewiſe tole- 
rate knaves much better than fools, becauſe their 
knavery does me no hurt in the commerce I have 
with them; which, however, I own is more dan- 
gerous, though not fo troubleſome as that of 
fools. I have often endeavoured to eſtabliſh a 
friendſhip among all men of genius, and would 
fain have it done: They are ſeldom above three 
or four contemporaries; and if they could be 
united, would drive the world before them. I 
think it was ſo among the poets in the time of 
Auguſtus z but eavy, and party, and pride, have 
hindered it amongſt us. I do not include the 
ſubalterns, of which you are ſeldom without a 
large tribe. Under the name of poets and ſcrib- 
blers, I ſuppoſe you mean the fools you are con- 
tent to ſee ſometimes, when they happen to be 
modeſt ; which was not frequent among them, 
while I was in the world. 

I would deſcribe to you my way of living, if 
any method could be called ſo in this country. I 
chuſe my companions among thoſe of leaſt conſe- 
quence, and moſt compliance. I read the moſt 
trifling books I can find; and whenever I write, 
it is upon the moſt trifling ſubjects : But riding, 
walking, and ſleeping, take up eighteen” of the 

twenty= 
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_ twenty-four hours. I procraſtinate more than T. 


did twenty years ago; and have ſeveral things to 
finiſh, which I put off to twenty years hence: Hic 
eft vita folutorum, &c. I fend you the compli 
ments of a friend of your's, who hath paſſed 
four months this Summer with two grave ac- 
quaintances at his country-houſe, without ever 
once going to Dublin, which is but eight miles 


diſtant ; yet when he returns to London, I will 


engage you ſhall find him as deep in the Court of 
Requeſts, the park, the opera's, and the coffee- 
houſe, as any man there. I am now with him 
for a few days. 


You muſt remember me with great affeAion to 


Dr Arbuthnott, Mr Congreve, and Gay.—T 
think there are no more edem tertis's between 
you and me, except Mr Jervais, to whoſe houſe 
I addreſs this, for want of knowing where you 


: 


live: For it was not clear from your laſt, whe- 


ther, you lodge with Lord Peterborow, or, Wy: 
with you. I am ever, &c. 


1. E T TE R | CCCXVL 
DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


| Received 17th 
DraR SIR, wn Nov. 1723. 


HAVE as good a right to invade your foli- 
tude, as Lord B-——-, Gay or Pope, and 


you ſee I make uſe of it. I know you with us all 


at 
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at the Devil, for robbing a moment from your 
vapours and vertigo. It is no matter for that; 
you ſhall have a ſheet of paper every poſt, till you 
come to yourſelf. By a paragraph in your's to 
Mr Pope, I find you are in the caſe of the man, 
who held the whole night by a broom-buſh, and 
found, when day-light appeared, he was within 
two inches of the ground. Vou don't ſeem to 
know how well you ſtand with our great folks. 
I myſelf have been at a great man's table, and 
have heard, out of the mouths of violent Iriſh 
Whigs, the whole table-talk turn upon your 
commendation. If it had not been upon the ge- 
neral topic of your good qualities, and the good 
you did, I ſhould have grown jealous of you. 
My intention in this, is not to expoſtulate, but to 
do you good. I know how unhappy a vertigo 
makes any body, that has the misfortune to be 
troubled with it. I might have been deep in it 
mylaf, if I had a-mind; and I will propoſe a 
cure for you, that I will pawn my reputation up- 
on. TI have of late ſent ſeveral patients in that 
caſe to the Spa, to drink there of the Geronſter 
water, which will not carry from the ſpot. It 
has ſucceeded marvellouſly with them all. There 
was indeed one who relapſed a little this laſt 
Summer; becauſe he would not take my advice, 
and return to his courſe, that had been too ſhort 
the year before. But becauſe the inſtances of- 
eminent men are moſt conſpicuous, Lord Whit- 
worth, our plenipotentiary, had this diſeaſe, 

| (which, 
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(which, by the way, is a little diſqualifying for 
that employment): He was ſo bad, that he was 
often forced to catch hold of any thing to keep 
him from falling. I know he has recovered, by 
the uſe of that water, to ſo great a degree, that 
he can ride, walk, or do any thing as formerly. 
I leave this to your conſideration. Your friends 
here wiſh to ſee you, and none more than myſelf; 
but I really don't adviſe you to ſuch a journey, to 
gratify them, or myſelf ; but I am almoſt confi- 
dent, it would, do you a great deal of good. 'The 
Dragon is juſt the old man, when he is rouſed. 
He is a little deaf, but has all his other good and 
bad qualities juſt as of old. Lord B is mnch 
improved in knowledge, manner, and every 
thing elſe. The ſhaver * is an honeſt friendly 
man, as before: He has a good deal to do to 
ſmother his Welſh fire, which, you know, he 
has in a greater degree than ſome would imagine, 
He poſts himſelf a good part of the year in ſome 
warm houſe, wins the Ladies' money at ombre, 
and convinces them that they are highly obliged 
to him. Lord and Lady M- +, Mr Hill, and 
Mrs Hill, often remember you with affection. 


As for your humble ſervant, with a great ſtone 


in his right kidney, and a family of men and 
women to provide for, he is as chearful as ever 


in public affairs. He has kept, as Tacitus ſays, 
1 Medium 


* Eraſmus Lewis, Eſq; who, in Dr Swift's imitation of Ho- 
race, Ep. vii. B, T. is ſo called: | 
„ This Lewis is an errant ſhaver,” 


1 Maſham, 
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Medium iter inter vile ſervitium et abruptam contu- 
maciam. He never rails at a great man, but to his 
face; which, I can aſſure you, he has had both 
the'opportunity and licence to do. He has ſome 


few weak friends, and fewer enemies : If any, he 


is low enough to be rather deſpiſed, than puſhed 
at by them. I am, faithfully, dear Sir, your af- 


fectionate humble ſervant, | 


J. ARBUTHNOTT. 


L E T T ER 


THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND TO DR SWIFT. 
| 
SIR, December g, 1723. 
FIND by your's of the 6th November, which 
I did not receive till laſt night, that you 
have been ſo good as to remember your poor re- 
lation here. But as your three laſt never came 
to hand, I think it very happy, that you have 
kept your liberty thus long ; for I can't account 
for my not receiving them any other way, than 
that they were ſtopped in the poſt-office, and in- 
terpreted, as moſt innocent things are, to mean 
{ſomething very diſtant from the intention of the 
writer or actor. 

I am ſurpriſed at the account you give me of 
that part of Ireland you have been in: For the 
beſt I expect from that grateful country, is to be 
forgotten by the inhabitants. For to remember 

VoL. XV. F-* hs. 
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with any kindneſs, one under the frowns of the 
Court, is not a gift the Iriſh are endowed with. 


Iam very ſorry to hear you have got the ſpleen, 
where a man of your ſenſe muſt every day meet 


with things ridiculous enough to make you 
laugh, but I am afraid the jeſts are too low to 
do ſo. Change of air is the beſt thing in the 
world for your diſtemper. And if not to cure 
yourſelf, at leaſt, have ſo much goodneſs for 


your friends here, as to come and cure us; for 


it is a diſtemper we are over-run with. I am ſure 
your company would go a great way towards 
my recovery; for I aſſure you, nobody has a 


greater value for you than I have, and hope I 


mall have the good fortune to ſce you before 1 
die. 

I have no ſort of correſpondence with the per- 
ſon you have not feen, and wonder at nothing 


they do, or do not do. 


I will let your brother “ and mine know, that 
you remembered him, in my letter, He is as 
good a_man as lives. 

I am afraid you will wiſh you had not encou- 
raged my ſcribbling to you, when you find I am 
{till ſuch an infipid correſpondent ; but with that 
which I hope will make ſome amends, am, with 
great ſincerity and reſpect, your moſt faithful 
friend, and humble ſervant, M. ORMOND. 


LET. 


-* In the ſociety of ſixteen, Charles Lord Butler of Weſton, 
and Earl of Arran, brother to the Duke of Ormond, on whoſe 
attainder he was elected Chancellor the Univerſity of Oxford. 
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L I TT En Ren 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 


December 25, 1723. 

EVER letter came more opportunely, than 
your laſt. The gout had made me a ſe- 
cond viſit, and ſeveral perſons were congratulat- 
ing with me on the good effect of the waters, 
which had determined my former illneſs, to a 
diſtemper ſo deſirable. My toe pained me; theſe 
compliments tired me; and I would have taken 
my fever again, to give the gout to all the com- 
pany. At that inſtant, your letter was delivered 
to me. It cleared my brow, diverted my ill hu- 
mour, and at laſt made me forget my pain. I 
told the perſons, who were ſitting round my bed, 
and who teſtified ſome ſurpriſe at ſo ſudden a 
change, that this powerful epiſtle came from Ire- 
land. At which, to fay the truth, I did not ob- 
ſerve that their ſurprife diminiſhed. But the 
dulleſt fellow among them, who was a prieſt, 
(for that happens to be the caſe ſometimes in this 
country) told the others, that Ireland formerly 
had been called I:/ula ſanForum : That by the ac- 
quaintance he had at the Iriſh college, he made 
1 no 


* This letter appears to have been written from France, tho' 
Lord Bolingbroke had come over to England in the latter end 
of June this year, in order to plead his pardon, which had naf- 
ſed the ſcals on the 28th of May. 
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no doubt of her deſerving ſtill the ſame appella- 


1 tion: And chat they might be ſure, that the three 
6 . pages were filled with matiere d' edification, et ma- 
8 | tiere de confolation, which he hoped I would be fo 
34 good as to communicate to them. A learned 
i 2 | Roſycrucian of my acquaintance, who is a fool, 


of as much knowledge, and as much wit, as: 
| ever I knew in my life, ſmiled at the Doctor's ſim- 
. plicity; obſerved, that the effect was too ſudden 
** | for a cauſe ſo heavy in its operations; ſaid a great 
| many extravagant things about natural and theur- 
gie magic; and informed us, that though the ſages, 
who deal in occult ſciences, have been laughed 
out of ſome countries, and driven out of others, 
yet there are, to his knowledge, many of them in 
Ireland. I ſtopped theſe gueſſers, and others 
who were perhaps ready, by aſſuring them, that 
my correſpondent was ncither a ſaint, nor a con- 
jurer. They aſked me, what he was then? IT an- 
| ſwwered, that they ſhould know it from yourſelf ; 
and, opening your letter, I read to them, in 
French, the character which you draw of your- 
ſelf. Particular parts of it were approved or con- 
demned by every one, as every one's own habits 
induced them to judge ; but they all agreed, that 
my correſpondent ſtood in need of more fleep, 
more victuals, leſs ale, and better company. I 
defended you the beſt I could; and, bad as the 
cauſe was, I found means to have the laſt word, 
which, in diſputes, you know, is the capital 
point, The truth is, however, that I convinced 
| nobody, 
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nobody, not even the weakeſt of the company, 
that is, myſelf. 

I flatter my friendſhip for you with the hopes, 
that you are really in the caſe, in which you ſay, 
that our friend Pope ſeems to be; and that you 
do not know your own character. Or did you 
mean to amuſe yourſelf, like that famous painter, 
who, inſtead of copying Nature, tried, in one of 
his deſigns, how far it was poſſible to depart 
from his original ? Whatever your intention was, 
I will not be brought in among thoſe friends, 
whoſe misfortunes -have given them an habitual 
ſourneſs. I declare to you, once for all, that I 
am not unhappy; and that I never ſhall be fo, 
unleſs I fink under ſome phyſical evil. Retrench 
therefore the proportion of peeviſhneſs, which 
you ſet to my account. You might, for ſeveral 
other reaſons, retrench the proportions which 
you ſet to the account of others, and fo leave 
yourſelf without peevithneſs, or without excuſe. 
| T lament, and have always lamented, your being 
placed in Ireland; but you are worſe than pee- 
viſh,—you are unjuſt, when you ſay, that it was 
either not in the power, or will of a miniſtry, to 
place you in England. Write minifter, friend 
Jonathan, and ſcrape out the words, either, power, 
or ; after which the paſſage will run as well, and 
be conformable to the truth of things. I know 
but one man * who had power at that time; and 

„ that 
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that wretched man, had neither the will, nor the 
{kill, to make a good uſe of it. 

We talk of characters: Match me that, if you 
can, among all the odd phenomena which have 
appeared in the moral world. I have not a Ta- 
citus by me; but I believe that I remember 
your quotation, and, as a mark that I hit right, 
I make no comment upon it. As you deſcribe 
your public ſpirit, it ſeems to me to be a diſeaſe, 
as well as your peeviſhneſs. Your propoſals for 
reforming the ſtate, are admirable; and your 
ſchemes conciſe. With reſpect to your humble 
ſervant, you judge better than you did in a letter 
I received from you about four years ago. You 
ſcemed, at that time, not ſo afraid of the nightin- 
gale's falling into the ſerpent's mouth. This re- 
flection made me recolicct, that I writ you at that 
time, a long epiſtle in metre. After rummaging 
among my papers, I found it, and fend it with 
my letter: It will ſerve to entertain you the firſt 
faſt-day. I depend on the fidelity of your friend- 
ſhip, that it ſhall fall under no eye but your 
own. Adieu. 

I read in Lnglith, (for ſhe underſtands it), to a 
certain Lady, the paſſage of your letter, which 
relates to her. The Latin I moſt generouſly con- 
cealed. She detires you to receive the compli- 
ments of one, who is fo far from being cqual to 
fifty others of her ſex, that ſhe never found her. 
ſelt eq u to any one of them. She ſays, that ſhe 
has neu uer youth nor beauty; but that ſhe hopes, 

on 
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on the long and intimate acquaintance ſhe has 
had with you, when you meet, if that ever hap- 
pens, to caſt ſuch a miſt before your eyes, that 
you ſhall not perceive ſhe wants either of them. 


LE: E T1 N RERT 


ro HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD CARTERET, 
LOKD-LLIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. 


My Lo p, Abril 28, 1724. 
ANY of the principal perſons in this king- 
dom, diſtinguiſhed for their loyalty to 
his preſent Majeſty, hearing that I had the ho- 
nour to be known to your Excellency, have for 
ſome. time preſſed me very earneſtly, ſince you 
were declared Lord Lieutenant of this kingdom, 
to repreſent to your Excellency, the apprehen- 
ſions they are under, concerning Mr Wood's 
patent for coining half-pence to paſs in Ireland. 
Your Excellency knows the unanimous ſenti- 
ments of the parliament here upon that matter : 
And, upon enquiry, you will find, that there 
is not one perſon of any rank ar party in this 
whole kingdom, who does not look upon that 
patent as the moſt ruinous project that ever was 
contrived againſt any nation. Neither is it 
doubted, that, when your Excellency + ſhall be 
thoroughly informed, your juſtice and compaſ- 
ſion for an injured pcople, will force yon to em- 
ploy your credit for their relief. 


1 
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I have made bold to ſend you, incloſed, two 
ſmall tracts on this ſubject ; one written (as it is 
ſuppoſed) by the Earl of Abercorn ; the other 
is entitled to a Weaver, and ſuited to the' vulgar, 
but thought to be the work of a better hand. 

I hope your Excellency will forgive an old 
humble ſervant, and one who always loved and 
eſteemed you, for interfering in matters out of his 
province; which he would never have done, if 
many of the greateſt perſons here had not, by 
their importunity, drawn him out of his retire- 
ment, to venture giving you a little trouble, in 
hopes to ſave their country from utter deſtruc- 
tion, for which the memory of your government 


will be blefled by poſterity. 
I hope to have the honour of ſeeing your Ex- 


cellency here; and do promiſe, neither to be a 
frequent viſitor, nor troubleſome ſolicitor, but 
ever with the greateſt reſpect, &c. 


en COCKE 
10 THE SAME. 


My Lorp, | June q, 1724. 
TE is above a month ſince I took the boldneſs 
1 of writing to your Excellency, upon a ſub- 
ject where the welfare of this kingdom is n 
concerned. 
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I writ at the deſire of ſeveral conſiderable per- 
ſons here, who could not be ignorant that I had 
the honour of being well known to you. 

I could have withed your Excellency had conde- 
ſcended fo far, as to let one of your under-clerks 
have ſignified to me that a letter was received. 

I have long been out of the world ; but have 
not forgotten what uſed to paſs among thoſe I 
lived with, while I was in it: And I can fay, 
that, during the experience of many years, and 
many changes in affairs, your Excellency, and 
one more, who is not worthy to be compared to 
you, are the only great perſons that ever refuſed 
to anfwer a letter from me, without regard to 
buſineſs, party, or greatneſs; and ih had aot a 
peculiar eſteem for your perſonal qualities, I 
ſhould think myſelf to be acting a very inferior 
part in making this complaint. 

I never was ſo humble as to be vain upon my 
acquaintance with men in power, and always 
rather choſe to avoid it when I was not called. 
Neither were their power or titles ſuthcient, 
without merit, to make me cultivate them; of 
which I have witneſſes enough left, after all the 
havock made among them, by accidents of time, 
or by changes of perions, meaſures, and opinions. 

I know not how your own conceptions of 
yourſelf may alter, by every new high {ſtation 
but mine muſt continue the ſame, or alter for 
the worſe. _ | 

I often told a great miniſter, whom you well 
know, that I valued him for being the fame man 

| through 
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through all the progreſs of power and place, 
I expected the Ike in your Lordſhip ; and fill 


hope, that I ſhall be the only perſon who. will 


ever find it otherwiſe. 
I pray God to direct your Excellency, in all 
your good undertakings, and eſpecially in your 


government of this kingdom. 


I ſhall trouble you no more; but remain, with 
great reſpect, 
My Loxknp, 
Your Excellency's 
Moſt obedient and 
Moſt humble ſervant. 


LS 3:2 RK. CCCAAL 


* TO DR SWIFT. 


LORD C 


SIR, Arlington-/treet, June 20, 1724. 
O begin by confeſſing myſelf in the wrong, 
will, I hope, be ſome proof to you, that 


none of the ſtations, which I have gone through, 


have hitherto had the effects upon me, which 
you apprehend. If a month's fitence has been 


turned to my diſadvantage in your eſteem, it 
has at leaſt had this good effect, that I am 


convinced, by the kindneſs of your reproaches, 


as 


* Lord C was then Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. In 
letter CCCXX. to which this is an anſwer, the Dean com- 
plained, that a former letter had been a month unanſwered, 
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nas well as by the goodneſs of your advice, that 


you till retain ſome part of your former friend- 
ſhip for me, of which I am the more confident, 


* the agreeable freedom with which you ex- 


eſs yourſelf : And I ſhall not forfeit my pre- 
tenſions to the continuance of it, by doing any 
thing that ſhall give you occaſion to think that 
I am inſenſible of it. 1 

But to come to the point: Your firſt letter is 
dated 28th May, your ſecond the gth of June. 
By the date of this you will ſee, that the interval 
of ſilence may be accounted for by a few excur- 
ſions which I have made into the country: 
Therefore, I deſire you will put the moſt favour- 
able ſenſe. | 

The principal affair you mention, is under ex- 
amination “; and, till that is over, I am not in- 
formed ſufficiently to make any other judgment 
of the matter, than that which I am naturally 
led to make, by the general averſion which ap- 
pears to it in the whole nation. 

I hope the nation will not ſuffer, by my being 
in this great ſtation ; and if I can contribute to 
its proſperity, 1 ſhall think it the honour and 


_ happineſs of my life. I defire you to believe 


what I ſay, and particularly when I profeſs my- 
ſelf to be, with great truth, Sir, your moſt faith- 


ful and affectionate humble ſervant, 3.4 
1 


Probably that of Mr Wood's patent for coining half - pence 
and farthings for Ireland, which was referred to the Lords 
of the Privy Council of England, who, on the 24th of July, 

1724, drew up a * juſtifying the patentee. + 
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17 TT... CCOXRI 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD CARTERET 
| LORD=-LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. 


My Lon, July 9, 1724. 
HUMBLY claim the privilege of an infe- 
rior, to be the laſt writer; yet with great ac- 

knowledgments for your condeſcenſion in anſwer- 
ing my letters. I cannot but complain of you, 
for putting me in the wrong. Iam in the cir- 
cumſtances of a waiting-woman, who told her 
lady, that nothing vexed her more, than to be 
caught in a lie. But, what is worſe, I have diſco- 
vered in myſelf ſomewhat of the bully ; and that, 
after all my rattling, you have brought me down 
to be as humble as the moſt diftant attender at 
your levee. It is well your Excellency's talents | 
are in few hands; for, if it were otherwiſe, we, 
who pretend to be free-ſpeakers, in quality of 
philoſophers,-ſhould be utterly cured of our for- 
wardnets ; aut leaſt, IJ am afraid there will be an 
end of mine, with regard to your Excellency. 
Yet, my Lord, I am ten years older than I was 
when I had the honour to fee you laſt, and conſe- 
quently ten times more teſty. Therefore J foretell, 
that you, who could fo eaſily conquer fo eaptious 
a perſon, and of fo little conſequence, will quick- 
ly ſubdue this whole kingdom to love and reve- 
rence you. I am, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Mr Lokn, &c. 
I I 


CORRESPONDENCE. 349 


L E TT ER COOEANT 


TO EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD. 
On his Father's Death. 


Mr Lorn, | July 1724. 

A LTHOUGH I had, for two years paſt, 
inured myſelf to expect the death of my 

Lord your father, from the frequent accounts 
of the bad condition of his health; yet the news 


of it ſtruck me ſo ſenſibly, that I had not ſpirit 


ought to have done, for ſo great a loſs to the 
wchd and yourſelf, It is true, indeed, you no 
longer wanted his care and tendernels, nor his 
example, to incite you to virtue; but his friend- 
ſhip and converſation you will ever want, becauſe 
they are qualities ſo rare in the world, and in 
which he fo much excelled all others. It hath 
pleaſed me, in the midſt of my grief, to hear 
that he preſerved the greatneſs, and calmneſs, 
and intrepidity of his mind, to his laſt minutes : 
For it was fit that ſuch a life ſhould terminate 
with equal luſtre to the whole progreſs of it. 

I muſt now beg leave to apply to your Lord- 
ſhip's juſtice. He was often pleaſed to promiſe 
me his picture ; but his troubles, and ſickneſs, 


and want of opportunity, and my abſence, pre- 
Vol. XV. G g 5 vented 
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vented him. I do therefore humbly inſiſt, that 
your Lordſhip will pleaſe to diſcharge What I al- 
molt look upon as a legacy. 

I would entreat another and much greater fa- 
vour of your Lordſhip, that, at your leiſure 
hours, you would pleaſe to inſpect, among your 
father's papers, whether there be any memorials 
that may be of uſe towards writing his life; 
which I have ſometimes mentioned to him, and 
often thought on, when I little thought to ſur- 
vive him. I have formerly gathered ſeveral hints, 
but want many memorials, eſpecially of his more 
carly times, which might be eaſily ſupplied. And 
ſuch a work moſt properly belongs to me, who 
loved and reſpected him above all men, and had 
the honour to know him better than any other 
of my level did. 

I humbly beg your Lordſhip's pardon, for ſo 
long a letter, upon ſo mournful an occaſion; and 
expect your juſtice to believe, that I am, and {hall 


ever be, with the greateſt reſpect, 


Mr Loup, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
Moſt obliged, and 
Moſt humble ſervant. 


I defire to preſent my moſt humble W to 


my Lady Oxford. 


LET - 


. 
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LET IT E R_CCOXMIV. 


LORD C 


TO DR SWIFT, 


8 IR, Arlington-Street, Aug. 4, 1724. 
OUR claim to be the laſt writer, is what 

I can never allow: That is the privilege of 
ill writers. And I am reſolved to give you com- 
plete ſatisfaction, by leaving it with you, whether 
I ſhall be that laſt writer or not. Methinks I ſee 
you throw this letter- upon your table, in the 
heighth of ſpleen, becaule it may have interrupted 
ſors of your more agreeable thoughts. But then, 
in return, you may have the comfort of not an- 
ſwering it, and ſo convince my Lord Lieutenant, 
that you value him leſs now, than you did ten 
years ago. I don't know but this might become 
a free ſpeaker, and a philoſopher. Whatever. 
you may think of it, I ſhall not be teſty, but en- 
deavour to ſhew, that I am not altogether inſen- 
ſible of the force of that genius, which hath out- 
ſhone moſt of this age, and, when you will diſ- 


play it again, can convince us, that its luftre 


and ſtrength are ſtill the ſame. 

Once more, I commit myſelf to your cenſure, 
and am, Sir, with great reſpect, your moſt affec- 
tionate humble ſervant, . 
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TO HIS EXCELI.ENCY THE LORD CARTERET,, 


. LORD LIEU TENANT OF IRELAND. 


My LoRD, Sept. 3, 1724. 
EING ten years older, than when I had the 
honour to ſee your Excellency laſt, by con- 
ſequence, if I am ſubjcct to any ailments, they 
are now ten times worſe, and fo it happened. For 
I have been, this month paſt, ſo peſtered with the 
return of a noiſe and deafneſs in my ears, that I 
had not fpirit to perform the common offices of 
iife, much leſs to write to your Excellency, and 
leaſt of all, to anſwer ſo obliging and condeſcend- 
ing a letter, as that I received from yon. But 
theſe ugly ten years have a worſe conſequence z 
that they utterly deſtroy any title to the good 


opinion you are pleaſed to expreſs of me, as an 


amuſer of the world and myſelf. To have pre- 
ſerved that talent, I ought, as I grew older, to 
have removed into a better climate, inſtead of 
being ſunk for life in a worſe. I imagine France 
would be proper for me now, —andl Italy, ten 
years hence. However, I am not ſo bad as they 
would make me: For, ſince Lleft England, ſuch 
a parcel of traſh has been there fathered upon 
me, that nothing but the good Judgment of my 
friends, could hinder them from thinking me to 
be grown the greateſt dunce alive. 

| There 
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There is a gentleman of this kingdom, juſt 
gone for England; it is Dr George Berkeley, 
Dean of Derry, the beſt preferment among us, . 
being worth about 11001. a-year. He takes the 
Bath in his way to London; and will, of courſe, 
attend your Excellency, and be preſented, I ſup- 
poſe, by his friend my Lord Burlington. And, 
becauſe a believe you will chuſe out ſome very 
idle minutes to read this letter, perhaps you may 
not be ill entertained with fome account of the 
man, and his errand. He was a Fellow in the 
Univerſity here; and, going to England very 
young, about thirteen years ago, he became the 
founder of a ſect, there called the Inmmaterialifts, 
by the force of a very curious book upon that 
ſubject. Dr Smallridge, and many other eminent 
perſons, were his proſelytes. I ſent him ſecretary 
and chaplain, to Sicily, with my Lord Peter- 
borow; and, upon his Lordſkip's return, Dr 
Berkeley ſpent above ſeven years in travelling 
over moſt parts of Europe, but chiefly through 
every corner of Italy, Sicily, and other iſlands. 
When he came back to England, he found fo 
many friends, that he was effectually recommend- 
cl to the Duke of Grafton, by whom he was 
lately made Dean of Derry. Your Excellency 
will be frighted, when I tell you all this is but an 
introduction : For I am now to mention his er- 
rand. He is an abſolute philoſopher, with re- 
gard to money, titles, and power; and, for three 
vears paſt, hath been ſtruck with a notion of 

G g 3 founding 
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founding an. Univerſity at Bermudas, by a char- 
ter from the Crown. He hath ſeduced ſeveral 
of the hopefulleſt young. clergymen, and others 
here, many of them well provided for, and all 
of them in the faireſt way of preferment: But, 
in England, his conqueſts are greater; and, I 
doubt, will ſpread very. far this Winter. He 


 ſhewed me a little tract, which he deſigns to pu- 


bliſh ; and there your Excellency will fee his 
whole ſcheme of a life academico-philoſophical, 
(I ſhall make you remember what you were), of a 
college founded for Indian ſcholars and miſſion- 
aries ; where he, moſt exorbitantly, propoſcth a 
whole hundred pounds a-year for himſelf, forry 
pounds for a Fellow, and ten for a Student. His 
heart will break, if his deanry be not taken from 
him, and left to your Excellency's difpoſal. I 
diſcourage him by the coldneſs of Courts and 
Miniſters, who will interpret all this as impoſſible, 
and a viſion ; but nothing will do. And, there- 
fore, I do humbly eatreat your Excellency, ei- 
ther to uſe ſuch perſuaſions as will keep one of 
the firſt mea in this kingdom, for learning and 
virtue, quiet at home,—or affiſt him, by your 
credit, to compals his romantic deſign; which, 
however, is very noble and generous, and direct- 
ly proper for a great perſon of your excellent 
education to encourage. 

I muſt now, in all humility, entreat ane favour 
of you, as you are Lord Lieutenant. Mr Proby, 
furgeon of the army here, laid out the greateſt 

part 
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part of his fortune, to buy a captainſhip for his 
eldeſt ſon. The young man was lately accuſed of 
diſcovering an inclination to Popery, while he 
was quartered in Galway, The report of the 
Court-Martial is tranſmitted to your Excellency. 
© The univerſal opinion here, is, that the accuſation 
was falſe and malicious : And the Archbiſhop of 
Tuam, in whoſe dioceſe Galway is, upon a ſtrict 
enquiry, hath declared it to be ſo. But all this 
is not to ſway with your Excellency, any more, 
than that the father is moſt univerſally beloved of 
any man I ever knew in his ſtation. But I entreat, 
that you will pleaſe to hear the opinion of others, 
who may ſpeak in his favour ; and, perhaps, will 
tell you, that as party is not in the caſe, ſo you 
cannot do any perſonal thing more acceptable to 
the people of Ireland, than in inclining towards 
lenity to Mr Proby and his family; altho' J have 
reaſon to be confident, that they neither need, 
nor-defire more than juitice. I beg your Excel- 
lency will remember my requeſt to be, only, that 
you would hear others, and not think me ſo very 
weak, as to imagine I could have hopes of giving 
the leaſt turn to your mind. Therefore, I hope, 
what I have ſaid is pardonable in every reſpect, 
but that of taking up your time. 

My Lord, we are here preparing for your re- 
ception, and for a quiet ſeſſion under your go- 
vernment; but, whether you approve the man- 
ner, I can only gueſs. It is by univerſal decla- 
rations againſt Wood's coin. One thing I am 

confident 
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confident of, that your Excellency will find and 
leave us. under diſpoſitions, very different, to- 
'wards your perſon and high ſtation, from what 
have appeared towards others, 

I have no other excuſe for the length of this 
letter, but a faithful promiſe, that I will never be 
guilty of the fame fault a ſecond time. I am, &c. 


L E T TE A CCCAEXVI 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 


Sept. 12, 1724. 

T is neither ſickneſs, nor journies, nor ill 
humours, nor age, nor vcxation, nor ſtupi- 
dity, which has hindered me from anſwering 
ſooner your letter of the month of June; but 
a very prudent conſideration, and one of the 
greateſt ſtrains of policy I ever exerciſed in my 
life. Should I anſwer you in a month, you 
might think yourſelf obliged to anſwer me in fix; 
and, ſcared at the ſore fatigue of writing twice 
a- year to an abſent friend, you might (for ought 
either you or I can tell) ſtop ſhort, and not write 
at all. Now, this would diſappoint all my pro- 
jets; for, to confeſs the truth, I have been 
drawing you in theſe ſeveral years, and, by my 
paſt ſucceſs, I begin to hope, that in about ten 
more, I may eſtabliſh a right of hearing from 


you once a- quarter. The gout neither clears my 
| head, 


* 
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head, nor warms my imagination; and I am 
aſhamed to own to you, how near the truth I 
kept, in the deſcription of what paſſed by my 
bed-fide, in the reading of your letter. The ſcene 
was really ſuch as I painted it; and the com- 
pany was much better than you ſeem to think 
it. When I, who pals a great part, very much 
the greateſt, of my lite alone, fally forth into the 
world, I am very far from expecting to improve 
myſelf by the converlation J find there; and (till 
farther from caring one jot for what paſſes there. 
In ſhort, I am no longer the bubble you knew 
me; and therefore, when I mingle in ſociety, it 
is purely for my amuſement. If mankind divert 
me (and I defy them to give me your diſtemper, 
the ſpleen) it is all I expect or atk of them. By 
this ſincere confeſſion you may perceive, that 
your great maſters of reaſon are not for my 
turn; their thorough baſs benumbs my faculties. 
I ſeek the fiddie, or the flute, ſomething to raiſe, 
or ſomething to calm my ſpirits agreeably ; gay - 
flights, or ſoothing images. I do not diſlike a 
fellow, whoſe imagination runs away with him, 
and who has wit enough to be half mad; nor 
him, who atones for a ſcanty imagination, by an 
ample fund of oddneſs and ſingularity. If good 
ſenſe, and great knowledge, prevail a little too 
much in any character, I deſire there may be 
at leaſt ſome latent ridicule, which may be called 
forth upon occaſion, and render the perſon a 
tolerable companion. By this ſketch, you may 


judge 
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judge of my acquaintance. The dead friends, 
with whom I paſs my time, you know. The liv- 
ing ones are of the ſame fort, and therefore few. 
I paſs over that part of your letter, which is a 
kind of an clegy on a departed miniſter *; and I 
promiſe you ſolemaly, neither to mention him, 
nor think of him more, till I come to do him 
juſtice in an hiſtory of the firſt twenty years of 
this century, which I believe I ſhall write, if I 
live three or four years longer. But I muſt take 
a little more notice of the paragraph which fol- 
lows. The verſes I ſent you are very bad, be- 
cauſe they are not very good: Mediocribus e 
pretis non dit non homines, &c. I did not ſend 
them to be admired ; and you would do them 
too much honour, if you criticiſed them. Pope 
took the beſt party ; for he ſaid not one word 
to me about them. All I deſire of you, is, to con- 
ſider them as a proof, that you have never been 
out of my thoughts, though you have been fo 
long out of my ſight; and if I remember you 
upon paper for the future, it ſhall be in proſe. 
I muſt, on this occaſion, ſet you right, as to 
an opinion, which I fhould be very ſorry to have 
you entertain . me. The term H rit 
fort, in Engliſh, Free-thinker, is, according to 
my obſervation, uſually applied to them, whom 
I looked upon to be the peſts of ſociety; becauſe 
their endeavours are directed to looſen the bands 
of it, and to take at leaſt one curb out of the 
mouth 


80 The Earl of Oxford, who died in June 1724. 
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mouth of that wild beaſt, man, when it would 
be well if he was checked by half a ſcore others, 
Nay, they go farther. Revealed religion is a 
lofty and pompous ſtructure, erected cloſe to the 
humble and plain building of natural religion. 
Some have objected to you, who are the archi- 

tects, et les concierges, (we want that word in En- 
gliſh) of the former, to you who build, or at 
leaſt repair the houſe, and who ſhew the rooms, 
that, to ſtrengthen ſome parts of your own 
building, you ſhake, and even ſap the foundation 
of the other. And between you and I, Mr 
Dean, this charge may be juſtified in ſeveral in- 
ſtances z but ſtill your intention is not to demo- 
liſh : Whereas the rit fort, or the free-thinker, 
is ſet upon pulling down your houſe about your 
ears; that if he was let alone, he would deſtroy 
the other for being ſo near it, and mingle both 
in one common ruin. I, therefore, not only diſ- 
own, but deteſt this character. If, indeed, by 
eſprit fort, or free-thinker, you only mean a 
man, who makes a free uſe of his reaſon, who 
ſcarches after truth without paſſion or prejudice, 
and adheres inviolably to it, you mean a wiſe 
and honeſt man, and ſuch an one as I labour to 
be. The faculty of diſtinguiſhing between right 
and wrong, true and falſe, which we call reaſon, 
or common ſenſe, which is given to every man by 


our bountiful Creator, and which moſt men loſe 


by neglect, is the light of the mind, and ought to 
guide all operations of it. To abandon this rule, 
and 
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and to guide our thoughts by any other, is full as 
abſurd, as it would be, if you ſhould put out your 
eyes, and borrow even the beſt ſtaff that ever was 
in the family of the ſtaffs, when you ſet out upon 
one of your dirty journies. Such free-thinkers 
as theſe, I am ſure you cannot, even in your 
apoſtolical capacity, diſapprove : For ſince the 
truth of the Divine revelation of Chriſtianity is 
as evident, as matters of fact, on the belief of 
which ſo much depends, ought to be, and agree- 
able to ail our ideas of juſtice, theſe free-thinkers 
mult needs be Chriſtians, on the beſt foundation; 
on that, which St Paul himſelf eſtabliſhed, I 
think it was St Paul, Omnia probate, quod bonum 

eft tenete. | 
But you have a further ſecurity from- theſe 
frec-thinkers, I do not ſay a better, and it is this: 
The perſons I am deſcribing, think for themſelves, 
and to themſelves. Should they unhappily not 
be convinced by your arguments, yet they will 
certainly think it their duty, not to diſturb the 
peace of the world, by oppoling you“. The 
"Exp peace 


* Notwithſtanding the declarations made by Lord Boling- 
broke in this letter, he leſt his writings againſt religion to 
Mr Mallet, with a view to their being publiſhed, as appears by 
his will; and with a poſitive and direct injunction, to publith 
them, as appears by a letter from Mr Mallet to Lord Hyde, 
Viſcount Cornburv, now in the Britiſh Muſeum. We hare 
therefore his Lordlnip's own authority to ſay, that he was one 
of the peſts of ſociety, even if the opinions, which he has ad- 
vanced againſt religion, are true; for his endeavour is certainly 
directed to looſen the band of it, and to take at Icaft one curb 

out 
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peace and happineſs of mankind is the great aim 
of theſe free-thinkers ;. and, therefore, as thoſe 


among them, who remain incredulous, will not 


oppoſe you, ſo thoſe, whom reaſon, enlightened 
by grace, has made believers, may be ſorry, and 
may expreſs their ſorrow, as I have done, to fee 
religion perverted to purpoſes, fo contrary to her 
true intention, and firſt deſign. Can a good 
Chriſtian behold the miniſters of the meek and 
humble Jeſus, exerciſing an inſolent and cruel 
uſurpation over their brethren ? Or the meſſen- 
gers of peace and good news, ſetting all mankind 

Vol. V. Hk 4 5 tonther 
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out of the mouth of that wild beaſt, man. Expreſsly to direct 
the publication of writings, which, he believed, would ſuhvert 


the morals and the happineſs of ſociety, at a time when he 


could derive no private advantage from the miſchief, was per- 
haps an act af wickedneſs more purely diabolical, than any hi- 
therto upon record in the hiſtory of any age or nation. Mallet 
hal a pecuniary temptation to aſſaſſinate the morals and happi- 
nee of his country, at Bolingbroke” s inſtization ; His crime there- 
fore is not equally a proof of natural depravity, though it im- 
poſſible to ſuppoſe he had leſs convittion of the miſchief he was 


doing; and it is allo impoſſible to ſuppote, mat he could ſe- 


riouſly think any obligation to print Bolingbroke's infidelity, in 
conſequence of his injuntftion, equivalent to the obligation he 
was under to ſuppreſs it, ariſing from the duty, which, as a 
man, he owed to human nature. 

The paragraph in Lord Bolingbroke's will, by which his 
writings are bequeathed to Mallet; the letter, which Lord 
Cornbury wrote to Mallet, upon bearing he was about to pu- 
pliſh the letters, including thoſe on Sacred Hiſtory, and Mallet's 
anſwer, are, for the reader's ſatisfaction, printed at the end of 
this collection. Lord Cornbury's letter is a monument, that 
will do more honour to his memory, than all that mere wit or 
valour has atchie ved ſince the world began. 
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together by the ears ? Or that religion, which 


breathes charity and univerſal benevolence, ſpill- 


ing more blood, upon reflection, and by ſyſtem, 


than the moſt barbarous Heathen ever did, in the 
heat of action, and fury of conqueſt ? Can he 
behold all this without an holy indignation, and 
not be criminal ? Nay, when he turns his eyes 
from thoſe tragical ſcenes, and conſiders the ordi- 
nary tenour of things, do you not think he will be 
ſhocked to obſerve metaphyſics ſubſtituted to the 


theory, and ceremony to the practice of moralty ? 


I make. no doubt but you are by this time 
abundantly convinced of my orthodoxy, and that 
you will name me no more in the ſame breath 
with Spinoſa, whoſe ſyſtem of one infinite ſub- 
ſtance I deſpiſe and abhor, as I have a right to 
do, becauſe I am able to ſhew why I deſpiſe and 
abhor it. 

You defire me to return home; and you pro- 
miſe me, in that caſe, to come to London, loaden 
with your travels. I am ſorry to tell you, that 
London is, in my apprehenſion, as little likely as 
Dublin to be our place of rendezvous. The rea- 
ſons for this apprehenſion I paſs over; but 1 can- 
not agree to what you advance with the air of a 
maxim, that exile is the greateſt puniſhment to 
men of virtue, becauſe virtue conſiſts in loving 
our country. Examine the nature of this love, 
from whence it ariſes, how it is nouriſhed, what 
the bounds and meaſures of it are; and that, you 
will diſcover, how far it is virtue, and where it 

becomes 
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becomes ſimplicity, prejudice, folly, and even 
enthuſiaſm, A virtuons man in exile, may pro- 
perly enough be ſtiled unfortunate, but he can- 
not be called unhappy. You remember the rea- 
ſon which Brutus gave, becauſe, wherever he 
goes, he carries his virtue with him. There is a 
certain bulky volume, which grows daily, and 
the title of which muſt, I think, be No&es Gallicæ. 
There you may perhaps one day or other ſee a 
diſſertation upon this ſubject: And to return you 
threatening for threatening, you ſhall be forced 
to read it out, though you yawn from the firſt to 
the laſt page. 

The word 1reland was ſtruck out of the paper 
you mention; that is, to ſatisfy your curioſity, 
and to kindle it a-new, I will tell you, that this 
anecdote, which J know not how you came by, 
is neither the only one, nor the moſt conſiderable 
one of the ſame kind. The perſon you are ſo in- 
quiſitive about “, returns into England the latter 
end of October. She has ſo great a-mind to ſee 
you, that I am not fure the will not undertake à 
journey to Dublin. It is not fo far from Lon- 
don to Dublin, as from Spain to Padua; and 
you are as well worth ſeeing as Livy. But I had 
much rather you would leave the humid climate, 
and the dull company, in which, according to 
your account, a man might grow old between 
twenty and thirty. Set your foot on that con- 
tinent; I dare promiſe, that you will, in a fort- 

H h 2 night, 

His Lordſhip's ſecond wife, a French Lady. 
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night, wks gone back the ten years you lament 
ſo much, and be returned to that age, at which 
I left you. With what pleaſure ſhould I hear 
you inter vina fugam Stelle merere proterve # 
Adieu. 


LZTTE Rn cecrron. 


"EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT: 


Goop Mx Dean, Vimpole, Nov. 2, 1724. 
HERE has nothing of late given me ſo 
much real trouble and uneafineſs, as my 
having ſo long deferred writing to you, to make 
my acknowledgements for your moſt kind letter ; 
and to aſſure you, that I took every part of your 
obliging letter, in the manner you would wiſh me 
to do: I muſt fay, that amidſt my grief and con- 
cern, it gave me a ſecret pleaſure to find, that F 
was thought of by you; and, what was a great 
addition, that you till retained the ſame thoughts 
and ſentiments of my dear father, and that you 
had not laid aſide the deſign you once entertain= 
ed, of tranſmitting his name and ſtory to poſte- 
rity. I did delay writing ſome time, becauſe T 
was in great hopes I ſhould have been able to 
have given you a much more ſatisfactory account 
than I am now able to give, notwithſtanding the 
fearch I have made in anſwer to your queſtion, 
& If he had left any memoirs behind him ;” I pars 
poſe 
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poſe you mean in relation to himſelf. I have not 
yet been able to find any among his papers in 
town. This, with fome other affairs, drew the 
time into the length it is; but I afſure you, if I 
have the ſatisfaction to hear from you again, (as I 
hope 1 thall), I will be more punctual in my re- 
turns; for I will allow nobody to value and efteem 
you more than I do. 

There is certainly a very great number of ma- 
terials for a hiſtory, a vaſt collection of letters 

and other papers, a great deal may be ſupplied 
cllewhere : But give me leave to ſay, that if you 
do not come into England, nothing can be done; 
it will not be poſũble to do any thing to purpoſe. 
Without this view, there would be no body more 
welcome to me than yourſelf z vou ſhould live in 
your own way, and do juſt what was moſt apree- 
able to you: I have houles enough, you ſhall 

take your choice: I muſt with earneſtneſs repeat 
it to you again, that I beg you will think of this 
matter ſeriouſly, 

As to what you mention of the picture, I have 
often heard my father ſay, that he did deſign - 
to ſit for you, but did not : I ſhall certainly take 
care that you ſhall have a picture, and a good 
one. Pray let me know what ſize you would 
have it of: If you deſign it ſhould fit any parti- 
cular place, you muſt ſend me the exact meaſure 
of the place. | 

Your ſiſter *, as you uſcd to call 1 is much 
| H h 3 vour 
Lady Oxford, 
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your ſervant; ſhe has been at the Bath for ſome: 
time; ſhe is better than when ſhe went. I ſup- 
poſe you hear ſometimes from our friend Mr 
Pope : He has taken another voyage into Homer- 
land *, as Gay calls it; 1 wiſh he may make an 
advantageous voyage v7 it. 

I doubt you will ſay, that ſince I was ſo long 
before I began to write, that, now I have begun, 
I do not know when to end; I will therefore tell 
you, that I am, with great truth, Sir, your moſt 
obedient humble ſervant, OXFORD. 


I defire your acceptance of a ring, a ſmall re- 
membrance of my tather. How ſhall I ſend it 
you ? 


LETT EK CCOXXVER 4 


DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 


Fan. 25, 1725. 
1 HAVE a packet of letters, which I intended 
to ſend by Molly, who hath been ſtopt three 
days by the bad weather; but now I will ſend 
them by the poſt to-morrow, to Kells, and in- 
cloſed to Mr Tickell f; there is one to you, and 
one to James Stoptord. 
I 
* Tranflation of the Odyſley. 
+ This ſeems to be written from Quilca. 


4 Thomas Tickell, Eq; a very ingenious poet, ſecretary to 
the Lords Juſlices of Leland, K 
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I can do no work this terrible weather ; which 
hath pur us all ſeventy times out of patience.— 
I have been deaf nine days, and am now pretty 
well recovered again. 

Pray defire Mr Stanton *, and Worral +, to 
continue giving themſelves fowl trouble with Mr 


Pratt ; but let it ſucceed or not, I hope I thall 
be eaſy. 


Mrs Johnſon ſwears it will rain till Michael- 
mas. She is ſo pleaſed with her pick-ax, that 
ſhe wears it faſtened to her girdle, on her left 
ſide, in balance with her watch. The lake is 
{trangely overflown, and we are deſperate about 
turf, being forced to buy it three miles off: And 
Mrs Johnſon (God help her !) gives you many a 
curſe. Your maſon is come, but cannot yet 
work upon your garden. Neither can I agree 
with him about the great wall. For the reſt, vide 
the letter you will have -on Monday, if Mr Tic- 
kell uſes you well. 

The news of this country is, that the maid you 
ſent down, John Farrelly's ſiſter, is married; 
but the portion and ſettlement are yet a 8 
The cows here never give milk on mid- ſummer- 
eve 9. | 

You would wonder, what carking and caring 
there is among us, for ſmall beer, and lean mut- 


ton, 


* Dr Stanton, a Maſter in Chancery. 
+ The Rev. Mr John Worral, the Dean's Vicar. 
+ Deputy Vice-treaſurer of Ireland. 


§ Being the time maids go out to try pranks about their 
ſweet-hearts. Hawhkeſ, 
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ton, and ſtarved lamb, and ſtopping gaps, and 
driving cattle from the corn. In that we are all 
to-be-Dingleyed. 
The ladies room ſmokes ; the rain drops from 
the ſkies into the kitchen; our ſervants eat and 
drink like the devil, and pray for rain, which 
entertains them at cards and fleep ; which are 
much lighter than ſpades, fledges and crows. 


Their maxim is, 


Eat like a Turk, 
Sleep like a dormouſe; 
Be laſt at work, 
At victuals foremoſt. 


Which is all at preſent; hoping you and your 
good family are well, as we, &c. are all at this 


preſent writing, &c. 


Robin has juſt carried out a load of bread and 
cold meat for breakfaſt. This is their way; but 
now a cloud hangs over them, for fear it ſhould 
hold up, and the clouds blow off. 


I write on till Molly comes in for the letter. 


O, what a draggle-tail will ſhe be before the gets 
to Dublin! I with ſhe may not happen to fall 
upon her back by the way. 

I affirm againſt Ariſtotle, that cold and rain 
congregate homogenes; for they gather together 


you and your crew, at whiſt, punch and claret. 


Happy weather for Mrs Man, Petty, and Stop- 
ford, and all true lovers of cards and lazineſs. 


: | . The 


* 
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T he bleſſings of a country-life. 


Far from our debtors, 
No Dublin letters, 
Not ſcen by our betters. 


De plagues of a country-life. 


A companion with news, 

A great want of ſhoes; 

Eat lean meat, or chuſe 
A church without pews. 

Our horſes aſtray, _ 

No ſtraw, oats, or hay; 
December in May, 

Our boys run away, 

All ſervants at play, | 

Molly ſends for the letter. 


L E T T E.. 
TO MRS PRATT. 


Manam, March 18, 1724-7. 
RS FITZMORRICE did the unkindeſt 

thing ſhe could imagine; ſhe ſends an 
open note by a ſervant, (for ſhe was too much a 
prude to write me a letter), directing me to en- 


quire for one Howard, maſter of a ſhip, who: 
had 


% 
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had brought over a ſcreen to me, from Mrs 


Pratt. Away I ran to the cuſtom-houſe, where 


they told me the ſhip was expected every day: 


But the God of winds, in confederacy with Mrs 
Fitzmorrice, to teaze me, kept the ſhip at leaſt a 


month longer, and left me miſerable, in a ſtate 


of impatience, between hope and fear, worſe 
than a lady who -apprehends her cloaths will 
not be ready againſt the birth-day. 

I will not move your good-nature, by repre- 
ſenting how many reſtleſs days and nights I have 
paſſed, with what dreams my fleep hath been ui- 
ſturbed, when I ſometimes ſaw the ſhip ſinking, 
and my ſcreen floating in the ſea, and the mer- 
maids ſtruggling which of them ſhould get it. At 
laſt Mr Medlicott *, whoſe heart inclines him to 
pity the diſtreſſed, gave me notice of its ſafe arri- 
val. He interpoſed his authority; and, over- 
ruling the tedious forms of the cuſtom-houſe, 
ſent me my ſcreen to the deanry : Where it was 
immediately opened, on Tueſday the 16th inſtant, 
three minutes, ſeven ſeconds, after four o'clock, 
the day being fair, but ſomewhat windy, the ſun 
in Aries, and the moon within thirty-nine hours 
eight ſeconds and a half of being full. All which 
I find, by conſulting Ptolemy, to be fortunate 


incidents, and that, with due care, my ſcreen 


will eſcape the mops of the houſemaid, and the 
greaſy hands of the footmen. | 
At the opening of the ſcreen, juſt after dinner, 
ſome company of both ſexes were preſent. The 
| ladies 
One of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, 
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ladies were full of malice, and the men of envy, ' 
while I was very affectedly calm. But all agreed, 
that nothing ſhewed a better judgment, than to 
know how to make a proper preſent, and that no 
preſent could be more judictoutly choſen. For 
no man in this kingdom wanted a ſcreen ſo much 
as myſelf; And, befides, fince I had left the 
world, it was very kind to ſend the world to me. 
As for my own part, I confeſs I never expected 
to be ſheltered by the world, when I have been 
ſo long endeavouring to ſhelter myſelf from it. 
Sec how ill you beſtow your favours, when you 
meet with nothing but complaints and reproaches, 
inſtead of acknowledgments, for thinking, in the 
midſt of Courts, upon an abſent inſignificant 
man, buried in obſcurity. But I know it is as 
hard to give thanks, as to take them: Therefore 
I ſhail ſay no more, than that I receive your ac- 
ceptable preſent, juſt as I am ſure you deſire I 
ſhould. But I cannot promiſe that it will add 
one jot to the love and eſteem I have for you; 
becauſe it is impoſſible for me to be more than I 
have always been, 
MapaM, 


' Your's, &c. 
3 
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ro HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD. CARTERET 


LORD LIEUTENANT OF IRELAND. 


My LoRp, Deanry-houſe, April 17, 1725 
HAVE been ſo long afflicted with a deaf- 
neſs, and at preſent with a giddineſs in my 
head, (both old diſtempers) that I have not been 
able to attend your Excellency and my Lady 
Carteret, as my inclination and duty oblige me; 
and I am now haſtening into the country, to try 
what exerciſe, and better air, wilt do towards my 
recovery. Not knowing how long I may be ab- 


ſent, or how ſoon you may think fit to leave this 


kingdom, I take this occaſion of returning your 
Excellency, and my Lady Carteret, my moſt 
humble acknowledgements, for your great civilities 
towards me, which I with it were in my Power 
to deſerve, 

I have only one humble requeſt to make to 
your Excellency, which I had in my heart ever 


ſince you were nominated Lord Lieutenant; and 


it is in favour of Mr Sheridan. I beg you will 
take your time for beſtowing on him ſome . 
church-living, to the value of 1501. per annum. 
He is agreed on all hands, to have done mor. 
public ſervice, by many degrees, in the education 
of lads, than any five of his vocation ; and-has 
much more learning, than uſually falls to the ſhare 

I of 
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of thoſe who profeſs teaching, being perfectly 
killed in the Greek, as well as Latin tongue, 
and acquainted with all the ancient writers, in 


poetry, philoſophy, and hiſtory. He is a man 


of good ſenſe, modeſty, and virtue. His great- 
eſt fault is a wife and four children, for which 
there is no excuſe, but that a wife is thought ne- 
ceſſary to a ſchoolmaſter. His conſtitution is fo 
weak, that, in a few years, he mult give vp his 
buſineſs ; and probably muſt ſtarve, without ſome 
preferment, for which he is an ill ſolicitor. My 
Lord Biſhop of Elphin, hath promiſed to re- 
commend this requeſt to your Excellency. And 
I hope you will pleale to believe, that it proceeds 
wholly from Juſtice and humanity, for he is nei- 
ther a dependent nor relation of mine. 

I humbly take my leave, and remain, with the 
utmoſt reſpect, 

| My LoRD, &c. 


LET r xk ens 


DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 


0 Quilca, June 28, 1725. 
7 OU run out of your time fo merrily, that 
you are forced to anticipate it, like a 
young heir, that ſpends his fortune faſter than 
it comes in: For your letter is dated to-morrow, 


Tune 29, and God knows when it was writ, or 
PPP PE Ii what 
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what Saturday you mean : But I ſuppoſe it is the 
next; and therefore your own mare, and Dr 
Swift's horſe or mare, or ſome other horſe or 
mare, with your own mare aforeſaid, ſhall ſet. 
out on Wedneſday next, which will be June 30; 
and fo they will have two nights reſt, if you be- 
gin your journey on Saturday. You are an un— 
lucky devil, to get a living the furtheſt in the 
kingdom fiom Quilca “. If it be worth two 
hundred pounds a-year, my Lord Lieutenant 
hath but barely kept his word ; for the other 
fifty muſt go in a curate and viſitation- charges, 
and proxes (proxies I mean). If you are under 
the Biſhop of Corke +, he is a capricious gentle- 
man: But you muſt flatter him monſtrouſly, 
upon his learning and his writings ; that you have 
read his book againſt Toland, a hundred times 
and his ſermons, (if he has printed any) have 
been always your model, &c. Le not diſappoint- 
ed, if your living does not anſwer the ſum. Get 


letters of recommendation to the Biſhop, and 


principal clergy, and to your neighbouring par- 
ſon or parſons particularly. I often adviſed you 
to get ſome knowledge of tythes, and church- 
livings. You muſt learn the extent of your pa- 
riſh, the general quantity of arable land and pa- 
ſture in your pariſh, the common rate of tythes 
for an acre of the ſeveral ſorts of corn, and of 
fleeces and lambs, and to ſee whether you have 

any 


* In the County of Corke. + Dr Peter Browne, 
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any glebe. Pray act like a man of this world. I 


doubt, being ſo far off, you mutt not let your liv- 
ing, as I do, to the ſeveral farmers, but to one 
man: But, by all means, do not now let it for more 
than one year, till you are ſurely appriſed of the 
real worth; and even then, never let it for above 
three. Pray take my advice for once, and be 
very buſy while you are there. It is one good 
circumſtance, that you got ſuch a living in a con- 
venient time, and juſt when tythes are fit to be 
let; only wool and lamb are due in Spring, or 
perhaps belong to the late incumbent. You 
may learn all on the ſpot, and your neighbour- 
ing parſons may be very uſeful, if they pleaſe ; 
but do. not let them be your tenants. Adviſe 
with Archdeacon Wall, but do not follow him in 
all things. Take care of the principal ſquire or 
'ſquires; they will all tell you the worſt of your 
living; ſo, will the proctors and tythe-jobbers 
but you will pick out truth from among them. 
Pray ſhew yourſelf a man of abilities. After 
all, I am but a weak brother myſelf ; perhaps 
ſome clergy in Dublin, who know that country, 
will further inform you. Mr Townſhend of 
Corke, will do you any good offices on my ac- 
count, without any letter. Take the oaths 
heartily to the Powers that be, and remember 
that party was not made for depending puppies. 
I forgot one principal thing, to take care of going | 
regularly through all the forms of oaths and in- 
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ductions; for the leaſt wrong ſtep will put you 


to the trouble of repalling your patent, or "vs 
ing your living. 


renn cer. 


DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 


Ovilca, June 29, 1725. 

WRIT to you yeſterday, and ſaid as many 
things as I could then think on, and gave it 

to a boy of Kells, who brought me your's. It is 
ſtrange, that I, and Stella, and Mrs Mackfadin, 
ſhould light on the fame thought, to adviſe you 
to make a great appearance of t:mperance, while 
you are abroad, But Mrs Johnſon and I go 
further, and ſay, you muſt needs obſerve all 
grave forms, for the want of which, both you 
and I have fuſtered. On ſuppoſal that you are 
under the Biſhop of Corke, I tend you a letter 
incloſed to him, which | defire you will ſcal. Mrs 
Johnſon put me in mind to caution you, not to 
drink or pledge any health in his company ; for 
you know his weak fide in that matter *. I hope 
Mr Tickell has not complimented you with what 
fees are due to him for your patent. I with you 
would ſay to him, (if he refuſes them), that I 
told 


He wrote a pamphlet againſt driaking to the memory of 
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told you, it was Mr Addiſon's maxim, to excuſe 
nobody; for here, ſays he, I may have forty 
friends, whoſe fees may be two guineas a- piece; 
then I loſe eighty guineas, and my friends fave 
but two a- piece. | 

I mult tell you, Dan. Jackſon ruined his living, 
by huddling over the firit year, and then hop- 
ing to mend it the next. Therefore pray take 
all the care you can, to enquire into the value, 
and ſet it at the beſt rate to ſubſtantial people. 

I know not whether you are under the -Biſhop 
of Corke, or no; it not, you may burn the 
letter. N 

I muſt deſire, that you will not think of en- 
larging your expences, no not for ſome years to 
come, much leſs at preſent, but rather retrench 
them. You might have lain deſtitute till Anti- 
chriſt came, for any thing you could have got 
from thoſe you uſed to treat. Neither let me 
hear of one rag of better cloaths for your wife or 
brats, but rather plainer than ever. This is po- 
ſitively Stella's advice, as well as mine. She ſays, 
now, you need not be athamed to be thought 
poor. | : 

We compute, you cannot be leſs than thirty 
days abſent; and pray do not employ your time 
in lolling a-bed till noon to read Homer, but 
mind our buſineſs effeftually. And we think 
you ought to have nv breaking up this Auguſt; 
but affect to adhere to your ſchool cloſer than 
ever; becauſe you will find, that your ill-wiſhers 

23-4 will 
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of 


will give out, you are now going to quit your 
ſchool, ſince you have got preferment, &c. 

Pray ſend me a large bundle of exerciſes, good 
as well as bad ; for I want ſomething to read. 

T would have you carry down three or four 
ſermons, and preach every Sunday at your own 
church, and be very devout. 

I ſent you, in my laſt, a bill of twenty pounds 
on Mr Worral “*; I hope you have reccived it. 

Pray e to leave the pamphlet with 
Worral, and give bim directions, unleſs you 
have ſettled it already ſome other way. You 
know, it muſt come out juſt when the parlia- 
ment meets. | | 

Keep thoſe letters, where I adviſe you about 
your living, till you have taken advice. 

Keep very regular hours, for the ſake of your 
health and credit; and where- ever you lie a 


night within twenty miles of your livings, be 


ſure call the family that evening to prayers. 
deſire you will wet no commiſſion with your 
old crew, nor with any but thoſe who befriend 


LET) 


* The Rev. Mr John Worral, Vicar to the Riſhop of Kildare, 
as Dean of Chrii:t-church ; as alſo the Dean of St. Patrick's. 
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LE T T E « ena 


DR SWIFT TO LORD CARTERET. 


My Lorp, July 3, 1725. 

AM obliged to return your Excellency, my 

moſt humble thanks, for your favour to Mr 
Sheridan; becauſe, when I recommended him to 
you, I received a very gracious anſwer: And yet 
I am ſenſible, that your chief motive to make 
ſome proviſion for him, was, what became a great 
and good perſon, your diſtinguiſhing him as a 
man of learning, and one who deferved encou- 
ragement, on account of his great diligence and 
ſucceſs in a moſt laborious and difficult employ- 

ment *. | | 

Since your Excellency hath had an opportu- 
nity, fo early in your government, of gratifying 
your Engliſh dependents by a biſhoprick, and 
the beſt deanry in tae kingdom ; I cannot but 
hope, that the clergy of Ireland will have their 
ſhare in your patronage. There is hardly a gen- 
tleman in the nation, who hath not a near alli- 
ance with ſome of that body ; and moſt of them 
who have ſons, uſually breed one of them to 
the church; although they have been of late 
years much diſcouraged, and diſcontented, by 
ſeeing ſtrangers to the country almoſt perpetually 
taken into the greateſt eccleſiaſtical preferments, 


aad 
A ſchoolmaſter, + Downe, 


3% DEAN SWIFT 


and too often under governors very different 
from your Excellency ; the choice of pertons 
was not to bz accounted for, either to prudence 
or juſtice, 

The misfortune of bie biſhops perpetually 
from England, as it muſt needs quench the 
ſpirit of emulation among us, to excel in learn- 
ing, and the ſtudy of divinity; fo it produceth 
another great diſcouragement, that thoſe prelates 
uſually draw after them, colonies of ſons, ne- 
phews, couſins, or old college-companions, to 
whom they beſtow the beſt preferments in their 
gift; and thus the young men ſent into the 
church from the univerſity here, have no better 
proſpect, than to be curates, or ſmall country- 
vicars, for life. 

It will become ſo excellent a governor as you, 
a little to moderate this great partiality; where- 
in, as you will act with juſtice and reaſon, fo 
you will gain the thanks and prayers of the 
whole nation, and take away one great cauſe of 
univerſal difcontent. For I believe your Excel- 
lency will agree, that there is not another king- 
dom in Europe, where the natives (even thoſe 
deſcended from the conquerors) have been treat- 
ed, as if they were almoſt unqualified for any 
employment, either in church or ſtate. 

Your Excellency, when I had the honour to 
attend you, was pleafed to let me name fome 
clergymen, who are generally underſtood by 
their brethren to be the moſt diſtinguiſhed for 

their 
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their learning and piety. I remember the per- 
ſons were, Dr Delany, Dr Ward of the North, 
Mr Ecklin, Mr Synge of Dublin, and Mr Cor- 
ber. They were named by me without any re- 
gard to friendſhip, having little commerce with 
moſt of them, but only to the univerſal charac- 
ter they bear. This was the method I always 
took with my Lord Oxtord, at his own com- 
mand; who was pleaſed to believe I would not 
be ſwayed by any private affections, and con- 
feſſed I never deceived him; for I always dealt 
openly, when I offered any thing in behalf of a 
friend, which was but feldomi ; Becaule, in that 
caſe, I generally made uſe of the common me- 
thod at court, to folicit by another, 

I ſhall fay nothing of the young men among 
the clergy 3 of whom the three hopefulleſt are 
ſaid to be, Mr Stopford, Mr King, and Mr Dobbs, 
all fellows of the college “; of whom I am only 
acquainted with the firſt. But theſe are not 
likely to be great expecters under your Excellen- 
cy's adminiſtration, according to the uſual period 
of governors here. 

If I have dealt honeſtly, in repreſenting ſuch 
perſons among the clergy as are generally allow- 
ed to have the moſt merit, I think I have done 
you a ſervice ;z and I am ture I have made you 


a great compliment, by diſtinguiſhing you from 


moſt great men I have known theſe thirty years 


paſt z whom I have always obſerved to act, as 


if 


9 The univerſity of Dublin, 
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if they never reccived a true character, nor had 
any value for the beit, and conſequently diſ- 
penſed their favours without the leaſt regard to 
abilities or virtue. Andthis (-fe&t I have often 
found, among thoſe from whom I leaſt expected 
it. | 

That your Excellency may long live a bleſſing 
and ornament to your couitry, by purſuing, as 
you have hitherto done, the ſteps of honour 
and virtue, is the molt carneſt with' and prayer 
of, , 

My Loxrn, 
Your Excellency's moſt obedient 
and moit humble ſervant, 


JONATH. SWIFT. 


rn CCCXERIV. 


L Abbe des FounTaiNEes * a Monſicur SWIFT. 


A Paris, le 4 Juillet, 1725. 

12 Phonneur, monſicur, de vous envoyer la 
2de edition de votre ouvrage, que j'ai traduit 

en Frangois. Je vous aurois envoys la premiere, 


ſi 


* Peter Francis Guyet des Fountaines, born at Roan in 
Normandy, 29th June, 1685. He entered into the ſocicty of 
the Jeſuits in 1700; but quitted it ſixteen years after. He 
lived for fome years with the Cardinal d' Auvergne, and died 
at Paris, 16th December 1745; being well known for ſeveral 
works, and particularly for his 0b/crvations ſar les ecrits ma- 
lernes, in a great number of volumes. 
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i je n' avois pas ete oblige, pour des raiſons, que 
je ne puis vous dire, d'inſcrer dans la preface un 
endroit, dont vous n'auriez pas eu lieu d' etre con- 
tent, ce que j'ai mis aſſurement malgre moi. 
Comme le livre s'eſt debité ſans contradiction, 
ces raiſons ne ſubſiſtent plus, et j'ai auſſitòt ſup- 
prime cet endroit dans la 2de edition, comme 
vous verrez. Pai auſſi corrige Pendroit de mon- 
ficur Carteret, ſur lequel Pavois eu de faux me- 
moires. Vous trouverez, monſieur, en beaucoup 
d'endroits une traduction peu fidele; mais tout 
ce qui plait en Angleterre, n'a pas ici le meme 
agrément; ſoit parce que les mceurs ſont diffe- 
rentes, ſoit parceque que les alluſions er les alle- 
gories, qui ſont ſenſibles dans une pays, ne les 
ſont pas dans une atlitre ; ſoit enfin parce que le 
gout de deux nations n'eſt pas le meme. Pat 
voulù donner aux Francois un livre, qui fut a 
leur uſage : Voila ce qui m' a rendù traducteur 
libre et peu fidele. J'ai meme pris la liberté 
{ajouter, felon que votre imagination eſt echauf- 
foit la mienne. C'eſt a vous leul, monticur, que 
ic ſuis redevable de Phonneur, que me fait cette 
traduction, qui a eté debitee icy' avec unc rapi- 
dits etonnante, et donc il y'a deja trois editions, 
Je ſuis penetre Pune fi grande eftin.e pour vous, 
et je vous ſuis fi oblige,” qui fi la ſuppreſſion, que 
j'ai faite, ne vous ſatisfait pas entierement, je 
fairai volontiers encore d'avantage pour ettacer 
juſqu'au ſouvenir de cet endron de la pretace: 
Au ſurplus je vous ſupplic, monſicur, de vouloir 


bien 
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— 


bien faire attention à la juſtice, que je vous al 
rend dans la niente preface. | 

On fe flatte, monticur, qu'on aura bien t6t 
Phonneur de vous poiteder ici. Tous vos amis 
vous attendent avec impatience. On -ne parle ici 


vous voir. Ne defcrres pas notre ſatisfaction : 


Vous verrez un peuple, qui vous eſtime infine- 
ment. En attendant je vous demande, monfieur, 
Phonneur de vtre amitie, et vous prie d'etre per- 
ſuade, que perſonne ne vous honore plus que 
mol, et welt avec plus de conſideration et d'eſti- 
me, votre tres humble, et tres obeiffant ſerviteur, 


L' Abbe des FOUNTAINES. 


Mr Arbuthnott a bien voult 
ſe charger de vous faire 
tenir cette lettre avec ex- 
emplaire, que j'ai Fhon- 
neur des vous envoyer. 


L E T T E R cccxxxv. 


REPONSE DE MONSIEUR SWIFT. 


Ly a plus d'un mois que Jay recite votre let- 
tre du 4. de Juillet, Monſieur; mais Vexem- 
plaire de 2de edition de voire ouvrage ne m'a 
Pas eté encore remis. Jay IQ la preface de la pre- 
miere ; et vous me permettrez de vous dire, que 


Yay ee fort ſurpris d'y voir, qu'en me donnant 


I pour 
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pour patrie un pais, dans lequel je ſuis nẽ, vous 
ayes trouve a propos de mł'⸗attribuer un livre, 
qui porte le nom de fon auteur, qui a eu le mal- 


heur de deplaire a quelques uns de nos miniſtres, 


et qui je ray jamais avoué. Cette plainte, qui 
je ſais de votre conduite a mon egard, ne m' em- 
peche pas de vous rendre juſtice. Les traduc- 
tcurs donnent pour la plupart des louanges ex- 
ceſſives aux ouvrages, qu'ils traduiſent, et s'ima- 
ginent peut etre, que leur reputation depend en 
quelque fagon de celles des auteurs, qu'ils ont 
choiſis. Mais vous avez ſenti vos forces, qui 
vous mettent au deſſus de pareilles precautions. 
Capable de corriger un mauvais livre, enterpriſe 
plus difficile, que celle d'en compoſer un bon, 
vous n'avez pas craint de donner au public 
la traduction d'un ouvrage, que vous aſſurez 
etre plein de polliſoneries, de ſottiſes, de pueri- 


lites, &c. Nous convenons icy, que le gotit des 


nations n'eſt pas toujours le meme. Mais nous 
ſommes portes a croire, que le bon goũt eſt 
meme le par tout, ou il y a des gens d'eſprit, de 
jugement et de ſcavoir. Si donc les livres du 
Sicur Gulliver ne ſont calcules que pour les iſles 
Brittanniques, ce voyageur doit paſſer: pour un 
tres pitoyable ecrivain, Les m mes vices et le 
memes follies regnent par tout, du moins, dans 
tous les pais civiliſes de Europe: Et Pauteur, 
qui n'ecrit que pour une ville, une province, un 
royaume ou meme un ſiecle, merite fi peu d'etre 
traduit, qu'il ne merite pas d'etre It, 


VoL.. . . Lee 
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Les partiſans de ce Gulliver, qui ne laiſſent 
pas d' etre en fort grand nombre chez nous, ſou- 
tiennent, que fon livre durera autant que notre 
langage, parce qu'il ne tire pas fon merits de cer- 
taines modes ou manieres de penſer et de parler, 
mais d'une ſuite d'obſervations ſur les imperfec- 
tions, les follies, et les vices de l'homme. 

Vous jugez bien, que les gens, dont je viens 
de vous parler, n'approvent pas fort votre cri- 
tique, et vous ſerez ſans doute ſurpris de ſca- 
voir, qu'ils regardent ce chirurgien de vaiſſcau, 
comme un auteur grave, qui ne ſort jamais de ſon 
ſericux, qui n'emprunte aucun fard, qui ne ſe 
pique point d'avoir de Peſprit, et qui ſe contente 
de communiquer au public dans une narration 
fimple et native les avantures, qui lui font ar- 
rivées, et les choſes, qu'il a vi ou entendu dire 

pendant ſes voyages. 

Quant a Particle qui regarde my Lord Carte- 
ret, ſans m'informer d'on vous tirez vos me- 
moires, je vous diray, que vous n'avez ecrit que 
la moitié de la verité; et que ce Drapier ou reel 
ou ſuppoſe a ſauve Virelande, en mettant toute 
la nation contre un projet, que devoit enrichir 
au depenſe du public un certain nombre de par- 
ticuliers. 

Pluſieurs accidens, qui font arrive, m'empe- 
cheront de faire le voyage de France preſente- 
ment, et je ne ſuis plus aſſez jeune pour me flat- 
ter de retrouver une autre occaſion, Je ſcais, 
que Jay perdi beaucoup, et je ſuis tres ſenſible a 

cette 


ö 
- 
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cette perte. L'unique conſolation, qui me reſte, 
c'eſt de ſonger, que jen ſupporteray mieux la 
pais, au quel la fortune m'a condamne. Je ſuis, 
&c. 


L E TT E R CcCXXXVI. 


LORD BOLINGBROKE TO DR SWIFT. 


London, Fuly 24, 1725- 

R Ford will tell you how I do, and what 

I do. Tired with ſuſpence, the only 
inſupportable misfortune of life, I defired, after 
nine years of autumnal promiſes and vernal ex- 
cuſes, a deciſion; and very little cared what that 
decifion was, provided it left me a liberty to ſettle 
abroad, or put me on a foot of living agreeably 
at home. The wiſdom of the nation has thought 
fit, inſtead of granting ſo reaſonable a requeſt, 
to paſs an act, which, fixing my fortune un- 
alterably to this country, fixes my perſon here 
allo ; and thoſe, who had the leaſt mind to ſee 
me in England, have made it impoflible for me 
to live any where elſe. Here I am then two- 
thirds reſtored, my perſon ſafe, (unleſs I meet 
hereafter with harder treatment, than even that 
of Sir Walter Raleigh), and my eſtate, with all 
the other property I have acquired, or may ac- 
quire, ſecured to me. But the attainder is kept 
carefully and prudently in force, leſt ſo corrupt 
K k 2 a 
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a member ſhould come again iato the Houſe of 
Lords, and his bad leaven ſhould ſour that 


ſweet, untainted maſs. Thus much 1 thought 


I might ſay about my private affairs, to an old 
friend, without diverting him too long from his 
labours to promote the advantage of the church 
and ſtate of Ireland ; or, from his travels into 
thoſe countries of giants and pigmies, from 


whence he imports a cargo * J value at an high- 


er rate than that of the richeſt galeon. Ford 
brought the dean of Derry +to ſce me. Unfor- 
tunately for me, I was then out of town; and 


the journey of the former into Ireland, will per- 


haps defer, for ſome time, my making acquaint- 
ance with the other; which I am ſorry for. I 
would not by any means loſe the opportunity of 
knowing a man, who can eſpouſe ia good earneſt 
the ſyſtem of father Mallebranche, who is fond of 
going a miſfionary into the Weſt-Indies f. My 
zeal for the propagation of the Goſpel, will hard- 


x ly 


* 'This is very obſcure ; Gulliver was not then publiſhed. 


Perhaps Berkeley brought Bolingbroke a copy of the MS. For- 


mer, | ſuppoſe, is Suiſt, called an old friend: Other, is Berkeley ; 
but the nominative caſe is fo remote, that former and other ſcarce 
make the ſenſe intelligible. This letter is dated in 1725; 
Gulliver's Travels were firſt publiſhed in 1726. | 

+ Dr Berkeley. 

t Dr Berkeley formed a defign of fixing an univerſity in the 
Bermudas, for the improvement of our colonies, and the edu- 


cation of Indians, to be employed as miſſionaries among their 
_ countrymen. For this college he obtained a charter, in which 


he was appointed preſident, and a certain number of fellows, 
| | ſelected 
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ly carry me ſo far; but my ſpleen againſt Europe 
has, more than once, made me think of buying 
the dominion of Bermudas, and ſpending the 
remainder of my days, as far as poſſible, from 
thoſe people, with whom I have paſled the firſt 
and greateſt part of my life. Health, and every 
other natural comfort of life, is to be had there. 
As to imaginary and artificial pleaſures, we are 
philoſophers enough to deſpiſe them. What ſay 
you? Will you leave your Hibernian flock to 
ſome other ſhepherd, and tranſplant yourſelf 
with me into the middle of the Atlantic ocean ? 
We will form a. ſociety more reaſonable, and 
more uſeful, than that of Dr Berkeley's College : 
And I promiſe you folemaly, as ſupreme magi- 
ſtrate, not to ſuffer the currency of Wood's half- 
pence ; nay, the coiner of them ſhall be hanged, 
if he preſumes to ſet his foot on our iſland. 


K k 3 Let 
* ; * 

ſelected by himſelf, were incorporated; but the deſign miſcar- 
ried for want of money. The ſyſtem of Mallebranche here re- 
ferred to, was, „ That our ideas are diſtin from our under- 
ſtanding, and that we ſee all things in God.“ Tn other words, 
that material objects are not the cauſes of our ideas. Berkeley, 
in the early part of his life, wrote a diſſertation againſt the 
exiſtence of material beings, and external objects, with ſuch. 
ſubtilty, that Whiſton acknowledged himſelf unable to coufute 
it, and recommended the taſk to Dr Clarke. The Doctor, 
however, did not perform it; and the diſſertation remains un- 
anſwered to this time, except what has been attempted by 

Paxter, in his Treatiſe on the Soul. 
Bayle ſays, that Mailebranche's ſyſtem was only that of De- 
mocritus, amended and unfolded. 
See a farther account of Dr Berkeley, in a letter from Swift 
to Lord Carteret, dated September 3d, 1724, lately publiſhed! 
in two poſthumous volumes by Mr Dcane Swift. 


* 


390 DEAN SWIF T's 


Let me hear how you are, and what you do; 

and if you really have any latent kindneſs {till at 
the bottom of your heart for me, ſay ſomething 
very kind to me, for I don't diſlike being cajoled. 
If your heart tells. you nothing, ſay nothing, 
that I may take the hint, and wean myſelf from 
you by degrees. Whether I ſhall compaſs it or 
no, God knows: But, ſurely this is the propereſt 
place in the world, to renounce friendſhip in, or 
to forget obligations, Mr Ford fays, he will be 
with us again by the, beginning of the Winter. 
Your Star“ will probably hinder you from tak- 
ing the ſame journey. Adieu, dear Dean. I 
kad ſomething more to ſay to you, almoſt as 
important as what I have ſaid already; but com- 
pany comes in upon me, and relieves. you. 
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"EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 


— 
— 3 
34d... _— 
- a 


- 


RE v. SIR, FQDover-ſ/ireet,  Fuly 26, 1725. 
| R Clayton going to Ireland, I take the 
M opportunity of writing to you; in the 
Firſt piacz to tell you, that I am ready to make 
good my promiſe, which I made, of ſending you 
a picture of my father. The painter has done 
his part, jo that the picture is now ready; but I 


do 
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do not know how to ſend it to you ſafe. You 
did tell me a gentleman {ſhould call; where he 
lives, or who he is, I know not. I am very 
deſirous you ſhould have it, becauſe it has been 
ſo long coming; and I am very ambitious of do- 
ing any thing that may in the leaſt be agreeable 
to you. You had heard of this ſooner, but I 


— 


have been for three months out of town; I made 


a long progreſs, even beyond Edinburgh fifty 
miles. 

I enquire of you ſometimes of Dean Berkeley *: 
I was ſorry to hear that you were troubled with 
that-melancholy diſtemper, the want of hearing, 
although in ſome caſes it is good; but one would 
have it in one's dener to hear, or not hear, as 
it ſuits beſt with one's inclinations. 

I am alſo ſorry that there is no mention made 


of any deſign of your coming into England. I 


long much for it, and do flatter myſelf with the 
thoughts of ſeeing you under my roof, where 
you ſhall execute more authority than I will allow 
to belong to any biſhops made ſince. 
lay aſide all thoughts of coming over; change of 
air may do you good, as well as the voyage. I 
thank God your ſiſter 1s very well, conſidering 
the way ſhe is in; I hope in two months, or 
thereabouts, the will be much better: She pre- 
ſents her humble ſervice to you. Peggy is very 
well. 


Pope 


Dx Berkeley was then Dean of Derry. 
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Pope is well, I ſuppoſe; he is rambling about 
the country. I have the pleaſure of ſeeing a 
picture, which is very like you, every day, and is 
as good a picture as ever Jarvis painted. I am, 
Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſervant and 
brother, OXFORD. 


B FT ER OCCEXXVIETE 
EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 


Rev. SIR, © Dover-flreet, Aug. 30, 1725. 
RECEIVED the favour of your letter; I am 
vexed that the trifle of the ring ſhould not 

have reached you. I found where the fault lay; 
J hope you will ſoon receive both the picture and 
the ring fafe : I have ordered them to the care 
of Eraſmus Lewis, Eſq; our old friend ; and he 
is a punctual man, and is well acquainted with 
Mr Ford, and my Lord Arran's chaplain, Mr 
Charleton ; ſo I hope this method will not fail 
that I have now taken. I would not be wanting 
in the leaſt trifle, by which I might ſhew the 
value and eſteem I have, and always muſt and 
will have, Ir you. 

The picture I have of you, is the ſame which 
Mr Jarvis drew of you in Ireland, and it is very 
like you, and is a very good picture; though Mr 
Jarvis is honoured with the place of his Majeſty's 
painter, he cannot paint a picture I ſhall fo much 
value, as I do that of the Dean of vt Patrick's. 
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My old fellow-collegiate has done ſo right a 
thing, as to prefer one of your recommendation. 
I am, Sir, your moſt obedicat humble ſervant, 


{8 OXFORD. 


My wife ſends her compliments to you; ſhe 
is as well as can be expected. | 


L E T T ER cccxxxix. 


GEORGE ROCHFORD, ESQ; TO DR SWIFT. 


DAR 81n, 


FIND myſelf ſtand in need 5 the advice I 

beſtowed on you t'other night; and therefore, 
if you have not got rid of your cold, I would pre- 
icribe a ſmall jaunt * to Belcamp this morning. 
if you find yourſelf thus diſpoſed, I will wait for 
you here in my boots : 'The weather may perhaps 
look gloomy at the deanry; but I can aſſure you 
it is a fine day in this pariſh +, where we ſet up 
for as good taſtes as our neighbours : To convince 
vou of mine, I ſend you this invitation. I am, 
dear Sir, your much obliged and obedient ſervant, 


GEORGE ROCHFORD. 


Wedneſda y Morning, 


Sept. 9, 1725. ey 


Dr Gratton's, about five miles from Dublin. 
7 St Mary's pariſh, about a mile from the deanry. 
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rern n oooh; 


DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 


Duilca, Sept. 11, 1725. 

1 you are indeed a diſcarded courtier, you 
have reaſon to complain, but none at all to 
wonder. You are too young, for many experi- 
ences to fall in your way; yet you have read 
enough, to make you know the nature of man. 
It is ſafer for a man's intereſt to blaſpheme God, 
than to be of a party out of power, or even to be 
thought ſo. And fince the laſt was the caſe, how 
could you imagine, that all mouths would not be 
open when you were received, and in ſome man- 
ner preferred by the government, though in a 
poor way? I tell you, there is hardly a Whig in 
Ireland, who would allow a potatoe and butter- 
milk to a reputed Tory. Neither is there any 
thing in your countrymen upon this article, more 
than what is common in all other nations, only 
guoad magis et minus. Too much advertancy is 
not your talent, or elſe you had fled from that 
text, as from a rock *. For, as Don Quixote 
ſaid to Sancho, what buſineſs had you to ſpeak 
of a halter, in a family where one of it was hang- 
ed? 


de Sufficient to the day is the evil thereof; on which Dr 
Sheridan preached at bis pariſn- church on the 1ft of Auguſt. 
See a vindication of his Excellency John Lord Carteret, vol. iv. 
p. 136. Hawhke/. 


— 
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ed? And your innocence is a dee that wiſe 
men are aſhamed to rely on, further than with 
God. It is indeed againſt common ſenſe, to 
think, that you ſhould chuſe ſuch a time, when 
you had received a favour from the Lord Lieute- 
nant, and had reaſon to expect more, to diſcover 
your diſloyalty in the pulpit. But what will that 
avail? Therefore ſit down and be quiet, and 
mind your buſineſs as you ſhould do, and con- 
tract your friendſhips, and expect no more from 
man, than ſuch an animal is capable of; and you 


vuVill every day find my deſcription of Yahoos more 


reſembling. You ſhould think and deal with every 
man as a villain, without calling him ſo, or flying 
from him, or valuing him leſs. This is an old 
true leflon. You believe every one will acquit you 
of any regard to temporal intereſt z and how came 
you to claim an exemption from all mankind ? I 
believe you value your temporal intereſt as much 


as any body, but you have not the arts of purſuing 


it. You are miſtaken. Domeſtic evils are no 
more within a man, than others; and he who can- 
not bear up againſt the firſt, will ſink under the 
ſecond: And, in my conſcience, I believe this is 
your caſe z for being of a weak conſtitution, in 
an employment precarious and tireſome, loaden 
with children, cum umore neque leni neque commoda, 
a man of intent and abſtracted thinking, inſlaved 
by mathematics and complaint of the world, this 
new weight of party-malice hath ſtruck you down, 
like a feather on a horſe's back, already loaden as 

far 
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far as he is able to bear. Vou ought to change 
the Apoſtle's expreſſion, and ſay, I will ſtrive to 
learn in whatever ſtate, &c. 5 

I will bear none of your viſions; you ſhall live 
at Quilca but three fortnights and a month in the 
year, perhaps not ſo much. You ſhall make no 
entertainments, but what are neceſſary to your inte- 
reſts; for your true friends would rather ſee you 
over a piece of mutton and a bottle once a- quar- 
ter. Vou ſhall be merry at the expence of others; 
you ſhall take care of your health, and go early to 
bed, and not read late at night; and laugh with 
all men, without truſting any: And then a fig 
for the contrivers of your ruin, who now have 
no further thoughts, than to ſtop your progreſs, 
which perhaps they may not compaſs, unleſs T am 
deceived more than is uſual. All this you will do, 
fe mihi credis, and not dream of printing your ſer- 
mon, which 1s a project abounding with objec- 
tions unanſwerable, and wich which I could fill 
this letter. You ſay nothing of having preached 
before the Lord Lieutenant, nor whether he 5 
altered towards you ; for you ſpeak nothing but 
generals. You think all the world has now no- 
thing to do, but to pull Mr Sheridan down; 
whereas it is nothing but a flap in your turn, and 
away. Lord Oxford ſaid once to me on an occaſion, 
Theſe fools, becauſe they hear a noite about their 
ears of their own making, think the whole world 
is full of it. — When I come to town, we will 


change all this ſcene, and act like men of the 
world. 
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world. Grow rich, and you will have no ene- 
mies. Go ſometimes to the caſtle z keep faſt Mr 
Tickell and Ballaguer “; frequent thoſe on the 
right ſide, friends to the preſent power ; drop 
thoſe who are loud on the wrong party, becauſe 
they know they can ſuffer nothing by it. 


L E 7 r 8 Ons 


Sept. 14, 1725. 

NEED not tell you with what real delight I 
ſhould have done any thing you deſired ; 

and in particular, any good offices in my power, 
towards the bearer.of your letter, who is this day 
gone for France. Perhaps it is with poets as with 
prophets ; they are ſo much better liked in ano- 
ther country, than their own, that your gentle- 
man, upon arriving in England, loft his curioſity 
concerning me. However, had he tried, he had 
found me his friend ; I mean he had found me 
your's. I am diſappointed at not knowing bet- 
ter a man whom you eſteem, and comfort my- 
ſelf only with having got a letter from you; 
with which, after all, 1 fit down a gainer ; Gace, 
to my great pleaſure, it confirms my hope of 
once more ſeeing you. After ſo many diſperſions, 
and ſo many diviſions, two- or three of us may 
yet be gathered together; not to plot, not to 
VoL. XV. L1 cContrive 


- 


* Private ſecretary to his Excellency the Lord Carteret, Lord 
Licutenant of n Dub. edit. | 


* 
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contrive ſilly ſchemes of ambition, or to vex our 
own, or others hearts, with buſy vanities, (ſuch 
as perhaps at one time of life or other, take their 
tour in every man); but to divert ourſelves, and 
the world too if it pleaſes, or at worſt, to laugh 
at others, as innocently, and as unhurtfully, as ar 
ourſelves. Your travels * I hear much of ; my 
own, I promiſe you, ſhall never more be in a 
ſtrange land, but a diligent, I hope uſeful, wa, 
tigation of my own territories. I mean no mo 
tranſlations, but ſomething domeſtic, fit for my 
own country, and for my own time +. 

If you come to us, Pll find you elderly ladies 
. enough that can halloo, and two'that can nurſe, 

and they are too old and feeble to make too much 

noiſe; as you will gueſs, when I tell you they are 
my own mother and my own nurſe. 1 can alſo 
Help you to a lady, who is as deaf, though not ſo 
old, as yourſelf; you'll be pleaſed with one ano- 
ther, PIl engage, though you don't hear one anos 
ther ; you'll converſe like ſpirits, by intuition, 
What you'll moſt wonder at, is, ſhe is conſider- 
able at Court, yet no party-woman; and lives in 
Court, yet would be caſy, and make you eaſy, 

One of thoſe you mention, (and I dare ſay always | 
will remember), Dr Arbuthnott is at this time ill 
of a very dangerous diſtemper, an impoſthume in 
the bowels ; which is broke, but the event is very 
uncertain, Whatever that be, (he bids me tell 
you, and I write this by him), he lives or dies 
| | your 

Gulliver. + The Eſſay on Man, | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 399 


your faithful friend; and one reaſon he has to 
deſire a little longer life, is the wiſh to ſee you 
once more. 

He is gay enough in this e to tell 
you, he would give you, (if he could) ſuch ad- 
vice as might cure your deafneſs; but he would 
not adviſe you, if you were cured, to quit the 
pretence of it, becauſe you may, by that means, 
hear as much as you will, and 1. as little as 
you pleaſe. Believe me, 

Your's, &c. 


LETTER cn. 


DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 


Quilca, Sept. 19, 1725. 
E have prevailed with Neal, in ſpite of 
his harveſt, to carry up Miſs, with 
your directions; and it is high time, for ſhe was 
run almoſt wild, though we have ſomething civi- 
lized her ſince ſhe came among us. You are too 
ſhort in circumſtances. I did not hear you was 
forbid preaching. Have you ſeen my Lord? 
Who forbade you to preach ? Are you no longer 
chaplain? Do you never go to the caſtle ? Are yon 
certain of the accuſer, that it is Tighe? Do you. 
think my Lord acts thus, becauſe he fears it would 
breed ill- humour, if he thould openly favour one 
who is looked on as of a different party ; I think 


I that 
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that it is too mean for him. I do not much diſs 
approve your letter, but I think it a Wrong me» 
thod. Pray read over the incloſed twice; and if 
you do not diſlike it, let it be ſent, (not by a ſer- 


vant of your's, nor from you) to Mr Tickell; 
There the caſe is ſtated as well as I could do it in 


generals, for want of knowing particulars. When. 
I come to town, I ſhall ſee the Lord Lieutenant, 
and be as free with him as poſſible. In the mean 
time, I believe it may keep cold ;. however, adviſe 
with Mr Tickell and Mr Balaguer. I ſhould fancy, 
that the Biſhop of Limerick * could eaſily ſatisfy 
his Excellency, and that my Lord Lieutenant be- 
lieves no more of your guilt than I :. And there- 
fore it can be nothing but to ſatisfy the noiſe of 
party at this juncture, that he acts as he does; 
and if ſo, (as I am confident it is), the effect will 
ceaſe with the cauſe. But, without doubt, Tighe 
and others have dinned the word Torry and Ja- 
bite into his Excellency's ears; and therefore 
your text, &c. was only made uſe of as an oppor. 
tunity. - I 

Upon the whole matter, you are no loſer, but 


at leaſt have got ſomething. Therefore be not 


like him who hanged himſelf, becauſe, going in- 
to a gaming-houſe, and winning ten thouſand 
pounds, he loſt five thouſand of it, and came 
away with only half his winnings. When my 
Lord is in London, we may clear a way to him, 
to do you another job, and you are young enough 
to wait. * | 
Mont te We 
* Dr William Burſcow. 
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We ſet out to Dublin on Monday the 5th of 
October, and hope to ſup at the deanry tae next 
night; where you will come to us, if you are not 
already engaged. 

L am grown a bad bailif towards the end of 
my ſervice. Your hay is well brought in, and 
better ſtacked than uſual. All here are well. 

I know not what you mean by my having ſine: 
ſport ſoon; I hope it is-no ſport that will vex me. 

Pray do not forget to ſeal the incloſed before 
you fend it. . 


I ſend you back your letter to the Lord Lieute- 
nant. 


L ET TER CCCAKLAL 


pDRswWwIFET TO DR SHERIDAN» 


Duilca, Sept. 25, 112 5. 
OUR confuſion hindered you from giving 
any rational account of your diſtreſs, till” 
this laſt letter; and therein you are imperfect: 
enough. However, with much ado we have 
now a tolerable underſtanding how things ſtand. 
We had a paper ſent incloſed, ſubſcribed by Mr 
Ford, as we ſuppoſe : It is in print, and we all. 
approve it ; and this I ſuppoſe is the ſport I was 
to expect. I do think it is agreed, that all ani- 
mals fight with the weapons natural to them, 
(which is a new and wiſe remark out of my own: 
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head); and the devil take that animal who will 
not offend his enemy, when he is provoked, with 
his proper weapon ; and though your old dull 
horſe little values the blows I give him with the 
butt end of my ſtick, yet I ſtrike on, and make 
him wince in ſpite of his dulneſs; and he ſhall 
not fail of them while I am here; and I hope 
you will do fo too to the beaſt who has kicked 
againſt you, and try how far his. inſenſibility 
will protect him; and you ſhall have help, and 
he will be vexcd ; for ſo I found your horſe 
this day, though he would not move the faſter. 
J will kill that flea or louſe which bites me, tho? 
I get no honour by it. 

Laudari ab 1s quos omnes laudant, is a maxim; 
and the contrary is equally true. Thank you. 
for the offer of your mare; and how a pox could 
we come without her? They pulled off her's and 
your horſe's ſhoes for fear of being rode, and 
then they rode them without ſhoes, and ſo I was 
forced to ſhoe them again. All the fellows here 
would be 'Tighes, if they were but privy coun- 
ſellors. You will never be at eaſe for your 
friends horſes or your own, till you have walled . 
in a park of twenty acres, which I would have 
done next Spring. 

You ſay not a word of the letter I ſent you for 
Mr Tickell, whether you ſent it him or no; and 
yet it was very material that I ſhould know it. 
The two devils of inadvertency and forgetfulneſs 
have got faſt hold on you, I think you need not 

quit 
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quit his and Balaguer's company, for the rea- 
ſon I mentioned in that letter; becauſe they are 
above ſuſpicions, as whiggiſimi and unſuſpefFifſims. 
When the Lord Lieutenant goes for England, I 
have a method to ſet you right with him, IL 
hope; as I will tell you when I come to town, 
if I do not Sheridan it, I mean forget it. 

I did a Sheridaniſm; I told you I had loſt 
your letter incloſed, which you intended to Lord 
Carteret, and yet I have it ſafe here. 


L ET T E R CCI. 


FROM DR SWIFT. 


Sept. 29, 1725+ 

AM now returning to the noble ſcene of 
Dublin, into the grand monde, for fear of 
burying my parts; to ſignalize myſelf among 
curates and vicars, and correct all corruptions 
crept in relating to the weight of bread and but- 
ter, through thoſe dominions where I govern. 
I have employed my time (beſides ditching) in 
finiſhing, correcting, amending, and tranſcrib- 
ing my travels *, in four parts complete, newly 
augmented, and intended for the preſs when the 
world ſhall deſerve them, or rather when a prin- 
ter ſhall be found brave enough to venture his 
cars. I like the ſcheme of our meeting after 


| diſtreſſes 
* Gulliver's Travels. 
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diſtreſſes and diſperſions : But the chief end 1 
propoſe to myſelf in all labours, is to vex the 
world, rather than divert it; and if I could com- 


paſs that deſign, without hurting my own perſon 


or fortune, I would be the moſt indefatigable 
writer you have ever ſeen, without reading. I 
am exceedingly pleaſed that you have done with 
tranſlations. Lord "Treaſurer Oxford often la- 
mented, that a raſcally world ſhould lay you un- 
der a neceſſity of miſ-employing your genius for 
ſo long. a time. But ſince. you will now be ſo 


much better employed, when you think of the 


world, give it one laſh the more at my requeſt. 


IT have ever hated all nations, profeſſions, and 


communities; and all my love is towards indivi- 


duals. For inſtance, I hate the tribe of lawyers 


but I love Counſellor ſuch a one, and Judge ſuch 
a one. *Tis ſo with phyſicians, (I will not ſpeak 
of my own trade), ſoldiers, Engliſh, Scotch, 
French, and the reſt, But principally I hate and 
deteſt that animal called man, although I hear- 
tily love John, Peter, Thomas, and ſo forth. 
'This is the ſyſtem upon which I have governed 
myſelf many years, (but do not tell); and fo I 
Mall go on till I have done with them. I have 
got materials towards a treatiſe, proving the fal- 
ſity of that definition animal rationale, and to ſhew 
it thould be only rationis capax.. Upon this great 
foundation of miſanthropy (though not in Ti- 
mon's manner) the whole building of my travels 
is erected ; and I never will have peace of mind, 

| till 
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till all honeſt men are of my opinion. By conſe- 
quence you are to embrace it immediately, and 
procure that all who deſerve my eſteem, may do 
ſo too. The matter is fo clear, that it will admit 
of no diſpute ; nay, I will hold a hundred pounds 
that you and I agree in the point. 

I did not know your Odyſſey was Gniſhed, 
being yet in the country, which I ſhall leave in 
three days. I thank you kindly for the preſent ; - 
but ſhall like it three-fourths the leſs, for the 
mixture you mention of other hands : However 
J am glad you ſaved yourſelf ſo much drudgery. 
l have been long told by Mr Ford, of your 
great atchievements in building and planting, and 
eſpecially of your ſubterranean paſlage to your 
garden, whereby you turned a blunder into a 
beauty, which is a piece of ars paetica. 

I have almoſt done with Harridans, and ſhall 
ſoon become old enough to fall in love with girls 
of fourteen. The lady whom you deſcribed to 
live at Court, to be deaf, and no party-woman, 
I take to be mythology, but know not how to 
moralize it. She cannot be Mercy; for Mercy is 
neither deaf, nor lives at Court : Juſtice is blind, 
and perhaps deaf; but neither is ſhe a court- 
lady: Fortune is both blind and deaf, and a 
court-lady ; but then ſhe is a moſt daninable 
party-woman, and will never make me eaſy, as 
you promiſe. It muſt be Riches, which anſwers 
all your deſcription. I am glad ſhe viſits you 
but my voice is fo weak, that I doubt ſhe will 
never hear me. 


Me 


? 
4 
9 
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| Mr Lewis ſent me an account of Dr Arbuth- 
nott's illneſs ; which is a very ſenſible affliction 
to me, who, by living ſo long out of the world, 
have loſt that hardneſs of heart contracted by 
years and general converſation. I am daily lofing 
friends, and neither ſeeking nor getting others. 
Oh, if the world had but a dozen of Arbuth- 
notts in it, I would burn my travels! but how- 
ever he is not without fault. There is a paflage 
in Bede, highly commending the piety and learn- 
ing of the Iriſh in that age; where, after abun- 
dance of praiſes, he overthrows them all, by 


lamenting that, alas! they kept Eaſter at a wrong 


time of the year. So our Doctor has every 
quality and virtue that can make a man amiable 
or uſeful ; but alas ! he hath a ſort of ſlouch in 
his walk : I pray God prote& him, for he is an 
excellent chriſtian, though not a catholic. 

I hear nothing of our friend Gay, but I find 
the Court keeps him at hard meat. I adviſed 
him to come over with a Lord Lieutenant. Phi- 
lips writes little flams (as Lord Leiceſter called 
thoſe ſort of verſes) on Miſs Carteret. A Dub- 
lin- blackſmith, a great poet, hath imitated his 
manner, in a poem to the ſame Miſs. Philips is a 
complainer; and on this occafion I told Lord 
Carteret, that complainers' never ſucceeded at 
Court, though railers do. 

Are you altogether a country-gentleman, that 
I muſt addreſs to you out of London, to the 


hazard of your loſing this precious letter, 9 
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I will now conclude, although ſo much paper is 
left? I have an ill name, and therefore ſhall not 
ſubſcribe it; but you will gueſs it comes from 


one who eſteems and loves you, about half aa 
much as you deſerve, I mean as much as he can, 


I am in great concern at what I am juſt told 


is in ſome of the news- papers, that Lord Boling- 


broke is much hurt by a fall in hunting. Tam 
glad he has ſo much youth and vigour left, (of 
which he hath not been thrifty) ; but I wonder 


he has no more diſcretion, 


LETTER cccxlv. 


October 15. 1725. 
AM wonderfully pleaſed with the ſuddenneſs 
of your kind anſwer. It makes me hope 
you are coming towards us, and that you incline 
more and more to your old friends, in propor- 
tion as you draw nearer to them, and are get- 
ting into our vortex. Here is one who was once 


a powerful planet, but has now (after long expe- 
rience of all that comes of ſhining) learned to be 


content, with returning to his firſt point, with- 
out the thought or ambition of ſhining at all. 
Here is another, who thinks one of the greateſt 
glories of his father was to have diſtinguſhed and 
loved you, and who loves you hereditarily. Here 
is Arbuthnott, recovered from the jaws of death, 
and more pleaſed with the hope of ſeeing you 


again, 
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again, than of reviewing a world; every part of 
which he has long deſpiſed, but what is made up 
of a few men like yourſelf. He goes abroad 


again, and is more chearful than even health can 


make a man; for he has a good conſcience into 
the bargain, (which is the moſt catholic of all 


_ remedies, though not the moſt univerſal). I 
knew it would be a pleaſure to you to hear this, 
and in truth that made me write ſo ſoon to you. 


I ham ſorry poor P. is not promoted in this 
age ; for certainly if his reward be of the next, 
he is of all poets the moſt miſerable. , I'm alſo 
ſorry for another reaſon ; if they don't promote 
him, they'll ſpoil the concluſion of one of my 
fatires, where, having endeavoured to correct the 
taſte of the town in wit and criticiſm, I —_ 


thus: 


But what avails to lay down rules for ſenſe ? 
In 's reign theſe fruitleſs lines were writ, 
When Ambroſe Philips was preferr'd for wit! 


Our friend Gay is uſed as the friends of Tories 
are by Whigs (and generally by Tories too.) Be- 
cauſe he had humour, he was ſuppoſed to have 


dealt with Dr Swift ; in like manner as when 


any one had learning formerly, he was thought 
to have dealt with the devil. He puts his whole 
truſt at Court, in that Lady whom I deſcribed to 
you, and whom you take to be an allegorical / 
creature of fancy. I wiſh ſhe really were richer 


for his ſake; though, as for your's, I queſtion 
1 whether 


— c St. ad 


— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 459 


whether (if you knew yy you 101225 change 


her for the other. 

Lord Bolingbroke 804 not the leaſt um by 
his fall. I wiſh he had received no more by his 
other fall. Lord Oxford had none by his. But 
Lord Bolingbroke is the moſt improved mind fince 
you ſaw him, that ever was improved, without 
ſhifting into a new body or being: Paulo minus 
ab angelis, I have often imagined to myſelf, that 


if ever all of us meet again, after ſo many varie- 


ties and changes, after ſo much of the old world 
and of the old man in each of us has been altered, 
that ſcarce a fingle thought of the one, any 
more than a ſingle atom of the other, remains 
juit the ſame ; Pve fancied, I ſay, that we ſhould 
meet like the righteous. in the millennium, quite 
in peace, diveſted of all our former paſſions, ſmiling 
at our paſt follies, and content to enjoy the king- 
dom of the juſt in tranquillity. But I find you 


would rather be employed as an avenging angel 
of wrath, to break your vial of indignation over 
the heads of the wretched creatures of this world 


nay, would make them eat your boat, which you 


have made, I doubt nor, as bitter a pill for them 


as poſſible. 

I won't tell you what deſigns I have in my 
head (beſides writing a ſet of maxims in oppoſi- 
tion to all Rochefoucault's principles“) till L fee 

Ver. Vo wm you 


* 'This was . ſaid as an oblique reproof of the horrid 
miſanthropy in the foregoing letter; and which he ſuppoſed 
might be chiefly occaſioned by the Dean's fondneſs for Roche- 
foucault, whoſe maxims are founded on the principle of an 
univerſal ſelfihneſs in human nature. Warb, - 


4 
* 
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you here, face to face. Then you ſhall have no 


reaſon to complain of me, for want of a gene- 
rous diſdain of this world, though I have not 


loſt my ears in your's and their ſervice. Lord 


Oxford too (whom I have now the third time 
mentioned in this letter, and he deſerves to be 


always mentioned in every thing that is addrefſed 


to you, or comes from you) expects you: That 
ought to be enough to'bring you hither ; *tis a 
better reaſon than if the nation expected you. 
For I really enter as fully as you can deſire, into 
your principle of love of individuals; and I 
think the way to have a public ſpirit, is firſt to 
have a private one : For who can believe, (ſaid 
a friend of mine,) that any man can care for a 
hundred thouſand people, who never cared for 
one? No il-humoured man can ever be a 0 
triot, any more than a friend. 

I deſigned to have left the 3 page for 
Dr Arbuthnott to fill; but he is ſo touched 
with the period in your's to me concerning him, 
that he intends to anſwer it by a whole letter. 
He too is buſy about a book, which I gueſs he 
will tell you of. So adieu. — What remains worth 
telling you? Dean Berkeley is well, and happy in 
the proſecution of his ſcheme. Lord Oxford and 
Lord Bolingbroke in health; Duke Diſney ſo 
alſo; Sir William Wyndham better; Lord Ba- 
thurſt well. Theſe, and ſome others, preſerve 
their ancient honour, and ancient friendſhip. 
Thoſe who do er, if they were d— , 

what 
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-what is it to a Proteſtant prieſt, who has nothing 
to do with the dead? 1 anſwer, for my own 
part, as a Papiſt, I would not pray them out of 
Purgatory. 

My name is as bad an one as your's, and hated 
by all bad poets, from Hopkins and Sternhold to 
Gildon and Cibber. The firſt prayed againſt me 

with the Turk, and a modern imitator of their's 
(whom [I leave to you to find out) has added the 
Chriſtian to them, with proper definitions of 
cach, in this manner: 


The Pope's the whore of Babylon, 
The Turk he is a Jew ; 
The Chriſtian is an Infidel 
That fitteth in a pew. | 7 
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DR ARBUTHNOTT TO DR SWIFT. 


Dear SIR, London, Oct. 17, 1725. 
HAV the vanity to think, that a few friends 
have a real concern for me, and are uneaſy 
when I am in diſtreſs; in conſequence of which, 
I ought to communicate with them the joy of my 

recovery. I did not want a moſt kind paragraph 
in your letter to Mr Pope, to convince me, that 
you are of the number; and I know, that I 
give you a ſenſible pleaſure, in telling you, that I 
Mm 2 think 
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think myſelf at this time almoſt perfectly recover- 
ed of a moſt unuſual and dangerous diſtemper, 
an imppſthume in the bowels ; ſuch a one, that 
had it Veen in the hands of a chirurgeon, in an 
outward and fleſhy part, I ſhould not have been 
well theſe three months. Duke Diſney, our old 
friend, is in a fair way to recover of ſuch an- 
other. There have been ſeveral of them occa- 
fioned, as I reckon, by the cold and wet ſeaſon. 
People have told me of new impaſtures (as they 
call them) every day, Poor Sir William-Wynd- 
ham is an impefure: I hope the Bath, where he 
is going, will do him good. The hopes of ſee- 
ing once more the Dean of St Patrick's, revives 
my fpirits. I cannot help imagining ſome of 
your old club met together, like mariners after a 
ftorm. For God's fake, do not tantalize your 
friends any more. I can prove by twenty unan- 
ſwerable arguments, that it is abſolutely neceſſary, 
that you thould come over to England ; that it 
would be committing the greateſt abſurdity that 
ever was, not to do it the next approaching Win- 
ter. I believe, indeed, it is juſt poſſible to ſave 
your ſoul without it, and that 1s all, As for 
your book * (of which I have framed to myſelf 
ſuch an idea, that I am perſuaded, there is no 
doing any good upon mankind without it) I will 
ſet the letters myſelf, rather than it ſhould not 
be publiſhed. But before you put the finiſhing 
hand to it, it is really neceſſary to be acquainted 
with 
- des Travels, 


— 
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with ſome new improvements of .mankiad, that 
have appeared of late, and are daily appearing. 
Mankind has an inexhauſtible ſource of inven- 


tion in the way of folly and madneſs. I have 


only one fear, that when you come over, you will 
be ſo much coveted and taken up by the mini- 


ſtry; that unleſs your friends meet you at their 


tables, they will have none of your-company. 
This is really no joke; I am quite in earneſt. 
Your deafneſs is ſo neceſſary a thing, that J al- 
moſt begin to think it an affectation. I remem- 
ber you uſed to reckon dinners. I know of near 
half-a-year's dinners, where you are already be- 


ſpoke. It is worth your while to come to ſee 


your old friend Lewis, who is wiſer than ever he 
was, the beſt of buſbands. I am ſure I can ſay 
from my own experience, that he is the beſt of 
friends. le was fo to me, when he had little 
hope I ſhould ever live to thank him. 

You muſt acquaint me, before you take your 
Journey, that we may provide a convenient lodg- 
ing for you amongſt your friends. I am called 


away this moment, and have only time to add, 


that I love and long to ſee you; and am moſt 
ſincerely, dear Sir, your moſt faithful humble 


ſervant, 


J. ARBUTHNOTT. 


e e | LET- 


— 
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letters, and compare it with my face, for my face 
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L k T T E R CCCXLVIL: 
EDWARD EARL OF OXFORD TO DR SWIFT. 


Rev. SIR, Dowver-ſtreet, OF. 19, 1725. 
HOPE you will excuſe theſe few lines for 
once, when I tell you that yeſterday morn- 


ing, I thank God, my wife was ſafely delivered 


of a ſon, and both mother and child are as well 
as can be expected. I fancy this will not be diſ- 
agreeable news to the Dean of St Patrick's, ex- 
cept he be very much altered, which I believe 
not. I will not trouble you with any more, but 
to tell you, that J am, with great reſpect, Sir, your 
moſt obedient humble ſervant, OXFORD. 


LETT KR. CCOCSLVIE 


FROM DR SWIFT. 


Nov. 26, 1725. 

SHOULD ſooner have acknowledged your's, 

if a feveriſh diſorder, and the relics of it, 

had not diſabled me for a fortnight. I now be- 
gin to make excuſes, becauſe I hope I am pretty 
near ſeeing you, and therefore I would cultivate 
an acquaintance: Becauſe if you do not know me 
when we meet, you need only keep one of my 


and 
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and letters are counter- parts of my heart. I fear 
I have not expreſſed that right; but I mean well, 
and I hate blots. I look in your letter, and in my 
conſcience you ſay the ſame thing, but in a better 
manner. Pray tell my Lord Bolingbroke, that I 
wiſh he were baniſhed again; for then I ſhould 
hear from him, when he was full of philoſophy, 
and talked de contemptu mundi. My Lord Oxford 
was ſo extremely kind, as to write to me imme- 
diately on account of his ſon's birth; which I 
immediately acknowledged; but before my letter 
could reach him, I withed it in the fea.. I hope 
I was more afflicted than his Lordſhip. 'Tis 
hard that parſons and beggars ſhould be over- run 
with brats, while ſo great and good a family wants 
an heir to continue it. I have received his fa- 
ther's picture; but I lament { /ub ſigills confefſionis } 
that it is not ſo true a reſemblance as I could with. 
Drown the world! I am not content with deſpiſ- 
ing it; but I would anger it, if I could with ſafe- 
ty. I wiſh there were an hoſpital built for its de- 
ſpiſers, where one might act with ſafety; and it 
need not be a large building, only I would have 
it well endowed. P** is fort chancellant, whether 
he ſhall turn parfon or no. But all employments 
here are engaged, or in reverſion. Caſt wits and 
caſt beaux have a proper ſanctuary in the church; 
yet we think it a ſevere judgment, that a fine gen- 
tleman, and ſo much the finer for hating eccleſi- 
aſtics, ſhould be a domeſtic hunible retainer to an 
Iriſh prelate. He is neither ſecretary nor gentle- 

man- 
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man-uſher, yet ſerves in both capacities. He hath 
| publiſhed ſeveral reaſons why he never came to 
ſee me; but the beſt is, that I have not waited 
on his Lordſhip. We have had a poem ſent from 
London, in imitation of that on Miſs Carteret. 
It is on Miſs Harvey, of a day old; and we ſay 
and think it is your's. I wiſh it were not, becaufe 
I am againſt monopolies.— Lou might have 
ſpared me a few more lines of your ſatire, but I 
hope in a few months to ſee it all. To hear boys 
like you talk of millenniums and tranquillity ! I 
am older by thirty years, Lord Bolingbroke by 
twenty, and you but by ten, than when we laſt 
were together; and we ſhould differ more than 
ever; you coquetting a maid of honour, my 
Lord looking on to ſee how the gameſters play, 
and I railing at you both. I deſire you and all my 
friends will take a ſpecial care, that my diſaffection 
to the world may not be imputed to my age; for I 
have credible witnefles ready to depoſe, that it 
hath never varied from the twenty-firſt to the 
f—ty-eighth year of my life, (pray fill that blank 
charitably). I tell you, after all, that I do not 
hate mankind : It is wous autres who hate them, 
becauſe you would have them reaſonable ani- 
mals, and are angry at being diſappointed. I have 
always rejected that definition, and made another 
of my own. I am no more angry with , than 


I was with the kite that laſt week flew away with 
one of my chickens ; and yet I was pleaſed when 


one of my ſervants ſhot him two days after. This 
| L 
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I ſay, becauſe you are ſo hardy as to tell me of your 
intentions to write maxims in oppoſition to Roche 
foucault, who is my favourite, becauſe I found 
my whole character in him“: However, I will 
read him again, becauſe it is pollible I may have 
fince undergone ſome alteration, ——Take care 
the bad poets do not out-wit you, as they have 
ſerved the good ones in every age, whom they 
have provoked to tranſmit their names to poſte- 
rity. Mævius is as well known as Virgil; and 
Gildon will be as well known as you, if his name 
gets into your verſes: And as to the difterence 
between good and bad fame, 'tis a perfect trifle. 
I aſk a thouſand pardons, and fo leave you for 
this time, and will write again, without concern- 
ing-myſelf whether you write or no. 
I am, &c. 


L E T T E A CCCXLAX. 


Dec. 10. 1725. 
FIND myſelf the better acquainted with you 


for a long abſence, as men are with them- 
ſelves for a long affliction. Abſence does but 
hold off a friend, to make one ſee him the more 
truly. I am infinitely more pleaſed to hear you 
are coming near us, than at any thing you ſeem 
to think in my favour; an opinion which has 


perhaps 


* This, tba is no great compliment to his own heart, 
Warh. 
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perhaps been aggrandiſed by the diſtance or dul- 


neſs of Ireland, as objects look larger through a 
medium of fogs: And yet I am infinitely pleaſed 


with that too. I am much the happier for (find- 


ing a better thing than our wits) our judgments 
jump in the notion, that all ſcribblers ſhould be 
paſſed by in filence. To vindicate one's {elf a- 


gainſt ſuch naſty flander, is much as wiſe as it 


was in your countryman, when the people im- 
puted a ſtink to him, to prove the contrary by 
ſhewing his back-ſide. So let Gildon and Philips 
reſt in peace! What had Virgil to do with Mæ- 
vins, that he ſhould wear him upon his fleeve to 
all eternity, I don't know. I have been the long- 
er upon this, that I may prepare you for the re- 
ception both you and your works may poflibly 
meet in England. We, your true acquaintance, 


will look upon you as a good man, and love 


you; others will look upon you as a wit, and 
hate you. So you know the worſt ; unleſs you 


are as vindictive as Virgil, or the aforeſaid Hiber- 


I wiſh as warmly as you for an hoſpital, in 
which to lodge the deſpiſers of the world; only 
I fear it would be filled wholly like Chelſea, with 


- maimed ſoldiers, and ſuch as had been diſabled ' 


in its ſervice. I would rather have thoſe, that, 


out of ſuch generous principles as you and I, de- 


ſpiſe it, fly in its face, then retire from it. Not 


that I have much anger againſt the great; my 


ſpleen is at the little rogues of it. It would vex 
| os 


Mn 
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one more to be knocked on the head with a 
piſs-pot, than by a thunder-bolt. As to great op- 


preſſors, they are like kites or eagles ; one expects 


miſchief from them: But to be ſquirted to death 
(as poor Wycherly ſaid to me on his death-bed) 
by apothecaries apprentices, by the under-ſtrap= 
pers of under-ſecretaries to ſecretaries who were 


no ſecretaries, this would provoke as dull a dog 
as Ph—s himſelf, 


So. much for enemies: Now for friends. Mr 


L—— thinks all this indiſcrzet : The Doctor 
not ſo; he loves miſchief the beſt of any good- 
natured man in England. Lord B. is above 
trifling. When he writes of any thing in this 
world, he is more than mortal : Fever he trifles, 
it muſt be when he turns a divine. Gay is writing 
tales for Prince William. I ſuppoſe Mr Philips 
will take this very ill, for two reaſons; one, that 


he thinks all childiſh things belong to him; and 


the other, becauſe he'll take it ill to be taught, 


that one may write things to a child without be- 
ing childiſh. What have I more to add, but 


that Lord Oxford deſires earneſtly to ſee you; 


and that many others, whom you do not think 


the worſt of, will be gratified by it? None more, 
be aſſured, than 


# 


Your's, &c. 


P. 8. Pope and you are very great wits, and, 
I think, very indifferent philoſophers. If you 
deſpiſe the world as much as you pretend, and 


perhaps 
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perhaps believe, you would not be ſo angry with 
it. The founder of your ſect, that noble origi- 
nal whom you think it ſo great an honour to 
reſemble *, was a ſlave to the worſt part of the 
world, to the Court; and all his big words were 
the language of a lighted lover, who deſired no- 
thing fo much as a reconciliation, and feared 
nothing ſo much as a rupture. I believe the 
the world hath uſed me as ſcurvily as moſt peo- 
ple; and yet I could never find in my heart to be 
thoroughly angry with the ſimple, falſe, caprici- 
ous thing. I ſhould bluſh alike, to be diſcover- 
ed fond of the world, or piqued at it. Your 
definition of animal rationis capax, inſtead of the 
common one animal rationale, will not bear exa- 
mination. Define but reaſon, and you will ſee 
why your diſtinction is no better than that of the 
pontiff Cotta, between mala ratio and bona ratio. 
But enough of this. Make us a viſit, and PII 
ſubſcribe to any fide of theſe important queſtions 
which you pleaſe. We differ leis than you ima- 
gine perhaps, when you withed me baniſhed a- 
gain: But Iam not leſs true to vou, and to phi- 
1 in England, than Las in France. 


Your S, &c. B. 


'" LET 


* Seneca. 
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LI T7 £. KERR 4 


AN ANSWER TO LORD PALMERSTON'S CIVIL 
- POLITE LETTER. 


[So indorſed.] 


My LoRn, | Jan. 31, 1125-6. 
DESIRE you will give yourſelf the laſt trou- 
ble I ſhall ever put you to. I do entirely 
acquit you of any-injury or injuſtice done to Mr 
Curtis“; and if you had read that paſſage in my 
letter a ſecond time, you could not poſſibly have 
ſo ill underſtood me. The injury and injuſtice 
the young man received, were from thoſe, who, 
claiming a title to his chambers, took away his 
key; and reviled, and threatened to beat him; 
with a greZt deal of the like monſtrous conduct: 
Whereupon, at his requeſt, I laid the caſe be- 
fore you +, as it appeared to me. And it would 
have been very ſtrange, if, on account of a trifle, 
and of a perſon for whom I have no concern, 
further than as he was once employed by me, on 
the character he bears of piety and learning, I 
Vol. XV. Nn ſhould 


* A reſident maſter in Trinity college, whom the Dean 
made one of the four minor canons of St Patrick's cathedral. 
Dub. edit. | 

+ Lord Viſcount Palmerſton (nephew to Sir William Temple) 
had a right to beſtow two handſome chambers in the unixerſit 
of Dublin, upon ſuch ſtudents as he and his heirs ſhall think 


proper, on account of the benefactions of this family towards 
the college-buildings. Dub. edit. 
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ſhould charge you with injury and injuſtice to 
him, when I know from himſelf, and Mr Read- 
ing, that you were not anſwerable for either. 

As you ſtate the cafe of tenant at will, I fully 
agree, that no law can compel you; but law was 
not at all in my thoughts. 

Now, my Lord, if what I write of i injury and 
injuſtice, were wholly applied, in plain terms, to 
one or two of the college here, whoſe names 
were below my remembrance ; you will confider 

how I could deſerve an anſwer, in every line, full 
of foul inſinuations, open reproaches, jeſting 
flirts, and contumelious terms; and what title 
you claim to give me ſuch treatment. I own my 
obligation to Sir William 'Temple *, for recom- 
mending me to the late King, although without 
ſucceſs ; and for his choice of me to take care of 
his poſthumous writings... But I hope you will 
not charge my being in his family, as an obliga- 
tion; for I was educated to little purpoſe, if 1 
1 had choſen his houſe on any other motives, than 
5 the benefit of his converſation and advice, and 
the 


00 After Mr Swift left the univerſity of Dublin, Sir William 
N Temple (whoſe father, Sir John Temple, Maſter of the Rolls 
| in Ireland, had been a friend to the family) invited our young 
author to ſpend ſome time with him at Moor-park in England, 
FF for the ſake of his converſation ; where he purſued his ſtudies 
"7 through all the Greek and Roman hiſtorians, Here it was he 
py was introduced by his friend to King William, when his Ma- 
- jeity uſed to pay frequent viſits to that great miniſter, after he 
had retired from public buſineſs to his ſeat at Moor-park. 
Dub. edit.— There is not the leaſt reaſon to believe, that Sir 
William Temple was viſited by K. William at Moor-park. H. 
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the opportunity of purſuing my ſtudies. For, 
being born to no fortune, I was, at his death, as 
much to ſeek it as ever; and perhaps you will 
allow, that I was of ſome uſe to him. This I 
will venture to ſay, that in the time when I bad 
ſome little credit, I did fifty times more for fifty 
people, from whom I never received the leaſt 
ſervice or aſſiſtance; yet I ſhould not be pleaſed 
to hear a relation of mine reproaching them with 
ingratitude, although many of them well deſerve 
it: For, thanks to party, I have met in both 
kingdoms with ingratitude enough. 

If I have been ill informed, you have not been 
much better, that I declared no great regard 15 


your family ; for ſo you expreſs yourſelf. I never 


had occaſion, or opportunity, to make uſe of any 
ſuch words. The laſt time I ſaw you in London, 
was the laſf* intercourſe that I remember to have 
had with your family. But having always truſted 
to my own innocence, I was never inquiſitive to 
know my accuſers. When I mentioned my lofs 
of intereſt with you, I did it with concern ; and 
I had no reſentment ; becauſe I ſuppoſed it to 
ariſe only from different ſentiments in public 
matters. 

My Lord, if my letter were polite, it was a- 
gainſt my intention, and 1 intreat your pardon 
for it. If I have wit, I will keep it to ſhew 
when I am angry; which at preſent I am not: 
Becauſe, although nothing can excuſe thoſe in- 
temperate words your pen hath let fall, yet I 

Nn 2 ſhal- 
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ſhall give allowance to a haſty perſon, hurried : 
on by a miſtake, beyond all rules of decency: If 
a firſt miniſter of ſtate had uſed me as you have 


done, he ſhould have heard from me in another 


ſtyle ; becauſe, in that caſe, retaliating would be 
thought a mark of courage. But as your Lord- | 
ſhip is not in a ſituation to do me good, nor, 
I am ſure, of a diſpoſition to do me miſchief ; 


ſo I thould loſe the merit of being bold, becauſe 
I incurred no danger. 


In this point alone we are exactly equal: but 
in wit and politeneſs, I am as ready to yield to 
you, as in titles and eſtate. 

J have found out one ſecret : That although 
you call me a great wit, you do not think me 
ſo ; otherwiſe you would have been cautious to 


have writ me ſuch a letter. 


You conclude with ſaying, you are ready to 
aſk pardon where you have offended. Of this I 
acquit you, becaule I have not taken the of- 
fence ; but whether you will acquit yourſelf, 
muſt be left to your conſcience and honour. 

I have formerly, upon occaſions, been your 
humble ſervant in Ireland, and ſhould not re- 
fuſe to be ſo ſtill: But you have ſo uſeful and 
excellent a friend in Mr Reading, that you need 
no other; and I hope my good opinion of him 
will not leſſen your's. I am, my Lord, 

Lour moſt humble ſervant, 


J. SWIFT. 


LET- 


3 


— 
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L. E T T ET BOL: 
FROM DR SWIFT. 


London, May 4. 1726. 
1 HAD rather live in forty Irelands, than un- 
der the frequent diſquiets of hearing you are 
out of order. I always apprehended it moſt 
after a great dinner; for the leaſt trangreſſion of 
your's, if it be only two bits and one ſup more 
than your ſtint, is a great debauch; for which 
you certainly pay more, than thoſe ſots who are 
carried dead drunk to bed. My Lord Peterbo- 
row ſpoiled every body's dinner, but eſpecially 
mine, with telling us, that you were detained by 
ſickneſs. Pray let me have three lines under any 
hand or pot-hook that will give me a better ac- 
count of your health; which concerns me more 
than others, becauſe 1 love and eſteem you, for 
reaſons that moſt others have little to do with ; 
and would be the fame, although you had never 
touched a pen, further than with writing to me. 
I am gathering up my luggage, and preparing 
for my journey. I will endeavour to think of 
you as little as I can; and when I write to you, 
I will ſtrive not to think of you. This I intend 
in return to your kindneſs ; and further, I know 
no body has dealt with me fo cruelly as yon ; 
the conſequences of which uſage I fear will laſt 
as long as my life; for ſo long ſhall J be, in ſpite 
of my heart, entirely your's. 
* Nn 3 LET 
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ſhall give allowance to a haſty perſon, hurried 
on by a miſtake, beyond all rules of decency. If 
a firſt miniſter of ſtate had uſed me as you have 
done, he ſhould have heard from me in another 
ſtyle ; becauſe, in that caſe, retaliating would be 

thought a mark of courage. But as your Lord- 
ſhip is not in a ſituation to do me good, nor, 
I am fure, of a diſpoſition to do me miſchief ; 


ſo I thould loſe the merit of being bold, becaule 


I incurred no danger. 

In this point alone we are exactly equal: but 
in wit and politeneſs, I am as ready to yield to 
you, as in titles and eſtate. 

J have found out one ſecret : That although 
you call me a great wit, you do not think me 
ſo ; otherwiſe you would have been cautious to 


+ have writ me ſuch a letter. 


You conclude with ſaying, you are ready to 
aſk pardon where you have offended. Of this 1 
acquit you, becauſe I have not taken the of- 
fence ; but whether you will acquit yourſelf, 
muſt be left to your conſcience and honour, 

I have formerly, upon - occaſions, been your 
humble ſervant in Ireland, and ſhould not re- 
fuſe to be ſo ſtill: But you have ſo uſeful and 
excellent a friend in Mr Reading, that you need 
no other ; and I hope my good opinion of him 
will not leſſen your's. I am, my Lord, 

Your moſt humble ſervant, 
FS W141: $+ 
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London, May 4. 1726. 
1 HAD rather live in for ty Irelands, than un- 
der the frequent diſquiets of hearing you are 
out of order. I always apprehended it moſt 
after a great dinner; for the leaſt trangreſſion of 
your's, if it be only two bits and one ſup more 
than your ſtint, is a great debauch; for which 
' you certainly pay more, than thoſe ſots who are 
carried dead drunk to bed. My Lord Peterbo- 
row ſpoiled every body's dianer, but eſpecially 
mine, with telling us, that you were detained by 
ſickneſs. Pray let me have three lines under any 
hand or pot-hook that will give me a better ac- 
count of your health; which concerns me more 
than others, becauſe I love and eſteem you, for 
_ reaſons that moſt others have little to do with; 
and would be the fame, although veu had never 
touched a pen, further than with writing to me. 
I am gathering up my luggage, and preparing 
for my journey. I will endeavour to think of 
you as little as I can; and when I write to you, 
I will ſtrive not to think of you. This I intend 
in return to your kindneſs ; and further, I know 
no body has dealt with me fo cruelly as you ; 
the conſequences of which uſage I fear will laſt 
as long as my life; for ſo long ſhall I be, in fpitc 
of my heart, entirely your's, 
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L. E T T E R ccc. 
DR SWIFT TO n WORRAL V. 


Twickenham, July 15, 1726. 

1 WISH you would ſend me a common bill in 
form, upon any banker, for one hundred 
pounds, and I will wait for it, and in the mean 
time borrow where I can. What you tell me of 
Mrs Johnſon, I have long expected, with great 
oppreſſion and heavineſs of heart. We have 
been perfect friends theſe thirty-five years. Up- 
on my advice they both came to Ircland, and have - 
been ever ſince my conſtant companions ; and the 
remainder of my life will be a very melancholy 
ſcene, when one of them is gone, whom I moſt 
eſteemed, upon the ſcore of every good quality, 
that can poſſibly recommend a human creature, 
I have theſe two months ſcen through Mrs Ding- 


wy diſguiſes + And, indeed, ever ſince I left 
you, 


* This gentleman was a foundling, and Swift uſed to call him 
Melchiſedeck, becauſe Melchiſedeck is ſaid to have had neither 
father nor mother : He was a ciergyman, a maſter of arts, a 
reader, and a vicar of Swift's cathedral, and matter of the ſong : 
He was nearly of the Dean's own ſtanding in the college, had 
good ſenſe, and much humour. His wife was a woman of 
great ſprightlineſs, good nature, and generoſity; remarkably 
cleanly and elegant, in her perſon, in her houſe, and at her 
table; the Dean therefore was of his gueſts, and contracted 
great intimacy with him. | 

+ Probably endeavouring to conceal Mrs Johnſon's danger; in 
tenderneſs to the Dean, 


„ 
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vou, my heart hath been ſo ſunk, that I have not 
been the ſame man, nor ever ſhall be again; but 
drag on a wretched life, till it ſhall pleaſe God to 
call me away. I muſt tell you as a friend, that if 
you have reaſon to believe Mrs Johnſon cannot 
hold out till my return, I would not think of 
coming to Ireland; and, in that caſe, I would 
expect of you, in the beginning of September, to 
renew my licence for another half- year; which 
time I will ſpend in ſome retirement far from 
London, till I can be in a diſpoſition of appear- 
ing, after an accident that muſt be ſo fatal to my 
quiet. I wiſh it could be brought about, that ſhe 
might make her will. Her intentions are to leave 
the intereſt of all her fortune to her mother and 
ſiſter, during their lives, and afterwards to Dr 
Stephens's hoſpital, to purchaſe lands for ſuch 
uſes there as ſhe deſigns. Think how I am diſ- 
poſed while I write this, and forgive the incon- 
ſiſtencies. I would not for the univerſe be pre- 
ſent at ſuch a trial of ſeeing her depart. She 
will be among friends, that, upon her own ac- 
count, and great worth, will tend her with all 
poſſible Care, where I ſhould be a trouble to her, 
and the greateſt torment to myſelf. In cafe the 
matter ſhould be deſperate, I would have you 
adviſe, if they come to town, that they ſhould 
be lodged in ſome airy healthy part, and not in 
the deanry; which befides, you know, cannot 
but be a very improper thing for that houſe to 
breathe her laſt in. This I leave to your diſcre- 
tion; 
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tion; and I conjure you to burn this letter imme- 
diately, without telling the contents of it to any 
perſon alive. Pray write to me every week, that 
I may know what ſteps to take; for I am deter- 


- mined not to go to Ireland, to find her juſt dead 


or dying. Nothing but extremity could make me 
ſo familiar with thoſe terrible words, applied to 


ſuch a dear friend. Let her know, I have bought 


her a repeating gold watch, for her caſe in Win- 
ter nights. I deſigned to have ſurpriſed her with 

it; but now I would have her know it, that ſhe 
may ſee how my thoughts are always to make her 
eaſy. I am of opinion, that there is not a greater 
folly, than to contract too great and intimate a 


friendſhip, which muſt always leave the ſurvivor 


miſerable. On the back of Brereton's note, there 
was written, the account of Mrs Johnſon's ſicx- 
neſs. Pray, in your next, avoid that miſtake, 
and leave the backſide blank. When you have 
read this letter twice, and retain what I deſire, 
pray burn it; and let all I have ſaid, lye only in 
your own breait. Pray write every week. I 
have (till 1 know further) fixed on Auguſt the 
15th, to ſet out for Ireland. I ſhall continue or 
alter my meaſures, according to your letters. 
Adgicu. | | 
Pray tell Mr Dobbs, of the college, that I re- 

ceived his letter, but cannot poſſibly anſwer it, 
which I certainly would if I had materials. As 
to what you ſay about promotion, you will find 
it was given immediately to Maule, as I am told; 

| and. 
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and I aſſure you I had no offers, nor would 
accept them. My behaviour to thoſe in power, 
hath been directly contrary, ſince I came here. I 
had rather have good news from you, than Can= 


terbury, though it were given me upon my own | 
enn 


L. E TT E R  CCCLIL. 


LoRD BoLiNGBROKE to the Three Yahoos of 


Twickenham, JONATHAN, ALEXANDER, 
and JoEN *. 


. Mot Excellent Triumvirs of Parnaſſus, | 
HOUGH you are probably very indiffe- 
rent where I am, or what I am doing; 
yet I reſolve to believe the contrary. I perſuade 
myſelf, that you have ſent at leaſt fifteen times 
within this fortnight to Dawley + farm, and 
that you are extremely mortified at my long 
filence. To relieve you therefore from this great 
anxicty of mind, I can do no leſs than write a few 
lines to you; and I pleaſe myſelf before-hand, 
with the vaſt pleaſure which this epiſtle muſt 
needs give you. That I may add to this pleaſure, 
and give you further proofs of my beneficent 
temper, I will likewiſe inform you, that I ſhall be 
in your neighbourhood again by the end of next 
week ; 


john Gay. | | 
+ The country reſidence of Lord Bolingbroke, near Cranford. 
in Middleſex, | 
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weck; by which time I hope that Jonathan's 


imagination of buſineſs, will be ſucceeded by ſome 


imagination more becoming a profeflor of that 


divine ſcience, Ia bagatelle. Adieu, Jonathan, 
Alexander, John ! Mirth be with you. 


From the Banks of the Severn, 


July 235 1726. 


L. E T TE A CCCLV. 
DR SWIFT TO DR SHERIDAN. 


Goop Docror, London, July 8, 1726. 


1 HAVE had two months of great uneaſineſs, 
at the ill account of Mrs Johnſon's health ; 


and, as it is uſual, feared the worſt that was poſ- 


fible, and doubte1 all the good accounts that 
were ſent me. I pray God, her danger may 
warn her to be leſs wilful, and more ready to fall 
into thoſe meaſures that her friends and phyſi- 
cians adviſe her to. I had a letter, two days ago, 


from Archdeacon Wall, dated fix days before 


your's, wherein he. gives me a better account than 
you do; and therefore I apprehend ſhe had not 
mended fince ; and yet he ſays, he can honeſtly tell 
me ſhe is now much better. Pray thank the Arch- 


deacon, and tell him you are to have a ſhare in 


this letter; and therefore I will ſave him the 
trouble of another. 'Tell him alſo, that I never 


" aſked 
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aſked for my 1000 l. which he hears I have got; 
though I mentioned it to the Princeſs the laſt 
time I ſaw her; but 1 bid her tell Walpole “, I 
ſorned to aſſæ him for it. But blot out this paſ- 
ſage, and mention it to no one except the ladies; 
becauſe I know Mrs Johnſon would be pleaſed 
with it, and I will not write to them till I hear 
from them; therefore this letter is their's, as well 
as your's. Ihe Archdeacon further ſays, that Mrs 
Johnſon has not taſted claret for ſeveral months, 
but once at his houſe. This I diſlike. I cannot 
tell who is the fourth of your friends, unleſs it 
be yourſelf. I am ſorry for your new-laborious 
ſtudies z but the beſt of it is, they will not be your 
own another day. I thank you for your new 
ſtyle, and moſt uſeful quotations. I am only con- 
cerned, that although you get the grace of the 
houſe, you will never get the grace of the town; 
but die plain Sheridan, or Tom at moſt, becauſe 
it is a ſyllable ſhorter than Doctor. However, I 
will give it you at length in the ſuperſcription ; and 
people will ſo wonder how the news could come 
and return ſo quick to and from England, eſpe- 
cially if the wind be fair when the packet goes 
over; and let me warn you, to be very careful in 
ſending for your letters two days after the com- 
mencement. You loſt one poſt, by my being out 
of town; for I came hither to-day, and ſhall ſtay 


three 


Sir Robert Walpole, afterwards Earl of Oxford. - He was 
firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, and Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, He died in February 1744, in the 71ſt year of his age. 
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three or four upon ſome buſineſs; and then go 
back to Mr Pope's, and there continue till Auguſt, 
and then come to town, till I begin my journey 
to Ireland, which I propoſe the middle of Auguſt. 
My old ſervant Archy is here, ruined and ſtarv- 
ing, and has purſued me, and wrote me a letter 
but I have refuſed to fee him, Our friend at the 


caſtle writ to me two months ago, to have a fight 


of theſe papers, &c. of which I brought away a 


copy. I have anſwered him, that whatever pa- 
pers I have, are conveyed from one place to ano- 


ther, through nine or ten hands, and that I have 
the key. If he ſhould mention any thing of pa- 
pers in general, either to you or the ladies, and 
that you can bring it in, I would have you and 
them to confirm the ſame ſtory, and laugh at my 
humour in it, &c. My ſervice to Dr Delany, 
Dr Hel{tam, the Grattans, and Jackſons. There 
is not ſo deſpiſed a creature here as your friend, 


with the ſoft verſes on children. I heartily pity 


him.—This is the firſt time I was ever weary of 
England, and longed to be in Ireland ; but it is 
becauſe go I muſt ; for I do not love Ireland bet- 


ter, nor England, as England, worſe. In ſhort, 


you all live in a wretched, dirty dog- hole and pri- 
ſon ;. but it is a place good enough to die in. I 
can tell you one thing, that I have had the faireſt 
offer made me of a ſettlement here that one can 
imagine, which, if I were ten years younger, I 
would gladly accept, within twelve miles of Lon- 
don, and in the midſt of my friends. But I am 


too 
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too old for new ſchemes, and eſpecially ſuch as 


would bridle me in my freedoms and liberalities. 


But ſo it is, that I muſt be forced to get home, 
partly by ſtealth, and partly by force. I have 


indeed one temptation for this Winter, much 


ſtronger, which is, of a fine houſe and garden, 


and park, and wine-cellar in France, to paſs away 


Winter in; and if Mrs Johnſon were not ſo out 
of order, I would certainly accept of it *; and I 


with the could go to Montpellier at the ſame time. 


You ſee I am grown viſionary, and therefore it 
is time to have done. Adieu. 


L E T E A o 
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July 27, 1726. 


1 HAVE your's juſt now of the 19th-; and 


the account you give me, is nothing but 
what I have ſome time expected with the utmoſt 
agonies z and there is one aggravation of con- 
ſtraint, that where I am, I am forced to put on 
an eaſy countenance. It was at this time the beſt 
office your friendſhip could do, not to deceive 
me. I was violently bent, all laſt year, as I believe 
you remember, that ſhe ſhould go to Montpellier, 
or Bath, or Tunbridge. I intreated, if there was 


no amendment, they might both come to Lon- 


Tok AS: RES: don. 


Lord Bolingbroke invited the Dean to ſpend a Winter with 
bim at his houſe in France, on the Banks of the Loire. 
+ This was written from Mr Pope's at Twickenham, 
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don. But there was a fatality, although I in- 
deed think her famina could not laſt much long- 
er, when I ſaw ſhe could take no nouriſhment. 
I look upon this to be the greateſt event that can 
ever happen to me; but all my preparations will 
not ſuffice to make me bear it like a Philoſopher, 
nor altogether like a Chriſtian. There hath been 


the moſt intimate friendſhip between us from her 


childhood; and the greateſt merit on her fide, 
that cver was in one human creature towards ano- 
ther. Nay, if I were now near her, I would 
not ſee her ; 1 could not behave myſelf tolerably, 
and ſhould redouble her ſorrow. Judge in 
what a temper of mind I write this. The very 
time I am writing, I conclude the faireſt ſoul in 
the world hath left its body. Confuſion ! that 
I am this moment calPd down to a viſitor, when 
I am in the country, and not in my power to 
deny myſelf. I have paſſed a very conſtrained 
hour, and now return to ſay I know not what. 
Ihave been long weary of the world, and hall, 
for my ſmall remainder of years, be weary of life; 


having for ever loſt that converſation which could 


only make it tolerable.——1 fear, while you are 
reading this, you will be ſhedding tears at her fu- 
neral. She loved you well, and a great ſhare of 
the little merit I have with you, is owing to her 
ſolicitations. 1 writ to you about a week ago“. 

4 LET- 


* Soon after the date of this letter, the Dean went back to 


* Treland ; but Mrs Johnſon recovering a moderate ſtate of health, 


he returned again to England, the beginning of the year 1727. 
Hau te/. 
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L 1 TT ER OT 
DR SWIFT TO MR WORRAL-. 


London, Aug. 6. 1726. 


T the time that I had your letter, with the 

bill, (for which I thank you) I received 
another from Dr Sheridan, both full of the me- 
lancholy account of our friend. The Doctor ad- 
viſes me to go over at the time I intended, which 
I now defign to do, and to ſet out on Monday the 
15th from hence. However, if any accident ſhould 
happen to me, that you do not find me come 
over on the firſt of September, I would have you 
renew wy licence of abſence from the ſecond of 
September, which will be the day that my half- 
year will be out; and ſince it is not likely, that 
you can anſwer this, ſo as to reach me be- 
fore I leave London, I defire you will write to 
me, directed to Mrs Kenah, in Cheſter, where I 
deſign to ſet up, and ſhall hardly be there in leſs 
than a fortnight from this time; and if 1 ſhould 


then hear our friend was no more, I might pro- 


bably be abſent a month or two, in ſome parts of 
Derbyſhire, or Wales. However, you need not 
renew the licence till the firſt of September; and, 
if I come not, I will write to you from Cheſter. 


This unhappy affair is the greateſt trial I ever had; 
and I think you are unhappy in having converſed 


ſo much with that perſon under ſuch circumſtan- 


ces. 'Tell Dr Sheridan, I had his letter; but care 
Oo 2 not 
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not to anſwer it. I wiſh you would give me your 


opinion, at Cheſter, whether I ſhall come over or 
no. I ſhall be there, God willing, on Thurſday 
the 18th inſtant. This is enough to ſay, in my 
preſent ſituation. I am, &c. 


My humble ſervice and thanks to 
Mrs Worral, for the care of our 
friend, which I ſhall never for- . 


get. 


non 


Hug: 22, 1946," 

M a ſhort ſigh you coſt me, the day I 
left you; and many more you will coſt 

me, till the day you return. I really walked about 
like a man banithed ; and when I came home, 
found it no home. is a ſenſation like that of a 
limb lopped off; one is trying every minute un- 
awares to uſe it, and finds it is not. I may fay 
you have uſed me more cruelly, than you have 
done any other man; you have made it more 
impoſſible for me to live at eaſe without you. 
Habitude itſelf would have done that, if I had 
leſs friendſhip in my nature than I have. Beſides 
my natural memory of you, you have made a lo- 
cal one, which preſents you to me in every place 
I frequent. 1 ſhall never more think of Lord 
— s, the woods of Ciceter, or the pleaſing 
proſpect 
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proſpect of Byberry, but your idea muſt be joined 


with them; nor ſee one ſeat in my own garden, 
or one room in my own houſe, without a phan- 
tom of you, fitting or walking before me. I tra- 
velled with you to Chefter ; I felt the extreme heat 
of the weather, in the inns, the roads, the con- 
finement and cloſeneſs of the uneaſy coach; and 
withed, a hundred times, 1 had either a deanry or 
a horſe in my gift. In real truth, I have felt my 
foul peeviſh ever ſince with all about me, from a 
warm uneaſy deſire after you. I am gone out of 
myſelf to no purpoſe, and cannot catch you. I- 
hiat in pedes was not more properly applied to a 
poor dog after a hare, than to me with regard to 
your departure. I wiſh I could think no more of 
it, but lie down and ſleep till we meet again, and 
let that day (how far ſoever off it be) be the mor- 
row. Since I cannot, may it be my amends, that 
every thing you wiſh may attend you where you 
are, and that you may find every friend you have 
there, in the ſtate you wiſh him or her; fo that 
your viſits to us may have no other effect, than 
the progreſs of a rich man to a remote eſtate, 
which he finds greater than he expected; which 
knowledge only ſerves to make him live happier 
where he is, with no diſagreeable proſpect, if ever 
he ſhould chuſe to remove. May this be your 
ſtate, till it become what I wiſh. But indeed I 
cannot expreſs the warmth with which I wiſh you, 
all things, and myſelf you. Indeed you are en- 
graved elſewhere than on the cups you ſent me, 


(with 


- 
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(with fo kind an inſcription), and I might throw 
them into the Thames without injury to the 
giver. I am not pleaſed with them, but take 
them very kindly too: And had I ſuſpected any 
ſuch uſage from you, T ſhould have enjoyed your 
company leſs than I really did ; for, at this rate, 
I n ſay, 


- Nec tecum poſſum vivere, nec fine te. 


1 will bring you over juſt ſuch another preſent, 
when I go to the deanry of St Patrick's; which I 
promiſe you to do, if ever I am enabled to return 
your kindneſs. Donarem pateras, &c. Till then 
Flt drink (or Gay ſhall drink) daily healths to 


you; and I'll add to your inſcription, the old Ro- 


man vow for years to come. VOTIS X. VOTIS 


XX. My mother's age gives me authority to 
hope it for JO s. Adieu. 


IL E T T EMR CCcrvii. 


Sept. 3, 1726. 

FOUR. to Mr Gay, gave me greater ſatiſ- 

faction, than that to me (though that gave 
me a great deal); for to hear that you were ſafe 
at your journey's end, exceeds the account of 
your fatigues while in the way to it : Otherwiſe, 
batiore me, every tittle of each is important to 
me, which ſets any one thing before my eyes that 
happens to you. I writ you a long letter, which 
I gueſs reached you the day after your arrival. 
Since then, I had a conference with Sir ——, 

; : who 
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who expreſſed his deſire of having ſeen you again 


before you left us. He ſaid, he obſerved a wil- 


lingneſs in you to live among us; which I did 
not deny; but at the ſame time told him, you 
had no ſuch deſign in your coming this time, 


which was merely to ſee a few of thoſe you loved: 


But that indeed all thoſe wiſhed it, and particu- 
larly Lord Peterborow and myſelf, who wiſhed 
you loved Ircland leſs, had you any reaſon to 
love England more. I ſaid nothing but what 
I think would induce any man to be as fond of 
you as I, plain truth, did they know either it or 
you. I can't help thinking (when I conſider the 
whole ſhort liſt of our friends) that none of them 
except you and I are qualified for the mountains 


of Wales. 'The Doctor goes to cards, Gay to 7 
court; one loſes money, one loſes his time: An- 


other of our friends labours to be unambitious, 
but he labours in an unwilling ſoil. One Lady 
you like, has too much of France to be fit for 
Wales: Another is too much a ſubject to princes 
and potentates, to reliſh that wild taſte of liberty 


and poverty. Mr Congreve is too ſick to bear a 


thin air; and ſhe that leads him, too rich to en- 
joy any thing. Lord Peterborow can go to any 
climate, but never ſtay in any.) Lord Bathurſt 
is too great a huſbandman, to like barren hills, 
except they are his own to improve. Mr Bethel 


indeed is too good, and too honeſt, to live in the 


world; but yet *tis fit, for its example, he ſhould. 
We are leſs to ourſelves in my opinion, and may 
live where we pleaſe, in Wales, Dublin, or Ber- 

mudas : 
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- mudas: And for me, I aſſure you I love the 


world ſo well, and it loves me ſo well, that J 
care not in what part of it JI paſs the reſt of my 
days. I ſee no ſun-ſhine, but in the face of a 


friend- 
'T had a glimpſe of a letter of y your's lately, by 


| which I find you are (like the vulgar) apter to 
think well of people out of power, than of people 


in power; perhaps 'tis a miſtake, but however 
there's ſomething in it generous. Mr *** takes it 
extreme kindly, I can perceive; and he has a 
great mind to thank you for that good opinion, 
for which I believe he is only to thank his ill for- 
tune : For, if I am not in an error, he would 


rather be in power than out. 


To ſhew you how fit I am to live in the moun- 
tains, I will, with great truth, apply to myſelf an 
old fentence: © Thoſe that are in, may abide in, 
cc and thoſe that are out, may abide out: Yet to 
& me, thoſe that are in ſhall be as thoſe that are 
« out, and danke that are out ſhall be as thoſe 
ec that are in.“ 

I am indifferent as to all thoſe matters; but 1 
miſs you as much as I did the firſt an; when 
(with a ſhort figh) I parted. Wherever you are, 
(or on the mountains of Wales, or on the coaſt 


of Dublin, 


Tu mib, ſeu magni ſuperas jam ſaxa Timavi, 
Si ve cram WMlyrici legis equoris 75 


I am, and ever ſhall be your's, &c. 


